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UN inspectors denied more time 



JFfeoM Michael Tbeodoulou is Nicosia and James Bone in new york 


A NEW confrontation be¬ 
tween Iraq and the West 
appeared inevitable yesterday 
when Richard Better, the Uni¬ 
ted Nations chief weapons 
inspector, cut short a mission 
to Baghdad after talks on Iraqi 
disarmament collapsed in ac¬ 
rimony. 

He will report to the UN 
Security Council tomorrow 
which mast then decide how 
to respond to President 
Saddam Hussein* latest 
challenge to the UN. 

Iraq rejected a proposal by 
Mr Butler to extend his work 
on missile aito chemical weap¬ 
ons for another month. In¬ 
stead Tariq Aziz, the Deputy 
Prime Minister^ demanded he 
tell the UN Security Council 
that Iraq had crane fully dean 
on its weapons of mass^ de¬ 
struction so that eight years of 
crippling trade sanctions 
could be lifted immediately. • 

“I don’t have sufficient evi¬ 
dence to do that report," Mr 
Butler said. His team insists;. 
Irak is still fading cvkteoGe.. 
partiadarly on its chemical, 
and biological weapons and 
the missiles to deliver them. 

Kofi Annaathe UN Secre- 
taryOenml. said he hoped 
the breakdown of talks would 
prove to be only a hiccup. “I 
would hope that when Mr 
Butler comes bads; and re- . 
ports, we will be able to 
continue our :toork and that 
this may be a major'hiccup, 
but a hiccup that we can 
overcome, I hope," he said. • 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, said that Iraq’s 
claim that the United Nations 
investigators were haggling 
over details was patently afcK 
surd. In the past two months 
the United Nations Special 
Commission '(Unscom) had 
confirmed that, despite Iraqi 
denials, it had put deadly VX 
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Bitiler: demanded time 
to complete mission 

gas into missiles and uncov¬ 
ered evidence erf 4,000 chemi¬ 
cal weapons which had not 
been reported.. 

■We would lOee to see sanc¬ 
tions lifted as soon asposnNe. 
But progress depends entirely 
on me Iraqis." Mr Cook said. 

Washington was caught off 
guard by tfietxjDapse trf the 
Baghdad talks. ’Ihejjxus of 
nerfcan 
tew- -been President 
C&^T-tntvaBs over the. 
Monica Lewinsky investij 
tiori There was suspicion r 
Saddam may have _ 
the latest showdown 
that tiie American President 
was distracted by legal ma¬ 
noeuvres that could threaten 
his presidency. 

Mr Butler said he would 
have been able to dose the 
missile and chemical weapons 
-files if Iraq had accepted his 
proposal to amtrrrue an "accel¬ 
erated work programme” and 
cooperated fully over the new 
tour or five weeks. But Iraq 
made dear that H had no forth 
in Mr Butler, whose team it 
accused erf trying to prolong 
sanctions to serve American 
interests. 

Mr Aziz described his pro¬ 
posal as “futile". He said there 
was no paint in a new pro¬ 
gramme if tiie weapons in¬ 
spectors were “going to repeat 
the same tricks".- 

The Iraqi President con¬ 
vinced that Washington will 
never ease sanctions while he 
is in power, appears to have 
calculated that defiance rather 
than compliance is the best 
way to end the eight-year-old 


embargo, if so, he is gambling 
that America has lost its wfll to 
go to war as a result of 
divisions within the Security 
Council and the inevitable 
Arab opposition. 

It could well be more diffi¬ 
cult to mount and sustain an 
operation similar to Febru¬ 
ary's when America and Brit- 
amTushed forces to the Gulf to 
persuade Saddam to open his 
palaces to weapons inspectors. 
Washington was unable to 
persuade its allies in the 
region, such as Saudi Arabia 
and Turkey, to use their aril 
tor strikes against Iraq. 

Smce then, hostility to sanc¬ 
tions has grown across much 
of flie Arab world. They are 
seen-to have caused wide^ 
spread suffering among ordi¬ 
nary Iraqis while failing to 
make Saddam bow to the 
UN’s demands. America’s 
standing in the Middle East is 
also compromised by the fail¬ 
ure of the Arab-Israefi peace 
talks and Washington’s^ per- 
oaved reluctance to pat pres¬ 
sure on the Isradisrio mate t 
territorial concessions to tire 
Palestinians. 

Saddam, who has persis¬ 
tently tried to divide the Sec¬ 
urity CounriJ, may now also 
sense same disagreement be¬ 
tween America and Britain. 
London is uneasy with Wash¬ 
ington’s insistence on main- 
taming sanctions in place as 
long as Saddam remains in 
power, diplomats said. Britain 
is keen to keep to the letter of 
tiie Gulf War ceasefire resolu¬ 
tions, which allow for sanc¬ 
tions to be lifted once Unscom 
gives Iraq a clean bill of 
health. 

But as -Saddam embarked 
on a familiar pattern of brink¬ 
manship, it was unclear 
whether Iraq would allow 
inspectors in the country to 
continue their work or end all 
co-operation with Unscom. 

Saddam is unlikely to throw 
out weapons inspectors imm¬ 
ediately, because that would 
alienate Russia. China and 
France, on whom Iraq relies 
for sympathy and support at 
the Security Council, diplo¬ 
mats sard. 

Simon Jenkins, page 16 




Prince William, 6 ft 2 in, stoops to talk to his cousin Zara Phillips at yesterday's party for their great grandmother 

Thousands hail Queen Mother 


By Alan Hamilton 

QUEEN Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother celebrated her 96th 
birthday yesterday in front of 
a crowd which annually 
grows larger as the anniversa¬ 
ry grows more remarkable. 

Dressed in pale lemon to 
match a rare burst of sun¬ 
shine. the Queen Mother per¬ 
formed her customary 
walkabout among a crowd of 
several thousand which filled 
the narrow street in front of 
Clarence House and spilled 
down The Mall. 

The numbers were consider¬ 
ably greater than last year for 
the informal event that has 
been a fibred point in the royal 
calendar for more than 20 
years. 

A testament to the success of 
two hip replacement opera¬ 
tions, the Queen Mother 
walked for 25 minutes leaning 
lightly on a stick, completing 
her tour of the crowd in her 
customary golf buggy, which 


was decorated with helium 
balloons and laden with cards 
and flowers pressed on her by 
the crowd. 

Footmen and policewomen 
had to gather the overload at 
intervals during the 50-minute 
progress to the comer of The 
Mali and back. Hundreds 
lining The Mall were disap¬ 
pointed that the royal buggy 
did not venture into the main 
road to greet them. 

The Queen Mother looked 
relaxed and well as she smiled 
and waved at the crowd. The 
band of the Welsh Guards 
a 

ay tntwte com¬ 
posed by two loyal fans, 
Geoffrey and Gladys Wpod. 
who dreamt it up while hum¬ 
ming and marching round 
their kitchen. 

As in previous years, a 
group of red-coated toastmas¬ 
ters presented the Queen 
Mother with a Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar of champagne, the equiva¬ 
lent of 20 bottles. She took a 


played Happy Birthday and: 
new birthday tribute con: 


token sip and the rest was 
distributkl among the crowd. 

At noon a 41-gun salute fired 
by the King’s Troop, Rqyal 
Horse Artillery, sounded from 
Hyde Park. Another of 62 
guns was fired by the Honour¬ 
able Artillery Company at the 
Tower of London. 

Queen Elizabeth posed at 
the Clarence House gate with 
her birthday lunch guests: her 
daughters the Queen and 
Princess Margaret, her grand¬ 
sons the Prince of Wales and 
the Duke of York, and her 
great-grandchildren Princes 
William and Harry, Prin¬ 
cesses Beatrice and Eugenie, 
and Zara Phillips, who was 
rumoured to have had her 
tongue pierced with a decora¬ 
tive stud but who kept her 
mouth discreetly closed. 

Watchers were more struck 
by the 12-inch height discrep¬ 
ancy between Prince William 
and his great-grandmother: 
the 16-year old Prince now 
stands 6ft 2 in. while the 



A smiling 98 yesterday 


Queen Mother only just at¬ 
tains 5 ft 2 in. 

The birthday traditionally 
marks the beginning of the 
Rpyal Family's summer holi¬ 
day. While the Queen heads 
for Balmoral, the Queen 
Mother this week travels to 
her private home at the Castle 
of Mey on the Caithness coast 

Inspired moment page 8 


Top firms 
demand 
action on 
BBC’s 
Watchdog 

By Claudia Joseph 


NINE large companies are 
demanding a meeting with Sir 
Christopher Bland, the Chair¬ 
man of the BBCs Board of 
Governors, to discuss their 
grievances over Watchdog. 
the corporation's flagship con¬ 
sumer affairs programme. 

The firms. Ford. Dixons and 
Airtours among them, claim 
they have suffered as a result 
of wrong or misleading pro¬ 
grammes. They also claim 
that improper methods were 
used to conduct investigations. 
The Broadcasting Standards 
Commission (BSQ has upheld 
12 of the 20 complaints against 
Watchdog in four years, tour 
since April. 

After a two-hour meeting in 
London instigated by Ian 
McAllister, chairman of Ford, 
the companies agreed a “con¬ 
structive course of action”, 
thai includes asking Sir Chris¬ 
topher for closer scrutiny of 
the BBC1 programme. 

The firms are also unhappy 
about the BSCs limited pow¬ 
ers to obtain quick on-air 
retractions and apologies and 
their own lack of opportunity 
to complain before pro¬ 
grammes are broadcast 

Anne Morrison, the BBCs 
head of features and events, 
stood by Watchdog's stan¬ 
dards. “These problems come 
with the territory." she said. 
“It is an area of journalism 
which is bound to come with 
complaints. Every word we 
say comes under intense 
scrutiny." 

The BSC has upheld four 
complaints by Dixons and one 
each by Ford and Airtours. 
Ford said Watchdog claimed 
there was a design fault in the 
steering of its Mondeo model 
that caused the car to drift to 
the left The commission up¬ 
held the complaint in part, 
saying it was unfair to suggest 
that the fault affected all 
Mondeos. Dixons complained 
of infringement of privacy 
after the programme filmed 
secretly in some of its stores. 

Anita McErlean, director of 
communications for Airtours. 
said: “We believe there is a 
place in the market for serious 
investigative journalism and a 
proper consumer affairs pro¬ 
gramme. But we don't believe 
that Watchdog is fulfilling 
that brief.” 

Other companies represent¬ 
ed were the AA, Thomson 
Holidays, BT. Hocpoint and 
Procter & Gamble. British 
Airways withdrew and is be¬ 
lieved to be taking up its case 
separately. 


Earth is a pretty average place 


By Nigel Hawkjes, science editor 
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THERE is absolutely nothing 
.special about our corner, of the 
universe, astronomers have 
discovered. It is average in 
every particular. 

. Hus deflating conclusion, 
based on images taken by the 
Hubble space telescope, frnal- 
Jy lays to rest, the belief that 
human bongs have a special 
place in die cosmos- A team 
fed by Dr Simon Goodwin of 
the University of Sussex says 
that where we five is the 
cosmological equivalent of 
Swindon- ft is normal: it is 
mediocre; it is dull, dull, dulL 
The ancients- believed that 
tiie Earth-lay at die centre of 
the universe, with the Sun 
orbiting around a misap- 

prehenston corrected by Co¬ 


pernicus and Galileo. Today 
as t ronomers believe in die 
“principle of terrestrial medi¬ 
ocrity", for 'Miich Dr Goodwin 
and colleagues have found 
new and persuasive evidence. 

The last traces ofpre-Coper- 
nican cosmology lingered on 
in the feeling that even if the 
Earth, Sun, and solar system 
were unremarkable, at least 
they formed part of an unusu¬ 
al galaxy, much .larger than 
those surrounding it It was 
hard to prove, since it is not 
easy to work out how big the 
Milky Way is, or how far 
away the neighbouring galax¬ 
ies are. And if you do not know 
how for away they are, you 
cannot estimate their size. 

Dr Goodwin’s team has 


now made such a calculation, 
tracking the pulsations of 
stars that are known to emir 
light of a certain brightness, 
which means, they report in 
the journal Observatory, that 
they can calculate the dis¬ 
tances, and hence the sizes, of 
17 galaxies, chosen because 
they are the same spiral shape 
as die Milky Way. 

The average size of these 
galaxies is 92,000 light years 
across. And the Milky Way is 
believed .to be 87,000 light 
years across, which puts it 
squarely in the middle. 

“We live in an average 
galaxy in all respects.” admits 
Dr Martin Hendry of the 
University of Glasgow, a co¬ 
author. Other astronomers 


think it may be premature to 
relegate the Milky Way. Dr 
Sidney van den Bergh of the 
Dominion Astrophysics! Ob¬ 
servatory in Victoria, British 
Columbia, says that dust ob¬ 
scures our view of the other 
side of the Milky Way, which 
may be 30 per cent greater 
than we think. 

On the other hand, it could 
be 30 per cent smaller, which 
would make it even less re¬ 
markable. The only consola¬ 
tion is that if life has evolved in 
such an unexdtingly typical 
galaxy as the MDky Way, it 
has probably evolved in plenty 
of other dull places, too. One 
day we may meet such people 
and exchange photographs of 
the local Amdale Centre. 
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‘Oh look Dad— 
whavs thatV 


Summer arrives 

The temperature reached 77F 
(25C5 in London and it should 
touch 86F (30Q in the South 
by the weekend. The North 
will be unsettled, with show¬ 
ers in Scotland-Page 20 


US computer firm in 
talks to save chip plant 


By Fraser Nelson 


INTEL, the giant US comput¬ 
er chip company, is in talks to 
rescue Hyundai’s abandoned 
E2 billion semiconductor fac¬ 
tory in Scotland. 

The talks come less than a 
week after Siemens dosed its 
chip factory in Tyneside with 
the loss of 1,100 jobs. 

Intel and Hyundai are con¬ 
sidering making an advanced 
memory chip that will be used 
by a new generation of home 
computers expected to be mar¬ 
keted in two years* time. A 
deal could lead to the transfer 
of production of Pentium chips 
at Intel’s plant in Ireland to 
Scotland. 

If the talks succeed, it could 


mean 2.000 jobs in the blight¬ 
ed Rosyth area where many 
former Navy personnel had 
been retrained to take jobs 
with Hyundai. But . the com¬ 
pany had to mothball the 
factoiy when its native South 
Korean economy collapsed. 

Scottish Office agencies 
have offered their full assis¬ 
tance if the two companies 
come to an agreement. On-site 
preparations for the deserted 
factory have already cost 
£80 nullion. and nearby col* 
leges had invested in courses 
to teach a workforce 
microchip technology. 

Hyundai rescue, page 21 
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Cook accused of turf wars with Short 


ROBIN COOK, the Foreign Secre¬ 
tary. was yesterday rebuked by an- 
all-pany committee of MPs for 
fighting turf wars with Clare Short, 
the international Development Sec¬ 
retary. Weeks after being criticised 
for failing to read his official papers 
properly. Mr Cook was accused of 
allowine “unnecessary tensions" to 
develop" with Ms Short over the 
volcano crisis in Montserrat. 

The stinging remarks m the 
report by the Commons Internation¬ 
al Development Select Committee 
will come as an embarrassment to 
Mr Cook just as he was hoping to 
rebuild his reputation after a diffi¬ 
cult first year in office. Last month 


Nicholas Watt on a blow to the Foreign Secretary’s efforts to rebuild his reputation 


Mr Cook faced the indignity of 
being criticised by the Intelligence 
Services Commissioner for failing to 
read a warrant properly that led to 
an unlawful surveillance operation. 

In the latest rebuke to the Foreign 
Secretary, the Commons committee 
blamed him personally for allowing 
turf wars to develop between the 
Foreign Office and Ms Short's 
Department for International Dev¬ 
elopment In the wake of the volcano 
crises last summer. Mr Cook 
merged the four departments within 
the Foreign Office which oversaw 


colonies such as Montserrat The 
MPs on the committee said that Mr 
Cook’s reforms had created confu¬ 
sion and tension because they gave 
him political control over the colo¬ 
nies while leaving the Department 
for International Development 
(DFID) in charge of funding. 

Bowen Weils, the Tory chairman 
of-the Commons committee, said: 
“The problem is the reluctance of 
the Foreign Office to give up their 
political control over the territories. 
This should goto DFID because the 
territories are a development prob¬ 


lem. It has proved hopeless leaving 
the territories to both departments." 

labour members of die commit¬ 
tee also criticised Mr Cook and 
Baroness Symons of Vemham 
Dean, the Foreign Office Minister 
who was put m charge of the 
Overseas Territories. Dennis Cana- 
van said: ¥ We were very dissatisfied 
with the government response and 
the obvious lack of co-ordination. 
We have not been impressed at all 
by Baroness Symons." 

Gary Streeter, the Shadow Inter¬ 
national Development Secretary. 


remarked: “This report shows we 
cannot tell who is in charge in the 
Department for International Dev¬ 
elopment Is it Robin Cook or Clare 
Short who will take responsibility 
for the Montserrat shambles?” 

The volcano on Montserrat erupt¬ 
ed in 1995. destroying large parts of 
the island. It rumbled on until a 
massive explosion last June which 
killed 19 people. In August last year 
Britain organised a partial volun¬ 
tary evacuation, offering EZ500 to 
each adult to help islanders move. 

In their report, the MPs censured 


Nuclear fuel from 
Dounreay was used 
to make A-bombs 


A GOVERNMENT minister 
has admitted for the first time 
that nuclear material pro¬ 
duced at the Dounreay atomic 
research facility in Scotland 
has been used to make bombs. 

A statement by Margaret 
Beckett in her final days as 
President of the Board of 
Trade before her appointment 
as Leader of the Commons has 
overturned the official position 
which had remained un¬ 
changed since the 1950s. It 
follows the admission in June 
that 3751b of highly enriched 
uranium could not be account¬ 
ed for at Dounreay in the 
1960s. 

In April, Tony Blair an¬ 
nounced that highly enriched 
uranium from the former 
Soviet republic of Georgia was 
to be sent for reprocessing at 
Dounreay. However, the work 
cannot be carried out because 
the Nuclear installations In¬ 
spectorate closed down the 
plant for safety reasons. 

The admission of Doun- 
reay’s secret link to Britain’s 
nudear weapons programme 
came after an audit of the 
records, which uncovered 
documented transfers from 
Dounreay for military pur¬ 
poses. Since the late 1950s, the 
offidai position has been that 
Dounreay has never been 
used to produce wea pons- 
grade uranium and plutoni¬ 
um for Britain’s nudear bomb 
programme. Nudear fuel for 
warheads designed at the 
Atomic Weapons Establish- 


Admission by 
Beckett overturns 
official denials 
of role in weapons 
research, writes 
Michael Evans 

ment al Aldermaston in Berk¬ 
shire was supposed to have 
been produced exclusively 
from a reactor at Sellafield. 

As recently as June 3, Tony 
Blair told the Commons: "I 
can confirm that no such 
material has ever been sent 
from Dounreay for use for UK 
weapons purposes.” 

However, in a Commons 
written answer on July 27. 
published in Hansard, Mrs 
Beckett admitted that prior to 
1973 nuclear material was 
diverted from Dounreay to 
Aldermaston. although the 
Caithness research facility 
stopped making weapons- 
grade fuel after 1973. 

A spokesman for the De¬ 
partment of Trade and Indus¬ 
try said yesterday that the 
Prime Minister was referring 
specifically to the “missing" 
3751b of highly enriched urani¬ 
um. The spokesman said it 
was in that context that Mr 
Blair had told the Commons 
that none of the material at 


Dounreay had been used to 
make weapons. 

Mr Blair had said: “There is 
absolutely no evidence what¬ 
ever to back up the sugges¬ 
tions that any material has 
been stolen (from the 
Dounreay nuclear plant) or 
fallen into terrorist or foreign 
government hands. No such 
material has ever been sent 
from Dounreay for use for UK 
weapons purposes." 

However, in her written 
answer to a question, from 
John McWilliam. Labour MP 
for Blaydon. Mrs Beckett said 
that before 1973 “it is probable 
that some of the material 
transferred from Dounreay to 
Aldermaston would have been 
used in the UK weapons 
programme” 

The DTI spokesman said 
the new discovery about 
Dounreay's past had been 
made after an audit by the 
safeguards office at the depart¬ 
ment Since 1973, nuclear ma¬ 
terial at Dounreay and other 
British atomic sites has been 
subject to oversight by the 
European Euratom Safe¬ 
guards Directorate. 

Yesterday Lorraine Mann, 
of Scotland Against Nudear 
Dumping, said: “It is gratify¬ 
ing to see the truth come out at 
long last. We have long sus¬ 
pected that nuclear material 
from Dounreay was being 
diverted to make atom and 
hydrogen bombs." She called 
for all documents to be made 
available to the public. 



Captain Sean Matten with the nose cone of the bomb he defused yesterday 


the Government for failing to pro¬ 
vide adequate support on the 
ground for Montserratians. They 
were dismayed that the Govern¬ 
ment had refused to underwrite 
insurance payments to islanders 
who lost out. because the volcano 
was dassified as a natural, event 
Hie Foreign Office and Interna¬ 
tional Development Department 
both denied there had been lade of 
co-ordination between their depart¬ 
ments. A spokeswoman for tire 
latter said that it and the Foreign 
Office had “made j»reat strides m 
streamlining"and improving the 
management of assistance to the 
Montserratians". 


Families 
unmoved 
by threat 
of bomb 

Bv Claudia Joseph 

A GROUP of families in the 
East End of London defied 
advice to evacuate their 
homes yesterday while the 
Army defused a 50 kg Second 
World War bomb becanse 
they had never heard of the 
Blitz. 

The Bengalis remained in¬ 
side their homes in Tower 
Hamlets despite appeals for 
them to leave by police and 
interpreters. 

The bomb was finally 
defused yesterday afternoon, 
24 hours after it had been 
discovered by workmen, and 
the residents who bad co¬ 
operated were allowed back 
to their homes. 

Chief Inspector Paul 
Cluiow. of Whitechapel 
police, said: “We did all we 
could but we can't lone 
people to leave their homes. 
We advised them it was safer 
to leave and officers knocking 
on their doors all night en¬ 
couraged them to go. If it had 
exploded it could have dam¬ 
aged buddings and caused 
serious injury or even killed." 

More than L000 people left 
their homes and spent the 
night with relatives. About 
200 stayed in emergency shel¬ 
ters in the nearby Swanley 
and St Paul’s Schools, which 
had been opened overnight by 
tbecounciL ' ’ 

But a hgrtdftil offttmjKs on 
tiurJDcean 'fatofe-Jrefusedto, 
leayje. degpfte. .'foudspeaker 
warnings, leaflets through 
their letterboxes and repeated 
appeal^by interpreters.' 
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Slump in student nurses 
threatens Dobson plans 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 


THE number of nurses in 
training is falling rapidly, 
undermining government 
plans to increase the number 
of nurses in hospitals. The 
number of student nurses has 
dropped 15 per cent in four 
years and there are fewer 
applicants for training than 
there are places available. 

Prank Dobson, the Health 
Secretary, announced after 
the Comprehensive Spending 
Review last month that some 
of the extra money for the 
NHS would be used to recruit 
15,000 more nurses and to 
open training places for 
another 6.000. 

Christine Hancock, general 
secretary of the Royal College 
of Nursing, said yesterday: 
“We’re already faring the 
worst crisis in nurse shortages 
for 25 years so a fell in the 
number of students in train¬ 
ing should set alarm bells 
ringing. 

“Government must act and 
invest in nursing to make it an 
attractive profession which 
rewards nurses properly in 
terms of pay, career develop¬ 
ment and working conditions. 

The Government has a 


serious problem and drey 
don’t have any bard answers. 
The one quick fix would be to 
increase pay but that is what 
they are baulking at Pay is 
not the only thing that matters 
but it would be a signal font 
the Government is serious 
and without that 1 don’t 
befiev^it is going to meet any 
of its targets.* 

Figures from the English 
National Board for Nursing, 
Midwifery and Health Visit¬ 
ing, which administers nurs¬ 
ing courses, show there were 
45389 nurses in training at 
the end of March. This was 
down 8J8S on 1994. The 
decline appears to be acceler¬ 
ating. with a 2A47 drop last 
year, despite a £25 million 
recruitment drive by the 
Government. • 

The NHS Executive admit¬ 
ted yesterday that it would be 
difficult to fin the extra train¬ 
ing places announced by Mr 
Dobson by 2002, as planned. 
A publicity campaign, a 2.75 
per cent increase in student 
bursaries and a guarantee 
that nursing degrees would be 
paid in full are being used 
to try to attract recruits. 


Rita le Var, assistant chief 
executive of the English Nat¬ 
ional Board, said she did not 
know where the recruits 
would come from. “Who wtifl 
fill these places when we 
already have a shortage of 
applicants?" she said in the 
Nursing Standard. 

□ The work of cervical 
Screening laboratories is 
being hit by a lack of staff and 
low morale, according to the 
Manufacturing Science Fi¬ 
nance union which represents 
most technicians. 

A union survey found that 
76 per cent of pathology 
. departments had experienced 
recruitment problems in the 
past year and 65 per cent 
predicted the shnuafion 
would get worse. 

The union htamed much of 
the recruitment problem on 
poor pay. The starting salary 
for a qualified ■ cytology 
screener, who looksfor abnor¬ 
malities in smear test sam¬ 
ples, Is £9.626. The survey 
covered 178 NHS trusts. 

.Mr Dobson said that the 
union’s claims did a disser¬ 
vice to die hard work and 
dedication of the staff. 


Portadown may 
get a peace wall 

By Audrey Magee, Ireland correspondent 



Gay issue 
threatens 
to split 


Church 

By Ruth Gledmii: 

RELIGION CORRESPONDENT. 

PROSPECTS of a damaging 
split in the Anglican commu¬ 
nion moved closer last night 
after the debate on homosex¬ 
uality threatened to overshad¬ 
ow all 'other issues and divide 
the communion in two. 

Evangelicals said they were 
■“angry and suspicious” after a 
carefully worded conservative 
resolution upholding biblical 
values on homosexuality was 
at the last minute replaced by 
conference organisers with 
one that tods a more liberal 
line. 

There were allegations of 
“dirty tricks” and suspicion of 
foul play- 

COnservatives are consider¬ 
ing lodging a formal protest 
with die Archbishop of Can¬ 
terbury. Dr George Carey, 
over the issue. 

Bishops gave warning of an 
"unravelling" of the Anglican 
Church, and of inevitable 
schism if the conference foiled 
to uphold a traditional, bibli¬ 
cal line on homosexuality that 
the Africans and others are 
demanding. 

The stage is set for one of the 
fiercest debates in the Angli¬ 
can Church tins afternoon on 
the issue, which is proving a 
for more serious threat to 
Anglican unity than women 
priests. 

Battle lines are now dearly 
drawn between African, Asian 
and conservative Western 


African bishops won the 
blessing of the Lambrih 
Conference yesterday in 
their attempts to convert 
their Muslim neighbours. 
The conference was told 
that aggressive prosetytism 
should be avoided when 
Christians talked to people 
of any other religion. But, 
after an intervention by the 
Right Rev Josiaii Idown- 
Fearon, Bishop of Kadnna, 
Nigeria, the conference 
backed active evangelism^; . . 

' .- sy 

bishfigs On the one ade. an$£ 
Western liberals on the other. 
Homosexual lobby groups are* 

expected to turn out in force to? 
lobby tite conference. 

A hint of tiie strength of 1 
feeing- came last night as 
bishops crossed swordsin an 
angry dispute ewer which res¬ 
olution should go before foe 
conference today. - 
Bishops at the conference,' 
meeting at Kent University. 
Canterbury, said the motion 
on human sexuality put before 
the conference on Monday 
was submitted without a vote 
or agreement of the section 
that has spent two weeks 
examining the issue. 

This, motion mentions up¬ 
holding “faithfulness in mar¬ 
riage between one man and 
one woman" and condemns 
homophobia. But Africans, 
evangelicals, traditionalists 
and conservatives throughout 
the Church are incensed that 
the motion, which they say 
was agreed without their con¬ 
sent or a vote, does not 
mention homosexuality. 

: As a result, members of the 
section on sexuality yesterday 
submitted a second resolution 
to replace the first, which 
takes a strongly conservative 
line and was voted on and 
agreed by members of the 
section. \ 

This resolution, presented 
yesterday morning at the daily 
press briefing as the new, 
offidai motion, recommended 
“chastity" for those not called 
to -marriage. It also con¬ 
demned homophobia. 

But in a concession to con¬ 
servatives, this, motion ad¬ 
vised against “the legitimisin g 
or blessing or ordaining of 
those involved in same gender 
unions” 


Ottet extoidM to 31.08 38 on (mesiraUUed by »mS8 &afflpte:ConiiaciicnioBrstS0NZ5W^p5^aaoeo«B£99(e»van.lJn8MrWa«linrtiiwe8fifira*S|jBriotfaapfair. 


THE Government is consider¬ 
ing building a peace wall an 
Garvaghy Road in Portadown 
to keep Roman Catholics and 
Protestants apart 

The Northern Ireland Office 
said yesterday char it had 
rereived a number of requests 
from politicians and Assembly 
members in the town to divide 
the community- along religious 
lines. 

The proposed wall, which 
would be the first to be built 
outside Belfast, would run 
across Park Road at the bot¬ 
tom of Garvaghy Road and 
divide the 50 Protestant fam¬ 
ilies from thousands of Roman 
Catholics. 

The request understood to 
come from Protestants, is in¬ 
dicative of'the haired and 


mistrust in Portadown follow¬ 
ing the stand-off at Drumcree 
over the right of Orangemen 
to walk down Garvaghy Road. 

Pastor Kenny McCImton. a 
Protestant community leader 
and spokesman for the terror¬ 
ist loyalist Volunteer Fbrce, 
backed the idea of the peace 
line. He said; “People need to 
feel safe in their homes. Every¬ 
body knows the negative as¬ 
pects of a peace tine but 
unfortunately ir is a necessity 
for the area." 

The proposal has enraged 
Roman Catholics. Brendan 
McKenna, spokesman for the 
Garvaghy Road residents, 
said it was ridiculous that 
Protestants felt , they needed 
protecting in a town that was 
only 30 per cent Catholic. 


WASTING 
TIME CHASING 
PAYMENTS? 


Griffin iZV 

get ►your ►clisIi [low ine 

0800 34 34 35 
















THE TIMES WEDNESDAY AUGUST S1998 


HOME NEWS 


of'* 

N 


Woman executive dismissed ‘for putting baby first’ 



Sacked: Louise Neal 


A WOMAN executive told an 
industrial tribunal yesterday that she 
was sacked for refusing to travel an 
over Europe because of the effect it 
would have on her relationship with 
her newborn baby. 

When Louise Neal returned to 
work at the computer recruitment 
agency Tangent International after 
maternity leave, she was told by her 
divisional manager that she could 
not return to her old job as an 
account manager, but had to take up 


a new position-heading development 
of Tangent’s European operation. 

Mrs Neal, 30. of Chelmsford. 
Essex, fumed the offer down because 
she would be separated from her 10* 
week-old daughter. Lucy, for long 
periods of time. She claims that she 
was unfairly dismissed and suffered 
sexual disenmmation. 

Mrs Neal’s counsel, Robin How¬ 
ard. told the tribunal ax Stratford, in 
East London, that Mrs Neal had 
been promised there would be no 


change m her job, except by arrange¬ 
ment. However, she relumed to work 
to find her position had been given to 
her deputy in her absence. 

Mrs Neal told the hearing that as 
account manager for IBM NB — the 
Dutch branch of the computer firm— 
she was used to travelling frequently 
to Holland but that this did not 
impact significantly on her home life. 

“I said 1 would not consider taking 
the new position because of die 
enormous impact of the extra travel¬ 


ling.” she said. There would be 
longer flights and more overnight 
stays, which would have an unfortu¬ 
nate impact on my relationship with 
my daughter. If 1 did not have a child 
none of this would be an issue.” 

Mrs Neal told the hearing that she 
and her husband had felt the time 
was right to have a baby. She had 
worked as IBM NB account manager 
for two years and her hours and 
income seemed reasonably stable. 
She said: “I thought it would be the 


right time to have the child — in my 
wasting job I knew what the hours 
were and I could organise a nanny to 
come in and look after my child. If I 
took on the new role 1 would have to 
look for some other form of child 
care." 

Mrs Neal, who now works for 
another recruitment agency in 
Chelmsford, was accompanied to the 
hearing by her husband, Robert, an 
IBM Europe project manager. 

The hearing continues. 


Businessman is 
jailed for sex 
attack on girl, 16 


■>.. A BUSINESSMAN known 
> if for his charitable fundraising 
was put on die national regis¬ 
ter of sex offenders and jailed 
for two months yesterday for 
indecently assaulting a 16- 
year-old waitress during a 
New Year's Eve party. 

John Holmes, 42, a father of 
three girls, regularly appeared 
in glossy society magazines 
and helped cancer charities, 
the NSPCC and a hospital in 
Manchester. A freemason, he 
was also a member of Altrinc¬ 
ham Chamber of Commerce 
and the exclusive Mere Golf 
and Country Chib {annual 
membership fee £2300). - 
Holmes was a respected 
member of the so-called 
Cheshire Set around his home 
in Halebams. Manchester, 
where his neighbours indude 
, the Middlesbrough FC man- 
y ager Bryan Robson and Betty 
Driver, the Coronation Street 
actress. But for the next seven 


By Paul Wilkinson 

years the property dealer’s 
name will appear on a list of 
sex offenders including 
paedophiles such as Robert 
Oliver, die ldller of the school¬ 
boy Jason Swift, and rapists 
such as John Blott, the former 
policeman. 

On his release Holmes will 
have to notify police of his 
address and if ne moves he 
must report to a police station 
near his new home. If the 
police consider him a risk to 
the public they can draw up an 
action plan, including warn¬ 
ing his victim that he is free. 

Yesterday at Warrington 
Crown Court Holmes gasped 
with shock and Christine, his 
wife of 18 years .broke down as 
Judge David Hale told him: 
“It is with great regret that I 
have to send someone who has 
a wife and loving family to 
prison but you did something 
very wrong that night and you 
know, it," Holmes had denied 



Holmes’s house in the so-called Cheshire Set area 


assaulting the teenager on the 
roof of a Knutsfbrd restaurant 
on December 31 last year after 
he and Ben Silk, a business 
colleague, took her for a 
breath of air. His friend had 
kissed the girl before Holmes 
fondled her. 

The judge said: ”1 accept 
that this incident was out of 
character. I don’t think it was 
planned or that you gave any 
thought about what was to 
happen. Your friend kissed 
her and for some reason you 
joined in, but you went further 
before coming to your senses." 

Holmes, whose sister Marie 
is the wife of Colin Bell, the 
former England and Man¬ 
chester City footballer, regu¬ 
larly featured in Cheshire Life 
magazine and was pictured at 
his 40th birthday party with 
one of his friends, the former 
Liverpool council deputy lead¬ 
er Derek Hatton. 

At his trial last month at 
Mold Crown Court the jury 
was told both men flirted with 
the girl "It was clearly a very' 
frightening and unpleasant 
incident," Rhys Rowlands said 
for the prosecution. The girl 
gave evidence by video link. 

Holmes said he had gone 
with Silk to give the waitress a 
cigarette and was surprised to 
see diem kissing. She came 
towards him and he put his 
arras an her shoulder, gave 
her a peck on the cheek and 
wished her a happy new year. 
He suggested the girl had 
made up the allegations 
because she was worried her 



Hahnes, a father of three girts, gasped In shock and his wife. Christine, broke down when he was sentenced yesterday 


boss would be angry with her be viewed other than some- wishes me to express his 
for befog outside with two tiling that was shameful and remorse and wants to draw a 
customers instead of working, disreputable. It was an aber- line in the sand and put the 
Yesterday Peter Hughes, ration on the part of a man trial behind him. It happened 
QC, for Holmes, said: There who is in all other respects- a at the end of fun celebra- 
is no way that this offence can model citizen. Mr Holmes tions after a lot of chink.” 


wishes me to express his 
remorse and wants to draw a 


is no way that this offence can 


Girl stung 70 times by wasps 
after her ouoov disturbs nest 


By Simon de Bruxelles 


tions after a lot of drink.” 






Silk, a married man from 
Hale, Cheshire, admitted in¬ 
decent assault at an earlier 
hearing and was ordered to 
complete 100 hours’ commun¬ 
ity service and pay £300 costs. 


Pregnant 
officer 
was put 
into ‘risky’ 
jail post 

By Richard Ford 

HOME CORRESPONDENT 


PRISON officials moved a 
pregnant officer to a job that 
had been judged a risk for an 
expectant mother and her 
unborn child, an industrial 
tribunal was told yesterday. 

Michelle Edward s was 
transferred to the main gate 
lodge at Pemonville jalL 
against her wishes, when she 
became pregnant with her 
second child. 

Graham Stater, head of 
management services at the 
North London jail, admitted 
that, when the job had been 
assessed by a senior manager, 
it was found that there was “a 
real risk" to expectant mothers 
and their children. 

Mr Stoter told an industrial 
tribunal in Central London: 
“Passive smoking was a real 
risk to mother and child, there 
were no toilet facilities, the 
keys were heavy and de¬ 
position of the security camera 
control panel was unsuitable. 
However. 1 considered the 
post to be ideal if these minor 
problems were dealt with." 
When Mrs Edwards had 
morning sickness she had to 
use a bucket because there 
was not a women's lavatory 
near by- 

Mrs Edwards, 34, from 
Islington, has accused the 
Prison Service of sexual dis¬ 
crimination for making her 
move to a job with unsuitable 
conditions while pregnant 

Mr Stoter told the tribunal 
that some prison officers had 
felt that Mrs Edwards had 
been given special treatment 
They believed that a post at the 
gate lodge was a status symbol 
reserved for long-service staff. 

Lisa Lambert, a female col¬ 
league. said: “I heard men 
talking about pregnant 
women being treated better 
than men by being allowed to 
work in the gate." 

Earlier the tribunal was fold 
tiiat Mrs Edwards, who 
earned £23.000, had reluctant¬ 
ly been moved from working 
directly with prisoners for 
safety reasons. “A job in 
security would be unsuitable 
because of a negative attitude 
from staff about having preg¬ 
nant workers in this section." 
Mr Stoter said. 

The tribunal continues. 




A GIRL aged 4and her puppy 
were recovering yesterday 
after they were attacked by 
wasps. Sophie Cousins was 
stung more than 70 times by 
the insects, believed to be 
particularly aggressive medi¬ 
an wasps, and doctors told 
her parents that die was lucky 
to be alive. 

The attack happened as 
Sophie, her three-month-old 
puppy Basil and her brother 
Bob. 11, played hide-antLseek 
in the back garden of her 
family’s home in Weston- 
super-Mare. The poppy dis¬ 
turbed a wasp’s nest and 
. within seconds they, were 
1 attacked by hundreds of 
angry insects. 

Sophie was stung on her 
arms, legs, front and back. 
Doctors said she may have 
been saved by the fact that she 
was stung only from the neck 
down. Bob dragged her away 
from the nest mid was stung 
30 tiroes and Jon, 15, their 
elder brother, removed 
Sophie’s clothing. Sophie was 
taken to Western General Hos¬ 
pital where she was given 
painkill ers and anti-hista- 
mhtes to reduce swelling. 

Basil was completely cover¬ 
ed in wasps that stung him 
into unconsciousness. He was : 
k rushed to a vet and pot on a 

drip* . ■ 

Sophie's mother, Sandra, 

44. said: Tt was horrific, like a 

scene from a horror fihn. 


These wasps were bigger than 
any I’ve ever seen. Her broth¬ 
ers were so brave arid quick- 
thinking and things could 
have been so much worse. 
TTwy probably saved Iter life. 

. Tfs not the sort of thing 
yon expect to happen in your 
back garden. Sophie was ab¬ 
solutely covered in wasps. 
They were caught up in her 
clothes and just kept stinging 


her. We were just so lucky that 
they didn’t sting her on the 
throat or face which could 
have been fataL 

“The wasps were bigger 
than any I've ever seen and 
they were so aggressive. It 
was awful, her arms and legs 
were covered and she was like 
a little Michelin man when 
they swelled up. 

“She’s still scratching now 



Sandra Cousins with. Sophie and her pappy Basil 


but she’s back playing in the 
garden, because I don’t want 
.her to have any fears." 

Mrs Cousins called in pest 
control officers but the wasps 
had gone and their nest haul 
been destroyed by her hus¬ 
band. Experts have been un¬ 
able confirm the species but 
believe they may have been 
median wasps, nicknamed 
the Enrowasp after they 
spread from the Continent 
nearly 20 years ago. 

Celia Davis, of the British 
Beekeepers Association, said: 
“These European wasps are 
bigger than our wasps and 
have nests out in the open. 
They originally came from 
Europe and were first seen in 
this country in i960. They 
have been able-to survive in 
this country because of the 
mild winters." 

Spencer Jacobs, a North 
Somerset Council pest control 
expert, said that the 
Euro wasp was becoming in¬ 
creasingly common in the 
area. 

He raid: “Wasps nests are 
an annual phenomenon and 
there are a lot around at the 
moment. Midsummer is my 
busiest time — Pm dealing 
with six to eight nests a day at 
the moment 

They become very aggres¬ 
sive if disturbed. 1 would 
advise the public to give any 
nest a wide berth and call a 
pest controller." 
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Allergic reaction is greatest danger 



WHETHER stung by bos or wasps, be 
they-gcDd dd-fashioned English wasps or 
the ^ogetiiermoresinistEf Euro-wasps, 
the problems are much the same. ■ 

The one important difference is that me 

bee lends fo leaveltehind its barbel stmg 

and sac. This should be scraped offwttfi a. 
Made or even-a sharp fingernail as 
extracting the sting and sac with a i»rot 
twwzerscan squeeze die contents into the 

V Tte daroage'donrby tastings 
^dependent on three factors, The n umbe r 
qfsthigs has.a bearing, but th e toxins 

iHeascd are onlikdy to be 

adult uniessheor she is stung at teast 
times. Obviously, - a fouryear-dJd wouW 
be able; to withstand a proportionately , 

smaller amount of venom- • • • _ .. • 

The ppiritbf thebody where the patient 


is stung is important If the sting is in the 
mouth, the immediate reactive swelling 
may cause some troublefthe best advice is 
to stick toe. However, die real danger is 
that ofaflergy to foe sting. liisamythfoat 
people are not allergic to wasps, only to 
bees: both may produce an allergy and 
then, it is immaterial where die sting is 
located. • . . 

around tire mouth and throat swell 
. dangerously .and cause breathing prob¬ 
lems.' Even more worryingly, foe patient 
can into anaphylactic shade and suffer 


the event of severe stinging without 
allergy, antihistamines or corticosteroids 
can be given by injection. 

It is absolute^ essential that, if there is 
an appreciable allergic reaction, adrena¬ 
line is given- A solution of one in a 
thousand is given by subcutaneous injec¬ 
tion. Corticosteroid injections are not 
considered adequate treatment in cases of 
severe al.Iergy-mducecf shock- Annuals 
can be treated in foe same way as human 


The sting sites, should be washed in 
clean, soapy waten antihistamine cream 
can be applied and antihistamine tablets,- 
mixtures or steroid tablets taken try 
mouth, which is much more efficient. In 


A final word of wanting: picnic clothes 
should be chosen with care as wasps are 
not only attracted by jam but by scents 
and brightly coloured clothes. 

Dr Thomas 





DR THOMAS Vlrgtn Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. The price of units and any income from them can 
go down as well as up and you may not get bade the amount you Invest. The basis of tax may change and the tax benefit depends on personal 
STUTrAFORD circumstances. For your security all calls are recorded and randomly monitored. 






















4 HOME NEWS 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY AUGUST 51998 


Less speed, more 

haste is road 


PETBt TMEWOff 


agency’s pledge 



Countiy 
anthem 
takes on 
the Spice 


Girls 


By Paul Wilkinson 


Variable limits and high-tech traffic monitoring are the 
latest weapons against congestion, writes Nick Nuttall 


RADICAL plans to ease con¬ 
gestion on the roads through 
an extension of variable speed 
limits and computerised traf¬ 
fic monitoring were an¬ 
nounced yesterday. 

The Highways Agency has 
drawn up a series of initiatives 
to improve traffic flows 
through an integrated ap¬ 
proach to transport manage¬ 
ment. The emphasis on better 
planning and technology fol¬ 
lows the Government's deci¬ 
sion to reduce roadbuilding on 
environmental grounds. 

The agency said it would 
make maintenance a top pri¬ 
ority. with £300 million more 
to spend in the three years to 
March 2002: promote integra¬ 
tion of the network with other 
forms of transport: improve 
services to users and encour¬ 
age cycling and walking 
routes; use the latest technol¬ 
ogy to improve information 
for drivers; manage traffic 
demands, including priority 
for buses, coaches and lorries: 
and deliver the £1.4 billion 
road improvements pro¬ 
gramme. which was last week 
reduced to 37 schemes. 

The decision to extend vari¬ 
able speed limits, which re¬ 
quire drivers to cut their speed 
on congested stretches, follows 


their successful introduction 
on the M25 three years ago. 
The scheme uses overhead 
gantry signs between junc¬ 
tions ten and 15. 

Lawrie Haynes, the High¬ 
ways Agency's chief executive, 
said yesterday that the M25 
pilot scheme had smoothed 
traffic flows, reduced the phe¬ 
nomenon of “stop-start" and 
cut accidents by 2S per cent 
The signs, which are triggered 
by sensors that monitor traffic 
flows, have also led to 15 per 
cent more drivers using the 
nearside lane. 

The agency said there had 
been a (hop in exhaust pollu¬ 
tion and much smoother traf¬ 
fic flows. 

Mr Haynes said that 
around 8 per cent of the 
motorway network was con¬ 
gested and the agency planned 


.v. .'•••■•-c 


▲ Sites of new a 

flexible A**-: ■ 

speed limits ^ -yi 






to extend the signs, which set 
speeds of as low as 40mph. to 
these areas. They include: 
stretches of the M6 around 
Birmingham where it links 
with the M54 and M5: parts of 
the M5 south of Bristol; the 
M4 where it ends in West 
London; other stretches of the 
M25: parts of the Ml north of 
London; the A34 at Newbury 
and motorways around Man¬ 
chester and Leeds. 

The agency also plans to 
allow the hard shoulder to 
become a crawler lanes for 
heavy goods vehicles on the 
M25 within two years. Sites 
earmarked are between junc¬ 
tions 16 and 19 and east of 
junction 27. 

' Regional control centres 
may also be set up to improve 
the range and quality of 
information available to driv¬ 
ers about problems ahead. At 
the moment information on 
the roads is gathered and sent 
to 32 police control rooms. The 
new centres would gather and 
collate all the information so 
that, on a long journey, drivers 
could check for problems by 
telephone, computer or car 
radio. 

Mr Haynes said the agency 
was working, with railway 
companies to encourage driv- 



Variable speed limi ts, which were introduced three years ago on the M25, are to be extended to other motorways 


ers off the road. One project, 
with Great Eastern Railways, 
uses door-to-door leaflets and 
radio and press advertise¬ 
ments to entice motorists off 
the AJ2 between Chelmsford 
in Essex and London. A 
spokesman said yesterday 
that the number of weekly rail 
season tickets had increased 
by 31 per cent — more than 
400—m July compared to the 
same month last year. 

Schemes are also being 
devised to test new technology 
which in the future may 


enable cars to travel down the 
motorways in computer-con¬ 
trolled "platoons". The term 
refers to a system whereby 
vehicles, using onboard colli¬ 
sion avoidance sensors, would 
be guided along roads by a 
central computer. 

An information-gathering 
scheme is set to launch next 
year. The agency, in collabor¬ 
ation with firms such as 
Jaguar and GEC and univer¬ 
sities such as Southampton, is 
building 80 electronic beacons 
between Swansea and Heath¬ 


row on the M4 and Garwick 
on the M25. Several cars, 
which will travel the route, are 
being kitted out with sensors 
that will detect braking, the 
use of windscreen wipers and 
journey times. The informa¬ 
tion will be beamed to the 
beacons and relayed to a 
central computer which will 
pass it on to cars back down 
the motorway network. 

It is hoped that the informa¬ 
tion will aid drivers to monitor 
weather conditions and con¬ 
gestion, enabling them to use 


other routes if necessary. 
Lord Whitty, the Roads Minis¬ 
ter, said the agency had a vital 
role in delivering the Govern¬ 
ment's plans in its Transport 
White Paper. “The Agency has 
dropped its old image of being 
a roadbuilder, as the strategic 
road network is largely com¬ 
plete." he said. 

“From now on it will be¬ 
come a network operator by 
more actively managing roads 
and ensuring motorways and 
trunk roads work more closely 
with other transport systems." 
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Sterile cowpats 
endanger bats 
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CONSERVATORY 


STERILE cowpats are threat¬ 
ening the survival of one of 
Britain’s most -endangered 
species of bat, it is claimed. 

The pats no longer contain 
the rich supply of dung beetles 
and other insects that are an 
important source of food for 
the greater horseshoe bat, 
according to Bat News, the 
newsletter of die Bat Conser¬ 
vation Trust 

Conservationists believe 
that modern treatments for 
worms in cattle are to blame 
for the change, rendering the 
pats sterile for up to 120 days. 

A vital component of the 
bats’ diet is one spedes of- 
dung beetle, Apkodius rufipes, 
which favours fresh pats. As 
many as one hundred beetle 
larvae, proriding many meals 
for infant bats when they 
hatch and fly, can be found 
developing in a single pat. 

David Appleton, working 
on behalf ol the environmental 


Greater horseshoe bat 
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group English Nature, recent¬ 
ly toured farms in the West 
Countiy dose to the maternal 
roosts of bats dying fa per¬ 
suade farmers not to use 
worraers based on the 
averraection group of chemi¬ 
cals—which are bdievral to be 
causing the damage. 

Mr Appleton told Bat News: 
“If the cattle have been treated 
with certain wormers their 
dung will be sterile to the 
larval stages of the dung 
beetle. The female dung bee¬ 
tles can lay their eggs on if but 
the young die.” . . 

It is estimated that there are 
only about 4,000 greater 
horseshoe bats left in Britain, 
mainly in the West Country. 


THERE is a new name in 
Britpop and it could elbow 
aside the Spice Gods and 
Oasis on its way to the top. 

Supporters of the Coun¬ 
tryside Alliance say that if 
their new campaign song, 
Guardians of the Land, is 
bought by a third of the 
people who joined their 
march on London last 
spring it will shoot straight 
to number one. 

Yesterday, in an intro¬ 
duction as bizarre as any¬ 
thing the pop industry 
could dream up, horsemen 
in hunting pink, game 
fishermen and falconers 
descended on urban 
Manchester to promote 
the latest in countiy music. 

Gathered among the 
concrete supports beneath 
the Mancunian Way. they 
launched into a struggling 
rendition of the song and 
its B-side, listen to Us, 
sung to the tune of John 
Peel about the plight of 
British farmers and blood 
sport supporters. The re¬ 
cording by the Pedigrees, a 
Hereford pub band, .will 
be released on Monday. 

The song’s creator, 
George Bowyer, son of 
Lord Denham, the former 
Tory Chief Whip in the 
Lords, and fellow-cam¬ 
paigner Vim Faal said 
they chose to launch the 
song in Manchester be¬ 
cause of the city’s reput¬ 
ation for tolerance. Mr 
Faal, chairman of the 
Sbarston Terrier and 
Lurcher Club, said: “We 
are the indigenous minor¬ 
ity. the rural community. 

“We have already dem¬ 
onstrated the support for 
our cause by attracting 
between 300,000 and 
40(XQ00 people to London. 
We managed to get 
236,000 of those people on 
our mailing list and we are 
encouraging them to buy 
thereconi 

"A lot of people think 
hunting is. all about toffs 
on horseback and that it’s 
just for the country set, but 
it isn’t There are thou¬ 
sands of 'people - who love 
their field sports. You 
don’t have to live in the 
country to be part of it Ift 
how you think, not- who 
you are.” 

Mr Bowyer, 33. an agri¬ 
cultural insurance broker 
from Buckinghamshire, 
sang the song to an: in¬ 
trigued audience of.race-, 
goers at Glorious'Good- 
wood 1 . last week*:. and 
serenaded Nick Brown. . 
the Agriculture Minister, 
with it within 24 hems of 
his appointment 


Personal loan rates 

from I0 *Iapr. 


Call Direct Line. 


Why pay more for a personal loan when as the table shows, you can 
g jet a low rate from us? 


You'll have fixed, low monthly payments throughout the term of 
the loan. 


No arrangement fee or complicated paper work. 

No security or deposit required. 

Call now for an instant decision on loans from £1,000 to .£25,000. 


n 


Bonum 


| LENDER 

WXOUNT 
Of> LOAM 

___ aonoNTHUr 
REPAYMENTS 

TOTAi. ' 
PAYABLE ' 


tltjm 10.1* . 037.60 



«MM Hot w nMm 


i*» rnr.w <0,477.00. 




C4 ’° 00 MLa% OJT34M 

AUCYNMWNAL (HJHW miLit 

tIMH MM MCAlttllft - 


APB* carniet K 17th fWt Seurev HoMj&cta. 




LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL. ANYTIME Sam to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday, 
wwwdiealmi to iiVfitmii . dm quota retN | T09 

Direct Line financial Services Limited,250StVhicent Street, Glasgow, G2 5SH. 


lUMMU 


tTYMaioomTBMMHCeMHiiKEiBmo uaosvsiroFnn awn H0MWUWuansor£TttM(iMBMUi4MMnBBS l iEM(i> 4fisuiccra« mtu. credit entx fttgrus ajajETrasrwvr MmaaurMncKSM 


must HonuL who wfu m cash custo»cw- me iw owed mh ft. -skotcmw w sk mhwhmub tui iw mo iwi 9 07 nvnuMTs cnbce. m must wtsq am flnss kw to w. mwmaho mk 



PTTTTT.'T'T?: ■ r t -■ w, 


':m%\ 










tstav 






;.;n2an fouri 


Savings Acte 








s*f 





w 










































































I 




°s 

dnthJ 

t-ii- ^ 

,'S 

lj « 1 s 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY AUGUST 51998 


HOME NEWS 5 




iat> 

tats 





oan 


rat® 


O’IapR 

ect Li^ 





dies after two 


A TEENAGE fitness instruc¬ 
tor died in hospital yesterday, 
three days after taking Ecstasy 
at a fnendls birthday 
celebration. 

Julia Dawes, 18, had been in 
a coma at Perth Royal Infir¬ 
mary since Sunday morning, 
when her parents found her 
unconscious in bed. She is 
believed to have taken two 
Ecstasy tablets at a nightclub 
on Saturday while celebrating 
a friend’s 24th birthday. . 

Her parents, Alan and Jat 
qudine. took the decision to 
switch off her life-support 
machine after doctors report¬ 
ed no sign of brain activity. 
Her boyfriend, Mark Reilly. 
21. a member of the British ski 
team, was with Mr and Mrs 
Dawes at her bedside when 
she died at about 3pm. 

Last night her parents and 
brother Jonathan. 16, who are 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, were 
said to be feeling “deeply 
grieved". 

Miss Dawes, a part-time 
fitness instructor at her par¬ 
ents’ health dub in Perth, told 
friends that she felt fine when 
she left them on Saturday 
nighL They had been drinking 
and had visited the Ice Factory 
nightdub. She is believed to 
have fallen ill shortly after 
arriving at her home on the 
outskirts of Perth. 

Mr ReiUy was not with his 


By Gillian Harris, Scotland correspondent 


gprlfriend on Saturday. The 
t»uple -met at a party in 
Edinburgh four months ago 
and were, said to have dis¬ 
cussed marriage. 

.. Mriand Mrs XTav^-Whq 
maintained a vigil at Julians 
bedside, yesterday expressed 
their, gratitude -tohospital 
.staff. In a statement, they said: 
“We want to thank everyone 
-who looked after Jaffa during 
her . final hours. We have 
experienced a ■ breadth: and 
depth of human compassion 
from .doctors, nurseslaftd am-. 
bularice.-staff, -more than we 
could have wished for.' 

His daughterhad"recently 



Reilly: at girlfriend’s 
bedside when she diet 


completed a diploma course in 
■ business studies ai Perth Coll¬ 
ege. She - was .spending, the 
. summer helping at the £600 a 
year Hanover Health and 
Fitness Club, which was 
opened four years ago by the 
.aihlerc Linford Christie. 

The dub’s manager. Don¬ 
ald Goldsmith, said staff were 
devastated. “Our thoughts are 
with the family at this ex¬ 
tremely difficult time.", he 
said. - 

Tayside Mice said yester- 
- day that four people have been 
arrested and charged in con¬ 
nection with Miss Dawes’ 
death. They will appear at 
Perth Sheriff Court later. 

Ecstasy has become so com¬ 
mon in Perth in the past IS 
months that dealers have been 
forced to cut their prices. A 
tablet can be bought for £10. 

One nightdub doorman 
said: “We know it’s getting 
sold in our dub. but there’s 
nothing you can da We carry' 
out searches but it’s easy 
enough to hide something 
small like a bag of pills. 

“We know some of the 
‘faces’ who are dealing but if 
we send them away they just 
go somewhere else." 

William Spence, the Chief 
Constable of Tayside, said in 
his annual report that drugs 
offences had risen by about 25 
per cent. 


Missing art found in gallery 


THE grand-daughter of an 
elderly doctor who lost two 
valuable Lowry paintings to 
“bullying" art dealers nearly 
fainted when she rediscov¬ 
ered tiie lost works, a jury was 
told yesterday. 

The valuable ; pictures, 
which were on sale In an art 
gallery, are alleged to have 
been stolen from Perry 
Thompson-Hancock, 94, a 
former doctor. . - Jml 

Southwark. Crown Court 
has been told that the dealers 
plucked the pictures from the 
walk despite his protests that 


By A Correspondent 

they were not: for sale, and left 
him £16.400. The court heard 
that the pictures were later 
exhibited on sale at Jlichaid 
Green’s Bond Street premises 
for more than E30Q.000 for the 
pair. The pictures. Children 
on a Promenade and Family 
of Three were painted by 
Lowry in the 1960s. 

The . dealers. Michael 
Opensliaw, 51, of Hxllbrow, 
Hovtv Sussex, and Robert 
Barrett^ 54. .of East Drive, - 
Hove, deny theft, in Novem¬ 
ber 199& 

Judith Brew, Dr Thomp- 


son-Hancock's daughter, de¬ 
nied that the family contacted 
the police only after they 
realised die price for which 
the paintings were on sale. 
“The value of die pictures was 
of no interest to me whatso¬ 
ever ... it was entirely senti¬ 
ment and family," she said. “1 
was just trying to get the 
pictures back." 

She said that, when she 
rang the defendants to re¬ 
trieve the paintings, she was 
told that they had gone 
abroad. 

The trial continues. 
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Julia Dawes: parents made the decision to turn off her life-support machine 
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£lm drug plot 
‘washed up 
by the tide’ 


By Simon de Bruxelles 


THE “forces of nature" 
foiled a plot to smuggle 
heroin and cocaine with a 
street value of more than 
£1 million into Britain, a 
awn was told yeterday. 

The drugs were supposed 
to be recovered from the 
water after being thrown 
from a cross-Channel ferry 
but they were washed up on 
beaches and discovered by 
members of the public. 

Bournemouth Crown Court 
was told that Stuan Philpott, 
Richard Lopez and Wayne 
Wright attached locater bea¬ 
cons to rucksacks containing 
the drugs but failed to take 
account of tides and 
currents. 

They had intended recov¬ 
ering the rucksacks from the 
bottom of Poole harbour by 
diving from an inflatable 
boat. Nigel Uckley. for the 
prosecution, said the scheme 
had been “an ingenious at¬ 
tempt at importing drugs 
ultimately foiled by the 
forces of nature". 

The court was told that Mr 
Lopez bought from a diving 
shop a transmitter and bea¬ 
cons that could be detected 
from a distance of up to 750ft 
and a depth of 600ft. 

In January. Mr Lickley 
said, the three men em¬ 
barked on a dummy run. Mr 
Wright sailed to Cherbourg 
and returned lo Poole on the 
first return boat two hours 
later. The package was re¬ 


covered the next day. it was 
alleged that Mr Wright then 
dumped the drugs on two 
round-trips but that Mr 
Philpott, an expert diver, and 
his colleagues failed to find 
the two rucksacks. 

The rucksacks were dis¬ 
covered miles apart on the 
Arne Peninsula, west of 
Poole, and at Southboume. 
east of Poole. Michael Nix¬ 
on. a lorry driver, discovered 
a green bag containing her¬ 
oin as he walked on 
Southboume beach bur he 
took a week to report his find 
to police because he feared 
that he would be implicated. 

Mr Nixon said: “I looked 
inside and saw ten packages 
wrapped in polythene. Later, 
at home. I opened up one of 
the packages and found a 
large tablet of what I thought 
was heroin." 

Mr Nixon said he had 
taken a sample or the sub¬ 
stance to a friend in South¬ 
ampton to confirm its 
identity. “As soon as he saw 
it he said. That is smack, get 
it out of my house', so 1 
flushed it down his toilet." 
Mr Nixon said. The friend 
contacted police on Mr Nix¬ 
on’s behalf. 

Mr Lopez. 27. and Mr 
Wright 32. from Bourne¬ 
mouth. and Mr Philpott 33, 
from Poole, deny illegally 
importing 3kg of cocaine and 
2.7kg of heroin. The trial 
continues. 
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Activists destroy 
crop in war on 
modified foods 


OMflD HOFEMAN 


By Nick Nuitall and Stephen Farrell 


A FIELD of experimental 
maize has been destroyed by 
protesters opposed to geneti¬ 
cally modified crops. 

Twelve people were held by 
police on Monday night after 
reports that the crop at Hood 
Barton Farm, near Darting- 
ton. Devon, was being at¬ 
tacked with a spray. 

The genetically modified 
forage maize, which was the 
subject of a legal action by a 
neighbouring farmer recently. 


was being cultivated by the 
National Institute of Agricul¬ 
tural Botany on behalf of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. An 
institute spokesman said first 
indications were that all the 
crop had been destroyed. 

Three women and nine 
men. aged 20 to 41. were 
arrested on suspicion of caus¬ 
ing criminal damage or con¬ 
spiracy to cause criminal 
damage. 

A statement from an organ- 
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isatkm calling itself the Genet¬ 
ic Engineering Network later 
claimed that 30 '‘concerned 
citizens" had been involved in 
the "direct action" to prevent 
pollination of the genetically 
engineered crop. The state¬ 
ment said the site had been 
"the focus of much local 
opposition due to fears for the 
environment". 

The site was also attapv^j 
last week by an organisation 
called South West Ethical 
Consumers Group, but it 
picked the wrong crop. 

Two weeks ago a neigh¬ 
bouring organic former, Guy 
Watson, lost his legal battle to 
stop the maize trials. He 
feared that his sweetcom crop 
would be contaminated by 
cross-pollination, but the 
Court of Appeal ruled that no 
action could be taken because 
it had not been proved that The 
experimental crop was caus¬ 
ing harm. 

Mr Watson said yesterday 
that he regretted but under¬ 
stood tiie attack on the maize. 
“It is unfortunate and I wish 
that it hadn’t come to this, but 
there are countless precedents 
through history." 

John MacLeod, director of 
the institute, said: "What hap¬ 
pened was unfortunate and 
even irresponsible. We exist to 
offer as much data as possible 
on how such crops would 



Snowballing campaign: a protest against genetically modified, crops at an Oxfordshire farm last month 


behave, it is only by such 
experiments that we can learn 
the values and dangers of 
genetically modified crops.? 

Mr MacLeod said .that, 
although tiie trials cost only 
£5,000 to implement, the de¬ 
struction would cany a much 
higher price. “We must re¬ 
member that it took five years 
of research and development 
just to get to the stage of 
having a trial harvest In ail, 
we are looking at about 
£600,000." 

Mondays action appears to 
be the latest in a protest 
campaign in England and 
Scotland by groups formed 
from a loose coalition of “eco- 


warriors" and concerned resi¬ 
dents. An estimated 147 local 
groups have formed this sum¬ 
mer to fight genetically modi¬ 
fied crops without violence, 
including the Wardens of 
Wiltshire and the Kenilworth 
Croppers. They are linked by 
telephone and Internet by 
groups including GenetiX 
Snowball. 

The destruction is said to be 
costing seed companies hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of pounds 
in lost research and possible 
future profits. The locations of 
seed trials are available from 
the biotechnology unit of tiie 
Department of, the Environ¬ 
ment. Transport and tiie Re¬ 


gions whose Advisory Comm¬ 
ittee on Releases to the Envi¬ 
ronment approves such tests. 

Roger Turner, of the British 
Society of Plant Breeders, said 
about 40 sites had been target¬ 
ed by protesters. Six of these 
contained crops that were not 
genetically engineered. 

Zoe Etford a campaigner 
with the Manchester-based 
protest group GenetiX Snow¬ 
ball. said yesterday that dam- 
. age to conventional crops was 
“an unfortunate error"- 
She said that the organis¬ 
ation had pledged non-violent, 
destruction of test sites every* 
first and third weekend of 
each month. Some of the 


protesters were former anti¬ 
roads campaigners. Ms 
Elford said, but the movement 
was broad-based and included 
vicars and lecturers. 

Andrew Wood, another 
GenetiX Snowball campaign¬ 
er. said- "There has been no 
opportunity for people to vote 
about genetically engineered 
crops. There has been no 
formal consultation with the 
British people and tiie Gov¬ 
ernment has waived its re¬ 
sponsibility in this matter. 

"We are dedicated to non¬ 
violent, accountable and open 
protests. We always make 
contact with the formers first 
and explain our concerns." 



£35m boost for 
24-hour medical 
advice service 

By Ian Murray, medical correspondent 

THE Government is to pro- tors and hospital emergency 
vide an extra £35 million for a departments. ' 

24-hour medical helpline, gry- Nurses working the help¬ 
ing more than 19 million Brit- lines are chosen for their 
ons access to tiie servioe by experience. They are all given 
next April The money will * special training to ensure that 
add to .the £14 million ear- they know how to analyse 
marked to set up the service. what is wrong with the pa- 
The NHS Direct system, tientsandaretoldtoerronthe 
winch enables callers to get 24- side of caution in every case- 
hour medical advice from a The nurses are able to call 
nurse, is also to be enlarged in up information on Alnesses 
some , areas to include help and know which chemists are 
from social service workers. open and which hospitals 
Three pilot schemes opened have vacancies. They can in 
in Newcastle upon Tyne, Pres- some cases make appoint- 
ton and Milton Keynes at the ments for patients to see a GP. 
end of Man*. During June Claire Rayner, a fonfier 
tiie three centres handled a nurse and chairman of the 
total of more than 130 calls a Patients Association, said: 
day. Nurses found that in 80 “When you are a nurse your 
per cent of cases the callers friends and family are always 
would have taken a different c alling for advice and reassur- 
course of action had they not ance and this makes rt pos- 
been able to obtain the advice, sible for every family to have a 
A quarter of thecallers were nurse on calL The only 
told to seek more intensive problem is finding all the 
care than they had intended - nurses that are needed." 
and nurses alk> called ambu- The 13 areas to participate m 

lances to take 99 people to . the second phase of NHS 
hospital, fri a third of cases, -Direct are West Country, 
however, nurses told callers Manchester, Essex, West 
how to look alter themselves Yorkshire. Hull and East 
without further help. Yorkshire, Hampshire, Not- 

Tfre service was most popu- tinghamshire, North West 
lar among the .elderly and Lancashire, Birmin gham and 
families with young children, the Black' Country, South 
Over the three months the London, West London, tiie 
pilot schemes also reduced the North East and Buck- 
out-of-hours workload on doc- inghamshire. 


MPs and 
officials 
clash on 
catering 
ban 

By James Landale 
POLITICAL REPORTER 

MPS dashed with Com¬ 
mons officials yesterday 
after it emerged that the 
ban on genetically modi¬ 
fied food in House of 
Commons restaurants was 
unilaterally Imposed by 
senior catering staff. 

They acted after the 
negative publicity about 
such foods earlier this 
year. MPs said the deci¬ 
sion should have been 
taken by members of their 
catering committee, not by 
officials. 

A spokesman for the 
Commons Refreshment 
Department confirmed 
that Sue Harrison, direc¬ 
tor of catering services, 
bad taken the decision. He 
said: "We took the pre¬ 
emptive step by contacting 
our suppliers and asking 
them for an assurance that 
none of the food they 
supplied u$ with was ge¬ 
netically modified." 

Suppliers told officials 
that none of the food going 
to the Commons was ge¬ 
netically modified, but 
could not'eonfirm that all 
meat and poultry had not 
Originated from animals 
which had been fed such 
foods. The spokesman 
confirmed that do regular 
food supplies had changed 
as a result of the new 
policy. 

Lindsay Hoyle. Labour 
MP for Chorley and a 
member of the all-party 
Commons Catering Com¬ 
mittee, said the restriction 
had never been discussed 
by MPs. He had been 
unaware of tiie ban and 
was "appalled" by what 
had happened. The deci¬ 
sion had been taken by 
officials who "decided it 
was in the best interests of 
Members not to have the 
.food". 

Jackie Ballard, the 
Liberal Democrat MP for. 
Taunton, who also sits on 
the catering committee, 
said: "My personal opin¬ 
ion* is that the right deci¬ 
sion was made but 
probably in tiie wrong 
way. I ao not flunk any¬ 
body should have to eat 
GM food." 

Dennis Turner, MP for 
Wolverhampton South 
East and chairman of the 
committee, was reported 
yesterday to have called 
for a select committee in¬ 
quiry into genetically mod¬ 
ified crops. “We do not 
know enough about the 
science," he said. "Until we 
get more satisfactory infor¬ 
mation, we feel it would be 
better, where possible, to 
avoid genetically modified 
foods." 

Genetically modified 
crops are bred with genes 
from other species to make 
them resistant to pots, 
viruses and pesticides. En¬ 
vironmental campaigners 
fear that they could dam¬ 
age animals by killing off 
insects that are vital parts, 
of the food chain. They 
also fear that tiie resulting 
food fought be potentially 
he harmful to human 
beings. 


Leeches rediscover the 
taste for life in hospital 


By Ian Murray 

MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT 

LEECHES are back in vogue 
among surgeons, although the 
appearance of the medical 
bloodsuckers is so repulsive 
that a plastic shield is bang 
developed to hide them from 
squeamish patients. 

The creatures' value in re¬ 
moving unwanted build-ups 
of blood has been redisooverd- 
over the past 15 years, after 
scientific advances were 
thought to have made them 
redundant. According to a 
study published today in Stu¬ 
dent BMJ, their spittle con¬ 
tains an anticoagulant that 
temporarily stops blood from 
dotting, an attribute particu¬ 
larly useful in skin grafts or in 
operations to stitch back sev- : 
ered joints. 

Surgeons find It relatively 
easy to connect the thicker 
walled arteries that circulate 
fresh blood around the body, 
bw the fragifo network of 
veins that cany the used Mood 
bade to the heart and lungs is' 
more difficult. ■ ■: 

As a result, blood gets 
pumped into the area around 
the operation but cannot es¬ 
cape. if a leech is attached, it 
not only' sucks out the excess 
blood but its. spittle prevents 
dotting in the tiny Y-shaped 



K. lb 


Ten leeches wiU suck a 
hand dry in four days 

wound ii makes with its 
mouth, so- the operation area 
does not become engorged. 

Leeches supplied to hospi¬ 
tals are first starved for four 
months. They suck-their fill in 
about 20 minutes, absorbing 
about ten tones -their body, 
weight,before foiling off. re¬ 
plete; The anti-dotting effect of 
their spittle wears off and tiie 
wound heals. 

Most of the leeches juiedin 
-the world: are ''bred' by 
Biopharm, a small company 
based in Swansea that‘ has 
seoi demand grow rapidly. It 
has branches m the United 
States, Japan, Korea and Italy 
and saws supplies on de¬ 
mand to every pbrenc surgery ■ 


unit in Britain. On average 30 
leeches, costing £10.25 each, 
are needed to treat a patient 
Biopharm breeds about 
30.000 a year, of which half 
are sold to NHS hospitals. 

Marian Gower, tiie manag¬ 
er. said that the initial reaction 
of most patients was one of 
horror, out given, the choice 
between - losing a hand or 
. being treated with a leech, 
they 'p r efe r red to have their 
blood sucked. “Patients get 
quite fond of them and child- g‘ 
rerv give them names." she 
said. “They may look awful, 
but they are an endangered 
* species and are very useful in 
medicine." 

. In their heyday, bloodletting 
was the usual medical treat¬ 
ment for almost every condi¬ 
tion. The word leedpniay well 
be derived frofrUfie old Eng¬ 
lish laece, nf&iimg physician, 
according to Robot- Wein- 
kove. a fifth-year student from 
Guys and St Thomas's Medi¬ 
cal School who records "the 
M and rise of the mediriniai 
leech" fo the joumat. . /a ; 

"Ovmealous use:of leeches %..• 
in the past has given these.. 

. annelids arumd^ervedly. bad.: 
pi^inthe20foomi^ * 
now, as the millennium draws - 
toa close; have surgeons and 
* pharmacologists dared .to m-.,. 

■ mstaat them."’ ... • ‘ 
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The real Jennings is unmasked 



The first edition of the first book '-' . 

Glen Owen and Richard Pu ce 

on the ‘eccentric chap’who 
went to school with the author 


THE real-life hero of the 
Jennings stories has been 
identified, decades after the 
schoolboy character was cre¬ 
ated. 

Anthony Buckeridge. 
whose Jennings Goes to 
School and a string of follow¬ 
up romps entertained a gen¬ 
eration of children, says the 
“larky” schoolfriend who in¬ 
spired him was Diarmaid 
Jennings, now 87, who left 
Britain nearly 60 years ago. 

Bnckeridge. who “invent¬ 
ed” Jennings to entertain his 
pupils daring a brief spell as 
a preparatory school master, 
says he drew on memories of 
his own schooldays at 
Seafbrd College. Sussex, and 
in particular the escapades of 
the mischievous and muscu¬ 
lar pupil in the year above 
him. 

Bucfceridge developed the 
tales of' “jolly decent” prep-. 
school boys into radio plays 
in '1948 before penning Jen¬ 
nings Goes to School/ in 1950. 
A further 24 titles have fol¬ 
lowed. The stories, which ; 
have been translated into 13 
languages/found most recent 
expression in Jennings 
Again! in 1991 (out went 4d • 
bus rides, short trousers and 
words such as “gay'"). • 

The homely tales still com¬ 
mand a keen "following 

rooted in the ofo^teitrioned 
setting of Unbuiy Court, a 


1950s prep school. The. big¬ 
gest excitement for Jennings, 
Darbishire, Venables and 
Temple were midnight feasts 
and ginger beer. 

Buckeridge has always 
been coy about his inspira¬ 
tion for the “eager, friendly" 
rapscallion, but after private 
prompting *• from Michael 
Crick — Lord Archer of 
Weston-super-Mare’s biogra¬ 
pher and a Jennings fanatic 

— he told Mm about 
Diarmaid -Jennings, ' who. 
Crick disarmed, 1 went to 
work as a marine engineer in 
New. Zealand shortly after 
tearing Seaford. 

The school moved from 
Seaford during 1940 to War- 
dung, before eventually arriv¬ 
ing. at its present site near 
Petworth. West Sussex, in 
1946. Along the way and in 
die confusion of die war 
years, all ofBtial^scboprdocu- 
ments were lost - . •. 

- David Hederv a former 
history -master at Seaford 
who. runs the Society of Old 
Seafoidians^-found refer¬ 
ences to the two boys in'the 
school magazine, the Merc- 
reaction. It recardstbat both 
boys ' were, members .of 
MiHbrugh House during the 
Jate 1920s and inanbers of the 
school delating society, with 
Bnckeridge becoming its first 
president..The first debate a 
decade afterthehorrors of the 
First World War was on the 



Athony Buckeridge. second right, photographed in 1928 at Seaford College, below right and at his home at Bancombe, East Sussex 



motion “War is obsolete in 
Europe” It was defeated 46-9. 
During his debating career 
Jennings once supported the 
motion “That die inventions 
of: this century (1829-1929) 
■ have not increased human 
happiness"; the motion was 
carried. 

Both beys played rugby, 
although it appears young 
Buckeridge was the better, 
reaching the 1st XV, while 
Jennings only played for his 
house. ;A contemporary criti¬ 
cism of Buckeridge’s play 
read: “His speed serves hinj 
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By Michael Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE 
CORRESPONDED 1 \ 

THE National Trust is dose to’ 
beating off a foreigi bid to buy 
a large chunk of Mount Snow¬ 
don. the highest moahtaih.in 
England and Wales. . . 

Negotiations for the sale of 
4.118 acres of land m Snowdo¬ 
nia National Park, including 
the southern flank of the 
mountain, which rises to 
3i»57 ft. were said yesterday to 
have reached a. crucial stage. 
“We are into very detailed 
discussions, and we are ex¬ 
tremely hopeful," Caiys Haw-. 
ell. the trust’s public affairs 
manager in the region, said. 
“We nave not yet secured an 
agreement however.” • ■ 

. The land and consists of two 
*’ sheep farms, the Hafod-y-Llan 
and Gelli lago estates, indud¬ 
ing about a third of Snowdon 
itself. Richard Williams, the 
present owner, put the proper¬ 
ties up for sale last month 
inviting offers “in excess of £3 
million”. Mr Williams, whose 
family has fanned one of the 
estates since the middle of the 
17th century, said he wanted to 
concentrate on running 
another farm, he. owns. on; 
Anglesey. . . „ • 

“The decision to sell the 
pro p erty, which has been in 
our familv for. so long, has 
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caused me much heartache," 
he said- “Over die past ten 
years, .however, 1 have been 
fanning both the Snowdonia 
estate and my estate inAngle- 
sey. and this has left little time 
to be: with my family and 
ppirsue other interests." 

Carter Jonas, the agent han¬ 
dling the sale, said yesterday 
that die National Trust was 
not the only bidder in die 
running. “We have had ex¬ 
pressions of interest- from 
more than 100 Individuals and 
charitable institutions, indud¬ 
ing potential buyers in North 
America, Ireland, Switzerland 
and Canada," Emma Phillips. 
. a spokeswoman for the finru 
said. ‘ 

The bid by the. National 
Trust Which already owns.ten 
per cent of the Snowdonia 
' National Park, is backed by 
the Snowdonia* National park 
Authority,, .the Welsh Office, 


the Countryside Council for 
Wales, Gwynedd coundr and 
Beddgeiert Community Coun¬ 
cil. in whose domain die land 
lies. 

I wan Huws, the park 
authority's chief executive, 
said: “We are backing the 
mist’s bid, as are the main 
conservation groups with an 
interest in the area, induding 
the Royal Sbdety for die Pro¬ 
tection of Birds, the Campaign 
for the Protection of Rural 
Wales, the Snowdonia Sodety 
and the Woodland Trust" 

The National Trust’s bid is 
being challenged by the Coun¬ 
tryside Restoration Trust a 
charity whose trustees include 
the environmentalist Jona¬ 
thon Porritt. Robin Page, its 
chairman, said the charity 
had put in “a serious bid” and 
believed it would manage the 
farms better than the National 
Trust “The agricultural prac¬ 
tices carried out on some 
National Trust land are quite 
appalling from a wildlife view¬ 
point". he said. 

“We have been asked by the 
National Trust to drop out of 
die bidding to prevent die 
price from going up. We are 
quite willing to make the same 
bid as die National Trust and 
let the owner decide whose 
plans would jyc best for die' 
area and for die people and 
wildlife of Snowdonia." 


:' By Joanna Bale- ■ - - ; 

WHEN (he televisori Criraereporier; 
Roger Cook tried to expose (he hioative 
tnKfoih fake works of art by ^*“8® 
imitation US. Lowry painting, he actus* . 
Ivended up with the real ffimg. -:. . - ;; v. 

^ The painting. which »s woith »*r. 
£40000. was bought 

during an investigation mfo : the w orid^ot . 
art and antiques. The wfrrk had earfier 

bees examined 

SalfottL which was 5oubtfur^JI-Mq, 
been done by! the artist reiKW^^;.; 
simplistic. industrial 
figitfs. A 
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Cookwiththe “fake" Lowiy 
cost him less than £1,000 


Signature, written in a bail-point pen, was 
.-bidden-by a painted signature which 
-fooked like a fake- Her belief that, the 
Minting ; wai "genuine was backed by 
deater Andreas Kalman, who had known 

fora years before his death m 
1976. The painting has now been valued 
fo. HOJXJOl Mr Cook, said 
yesterday: “If these experts dont.-agiee. 


what chance does the man in the street 
have? I've always had a cynical opinion 
of experts in the art worid. 

“There will be arguments about who 
valued it for what and why and who 
should pay whom. We paid for it as a 
fake because we thought it would good 
- for another stingy but we didn’t use it for 
that” 

.. Programme editor Mike Moriey said: 
“There is no intention to sell it. It's never 
. been a profit-making exercise.” 

-He.said the programme showed some 
of die pitfalls of dabbling in the art and 
antiques world, the underbelly of which 
is a a trade in stolen art and treasures 
reported to be worth £500 million. The 
programme, to be shown on August.19. 
uncovers someone who allegedly puts 
criminals in. contact with those who want 
works stolen to order. : 

The. Cook Report learn took over a 
large country house for the hidden- 
! camera operation and left a £20,000 
painting tying around to bait the thieves. 
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well as a wing three-quarter, 
but he does not tackle low 
enough and his kicking is 
poor." 

He was a hall prefect in 
1929 and was made school 
captain in September of that 
year. Both boys also had a 
liking for acting and 
Buckeridge is recorded as 
playing the part of Mrs 
Gushington-Nervesby in a 
pfay entitled Browne With An 
E, while Jennings took an 
apparently more minor role 
as a luggage man in a farce 
by Harry Grattan. Both boys 


Treasurer 
jailed for 
£ 30,000 
church theft 


By A Correspondent 

A TREASURER for a parish 
council who stole more than 
00,000 from church hinds 
was yesterday jailed for 12 
months, 

John Currie. 53, took the 
money to prop up an ailing 
timeshare business and pay 
his household bills. The for¬ 
mer district councillor wrote 
out cheques to himself while 
working as treasurer of 
Somerton Parochial Church 
Council, at St James’s Church. 
Somerton, Oxfordshire. 

. Nicholas Syfret, for the 
prosecution, told Oxford 
Crown Court'that Currie, of 
Somerton, near Bicester, Ox¬ 
fordshire. had become trea¬ 
surer in 1993 and stole until 
his arrest in September 1997. 
"During his reign he had sole 
control of the church accounts. 
He wrote out cheques from the 
parochial church council and 
spent £14,000 on funding a 
company called British Heri¬ 
tage Hotels.” 

Judge Anthony King told 
Currie, who admitted 12 
charges of theft and two of 
false accounting: “It was a 
substantial breach of trust as 
the money was stolen from 
charitable sources." 


left school in 1930 to go their 
separate ways. 

“1 knew this eccentric chap 
in the year above me, and a 
couple of his escapades fixed 
in my mind,” says Buck¬ 
eridge. 86. explaining how the 
real-life Jennings stirred a 
few “frantic hoo-hahs” at 
Seaford. “Once he captured a 
spider, which he pretended 
was poisonous and released 
in the dorm, causing great 
consternation. We were all 
too scared to get into bed. He 
then made himself the hero of 
the hour by recapturing what 


was obviously a harmless 
creature. 

“Another time, he went 
missing from school hunt¬ 
ing. he said, for a lost glove. 
After a while, when be didn't 
come back, a search party 
was sent out for him. which 
he spotted and joined the 
back of. It was too dark to see 
him. That was typical 

“He was cheeky and bois¬ 
terous. and the model for my 
first stories, but I haven't seen 
him since we left school. I had 
no idea he was still alive." 

Diarmaid Jennings’s 


nt 
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nephew. Dirmuid Jennings, 
has written to his unde to ted 
him about his place in literaiy 
history. He said that his 
unde, who suffered a stroke 
recently, was too ill to speak 
on the telephone so had yet to 
discover that he had been 
identified, even if he knew 
that his schooldays had been 
immortalised in the books. 
“My mother remembers him 
mucking around a lot She 
says be was a larky sort of 
boy." And for that a genera¬ 
tion of schoolboys should be 
grateful. 


Jeweller 
attacked 
by robbers 
posing as 
joggers 

By Adam Fresco 


A HIGHLY organised gang 
posing as joggers robbed a 
jeweller of a collection of 
diamond bracelets, necklaces 
and rings worth up to 
£400.000. 

The jeweller, who does not 
want to be identified, had 
employed a bodyguard to 
cany the jewellery from his 
home in Hendon, North 
London, to his office but the 
45-year-old man was attacked 
as he reached his car. 

Two men dressed as joggers 
hit him several times in the 
face until he fell. They 
snatched two holdalls he was 
carrying before making off in 
a car driven by a third man. 

The men escaped with a 
quantity of jewellery that had 
a wholesale value of £200.000. 
but the retail value is thought 
to be worth at least double 
thaL 

Officers described the rob¬ 
bery as a “professional hit” 
and said the gang knew 
exactly what was in the hold¬ 
alls and when to attack. The 
guard was taken to the Royal 
Free Hospital, but was re¬ 
leased after treatment for cuts 
to his face. 

Detective Constable Reg 
Pickering, who is leading the 
investigation, said: “It was all 
over in a split second. This is a 
particularly large heist” 

The jeweller, who is be¬ 
lieved to have an office in 
Hatton Garden, has requested 
“limited publicity” over the 
inddenL 

PC Paul Knowles, of the 
Colindale robbery squad, 
said: “The man was coming 
out into the street with the two 
bags. The attackers were 
dressed up as joggers and ran 
up to him and punched him in 
the face. He was knocked to 
the ground and they grabbed 
the bags. Then a car came 
along driven by another man 
and they jumped in leaving 
the victim on the floor.” 

The getaway car, an L- 
registration Volkswagen Co- 
rrada that had been reported 
stolen from Chiswick on July 
10. was recovered in Muswell 
Hill and was being examined 
last night The two joggers are 
described as white, aged be¬ 
tween 28 to 30 and of athletic 
build. 
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Inspired moment 
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By Joanna Bale 
and Adrian Lee 

QUEEN Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother, who celebrated her 
98th birthday with a crowd of 
weliwisfaers yesterday, pio¬ 
neered the royal walkabout in 
1939 when she brote with 
protocol and strolled into the 
crowds to greet people on a 
tour of Canada. It was a spur- 
of-the-moment decision—and 
one of her most inspired. 

Accompanying the King to 
the opening of the Canadian 
Federal Supreme Court build¬ 
ing. she was told that a group 
of stonemasons who had 
worked on the project were 
horn Scotland. She left the 
official party, sought out the 
Scots in the crowd and spent 
ten minutes reminiscing. , 

On the same tour, while 
laying a wreath at the Ottawa 
war memorial, she again 
broke away from her planned 
routine to seek out a group of 
war veterans. 

The crowds were enrap¬ 
tured. The Governor-General, 
lord Buchan, reported to 
London that the Queen M has a 
perfect genius for the right 
kind of publicity; the unre¬ 
hearsed episodes here were 
marvellous”. 

During the Blitz, she earned 
great admiration by refusing 
to leave Buckingham Palace 
for the safety of Canada, 
despite nine hits on the Palace. 
She and the King showed their 
solidarity with those on the 
home front by visiting the 
smoking ruins of bomb-dam¬ 
aged areas, mingling with 
Londoners and taking shelter 
with them. 

At one time, die Queen 
Mother would mark her birth¬ 
day by appearing on the 
balcony at Clarence House. 
Later, she began appearing at 
the gates. The first birthday 
walkabout probably came 
around I960, one of her offici¬ 
als said yesterday, “when she 
wanted to get nearer the 
people. Became she was get¬ 
ting older, more fuss was 
being made of her birthday.’* 

Now the event has became 
a fixture in the royal-watchers’ 
calendar. Many of those who 
cheered die Queen Mother 
yesterday have made die an¬ 
nual trip for many years. 

Wearing floppy Union Jack 
hats and waving flags, Elaine 



The Queen Mother on her 98th birthday walkabout at Clarence House yesterday. She pioneered the tradition of meeting the people while in Canada in 1939, below 


Gaffrey, 56, and Alvine 
Pearce. 52. from Gloucester, 
said they had made their first 
birthday visit to Clarence 
House in 1978- Each year, they 
travel to London by train, stay 
in a hotel to ensure a prime 
spot, cheer die Queen Mother, 
then complete the day with 
chocolate fondue at the same 
Piccadilly restaurant 
Edith Main, 88, remembers 
seeing the Queen Mother on 
her walkabouts in die East 
End during the Blitz. “Every¬ 
one really appreciated her 
coming to see us. It showed 
that she really did care." Mrs 


Main, who has been among 
those singing Happy Birthday 
to the Queen Mother outside ’ 
Clarence House for the past 
three years, added: “I am only 
ten years younger than her, so 
I feel 1 have known her all my 
life. It is really something 
seeing her. She hasn't 
changed in all these years." 

Terry Hutt 63, of Waltham 
Abbey, Essex, who had 
camped out overnight for die 
third year in a row to secure a 
prime position, said: “I met 
her in person when I was four 
years okl during the Blitz. I 
have been following her ever 


since. She's a very special 
lady." 

Phyllis Clowes. 78, from 
Cricklewood, who was nine 
when her parents first took 
her to see the Queen Mother, 
said she had been going along 
to the birthday walkabout “for 
as long as I can remember. I 
love the pageantry and the 
uniforms. Last year she held 
my hand and thanked me for 
coming. I was so emotional I 
was hardly able to wish her 
happy birthday." Miss Clowes 
has one ambition. “I hope we 
are both still around for her 
100th." 



Early to work makes Samuel a bright boy 



Samuel Solomi: 
study at 4am each day 


By Victoria Fletcher 

A NINE-YEAR-OLD mathematics prod¬ 
igy, who is waiting for his GCSE result 
this month, is rising at 4am every day to 
teach himself the A-levd syllabus. 

Samuel Solomi could read at 18 
months and knew his times tables by the 
age of three. When his ability surpassed 
the lessons at his primary schooL his 
mother, Victoria, withdrew him and 
began teaching him at home. 

Mrs Solomi guided her son through 
the GCSE course, but now Samuel is 
teaching hims elf from A-levd textbooks 
which his mother says she cannot 
understand. “He gels up at 4am and 


works until be drops. He can work for ten 
hours continuously," Mis Solomi of 
Paignton. Devon, said. 

“People think we push hurt but we 
don’t We have to make him stop some¬ 
times. It took him two weeks to complete 
an A-levd textbook that takes students 
twice his age six months to finish." 

Samuel is expected to reads degree- 
level mathematics within a year, and will 
then receive tuition from the Open 
University. His mother worries, how¬ 
ever. that, until then, he will not be able 
fully to develop his natural ability. 
"There is just no support If he was good 
at sport for example, there would be 
sponsorship for him," Mrs Solomi who 


. trained as a teacher, said. She and her 
husband, who is disabled, have two 
.. younger sons. 

Samuel's appetite for learning has 
spread to other subjects. He is teaching 
himself modules of GCSE physics. But 
Mrs Solomi who has two younger 
children, admitted *faat, as with many 
children who display traits of genius, 
there were problems. "He doesn't really 
get'on with children of his own age." she 
said. "An Open University professor 
came to visit him recently. It was 
wonderful to see him talking to someone 
with whom he was really able to 
communicate. After she left he said. Tm 
so excited about my life.’ ”. 
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Authorities double up to 
help with problem pupils 


SCHOOLS are to be provided 
with information by social 
services about the home lives 
of problem pupils and 
to understand them 
than exdude them. 

The Government ann¬ 
ounced yesterday that local 
authorities win have to show 
that their education and social 
services departments are 
working together to support 
vulnerable children. They will 
be jointly inspected by dsted. 
the schools watchdog, and'the 
Social Services Inspectorate. 

The initiative — a pilot 
scheme will be launched in 
Northumberland next year — 


By Victoria Fletcher 

is part of the Government's 
attempts to reduce school ex¬ 
clusions and to provide supr 
port for disaffected children in 
every aspect erf their lives. 

Announcing the pilot pro¬ 
ject Estelle Morris, the new 
School Standards Minister, 
said: “The pilot scheme recog¬ 
nises the links which exist 
between the services provided 
by local authorities. By bring¬ 
ing together ... these inspec¬ 
tion arrangements. I believe 
we can help reduce the burden 
on authorities preparing for 
separate inspections.” 

_ Ms Morris added that a 
single inspection of both de¬ 


partments would limit the 
time wasted by local authori¬ 
ties and allow them to “con¬ 
centrate on providing the best 
sendees to those who use them 
and rely on them”. 

The Local Government As¬ 
sociation welcomed theco- 
ordination of education and. 
social services inspections. 
Ivor Widdisan. a spokesman, 
said: "This is a very interest¬ 
ing and novel idea. 

“It is vital that education 
and social services are co¬ 
ordinated in this way as it 
demonstrates the reality of 
looking after children in both 
areas." 



By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


JUDGES have given a warn¬ 
ing that asylum and immigra¬ 
tion cases could be jeopardised 
by* the poor quality of some 
barristers. 

They have attacked the stan¬ 
dards of vmtten and oral arg¬ 
uments presented to them in 
judicial review hearings and 
appeals, according to a report 
on improving advice in immi¬ 
gration services, published 
yesterday. The report by the 
Lord Chancellors Advisory 
Committee on Legal Educa¬ 
tion and Conduct said: "It has 
been put to the committee not 
only that unmeritorious cases 
and points are taken, but that 
good cases and points may 
also be tost through poor 
advice and advocacy.” 

There is concern among 
immigrant welfare organ¬ 
isations that some lawyers 
appear without proper prepa¬ 
ration and' in cases that are 
completely undeserving. The 
Immigration Appeals Author¬ 
ity has also complained about 
die variable standards among 
members of the legal profes¬ 
sion in an area where most 
solicitors and barristers lack 
“both knowledge - and 
expertise". 

The report said that private 
fee-charging “consultants" 


wereat worst unscrupulous as 
well as incompetent, tiiat there 
-was evidence that members of 
the-public were being charged 
extortionate fees, ana thatad- 
vice.was sometimes not mere¬ 
ly inaccurate but dishonest 

The report also gave wam- 
trig that the huge numbers of 
people seeking advice threat¬ 
ened to lower standards of 
advice given by immigration 
advisers in community 
groups. “Incompetent advice 
is not confined to the work of 
private, immigration ‘consul¬ 
tants’. We bebeve that many 
well-meaning and dedicated 
immigration advisers in com-' 
miinity groups, not-profit 
agenca^'and the legal profes¬ 
sion are working at orbeyond 
-the limits of their capacity,' 
skills and competence." the 
report oi an 18-manth enquiry 
said. 

It calledon the Law Society 
and Bar Council to provide 
guidance to solicitors and 
banisters on the drills and 
knowledge needed before law¬ 
yers describe themselves as 
■ awnpetentfoundeilafeimmi- 
gzation work. The report also 
rerammended a code of stan¬ 
dards for immigration advis¬ 
ers working in the .voluntary 
sector.. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Blind man 
sexually 
attacked 
by guide 

A blind man waited for al¬ 
most two months before teB- a 
mg poticethat he had been “ 
sexually assaulted in a city 
centre alley by a man who 
befriended him. The victim, in 
his 20s, feared that his blind¬ 
ness made him a poor witness. 

The man, whowas carrying 
a white stick and wearing a 
denim shirt and jeans, was 
attacked on June 3 while on a 
shopping trip in Edinburgh. 
His assailant took him by the 
arm and offered to lead hua to 
a shop when be became lost 
after leaving a pub in the 
princes Street area. The 
atfarifpr was described as a 
muscular man-in his 30s or 
40s with busby hair- and 
unshaven, possibly about 5ft 
10in. 

Stagg fined m 

The man aquitted of murder¬ 
ing Rachel Nickefl on Wim¬ 
bledon Common four years 
ago was fined £250 for threat¬ 
ening to kill his estranged 
wife. South Western Magis¬ 
trates’ Court heard that Colin 
Stagg. '35. of Roehampton. 
also threatened ter boyfriend. 

Unlawful killing 

A verdict of unlawful killing 
was recorded at aninquest in 
B irmingham into the death of 
Kevin Miles, 16, who went 
missing three years aga Alan 
Giles, serving fife for his 
murder, last week admitted 
summing Kevin and burying 
him in a garden. 

Student took life 

A student: hanged himself^ 
because he thought he was' 
ugly, an inquest was told. 
Dean Horton, 21, died at 
home in; Castle Bromwich, 
Bi rmingham, after taking a 
year off his dentistry studies 
at Bristol University. Verdict 
-killed himself. 

Cliffhanger 

A man of 26 was being 
questioned by police after 
climbing from the ramp of a 
cross-Channd ferry at Dover, 
threatening to jump from the 
White- Cliffe and, throwing 
himself into the sea. He was 
picked up by coastguards 
after a three-hour chase. 

Lucky mistake 

Ken Murgatroyd, from Dor¬ 
set, a former Royal Marine, 
dialled a wron g number and 
reached the . set of Steven 
Spielberg’s new film, Saving 
Private Ryan. Mr Murga- 
troyd offered ins military gj 
expertise and was given a job 
on the film. 

Murder appeal 



Police investigating the mur¬ 
der of a 52-year-oJd woman 
.appealed for help to trace a 
man, white and in his early 
20s. He ,was seen, red-faced 
and out of breath, dose t^ 
woodland . in Sandiwaj^ 
Cheshire, where Julia Webb’S 
body was found on July 22. 

Ton of bad habits 

Louisa Hanson, of Bourne- 
mouth, has just celebrated her 
100th birthday, reached de¬ 
spite a daily diet of full-fal fry- 
ups, cigarettes and alcohoL 
She drinks .two bottles of 
steriy a week and insists that 
nursing home staff take her to 
the pub once a month. 


Protest a matter of grave concern 

Demonstrators win right to enter cemetery, writes Simon de Bruxelles 


PROTESTERS campaigning to prevent 
the dosnre of a giant Victorian cemetery 
won an important round in their legal 
battle yesterday when a judge refused to 
ban (hem from die site. 

There have been more than SOOuOOO 
burials at Arno's Valecemetery overlook¬ 
ing central Bristol since it opened last, 
century, but the owners daim thqr can no 
longer afford its upkeep. Four months 
ago closure plans were put on bold after 
people whose relatives are buried there 
staged a sit-in and said they would take 
over tte m aintena n ce. 

Tony Towner, a solicitor who owns 
Ann’s Vale, said he was disappointed by 
the derision. He added: “This site is very 
dilapidated and. dangerous. I cannot 
afford to run it and anyone could get 
injured visiting here. Itmeeds to be dosed 
down, but the court chose to ignore this 
issue. I do not wish to comment about 
what I intend to do in the future." 

The 25^cre cemetery sits on a hillside 
in BrisKngton. Its occupants indnde 



The owner of Amo’s Valecannot 
aftfozd to maintain mausoleums 

more than 450 servicemen who relatives 
pud up to £1000 for a 99-year plot lease. 
The cemetery has become 
and several mausoleums are in' 
ous condition. At night it is the haunt of 

v andal* and rlmg a riirtw-ta 

Rodney Jones. 48. whose daughter is 
buried there, said: “It Is disgusting tiiat 
Mr Towner ever tried to dose this 


cemetery. This is still not the end to this 
fight The future of tire graveyard is still 
in doubt but we have a massive amount, 
of support and bdki/e that we are right to 
try and keep this open.-” • 

Ron Veal, 78, whose chikiren Carol and 
Robert are buried that add-' Tor 30 
years I have been visiting the graves of 
my dufdim If Mr Towner ted won 
today tins would have be®' the most 
painful moment of my lifeV- • v 

Malarfm Gregory, for Mr Towner. brfd 
the hearing: “My dient-'is unable to 
exercise proper control and management 
of the site with these protesters here.This 
is a privately owned cemetery and my. 
client is entitled to act acconfing to fats 
ownwishes." '• 

District Judge Michael Daniel it 
would be wrong to evict campaigners 
because that would mean banning griev¬ 
ing relatives. He said: / “It? seems 
inconceivable tiiat the court should hem 
a position of hairing to enforce,the order 
to select those tiiat should be evicted." 
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Another first from PC World 

new Sony 

notebooks- 




}•* 

saf 


ULTRA 
LIGHT & 
COMPACT 


»Smaller & lighter v 

than comparable »$.•. 
notebooks. 
i Only 38mm 
deep & 2.5 Kg 
in weight 
-.SeW/i 


j «■ ,-v, • 



£&%3 

•A.Vsk: ' * V 


56 kbps data. 
GSM ready. 
ISDN ready. 

• Ethernet ready. 


m 

f»:v »y* 


NEW 

FASTER DATA 
TRANSFER 


k* 

X&SSr 

5553% ^ i * 

1' . 3r 

HM'v *>♦ 

te» 

®it~ 


FREE 

LOTUS 

SMARTSUITE 97' 


Integrated Software 
Package including 
Word Processing & 
Sprradsheet 
applications. 

Usual Price £99.99 


Rink port (ISE-1394) 
enables high speed 
transfer, processing 
and storage of digital 
data to and from >-Link 
audio visual products, v!*^' 
>■ ■ ■ ■ 


lust like Sony, the specialists at 
PC lMoifd have a'well-earned 
reputation for bringing you the 
new technology first 

SONY®\AIO 

NOTEBOOKS 

233MHz Intel Pentium* Processor with 
MWIX™ Technology 

• 32Mb SyncDRAM. • 2.1Gb hard disk. 

• 512k cache memory. • 12.1" HPA colour display. 

• 24 x CD ROM drive and floppy disk drive. 

• 2Mb Graphics • 16 bit stereo sound with speakers 
and microphona • Infra red and USB ports 

• Windows '98. • Sony video and imaging software. 
MODEL VAIO PCG-735. 


c1499 


12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


INC 

VAT 


PACKAGE 

OPTION 


:n>, =: r'r.'ver 


PACKAGE PRICE 

£1599 



LATEST PORTABLE PCs 
AT GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES 

with FREE Lotus Smartsuite '98* 


■* Processorvritfa 


TOSHIBA 

200 HHz Mdn 
MMX 1 " technology 

XZMb RAM. 2Cb hard StsL 12. f'Dual 5ean cofaur 

display fUtyimegntedlSxCD ROM dine. Floppy 
disk drive. 2Mb graphics. Windows '95. 

Windows'98 upgrade* 

Was E1&9.EU99. £1299. 

MODEL: SMrifite3iOCPS. 

COMPAQ 

233 MHz Cyrix Media CX MMX™ 
Enhanced Processor 

32Mb SyncDRAM-ZlQj hod disk. 12.1' HPA rnkwr 
doffajc 2« x CD ROM IE bit stereo sound. 56k modem. 
Sttld0wsW(ViP^^^'*^Ew»« < 38«nda 

choice of 7 other top sofarare titles. _ •_ 

Was £1699, SOlcTHIQfMC 

MODEL: Presano 1230. Rmil glX J J8S 

PACKAGE OPTION 
COMPAQ 

233MHz Cyrix Mori* GX MMX™ 
Enhanced Processor (As about) 
j-jjgj Canon BK80 Portable mouczhke 
P rinter. . WAA 
gyjQTargus Cany Case. tIJCWpISS 


£ 12 MONTHS 
INTEREST 
FREE OPTION 

WITH NO DEPOSIT ON AU PRODUCTS OVER £250 


TOSHIBA 

233MHz (old Pentium" Processor with 
MMX 1 " tednoiogr 

32Mb EDO MM. MCbWd <fcfc- 2 S 6 fc cache memo* 
121" Dud Scan colour dfepiay. My integrated 20 s CP 
ROM drh*. Floppy 4sk drive. 2Mb graphics, Widows 
% Windows 38 upgraded . _ _ 

Wn£WM.£1699. CCT HfTTQQ 

MODS: SatdBte 520CDS. gfi TnfelJJJSg 

TOSHIBA 

233MHz InM Penthn* nooosror wttfa 
MMX"* technology 

32Mb BDO RAM. 32JGD hard disk. 121" TFT colour 
dsplayL Fully integrated 20 x CD ROM drive. Floppy 
<fek<Jmre.:»fc graphics. Windows-95. 

Windows *96 URgredeT _ 

WavSHM-£2199u BOT 3 rifiQQn.r 

MOoe.sateBe 32 oa>i; anjtrojgG& 

COMPAQ 

233MHz AM& K£ MW" Enhanced Processor 

aailb SyrxDlWM3JCb hard (fist >21" TFTcolwr 
(fispLay. 24 » CD ROM. 16 bd stereo sound 
S6k modem. Windows *98 uppadeY 
MS Wxfe Encana '9B and a choice of 
7 other top software fifes. 

Was £1999. 

MODEL Presario 1633 




SONY 

233MHz hrtd Peattam* Processor with 
MMX-tedroology 

32M> SDRAM 21 <2> hard <Ssk. S»2k ache memory. 
12.1'TFT colour dspisy. 2* x CD ROM with speakers 
and microphone. 56k pc card modem. 

Windows'Sa 

MOOEL VMO PCC-737. _ 

TOSHIBA 

266MHz Intel Pentium’ II Processor 
32a* BJO RAM X8Gb hard disk. 

133" TFT colour display. 

RJjr integrated 30 x CD ROM drive 
Floppy disk dove, a* graphic. Widows’95. 
Windows *98 upgraded w^JEQQ 

MODEL: Satri&gPro49QXCDr. 

TOSHIBA 

266MHz Intel Pbj&m' II Processor 

64Mb HX> RAM 4Kb hard disk. J3LT TFT colour 
Apia*. f«8y integrated OVD ROM drive. Happy disk 
drive. 4M) graphics. Windows*5. 

Windows *98 upgraded 
MOOELtaraTODVD. 


^oaxrtBintaiisrRHerfrepKlfalua 6etore.oiwnhrfie 
6/9/1 monthly payirwU Options are * lofljwr. 6 
raShs ter praduas Q50ES93:9 months (or produce 
E7DCK12OT; IJ momhsta:produa5c«(«eiMXJ.Typccal 
eampleCjshpnceElSOQJtodeptKS IJ merthfy 
paymens d £50 71. Balanced E94219 tube pad beta? 
wwth t2ftpsy*nemOtoMe*sL^p«J£l5oa 


SPREAD THE COST WITH J8 MONTHLY PAYMENTS 


T^pal sample, a ba lances nor seeled befeaeihe 12 
month acton penod. Cadi pree ET5CO 
48 nranttiArpawnBiB of £30.71. 

Total amout paid £243408. 

AO loans ai^ea © tfHus. 


29 , 5 % 


FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL 0990 464 464 
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high on confidence 


STEVE FOSSETT, the Ameri¬ 
can millionaire, is preparing 
to launch his fourth round- 
the-world attempt in a balloon 
from a football stadium in 
Mendoza, the Argentine city 
on the eastern foothills of the 
Andes mountains. 

The 54*year-old business 
man from Chicago is hoping 
that the southern hemi¬ 
sphere's strong and constant 
jrt winds — prevalent at this 
time of year — will result in 
better flying conditions. 

■ “This time 1 am certain I 
will nuke It" he end . at the 
Mendoza Hotel, wtere he is 
huddled with a team of bal¬ 
looning experts. “We have 
cracked it after a few foiled 
attempts and have learnt from 
past mistakes. I think that if I 
get off into one of the jet 
streams which hover .over 
Mendoza, I will definitely 
make it all the way round.” 
Mr Fossett wDl be die first to 
attempt a solo flight from the 
southern hemisphere. 

Unlike his rivals trying to 
achieve the same goal. Mr 
Fossett prefers to fly alone. He 
said: “I don’t want to be just. 
another millionaire who is 
flown around by experts. My 
dream is to become'the man 
who did it by being alone up 
there.” 

The millionaire^ fram is 
waiting for the ideal wind 
currents to take off. Tim Cole, 
his chief engineer, said: “It's 
likely to be Friday or Satur¬ 
day. We prefer to wait for the 
right winds becanse they are 
wnat will guarantee the suc¬ 
cessful outcome of the 
challenge." . 

Mr Fbssett said: The south¬ 
ern hemisphere in winter of¬ 
fers stronger, more constant 
winds and there is less threat 
of thunderstorms. The other 
thing is that l will be flying 
over water most Of the time 
where air flow is less convolut¬ 
ed.” 

Launching the flight from 
die southern hemisphere 
would almost ehminate all the 
political problems associated 
with flying over unfriendly 
countries. Mr Fossetrs three 
previous attempts, all 
launched from his native St 
Louis in Missouri, were 
marred by delays in getting 
permission to cross the air¬ 
space of hostile countries. This 


Ame rican millionaire heads south 
in his fourth attempt to round the 
globe, reports GabrieUa Gamini 



Steve Fossett “This tune I am certain I win make it” 


time Mr Fossett will attempt 
to float around the world in IS 
days, flying over Argentina. 
Uruguay, southern Brazil, the 
Atlantic. South Africa, the 
Indian Ocean. Australia, and 
the Pacific : Ocean before; 
touching down somewhere in. 
South America. The flight, 
mainly over water, poses its 
own risks. “Dropping down 
on water is for more danger-1 
ous but it is a risk I am 
prepared to take." he said. 

Four other balloonists tried 


and foiled last' winter to circle 
the globe ^without stopping. To 
qualify, for the round-the- 
world record, the balloonist 
must fly at-least 12J00 miles, 
within a band of the Earth at 
least 30 degrees latitude south 
of the North Pole or 30 degrees 
north of the South Bale. . 

Mr Fossetfs last attempt in 
January aided when his bal¬ 
loon, Solo Spirit, landed in a 
wheatfieid in southern Russia 
after a delay in getting Libya’s 
permission to cross its air¬ 


space. <“1 had difficulties and 
delays after being refused 
permission to fly over UbS a." 
he said. "Then one of my two 
burners failed and 1 had a 
malfunctioning heater, a) I 
hadtogiveup.” . ■ 

On his first attempt in 1994. 
he crossed the Atlantic in a 
balloon piloted from Canada 
to Germany. In Janu ary 19 97. 
be managed to fly from St 
to north India, setting a 
record for the longest distance 
flown — 10,361 miles in six- 
and-a-half days. “On that 
flight 2 realised that by fixing a 
few things here and there and 
by .'starting. on a more 
favourable course, my dreams 
could come true," he said. 

;Mr Fossetrs stout and un- 
aihletic bearing is misleading. 
. The adventurer has complete 
die Iron Man competition, 
conquered several mountains, 
sailed across the Atlantic and 
Swum across the English 

- Channel. He is clearly com- 
. mitted to achieving his goal to 
‘fly round the world in a 

balloon- The project has cost 
him millions — he is not 
prepared to specify how much. 

During the flight he wilt be 
cramped in a tiny, yeflow. 
unpressurised glass fibre cap¬ 
sule kitted out with a satellite 
computer and telephone links. 

- The flight path mil be moni- 
' cored by a mission control 

team in Washington. The gon¬ 
dola—seven ftlong and ftrar ft 
wide — is just big enough for 
Mr Fossett to lie down in. At 
the 18.000ft altitude which he 
is expected to fly at. the 
temperature outside is almost 
-30 F (-345Q. 

Mr Fossett said: “life inside 
the capsule will be difficult 
Unfortunately, you can’t train 
for sleep deprivation- Psycho¬ 
logically. Pm prepared to do 
this. I have been alone before 
when I sailed across the 
Atlantic Ocean for 17 days and 
tiie Pacific 20 days. 

“I have military ready-to-eai 
meals. 25 litres (SS gafions) of 
water and I am taking a lot of 
chocolate bars and sweets to 
while away the time.” he said 
"I have never beat up there for 
as long as I plan, so I will do a 
Jot of reading." 

The adventurer added: “If l 
am successful... you II see me 
with a big smile for the rest of 
my life." 


Hefhjnvfltted 

balloon 


SOLO SPIRITS RACE AROUNP THE WORLD 



'Nome* 
Flying wires 


Children 
chew their 
way to 
ill-health 

From Damian Whitworth 
IN WASHINGTON 

CHEWING gum. a national 
pastime ever since die pio¬ 
neers adopted the custom of 
chomping on spruce resin 
from American Indians, has 
been identified as the latest 
threat to the nation’ s health. 

Doctors have discovered 
that gum can be responsible 
for an manner of childhood 
ailments, induding constipa¬ 
tion. throat complaints, 
mouth ulcers, dental prob¬ 
lems and coughing fits. Sum- 
ach aches, often regarded by 
parents with scepticism when 
accompanied by pleading for 
a day off schooL may have to 
be considered more sympa¬ 
thetically in the light of the 
report by Nemours Children's 
Cunic in Orlando. Florida. 

The dinic uncovered a cata¬ 
logue of case studies involv¬ 
ing gum chewers. induding a 
four-year-old boy who was 
constipated for two years and 
was found to be chewing — 
and swallowing — seven 
pieces of gum a day with the 
result that his. intestine was 
blocked. A gal aged four, 
sufferiig from constipation 
was found fo.be swallowing 
gum in order to have another 
piece and her intestine be¬ 
came simflariy dogged. 

“When a toddler has chron¬ 
ic. umeiro'ttifig-Tonstipatroo, 
you should flunk twice about 
whether they are gum swal¬ 
lowers," said die author. Dr 
David Milov In the journal 
Pediatrics : The report aid 
that children should simply 
not be allowed to chew gum 
until they were old enough to 
understand the dan vers. 


Sometimes its 

EASIER TO TALK 
XO SOMEONE 
YOU DON’X LIKE. 



• When you tiave a problem, rti; the^;! 
most natural thing-in the woHd to Want: to 

talk it through with someone:. But Whoi " 

- • ^ • I* -. ‘-L • ---v-- •. •'‘ ■ i. -;., 


That’s where the Samaritans ? ' 

unshockable. 


We’re discreet, sympathetic and .c 


• - Our .national number ls0345 9« ^ S^iS: 
or you can e-mail us on foigiimaT^aris:org 

*X±lo" 
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A LEBANESE civilian h* 1 ” Wn 

wounded by 
asecretoewmissile Israel that-is 

^ oca, 0 ati °B zone in 
“““ern Lebanon. 

ofSS? bee ” ca W D S‘^lesls 
of the. mini-cruise missfle", which 

Juns just above fof ground and 
dodges hills and trees, m ^ 
neighbours (erritoryfw Febra^ 
gy. Rumours about 1 the existence 
of the advanced, guided anti-tank 
nussile have hem circulating for 
more than a year. - 1 - 

The missile, still classified by foe 
Isradi Army, has sparked consid- 
erabie speculation among wean- 
ms specialists. theUnited Nation 
troops serving in sout^i Lebanon. 


‘killed by secret Israeli missile tests in south Lebanon’ 


UN, soldiers report sfeeing new weapon, 
writes Nicholas Stanford in Beirut 

Spending the day tending to their 
beehives. They were in full vie 


and the Lebanese Army. Finnish 
soldiers, serving with'foe United 
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon 
(Unifi9 and Arabs have witnessed 
the inissUes in flight-The Unifil 
troops were given a warning notto 
abroach the remains of one 
inissfle but they managed to recov¬ 
er parts of another.. 

' In the attack; brothers Hussein 
Mouqalled, 19, and Muhammad, 
17. were walking halfway up a 
steep valley on their way home to 
the village of Arab-Salim-after 


l view of 

an Israeli compound, two miles 
.away at the for end of ihe valley. 

“Hooked to my left and saw this 
rocket coming straight towards us. 
There was no time to move;'* said 
' Hussein Mouqalled. The missile 
passed between the two and deto¬ 
nated against the diff. Muham¬ 
mad caught the full blast and died 
instantly. His brother escaped 
with severe burns to his bade. 

-. Witnesses said the missile had 



been fired from a helicopter seven 
miles from where the Mouqalled 
' brothers were walking. Those who 
spotted ft in ffight said h skirted 
hills, flew over the villages of Drir 
Mimes,-Xfor Tibirit and Kfar 
Roumane and along the length of 
the,valley before abruptly turning 
towards the women. 

As the potential for conflict in 
the region grows, Syria has taken 
an interest in sightings of the 
missile and has examined frag¬ 
ments that have been recovered by 
the Lebanese Army. Syria has 
30,000 troops in Lebanon. 

It is believed that die missile, 
almost certainly die NT Dandy 
arid also known as the “Long 


Spike”, is bring made by Israel's 
Rafad armaments company based 
in Haifa. The first recorded use of 
the missile was in February when 
an unknown projectile was 
launched at a civilian car five miles 
from an Israeli compound in 
Israeli-occupied south Lebanon. 
The occupants escaped unhurt 
On May 19. two identical mis¬ 
siles were fired from the same 
position at a unit of Shia Muslim 
Amal guerrillas who were infiltrat¬ 
ing the occupied zone. The first 
missile veered off course and 
exploded harmlessly. The Finnish 
Unif3 soldiers noted that as the 
second missile approached the 
guerrillas, “it appeared to be 


searching for its target" before 
plunging 10 the ground. Three 
guerrillas were wounded, one seri¬ 
ously, in the explosion. The attack 
on the Mouqalled brothers took 
place 12 days later. 

The most recent sighting occ¬ 
urred on July 6 when a Norwegian 
UrriJn soldier saw a missile pass 
overhead and crash into a hillside. 
The Israeli Army, admitting that 
the weapon had gone out of 
control, instructed Onifii 10 stay 
away from the blast site. The vital 
components were later collected by 
Israeli troops, leaving wily a few 
pieces of twisted metal for the UN 
peacekeepers to examine. 

A Unifil officer said the Israelis 


were using the occupied zone “as a 
testing range” to prove the weap¬ 
on’s guidance system. “It's the 
perfect place for them to uy out 
new weapons against real targets 
without any repercussions 
Christopher Foss, erf Jane’s De¬ 
fence Weekly, said; “The advan¬ 
tage of such a missile is that if you 
have guerrillas in one of six 
houses, the missile can be 
launched at a long distance and 
flown directly into the house 
containing the guerrillas without 
damaging the other buildings' 
Ihe Lebanese Army said there 
was little it could do to intervene. 
"We are always the victims." 
Colonel Maher Toufeili said. 


of renaissance 

The alliance thajt drove Mobutu from power is divided 
by new accusations of corruption, writes Sam Kiley 


DREAMS of an “African re- • 
naissance"led by anew breed! 
of leader have been shattered 
by an armed uprising against 
President Kabila of the Demo-, 
cratic Republic of Congo and 
fears of a return to all-out civil 
war in neighbouring Angola. | 

Less than 18 months since ' 
he led a campaign backed by 
Rwanda, Uganda and Angola 
to oust Mobutu Sese Seko of 
tile then Zaire, Mr Kabila 
yesterday looked in danger of 
being toppled by his former 
allies. 

According to independent 
sources throughout eastern 
Congo, ethnic Tutsis who 
formed the backbone of .his 
Alliance of Democratic Forces 
for the Liberation of Congo in 
1996, have attacked the towns 
of Goma and Bukavu on Lake 
Kivu, as well as Uvira and 
Kisangani, the country’s tfaird- 
largest city which controls 
shipping on the River Conga 

The sudden uprising, led by 
his own lOth Battalion , of 
mainly Banyamulehge (Tutsi) 
fighters, began in Uvira, the 
eastern town from where JVfr 
Kabila began.his.march on 
Kinshasa more than LOGO - 
miles to the west in October 
1996. Heavy fighting with 
artillery and-mortars was 
reported from all the flash-, 
points, indicating that the 
Tutsi soldiers appear well co- 
ordinated in their attempts to 
depose Mr KaMa. whom 
rebel radio accused of corrup¬ 
tion and incompetence. 

These failings led fo the 
downfall of his predecessor, 
and to a plan hatched by the 
leaders of Ethiopia; Eritrea, 
Uganda. Rwanda, and Angola 
to dean up the many areas of 



Kabila: accused by 
. allies of corruption - 

instability in central and west 
Africaby working together to 
depose, Mr Mobutu, and cm 
off a 11 afppfySnes to Angola’s 
rebel leader. Jonas SavimbL 
.. The mood of change was 
taken up by Thabo Mbeki. 
South Africa's Deputy Presi¬ 
dent, who .said last year that 
the “African renaissance" was 
myjainent'rBm the -concept 
died ai'bfffo as fts'lmdwives 
squabbled: along the borders 
of Ethiopia and Eritrea. C 
last week Dr SavfinbiTs 
Unjtamovement clashedwith 
Angolan Government forces 
and drove theion aut of several 
villages. Thisweek The Star in 
Johannesburg* reported that 
he had hired 300 mainly 
South African mercenaries to 
boost his own force of10.000to 
15.000 guerrillas!. 

Several of Mr Kabila’s eth¬ 
nic Tfrtsi ministers fled-into 
exile last week as news of the 


army rebellion filtered 
. through to Kinsbasa-where he 
dismissed his chief military 
adviser. James Kabari. and 
ordered non-Tutsi soldiers to 

- “shoot on sight" any “foreign 
troops" they saw in thecapitaL 

Yesterday Kinshasa was 
rocked by pre-dawn battles 
around the Kokolo barracks 
where 1,000 Tutsis, many of 
them Rwandans "on contract" 
Mr Kabila, were based. 
Sources in Kinshasa said that 
they had fled into nearby 
forests. Expert jungle war- 
. riors.. they are' likely to re¬ 
group and counter-attack. 

“We. the army of the Demo¬ 
cratic Republic of the Congo, 
have. taken the decision to 
remove President Kabila from 
power." said a statement 
broadcast on Sunday in 
French and .Swahili over 
Radio Goma, according to the 
Rwandan News Agentty- 

Mr. Kabila’S indigenous 
army was trained and 
equipped by the Tutsis with 
backing from Congo’s neigh¬ 
bours and is unlikely to be 
. ableto win a sustained conflict 

with jts.former mentors.. 

* “This istheendgameweall 
' feared when Mobutu Was 
.driven out of power." said a 
Western diplomat in Kinsha¬ 
sa. “The worst didnt happen 

- -then because the Thtsis kepi a 

grip ot things. Now they have 
split away, and they, could be. 
1 beyond anyone's control" 

□ Kinshasa: Banyamulenge 
rebels hijacked a private air¬ 
craft in eastern Congo yester- 

- day and ordered the pilot to fly 
to Kitona military base near 
the Atlantic coast, a spokes¬ 
man for Mr Kabila’s Govern¬ 
ment said. (AP) 


SEATTLE ART MUSEUM; 



A Jewish family claims that Odalisque by Matisse — in Seattle Art Museum — was plundered by the Nazis 

Gallery is sued over ‘looted’ art 


From TUnku Varaoarajan 

IN NEW YORK 

THE heirs of Paul Rosenberg, a promi¬ 
nent Jewish art dealer who fled Paris 
during the Second World War and took 
refuge in the United States, have sued the 
Seattle Ait Museum for the return of a 
g by Henri Matisse, alleged to 
been stolen from Rosenberg by the 
Nazis in 1941. 

The lawsuit, under which the family 
seeks to recover Odalisque — painted in 
1927 — is the first against an American 
museum over art seized from Jews by the 
Nans. 

Although the museum initially said 
that it would have preferred a settlement 
readied by mediation, ft later expressed a 
preference for the dispute to go to court 
as a test case. In court the museum's 
lawyers hope to resolve the role played in 
the painting’s history by Knoedler & 
Company, the renowned Manhattan art 


dealer which bought Odalisque in 1954 
from a gallery in Paris. 

However, the Rosenberg family, con¬ 
vinced that they have incontrovertible 
proof that the painting was stolen from 
them, are unhappy at having to go to trial 
to recover the object Elaine Rosenberg, 
die . widow of the patriarch's son 
Alexandre, said: “There fenojustification 
for the Seattle Art Museum’s forcing the 
Rosenberg family to incur the expense 
and delay of bringing a lawsuit” 

Experts in Seattle have valued the 
painting at $2 million (£1.2 million). 

The whereabouts of Odalisque were 
not known to the Rosen bogs until 1996. 
In that year, a Ca nadia n timber magnate 
called Prentice B toed el gave the painting 
to the Seattle Art Museum. Shortly 
afterwards a book called The Lost 
Museum: The Nad Conspiracy to Steal 
the World’s Greatest Works of Art was 
published, in which the author. Hector 
Feliciana cites the painting as one of 


many plundered by the Nazis. He stated 
that it was stolen from Rosenberg. 

A grandchild of Mr Bloedd, who is 
now dead, recognised the illustration in 
the book as matching die painting that 
had been given to the museum. The 
Bloedel family then contacted the Rosen¬ 
borgs. who filed a legal demand for the 
painting's return on October 17 last year. 

They agreed to wait until June 15 
before taking further legal action, a 
period meant to allow the family and the 
museum to settle the dispute out of court. 
However, on June 12 the museum wrote 
to the Rosenbergs expressing a wish to go 
to trial. 

Mr Feliciana who spoke yesterday to 
The New York Times, has expressed 
surprise at the museum’s position. The 
“art sleuth-authOT” said: “TTiis is a very, 
very solid claim, where you have docu¬ 
ments all the way through from the 1930s 
through the 1960s showing that the 
painting belonged to the Rosen bergs." 


Clinton 
fails to 
shield 
confidants 


From Ian Brodie 

IN WASHINGTON' 

PRESIDENT CLINTON lost 
a last-ditch attempt to stop 
dose confidants, who are also 
White House lawyers, from 
giving testimony before the 
Monica Lewinsky grand jury 
yesterday. 

For the second time in a 
little more than two weeks, 
Chief Justice William Rehn- 
quisT of the United Stales 
Supreme Court ruled against 
Mr Clinton whose lawyers 
had filed a late night emergen¬ 
cy motion to bar Kenneth 
Starr, the independent prose¬ 
cutor. from penetrating the 
President's inner rircle. 

In his first ruling. Chief 
Justice Rehnquist ordered that 
Secret Service agents who 
guard the President must tell 
foe grand jury whatever they 
knew about Ms Lewinsky'S 
visits to Mr Clinton. In nis 
second, he cleared foe way for 
Mr Starr to ask White House 
lawyers about the matter. 

Two hours later one of 
them, Larry Breuer. a key 
member of foe President’s 
damage control team, ap¬ 
peared before foe grand jury 
investigating contested allega¬ 
tions that Mr Clinton had a 
sexual relationship with Ms 
Lewinsky and then pressured 
her and others to lie about it 

Yesterday's ruling also al¬ 
lows Mr Starr to summon 
Bruce Lindsey, a White House 
lawyer who has been the 
President's dosest ally since 
their days in Arkansas. Mr 
Lindsey is recovering from 
surgery and unable to appear 
for a week or so. 

He is foe keeper of so many 
Clinton secrets that he is 
jokingly known as "All the 
President’s Man". Among his 
tasks in foe past was foe 
tracking down of several 
women whom he urged to 
deny allegations that they had 
affairs with Mr Clinton. 
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GMs switched at birth 
to meetbiqpd relatives 

TWO girls Switched at.bisgh.thrqe Centjem Cha rlottesv ille i n 1995 i sfoe 
ye^agbare-Iifeyfocmitipiffi^s^/' tfirf^^r^.a criminal, investigation. 
wifo'the.faimSes whdefiateraisOT' '^e^s»rajp.came to'light only after 
them.butwfflbelniroducedtpjhdr, /paternity teste’ conducted to by.to 

riaturaf rd^D^'Lartju^^^MB^’ .-seliteva i^^-.wran^ ow duld 

ent agreement- between -fofe‘two.: support payments. revealed that 
bewildered foi^i^ Vroukl- avert -a- ~Caffie Johnson, die other child, was 
long and complicate Je§al ‘batfle T nm bkrf(^caity linked to her parents 
owtliechildren^^ialrea^y ficear but had been mixed up vrifo Rebecca, 
confasxrig future. -V.: •?" . V* who was bom at foe same time. 

“i think this is that'- . - Rebecca^ situation has been rar- 

iose familieswill beafefe td wPrk out the* complicated by ftedeafo in a car 
~ t _o.. ; oash fouf weeks .ago- of the couple 

site had known as her plants, Kevin 
' Outturn arid Whitney Rogers. She is 
being cared for in rotation by three 
sets of grandparents and step-- 
.^grandparents. ? 

“They want foeduld they’ve raised 
and loved for! three years," Mr Irvine 
said.. Investigators’ appear still to be 
rio closer to understanding how the 
babies were swapped inbosprraL •. 


^toncerning 

.ItijftCertam- 


no switching place," said 

lichaeL Irvine] an attorney for foe : 
mily of Rebecca Outturn, ooe oftbe 
jls, adding:■ “The families are 
lying they waptlodowhars best for. 
iechildren." 

The mysterious swapping of: foe - 
m girls in a maternity ward: at the; 
diversity ■ of.- Virginia’■ Medical-. 



British journalist killed 
in Mexican robbery 


ByTunku Varadarajan 


A BRITISH journalist who had lived 
in Mexico for 47 years was murdered 
in hear flat In a fashionable quarter of 
Mexico City, apparently by a robber 
who was in her home when she 
returned from work. 

Susan Caroline Hulse. 60. popu¬ 
larly known as Sally-Sue. is thought 
to have died instantly after being 
stabbed twice in foe chest with a flick 
knife. She was a*'society" columnist 
for the Mexico City Times, an 
English-language paper for Ameri¬ 
can and British expatriates. Her 
weekly column. Pulse by Hulse. was 
required reacting for this group, 
listing parties, births, deaths and foe 
arrivals of prominent visitors. 

■ Police described Ms Hulse’S mur¬ 
der on Sunday as “very strange". She 
had returned to her . home in foe 
company of a friend. Silvia Velez, at 
430pm. On opening the door they 


found a man, who claimed to be a 
relative of a cleaner who worked in 
the building. 

The flat was in a mess, with 
drawers pulled open and clothes and 
books strewn all over the floor. It 
appears that the two women were 
about to raise an alarm when the 
man hurled himself on Ms Hulse — 
who was the closer of the two — and 
pulled out a knife Ms Vglez, standing 
by the door, fled in search of help. 
When she returned with the police 
Ms Hulse lay dead on the floor. She 
had been gagged. 

Ms Hulse. born in Britain, lived as 
a child in British Honduras, now 
Belize. Her father was a rector of foe 
Episcopal church, who moved to 
Mexico Mien she was 13. Yesterday 
Joe Nash, a journalist who worked 
with Ms Hulse. said: “She was very 
well-loved in the community." 


k 7.25%* 


INSTANT ACCESS 




Proof you don’t 
need a big ad 
to create a lot 
of interest. 


for more details on the Instant Access Savings 
Account that offers a consistently high rate 
of interest please ring free on 0500 804 804. 

BANK OF SCOTLAND 

— BANKING DIRECT 5 — 
call us free on 

0500 804 804 ^ 


•Oka raw K» Ubiks ot CiOOO ml m. and « MW op* «ws pad imuo* Crow, a in* ana* ra* 
at wna »—» wwdm dtMW d bh mui n. uatcUwiiamn MnHl riM (luma conert a 

Ptt* 01 pmng Dal n4rct » oraaen- Urmam opoMg orpXM r. £5dO. Mtnw um K koBM to, 

anup puipeiM «v b* ffvasnd iww Oie Barfc't ana Enxnftna. Bank of Sctfund 
Data arc >; arc mgnt m e n Mwa of Coams ana Cocnaun, at m Bdm of Scarcni Bm* v 

3ooum » Bn Csaa mi m«<H d Co* m usnsgeB ixnv* Pi«ut 



hofiday- this year^vv^ : n<^-b to a short break tb from £65,* our 72 hour return fare wifi take a " 

r ■■■ across the-Cban^ YoOrtin spe&d.froca ^Folkestone tbBodogne bn SeaCat ri under 55 minutes. .But-best of ail, our 

car andup to pcvpir .... . . ."* ■* . 

'fast n qtrfdc^' more of your timein FtariceiTo take advantage of this offer, don't delay, book now. 

• 's....' . 1- ■ " . 1 1 r 1. C« LQ Do fin flmw ttan n t JivBaiAv kv^Viiit iw rlw nl rnuJ anH fnr fawifffau Honartunn Prirv 


'The 72 hour retun 


"iaii niurt be at time uf bookin& OSer valid fix navel- tml3 6S3B. limited avaifabSiiy. £10 a^pfanent appfe-for booking made on day of navel and for Saturday departures. Ftias subject to change without notice. 



































t TMPC l/L’Xin O «n» n»~ TT^iT.T^ 



■ - 


.... :f 

- ■ j. - y-Vi5S'>’Si?5? 


12 OVERSEAS NEWS 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY AUGUST 51998 ^ 




ord 


Massacre fuels 


nuclear rhetoric 


over Kashmir 


FIVE days of cross-border 
shelling between Indian and 
Pakistani forces in Kashmir, 
killing dozens of civilians, 
have plunged relations be¬ 
tween the two nuclear powers 
to their lowest ebb in years. 
Pakistan warned India of the 
dangers of "major conflict”. 

A war of words has been 
fuelled by the massacre in 
India of 35 Hindus in two 
attacks by suspected Kashmiri 
Muslim militants—one of the 
worst atrocities of its kind 
since the Kashmir uprising 
began nine years ago. The 
slaughter happened in the 
neighbouring mountain state 
of Himachal Pradesh, a nor¬ 
mally peaceful backwater. 

Men with automatic weap¬ 
ons roused road construction 
workers sleeping in several 
tents on Monday, ordered 
them to stand in three rows 
and shot 26 dead. Many 
others were injured. The sec¬ 
ond attack was also on con¬ 
struction workers in the same 
region. Men were ordered to 
line up against a row of trees 
before nine were shot 

Thirty additional com¬ 
panies of paramilitary police 
were sent to tite area yesterday 
to support a security sweep. 
The attacks mark a new low in 
the tactics of Kashmiri mili¬ 
tants. who have lost most of 
their grassroots support and 
have taken a battering from 
Indian security forces. 

The intensity of army and 
paramilitary operations in the 
former princely state has 


Threats by Pakistan have destroyed 
hopes for a new dialogue, writes 
Christopher Thomas in Delhi 
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made it all tut impossible for 
them to attack anything but 
soft targets, leading to a 
number of attacks on Hindu 
civilians in the Jammu district 
of Kashmir—a mainly Hindu 
region that until recently has 
been relatively free of trouble. 

Pakistan is intensifying its 
rhetoric against India, de¬ 
stroying any hope that the two 
sides might resume construc¬ 
tive talks in the near future to 
tackle the issues dividing 
them. Gohar Ayub Khan, the 
Foreign Minister, issued a 
warning that bonier dashes 
could lead to widening conflict 
and said that all of Tndia was 
within Pakistan’s range — 
perhaps a hint of the danger of 
nudear conflict 

Mr Khan’s rhetoric is dear- 
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Army sends men home 


Bangkok: More than 
100,000 Thai miGtaiy con¬ 
scripts are being offered 
unpaid leave because the 
army is running out of 
money to pay them, army 
sources said yesterday. 

The army, like every oth¬ 
er Thai government body, is 
fating budget cuts linked to 


an austerity package 
agreed with the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund in 
return for a $172 billion 
(EIO 1 ! bflDon) bail-out for 
its recession-hit economy. 

All young Thai men are 
conscripted for up to two 
years. They are paid 34 baht 
(50p) a day. (Reuters) 


fy for local consumption rath¬ 
er than indicating any serious 
immediate danger of war. The 
economy is in crisis because of 
sanctions after the detonation 
of nudear devices three 
months ago and enthusiasm 
for the blasts has given way to 
despair about mounting eco¬ 
nomic,. security and social 
problems. 

Atal Behari Vajpayee, the 
Indian Prime Minister, said 
Delhi would deal with Paki¬ 
stani border shelling with a 
“firm hand”. He told parlia¬ 
ment that he had told Nawaz 
Sharif, his Pakistani counter¬ 
part, during talks in Sri Lanka 
last week that Islamabad’s 
support for Kashmiri terror¬ 
ism was incompatible with the 
desire for friendship. Thai is 
much calmer language than 
Pakistan is using. 

There is no doubt that 
Islamabad does sponsor ter¬ 
rorism in Kashmir, which has 
had a long list of grievances 
since two thirds of the former 
independent state came under 
Indian control half a century 
ago. These include the repeat¬ 
ed rigging of elections to show 
a pro-India slant 

Indian intelligence agencies 
believe the main terrorist 
group in Kashmir is Hizbul 
Mujahidin, which operates 
from Pakistan. There is virtu¬ 
ally no indigenous militant 
activity in the state any longer 
and without Pakistani involve¬ 
ment there would doubtless be 
peace of sorts. Hatred of India, 
nevertheless, remains deep 
among most Kashmiri 
Muslims. 

The cross-border shelling 
was at its most intense over 
the weekend, but was reported 
to have subsided last night 
Rifle fire, however, was at. 
times intense. 






A Thai drug addict holds a butcher's cleaver to thethroat of an I&nunitb-Qld child to persuade Barit 
overpowered after 30 minutes and thehoy rescued unhar med. Amphetamine addiction mThaui 


vehim a gun. He was 
according to police 


Yo-yo theft a 


rising crime 


Singapore: A yoyo craze 
sweeping Singapore is con¬ 
tributing to juvenile delin¬ 
quency wnib thefts of the toy 
accounting for almost half of 
all juvenile diopfifting cases 
in May. The New Paper 
reported yesterday. 

The toys sell for about £4 
each. Singaporean - families 
are cutting back on frills as 
the Asian economic crisis hits 
this affluent island republic. 
Parents who may once have 
indulged their children's 
craving for the latest yo-yo 
are now more likely to say no. 

All types of shoplifting 
accounted for 60 per cent of 
juvenile crimes through 
May. the paper said, and 
were part of a general 47 per 
cent rise in crime over the 
same period last year. (AP) ■ • 


From James Pringle tn belhng 


A DYKE on the rain?swoUen 
and dangerously high Yangtze 
River has broken its banks, 
washing away a company of 
soldiers sent to shore up the 
embankment, officials said 
here yesterday. 

“About 200 people, includ¬ 
ing soldiers. . farmers, 
labourers and local leaders 
were working to protect the 
dyke when it collapsed,” said a 
local official in Hubei prov¬ 
ince’s Jiayu county. “Just as 
several Trucks full of troops . 
arrived in response to danger ; 
reports, the mud and stone 
dyke collapsed and they were 
washed away,” he added- The . 
fate of those washed away was 
unknown and there was no 
estimate of the tofl. 

The official Xinhua hews 


agency quoted a flood control 
official as saying the Yangtze 
could burst hs banks at 3JD0 
points and that 1,800 of these 
could see serious breaches.: - 

“The flood control situation 
along the Yangtze is extremely 
serious and wfll remain so for 
the foreseeable future," 
Xinhu a quoted an official of 
the Stale Flood Control and 
DroughtReiief Headquarters 
assaying. 

One million people have 
been evacuated m the worst- 
hit provinces of Hunan, Hubei 
and Jiangxi while three mil¬ 
lion more have beenmobtlised 
to combat the floods. Soldiers 
have been tokl to “struggle to 
the death" to fight the inunda¬ 
tions. About £500people have 
died, and the morale of those 


evacuated and living in tents' 
on. the.dykes is tow. The 
Government ,.ha$ provided 
supplies of emergency medi¬ 
cine and rice. Overall damage 
is estimated at £2.9 bflEan. j 
Flood control officials said 
yesterday that more rains/on 


tze had created a new’ flood 
crestwhich was meting 
downstream. An affiriaF said. 
many embankments had been 
saturated for a month and' 


there was a growing danger of 
them giving way. ~ r • 
China’s main flood season is 
only 'now'.approadung and 
meteorologist art premetirig 
that tropical storms could now 
hit the southeastern coast 
Preparations are bting made 
-to guard against floods oil the 


Yellow River.further to the 
north. The Yellow River was 
once known as “China’s Sor¬ 
row" because of the many lives 
its floods toede annually,-hat 
for much af the year now the 
river bed is. ay in parts 
because of the shooing off of 
water for industrial and irri¬ 
gation projects. ■■ 

- Experts have spoken of the 
need to divert the floods from 
main population centres and 
the dozens crf dties akmg its 
banks: Already llsmall (fykes 
have been blown up to help 
protect the industrial city of 
Wuhtouwbich has a popufo- 
tion of seven mflBon. 

Tip top off fee gfoom, north¬ 
east Chtoa,formefy 
ria, uralso threatened wife 
flooding: 
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From Ben Macxntyre in Paris 
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BUSINESS may be turning sour for. 
the cr£me de la crtme of French 
odsine, since financial backers are 
finding it increasingly hard to stom¬ 
ach the crot of bank-rolling three-star 
French restaurants, purveyors of the 
world’s most refined and expensive 
food. 

Many of France’s top restaurants 
never break into profit despite their 
high prices, according to a survey, 
and while those awarded three stars 
by the aB-powerful Michelin Guide 
are still considered the best in die 
world, they are also cripplingiy 
expensive to run. 

The latest casualty is Alain 
Senderens, one of the most famous 
chefs in France, whose Lucas-Carton 
restaurant in the eighth azwndisse- 
mem of Paris is one of just 21. 
restaurants to boast the coveted three 
Michelin stars this year. 

M Senderens’s Homard de Bre¬ 
tagne et sa polenta & corail (Breton 
lobster with coral polenta) is wi del y 
regarded as one of the most tooth¬ 
some dishes invaded by man. but his 
financial backers.the Japanese brew¬ 
ing and hotel group. Asahi Okura, 
have reportedly deeded to puD out of 
the business, leaving the chef looking 
for a new partner. 

In an interview with Le Figaro, M 
Senderens said that “haute cuisine" 
such as his was beaming less 
financially viable.. “Social change , 
the approaching 35-hour week. the 
luxury trade, which carries us along 
and which is going out of fashion — 
the entire profession is asking ques-.. 
tions. The luxury trade has . to 
reposition itself." M Senderens said. 

A financial.survey showed that, 
with a few notable exceptions, many 
of the most famously opulent restau¬ 
rants are consistently running at a 
108S. with some es tablishme nts losing 
tip to Fr4 million (£400,000) a year. 

Chefs say the situation is . in 
contrast to the commercial hunger 
for three-star restaurants:and their' 
equivalents. a decade-: ago, when v 
financial backers were finmg .up to_ 


! mm 


underwrite the most fashionable and 
expensive French eateries. A sign of 
the future came three years ago when 
Pierre Gagnaire became foe first 


M Gagnaire has since opened 
another restaurant in Paris, and 
promptly won back his stars. 

The crisis among three-star restau¬ 
rateurs partly reflects their own high 
standards and the enormous costs of 
maintaining, and constantly evolving 
' and improving, the luxury fixtures 
and fittings. not to mention the mom. 
Many insist an a ratio of one waiter 
for every diner, resulting in a huge 
wagebill. 

L’ArpegC in Paris, one of die few 
three-star restaurants to post a profit, 
is preparing to spend. £50.000 this 
year on another set of cutlery. A new 
batch of handmade chairs at 
Trcnsgros restaurant in Roanne win 
cost foe owners 05,000. 

The owners of three Michelin stars 
are also feeing stiff competition from 
less grand establishments which 
arguably offer better value for money 
by spending less on decor and more 
on the food. .. . 

“Three-star restaurants in France 
can be divided into three categories," 
according to Alain Ducasse. the 
French culinary star whose restau¬ 
rants in Paris and Monaco bod) have 
three stars; “One, those that are 
owned by families; two. those that are 
owned by financial groups; apart 
from one or two exceptions, the rest 
are in trouble." 

. Many chefs argue that without 
government help in the form of 
reduced charges ..'and VAT. they 
cannot long survive in the current 

fi nancial rlimatp 

"Today no financier worthy of the 
name would invest in such an 
undertaking. You have to.be mad. 
Eke us, to keep up a28-acre park, to 
swallow up Fr3miliiGn br Fr 4 million 
on doing up die kitchens," remarks 
‘ Michel Gu&ariL of the famed three- 
~star Les PnSs d’Eugenfo restaurant in 
.the Landes.. . 






Tutu attacks ‘lies’ 
of white leaders 


Johannesburg; Archbishop Desmond Turn yesterday at¬ 
tacked South Africa’s former white leaders, saying most of 
them had lied to his post-apartheid Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. “True reconciliation cannoi be based on lies." 
he said in an article published in Johannesburg’s The Star. 

Archbishop Tutu, who chaired the commission which last 
week ended a two-year inquiry into apartheid-era human 
rights crimes, said whites had not matched the willingness of 
their black victims to forgive. In an clear reference to F.W. de 
Klerk, the former President, he said those who had known 
about illegal acts and done nothing to expose them had 
condoned those actions. (Reuters) 


Australia to get fast train 


Canberra; Australia has announced plans for a A$35 billion 
(£1.2 billion) high-speed rail link between Canberra, the 
capital, and Sydney, the first of its kind in foe country. John 
Howard, foe Prime Minister, said foe Speed rail consortium, 
jointly led by a Franco-Brinsh group, had won foe project. 
The new rail link, based on France's TGV system, should 
more than halve foe overland travel time for foe 198-mfle 
joamey between the two dues to SI minutes. The air journey 
takes about 50 minutes. The line will not be finished in time 
for the 2000 Olympics in Sydney. (Reuters) 


Scare over Havel condition 


Daniel Nivel lies critically injured after being beaten by German hooligans in Lens on June 21 


Gendarme battered by soccer 
thugs is out of six-week coma 


Prague; President Havel of foe Czech Republic fell 
"temporarily" into a critical condition but doctors said they 
stabilised him with electronic shocks. During a two-hour 
crisis, Mr Havel’s heart rate soared to 200 beats per minute 
due to blood poisoning caused by pneumonia . and his blood 
pressure fell to critical levels, his doctor, llja Kotik, said. He 
added foal the President's heart rate was “almost normal" 
later and signs of blood poisoning were receding. (AP) 


Iranians seek British payout 



By Ben Maoniyre 


NfveL conscious but likely 
to suffer brain damage 


THE gendarme beaten unconscious 
by Goman soccer hooligans daring 
the World Cup has come out of foe 
coma in which be lay for six weeks 
and may soon be able to leave 
hospital, doctors said yesterday. 

Daniel NiveL 43, has fully re¬ 
gained consciousness and no longer 
needs a ventilator to breathe. But he 
still has speech and comprehension 
problems, and musde weakness on 
the right side of his body. 

The policeman, a married father 
of two, was attacked by a gang of 
German hooligans on June 21 out¬ 
side the stadium in Lens, northern 
France, on the night of the Germany- 
Yugoslavia match. His bead injuries 
were so severe that doctors feared he 
might never regain consciousness. 

Five Germans have been charged 
with attempted murder four in 
Germany and the fifth in France. 

Doctors said that no further sur¬ 


gery was planned and that M Nivel 
would be allowed to move to a 
rehabilitation centre for physiother¬ 
apy in two or three weeks. But they 
also said that he was likely to suffer 
long-term and possibly irreversible 
brain damag e. 

“We are happy that he is making 
such good progress, but he still 
needs up to a year of speech therapy 
... We will not know for several 
months whether he will make a 
complete recovery.” a hospital 
spokesman said. 

M Nivel was trapped in a Lens 
side-street after the match by about 
20 German fans. He was allegedly 
beaten to his knees with a wooden 
advertising panel, then repeatedly 
hit with his teargas launcher, accord¬ 
ing to a reconstruction of events by 
Der SpiegeL the Goman magazine. 
He was then kicked while on foe 
ground, investigators said. 


Tehran: Iranians wounded by Iraqi chemical weapons in 
their 1980-88 war have lodged a complaint against the 
weapons’ users and suppliers, including Britain and other 
Western governments, an Iranian military official said in 
remarks published in the Tehran Times. Muhammad Baqer 
Niklchah said the victims had filed complaints to 
international bodies demanding compensation for their 
sufferings. (Reuters) Leading article, page 17 


CIA honour for Bush 


Washington: The CIA headquarters at Langley. Virginia, 
just outside Washington, will be renamed after George Bush, 
foe only former President who was also director of foe agency 
(Ian Brodie writes). Mr Bush became director of foe CIA in 
1976 and was credited with restoring morale among its 
beleaguered staff. The agency’s headquarters will be known 
as the George H.W. Bush Centre for Central Intelligence. 


Fruit-picker shot dead 


Kuala Lumpur. Harun Mamat, 47. who climbed a tree to 
pick mangosteens, a tropical fruit, was killed by hunters who 
mistook him for a squirrel, reports said. Mr Harun was shot 
in the chest while perched in the tree in a village near Kota 
Baru, in foe northern Malaysian state of Kelantan. One of 
foe hunters has been detained for questioning. (AP) 


- 7 .. H •' K* ' < ■ . • 

•- -- : ’ • V * ' 

■ ^ 

,:v-v .' 







• •' - - v ■ s • 

. .j':-:. (fr* 

■ ’? •• ft**: r Y'" 






y-r .. - y> . -tVftjj 



YOU ALWAYS GET MORE IN FIRST CLASS 


| H . <i.’ i U 1 . it i< i 11 . :n< lit; i< i Huff .t! r.< tit th 


i th t - (.nit ■■;: >> 


j., if i: !t:fl ,"vj f -..ilr-y !l " 

w v . -,i I '• I . -i i-. ; lo :n .Ml v.-flfH'M Whiif ; ‘ ?»«’ I =i< J’' U<vi.- • -f •-.!! I'.-x 'ill. 11(11.H ! u •! Ii .1 r ruiiif .(■' for ;i?l - r l! 

!.(|-■-i! u *r. • • •> if •'-i :< u vr.d‘il<ly '/”<■ 


:n; lit • [;! irpn: 

.ill.) 11 ' i i ! !■-1 ■ ’I ■ > 


n[i»v • h 11 <-i i t * ’ - k cIkhkiu to 


, .... v ; .1 . . ! * f • • I rr ; - i'f (. • •: H -nth 

j ■ •• :i i 1 , APR i : 1 S“.. ij.fM'- ■ ii M ' -I!'*! i 


. il’.tl i :> it it <<• • if >f i- ; - 

if I "■ ji ;-h.vu. i ' :yr r i: ; 


* r ha. 




034-5 833 833 


TRAVEL FIRST CLASS. GALAXY ^ \%r'/ ' 


C.SZIWW- OpBorap- 


Payment ^hifcTlman OuarMHaod VUot): CKU88.- APR 12 JS*. FwW Oisgaa may be male sub)ad to nilaiyuft iiiiWw * to Mtonwd « the axl o? toa aoMnant Bnsnc* MtoM ib 

t Mrstka tJBhtoan 2S md lOOVnte. Pric*s iwrect nl buna ct gotog » press. 


OuaaflMi/IndemflHes may be rewired 


tV 


Ben 





















14 FEATURES __ the times Wednesday August s im . | 

Confessions of a social dyslexic * 


Once a model, now a writer and chatelaine of a 
country home, Barbara Neil has it all — but for 
private demons. Interview by Magnus Linklater 


A sleeping child is wok¬ 
en in die middle of 
the night and car¬ 
ried, half-conscious, 
head flopping in the arms of 
an adult, into a room where 
there is a group of strangers. 
She is then set down among 
them. We do not know what 
happens next, except that we 
know it is wrong. Even with¬ 
out guessing the motives of 
those who have woken her, we 
sense that something terrible 
is going on. 

The result is a deep- 
seated trauma that 
twists the lives of two 
sisters, caught up in 
this unspecified abuse. 

As they grow older, 
one runs wild, fleeing 
the memory of those 
interrupted nights 
through a life of drink, 
drugs and destructive 
sexual relationships. 

The other tries to con¬ 
front the past wants to 
uncover what really 
happened, but finds 
that no one will talk to 
her. Unable to form 
any kind of relation¬ 
ship. she retreats from 
human contact 
. This enforced silence 
is the painful theme of 
Barbara Neil's fourth 
and most challenging Hy 
novel. A History of KjRE 
Silence, like the oth- IPt 
ers. A Man With His 
Back to the Bast. Some- ■■■ 
one Wonderful, and Six 
The Possession of De¬ 
lia Sutherland, it digs deep 
into the facade of ordinary life 
to explore the dislocating reali¬ 
ty behind it 

Her publishers wanted to 
know more about whal had 
actually been done to the sis¬ 
ters. Ms Neil leaves the reader 
guessing. 

“It could be a paedophile 
ring going on there." she says. 
“But I maintain that if the 
worst thing that had hap¬ 
pened to them was that they 
had been woken as infants 
and carried while still sleeping 
and set down among stran¬ 
gers, that is abuse enough — if 
the circumstances are suffi¬ 
ciently sinister or confusing, 
that is enough to destroy a 
child's stability." 

The book has been warmly 


received and her American 
publishers are excited about it. 
In France and Germany her 
novels have been enthusiasti¬ 
cally reviewed. 

So for, however, she has not 
made a serious breakthrough 
in Britain. Here, the reaction 
to her work remains uncer¬ 
tain. That may be because Ms 
Neil does not fit easily into any 
conventional pattern. Her 
own life, apparently one of so¬ 
cial ease, conceals a back¬ 
ground as turbulent as those 



Sixties child: Ned became a model at 16 


of her fictional characters. 
Married for die past 23 years 
to a Wiltshire landowner, An¬ 
drew Christie-Miller. she is 
the mother of five children, 
and. at 50. a great beauty. On 
the Clarendon estate within 
sight of Salisbury Cathedral, 
where the 12th-century consti¬ 
tutions of England were 
drawn up. she appears the im¬ 
maculate hostess, entertaining 
her husband’s shooting guests 
with poise and charm, helping 
to run the Salisbury Literary 
Festival, immersing herself in 
family life. 

That, she says, is a mislead¬ 
ing picture: “I am socially dys¬ 
lexic l do not understand how 
society works. I cannot take 
formalised society seriously. 
The fact that someone is titled 


or not tided seems to me laugh¬ 
able. It doesn't matter." 

Her family history is about 
as removed from country life 
in Wiltshire as it is possible to 
imagine. Her grandfather was 
an Edinburgh wholesale 
butcher, her grandmother 
worked as a maid and. lived in 
almshouses, where Barbara’s 
mother was brought up. 

“When I married Andrew." 
she recalls, "my mother said 
‘Don’t tell him where we used 
to live'.” Her father was a bril- 
singh Hant and complex man 
who helped to pioneer 
the Alexander tech- 
nique in Britain. A se¬ 
vere asthmatic, he was 
so ill as a young man 
that he was told he was 
unlikely to live past the 
age of 21. Instead, he 
was taken up by the 
young Frederick Matth¬ 
ias Alexander, who 
said that he could cure 
him. but only if he 
came to live with him 
in Oxford. There he 
learnt to cope with his 
asthma and to pass on 
the Alexander method 
to young students. 

In his mid-twenties 
he set up his own cen¬ 
tre in London and num¬ 
bered among his pa¬ 
tients Yehudi Men¬ 
uhin. David Ben-Guri- 
on and the painter 
Patrick Heron. He met 
"*■ Barbara's mother, who 
116 was a secretary, seven 
years older than him. 
and married her after an 
eight-year engagement But 
shortly after the war. when 
Barbara and her brother were 
young children, he abandoned 
the family home, leaving his 
wife to make ends meet She 
ran a boarding house in Lon¬ 
don. 

Not surprisingly. Barbara 
has mixed feelings about her 
father. “He was a heavy drink¬ 
er, though he didn't get drunk. 
He was funny, naughty and 
rude, always immaculately 
presented. But I never had a 
proper conversation with him. 
Sadly, l did not know him. I 
now realise he was brilliant 
dealing with sick people, chil¬ 
dren. paralysed people. He 
was a master of seif-control. 
When he died at the age of 
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Barbara Neil who has just published her fourth novel A History of Silence, las a background that is as turbulent as any of her characters 


only 42. with his umpteenth 
mistress, he refused to allow 
her to call a doctor. He wanted 
to go." 

His former patients setups 
fund to educate the children, 
and Barbara and her brother 
Murray were sent to smart 
schools in London where, she 
says, they learnt nothing. 

“1 went to a school for-rich 
children, it was useless, except 
for my English teacher. I am 
completely untrained and un¬ 
educated ... you only realise 
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as time goes by just how diffi¬ 
cult that can be." 

At 16, she left school and be¬ 
came a model, almost immedi¬ 
ately taken on by the celebrat¬ 
ed Peter Lumley agency, and 
later Eileen Ford. Soon she 
was on the international cir¬ 
cuit. jetting off to New York. 
Germany, Paris and Milan. 

. “My mother was curiously 
unprotective." she recalls: “1 
worshipped her. I was still tied 
to her in an unhealthily child¬ 
like way, but she was quite a 
cold woman. 1 was hanging 
on, I think, trying to get some¬ 
thing that was ungiven.” 

It was. she admits, a glamor¬ 
ous life for a 16-year-old, and 
she was acutely aware of the 
savage competition. “I don't 
think I was cut out to be a mod¬ 
el..! felt like a basset-hound 
among lurchers." She dearly 
had something, however. She 
cut her hair very short, “tike 
Jean Seberg". and one day she 
remembers being picked out 
from a line-up of 15 tqp models 
by an agent who offered to 
cany her bag. “Anyone with! 
an ass like that gets her bag 
carried," he announced. 

Soon she was being hand¬ 
picked for major campaigns 
by top photographers such as 
Saul Letter and Melvin Sokol- 
sky. She was rich enough to 
have her own flat in Hamp¬ 
stead, and she was right at the 
heart of the Swinging Sixties. 
‘To be English in the 1960s, to 
be able to travel, to fed at 
home in Paris or New York, 
that was something on a differ¬ 
ent plane." 

One boyfriend was the- pop 
singer P. J. Proby—“It was en¬ 
tirety chaste, we had to pre¬ 
tend to be sleeping together." 


cope. It sounds nice having 
lots of men courting you. But 
by then I was exhausted- I 
locked myself in the bathroom 
and stayed there. J thought lid 
wait until they left and which¬ 
ever one of them remained I 
would marry. It . 
was Richard. I ' 
made ho bones *Th ( 

about the fact that I . 
was riot in Jove 
wiffi him. He knew " U 
that. ’ ' 

“I wouldn’t call . • $OIT 
either of them mar-. - 

riages." she says'. »: e . + 

now. "I never really. • fa 

formed a relation¬ 
ship. It always Of I 

seemed to me that • 
everyone else bad a ' 1 01 _ ~ 
dear social bade-: •. WU-g. 
ground, to either . — 

stay in, leave, or • 
leave and return to—they had 
a fixed identity, something 1 
never had and never devel¬ 
oped." 

Her second marriage lasted 
less than a year and ended 
when the diildreh, twins, were 
only a month old: By then she 


The fact 
that 


someone 


’is titled 


or not is 


laughable’ 


had formed a rather longer- 
lasting relationship, but it was 
not until .she met Andrew 
Christie-Miller that she found 
the stability and security she 
had lacked. And with that 
came die urge to write. 

__ ■ “Married to An- 

; drew, I was secure 
fact _ for the first time in 
. . • ' .-my life.” she says. 

. .. . T-wasriot-cut.out 

It ' - to be the country 
’•••. ‘ lady who does char- 
OIlC • * Des aw* church' 
. • • flowers; so L took 

1 - j stock and thought. 

iii do this in the, 
/ ■ background. Now 
)t IS. it so normal 
for me to be writ- 
ing. 

auic . “i always had a 
sense that lYn mis- 
• . understood, . al¬ 
ways fdt as though my life has 
been like a dream and Pm 
shouting or screaming and 
there’s only silence and the 
whole world carries,an and 
lYn not expressing mysett T 
see huge amounts gbmgon 
and it seems terribly' border* 


some keeping it inside." Self- 
taught, she says she owe a lot 
to. the help of Mends, particu¬ 
larly tiie' writer Al Alvarez. 
“He’s taken the trouble, to see 
.what I’m trying to doto be 
honest with me.” . 

She denies that her novels 
are based on her own experi¬ 
ences of fife “I’m ndt writing 
to sort3riy;heatf-out.JYh writ 
ingbeeaigerhatS what Ido.'-?., 
like painters, paam brsfngers’:' 
sirtg.That^v&dr came natoF 
- rally to tasss soon as I wasn't' 
gasping tomalte a tiving.gasp- 
mg tosurvive. I think Hive the 
way Mivebecausel am awrit- 
er. I-would- never have dared 
to say that three years ago " . 

The next bode is on the 
stocks, the pubtirity circuit 
beckons this autumn in Ameri¬ 
ca and "as usual, she will be 
there to perform with perfect 
• tion her role as chatelaine of 
Clarendon. But in the bade- 
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ground Barbara Neal will stil 
be wjtivdenfons. 


byMac- 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 




T hen two disastrous 
marriages followed. 
The first, to Daniel,. 
the son of the writer 
and critic GoronwyTlees, later 
suspected of being a spy. last¬ 
ed ten months and was. in her 
words, “a sorry episode" 
which left her with-no money 
arid the bailiffs at the door. "I' 
had no confidence,' gave up 
modelling and worked for a. 
marketing company at £1950 
a week. 1 didn't know what 
was going wi.in my head." 

She married Her next hus¬ 
band. Rickard Behrens, .“ber 
cause people kept Tan asking 
' me to many them, and finally..: 
/ thought it was churlish to' 
refuse. Richard was unbetieva- ! . 
bty pressing. There were sever¬ 
al guys lurking around, four, 
of then, .in fact — 1 couldn’t 
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Child prostitution is reported to be 
increasing. Bill Frost meets a victim 


T here are dark circles beneath 
her eyesjmd her nails are 
gnawed to the quick; Shelley is a 
nervous wreck with a lifetime’s 
worth of bad men ones. 

Now 26 — but looking almost twice her 
age — she spent ten years “whoring” on 
the streets of London. Manchester and 
her own home town. She made only 
enough money, to keep her in crack, co¬ 
caine, supplied by the violent boyfriend 
who forced her to become a teenage prosti¬ 
tute. 

Shelley was living with her parents in 
Keighley, West Yorkshire, when, at 15, she 
was lured into addiction and crime. Con¬ 
vent-educated and set on becoming a nun. 
she made the mistake of falling for Carl¬ 
ton. an older man with a drag problem. 
.Both her father, a railway ticket inspector, 
and her mother opposed me relationship. 

“I was a virgin when I met Carlton, 
now J am just a squalid statistic, a girl 
who went whoring.” she says. “I wanted 
to be abride of Christ not enslaved by avi- ' 
dent pig ” 

Shelley has looked into die abyss — 
three suicide attempts, two overdoses and 
at least four miscarriages. Hundreds of 
young gals like her are bring drawn into 
prostitution by older men while they are 
still living at home, according to research 
by the children^ charity Barnardo's. Sara 
Swann, who drew up the report, says par- - 
ents, irrespective of social das. should be 
aware of the danger. “If a child is below 
the age of 16 and is going out with some¬ 
one more than five years older, her family 
should be aware there is a real risk. Their 


daughter could be involved in an abusive 
relationship that may involve some form 
of prostitution." 

The report, based on interviews with 
staff from 48 health and welfare agencies, 
highlights methods used to persuade girls 
to sell their bodies. They can be kept in 
rooms, refused access to the lavatory, and 
moved from town to town as sex slaves. 

“I was absolutely shocked by the whole 
survey. We think this is just the tip of the 
iceberg.” says Mrs Swann. 

Shelley’s eyes water aD the time, the re¬ 
sult of her crack addiction. Her two chil¬ 
dren. Carlton Junior, five, and Cerisse. 
three, dab her eyes and ask why their 
mother is so sad.“l ten the lads that every¬ 
thing is OK but 1 am sure they know f am 
very unhappy sometimes and wish they 
had a proper dad.” 

Her home in Tooting, southwest Lon¬ 
don, is cheaply furnished and dean. But 
mucfr to Shelley’S anger and continuing 
shame, prostitutes ply their trade on fire lo¬ 
cal common where she takes her children 
to play. 

Her own early childhood was “very hap¬ 
py”, she recalls. “I was mothers little help¬ 
er, a really good little girl.” But with the 
onset of puberty, Shelley’s nature 
changed; she became rebellions, combat¬ 
ive towards nuns at the convent and, on 
her own admission, very interested in 
boys. “I first meet Carlton when I was 14.1 
had bunked off to a dub in Leeds ” He 
swept the impressionable convent girl off 
her feet that, night ..■They danced, they 
drank and Carhon. then 20, introduced 
her to cannabis. “In the small hours, he 



Soliciting on rite streets: Bamardo’s warns parents to be on die lookout for relationships that can end in drug abuse and prostitution 


took me home to his flat and seduced me. crack- cocaine. Shelley’s moral compass scared of the beatings. Anyway, once you God Carlton Junior was not bora with a 

There were more joints and he showed me was lost. She would do literally anything have turned the first trick, the rest are habit like his Mum. Life had become un- 

some pom — at the time, because 1 was for the next smoke. " easy.” bearable: miscarriages, overdoses and sui- 

staned. it seemed very exciting.” “We moved in together and. at first, eve- Having eventually discovered her new ride attempts. A couple of times I called 

With the benefit of hindsight Shelley to- rything seemed fine. Then this man l addressJSheUey's parents tried time and my parents, but they didn’t want to know 

day describes her affair as “a bloody aw- loved told me I had to sleep with other again to make her come home. They gave any more. 

ful mistake”. The man who seduced her men so we could pay the rent and buy up after she opened the door and spat at “A priest saw me in hospital after my 
that first night was to become violently crack. I cried for a while and then he beat them while Carlton jeered. last overdose and i rediscovered my faith, 

abusive. me. beat me very badly. “After a while, you get used to abuse — I stopped doing cradc. with great difficul¬ 

ty parents suspected nothing for the “The following morning I knew I would you almost welcome violence as evidence ty. and eventually telephoned my parents 
first couple of weeks. Then 1 began stay- do anything for more drags and much erf your partner's commitment," recalls mid my two brothers, 
ing out all night and there were terrible ar- more to keep Carlton. That night 1 slept Shelley. “They just gave me a blank—it was the 

guments.IwantedtDgobacktothem.but with a man for money.” Carlton derided that Keighley and worst day of my life." 

Carlton would lode the door and ask who The pattern was set — “friends” visiting Leeds were “not paying enough” and the So for. Shelley has resisted Carlton's 
1 loved the most — him or my parents. 1 at home, beatings if Shelley failed to earn couple moved — first to Manchester and many attempts to lure her bade. “I do not 

was so young and thought 1 was so in enough and occasional drug-fuelled lave- then London/’King’s Cross was the worst blame my parents for not seeing what was 

love." making with Carhon. Then came the day — we lived in a dive and I wasn’t eating, happening to me — it was the last thing 

Over foe course of three months. Carl- when he told her she was to become a There was only sex for money, crack and they expected — I was going to be a nun. 

ton introduced her to hard drugs and be- streetwalker. beatings. But I will always watch my own children 

gan asking if she would like to earn some “1 should have refused but J couldn't — “By then I had given birth to my first like a hawk — I know just how bad life 
“serious money”. Once she had first taken I needed him. I needed crack and 1 was child and Cerisse was on the way. Thank can be.” 


Why do girls really smoke—and what makes them stop? 


A how many of my friends 
smoked. As l glanced round 
the room I could count only 
two people, in a crowd of 
about 50, who didn't have a 
packer of Marlboro light or 
Silk Cut in front of them. 

Their two cigaretto-free bod¬ 
ies provided a stark contrast to 
tiie rest of us; ashtrays frill, 
chairesmdking, as If' it 
were some regulation that 


Butthe more I think about my 
own habit the more convinced 
I am that it was prompted by 
reasons other than weight 
loss. 

My hahit began at the same 
time as my social life; sudden¬ 
ly, we were hanging out with 
boys who smoked — and it aD 
seemed so wild, glamorous 
and grown-up. Soon I was on 
five a day,'that ten a day. and 
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diet. In most instances l be¬ 
lieve that it’s more a case of 
looking tiie “thing” in your 
group of friends titan it is 
about actually being thin. But 
a side-effect of the peer pres¬ 
sure that has turned me into a 
smoker is. of course, the fact 
that a packet of cigarettes con¬ 
tains a lot fewer calories than 
a packet of crisps. So that m 
turn. I suppose, cigarettes may 


well have become some son of 
food substitute. 

And 1 will admit that if I am 
oui at night with £350 in my 
wallet, however hungry l 
might be, that money will go 
on Mari boros, not a McDon¬ 
ald's. The wony of finding my¬ 
self without a cigarette — and 
nothing to smoke with my first 
cup of coffee ofthe morning — 
is much more of a concern 
than the next meal. Maybe 
this is why. over the past three 
years, I’ve lost under a stone. 
But losing weight was never 
my primary concern when 1 
took up smoking; it still isn’t 

There are. excuse the pun. 
so many cigarette buts that my 
parents and their friends 
throw out to me. But don’t you 
worry about cancer? But don’t 
you care about the smeD of 
smote that clings to you and 
your clothes? But don’t you 
think it’s such a terrible waste 
of money? A new but — But 
aren’t you worried that smok¬ 
ing will turn you into an ano¬ 
rexic? — doesn’t really bother 
me any more than the others. 

The fact is my generation 
smokes because it wants to. 
We’re not at an age where we 
can see the future — and any 
threat to our health — as any¬ 
thing more than a vague vi¬ 
sion cm the horizon that is ob¬ 
scured by a thick haze of ciga¬ 
rette smoke. Which will dear, 
I have absolutely no doubt by 
the time we are ready id take 
on the responsibility of creat¬ 
ing the next generation. 


WHY I 
GAVE UP 

by Alex O’Connell 

aged 24 


M y nails were turn¬ 
ing the colour of Di¬ 
jon mustard. I had 
a hacking cough worthy of a 
medicine advert, and I was 
about to move in with my boy¬ 
friend. Ten days before the re¬ 
moval van arrived, I derided 
ft was time to kick (the) butt 
and give up smoking 
He is no non-smoking fas¬ 
cist, but he doesn't smoke and 
by then I’d tasted the differ¬ 
ence (and so had he). 1 decided 
that at 24 years old I wanted 
minty breath, filter-free fin¬ 
gers and longs that didn’t feel 
as if Greenpeace should be 
pulling dead seagulls out of 
them. 

I’d been rolling my own or 
having fisticuffs with the ciga¬ 
rette machines — so reluctant 
to dispense, you’d think they 
had a conscience — since I 
was 13. 

I didn't wony that I'd take 
the last fag-end out of nty 
mouth and replace it with a 
stream of pies, buns and 
squishy rolls to make myself 
feel better. That would be the 
fun bit. 

1 was more concerned 
about Mr Hamilton, my 
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chain-smoking news¬ 
agent and fag-seller, 
who. only last year, 
sent me a birthday 
card with a baby rab¬ 
bit on it I worried 
that I’d have to buy 
him expensive ci¬ 
gars and subscribe 
to obscure journals 
if I still wanted the 
paperboy to deliver. 

The habit had started with 
the 14-year-old Huffy — ice¬ 
box cool with Sun-lnned 
hair, smokey-grey eyes and a 
40-a-day habit My mother 
knew there was something up 
when I started getting up an 
hour earlier than usual — to 
crimp my fringe — and then 
came home one summer 
evening, smelling of Bonfire 
Night 


Growing up in Logger- 
heads, near Stoke-on-Trent it 
was a struggle to be cool. Be¬ 
fore I met Huffy, at 13.1 was ei¬ 
ther playing Astro Wars or 
hanging around bus-shelters. 

But in two days of meeting 
we found the coolest location 
and the perfect pastime: smok¬ 
ing in Fine Fare cafe. The cof¬ 
fee was as undrinkable as a 
shot of Thunderbud with a 
sewer-water mixer, but our 
parents and their vigilante 
friends didn't shop there. We 
were safe We could smoke. 

When it was time to go 
home, we'd chew gum and I'd 
wash my hands in the Ladles. 

We both got caught we 
both got grounded and we 
both continued. His parents 
smoked, mine didn't Huffy 
dumped me for someone who 


could blow smoke-rings and 
apply liquid eye-liner with a 
steady hand. I moved away 
from Stoke when 1 was 15. 
London sated ray boredom, 
but I was addicted and 
couldn't be bothered to give 
up. So I continued smoking, 
right up until a few months 
ago. 

Eleven years since I first 
sparked up, and after 94 days 
without one. 1 still feel like the 
TImotei girl's smellier sister. I 
still have loose tobacco at the 
bottom of my bag and I still 
reach out for one at the end of 
each meal. 

But Mr Hamilton turned 
out to be a hero. He told me 1 
should have given up years 
ago and presented me with 
enough gum to keep me chew¬ 
ing until Christinas. 
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Is honesty 
Clinton’s 
best policy? 

The President must stick to his 
story, says Bronwen Maddox 


I keep thinking of that 
point in the near-disas¬ 
trous ApoUo 13 mission 
when the crew appeared to 
have survived all imaginable 
malfunctions. Their booster 
rockets had failed; so had the 
solar panels. But they had 
made it round the dark side of 
the Moon and were heading 
home. Then the heat shields 
needed for re-entry fell off. 

They triumphed in the end, 
the scorched capsule dangling 
from its three parachutes, float¬ 
ing down to the sea with ridicu¬ 
lous ease. Will President Clin¬ 
ton manage such a graceful 
landing from his predica¬ 
ment? For seven months, the 
conventional wisdom was that 
he had shrugged off the Moni¬ 
ca Lewinsky scandal. Now, in 
a wrenching about-turn with¬ 
in just a fortnight, Washing¬ 
ton is speculating that he may 
not last the two years until the 
end of his term. 

The reversal in mood is justi¬ 
fied. He has suffered the loss 
of several crudaJ legal shields. 
Hie Supreme Court has insist¬ 
ed in a series of rulings — in¬ 
cluding one yesterday — that 
Secret Service agents and gov¬ 
ernment lawyers must testify, 
even if it damages the person 

they are employed _ 

to defend. Moni¬ 
ca’s “Love Dress’*. EV0] 

as the American 
tabloids call it, is 
about to emerge 
from the FBI labo- 
ratories after tests ' 

for semen stains. m „. 

Such moves mean 
that in agreeing to 
answer the ques- pH 

tions of Kenneth _ i 

Starr, the inde- COT1C1 

pendent counsel. — , — „ - 

on August 17. Mr 
Clinton may have stepped into 
a legal trap from which there 
is no safe escape. 

There is, of course, the possi¬ 
bility that he never had an af¬ 
fair with Ms Lewinsky, as he 
insists. He would, then, have 
no problem. He would have 
told the truth under oath in the 
Paula Jones case and in a tele¬ 
vised declaration last January. 

As the opinion polls show, 
people have always had a prob¬ 
lem believing this. That is not 
just because of the President’s 
record of pursuing women. 
But as a leading conservative. 
Patrick Buchanan, put it this 
week, if the stories are untrue 
"he is the victim of a conspira¬ 
cy more vast and vicious than 
any this city has ever seen. 
Why is he not screaming his in¬ 
nocence to the heavens?* 

The past few weeks have 
made Mr Clinton’S denials 
even less plausible. Ms Lewin¬ 
sky’s insistence on securing im¬ 
munity from prosecution be¬ 
fore she would testily has 
helped to undermine them. If 
there had been no affair, she 
would have been telling the 
truth under oath in the Paula 
Jones case. Mr Starr would 
not then have been able to 
threaten her with perjury, the 
“squeeze" which apparently 
forced her to strike a deal. 

But if die affair took place. 
Mr Starr has now built an in¬ 
tricate trap. The threat being 
the President — who pledged 
to testify before Mr Starr was 
known to have the dress — is 
that he will be proven a liar in 
front of a grand jury in a crimi¬ 
nal trial. That is a much more 
serious offence than perjury in 
the Paula Jones case, a civil 


Even the 
‘love 
dress’ 
may not 
prove 
conclusive 


H is best chance of sur¬ 
vival probably lies in 
toughing it out. The 
dresS? It is far from certain 
that it will yield sufficient 
quantities — if any - of usable 
DNA material. He and his 
lawyers, and the Wasliington 
rumour-mill, may well know' 
more by the time he testifies. 
But even if the dress supports 
DNA analysis, the tests are 
hardly the uncon troversial pro¬ 
cedure that some recent com¬ 
ment implies. 

As a committee for the US 
National Research Council 
pointed out in a lengthy report 
in 1996, the technique contin¬ 
ues m improve, but there is 
room for error. It defends ines¬ 
capably on a judgment about 
whether two samples match, 
and crucially, on the statistical 
methods used to interpret the 
similarity. 

This territory is more OJ. 
Simpson than Richard Nixon. 
No President would happily 
choose to spend his fast two 
years battling through it. But 
the chances for survival from 
denying an affair that did in¬ 
deed take place are not as 
bleak as many have assumed 
this week. Stonewalling may 
offer a better chance of a soft 
landing than the beguiling but 
perilous “Operation Can¬ 
dour". If he did have an affair 
with Monica Lewinsky, his be¬ 
haviour throughout his histo¬ 
ry of crisis suggests he will still 
deny iL 




lawsuit that has been dis¬ 
missed. 

So the Washington clamour 
this week would have the Presi¬ 
dent embark on “Operation 
Candour". Go on national tele¬ 
vision, admit to an affair with 
the former 21-year-old trainee, 
and appeal for forgiveness. 
But that enthusiastic consen¬ 
sus would plunge him in legal 
and political problems that 
could mean the end of his pres¬ 
idency. 

For a start, Paula Jones 
would be back. He would face 
the risk of a new criminal law¬ 
suit from her on the ground 
that he destroyed her dvfl case 
by committing petjury. People 
might be more willing to be¬ 
lieve Ms Jones's dai/ns if the 
President had admitted on 
oath that he had lied about an¬ 
other sexual relationship. Mr 
Clinton might also face a perju¬ 
ry charge from Mr Starr for 
his testimony in the Jones 
case. 

Nor should Mr Clinton 
heed the siren songs this week 
of leading Republicans, who 
seemed to promise that a con¬ 
fession would not lead to im¬ 
peachment hearings. Like Mr 
Starr, they might well not re¬ 
sist the opportunity, once they 

_ had the confession 

in the bag. True, 
the they do not want to 

create a President 
fp Gore before the 

2000 elections. But 
they would not 
5:5 have to bring the 

nri f hearings to a oon- 

HUl elusion; they could 1 

„ simply let them 

drag on through 
• the final gasps of 

LSlVe the Clinton Adntin- 

- - istration. Above all. 

a confession would 
destroy Mr Clinton's credibili¬ 
ty. He would be seen to have 
lied to his press spokesman, 
his aides, his daughter, and to 
270 million Americans. 
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FoUHO IHTH* EA3T*EKI^..r ' 7 
frantic, attempts arb beinq 
MADE. HRa DEFUSE IT* 
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Call it a day, Mr Cook 


S o here we are. six months af¬ 
ter Robin Cook sent his ‘'un¬ 
mistakable message" to Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein and 
Madeleine Albright sent her “dear 
signal”. Here we are. six months af¬ 
ter a British carrier group and IS Tor¬ 
nados arrived in the Gulf, ready to 
rain down bombs on Iraq. Here we 
are after we forced Saddam to back 
down and inspected his palaces for 
weapons of mass destruction. Here 
we are, after Cool Britannia donned a 
steel brassiere and Tony Blair ap¬ 
pointed Mr Cook to ethic the unethi- 
cable. 

Where are we? We are exactly 
where we were before. We are where 
those involved in that ridiculous exer¬ 
cise knew we would be, but never 
dared admit. We have United Na¬ 
tions inspectors storming from anoth¬ 
er fruitless encounter with the Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister, Tariq Aziz. 
We have sanctions not lifted and Iraq 
not complying with the UN. Worse, 
last Rbruary is exposed for what it 
was. a cynical bid by politicians for 
prestige, diplomats for work and 
arms dealers for business. The only 
mercy is that Britain and America re¬ 
strained their itchy trigger fingers 
from a “message-sending” blitz. They 
were stopped at the last minute by 
Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary-Gener¬ 
al. from blasting, frying and dismem¬ 
bering thousands of Iraqis — as did 
earlier attempts at bomber-assisted 
foreign polity in J990 and 1996. 

Saddam has behaved exactly as the 
war game predicted. He has stalled, 
sold some oil. bought some weapons 
on the black market, paraded dying 
children, built a palace or five and re¬ 
warded his cronies with sanctions- 
busting fortunes. Iraq is reportedly 
buying new missile guidance systems 
from Russia. Relations between Iraq 
and Iran are wanning. A restart of 
the bombing campaign is inconceiva¬ 
ble, so the British carrier has come 
home and the Tornado crews are sun¬ 
bathing at their Gulf bases. 

Meanwhile. Mr Cook’s ethical but¬ 
terfly has fluttered on to pollinate 
more receptive blooms. He has alight¬ 
ed on Indonesia. India. Pakistan, Sier¬ 
ra Leone and this week possibly Bur¬ 
ma. Saints must keep moving, al¬ 
ways seeking new miracles to per¬ 
form. The bad need only sit tight and 
the good will grow bored. Saddam 
hardly deserves credit for his six 
months of successful diplomacy. Any 
fool could see the "weakness amid 


Besieging Iraq has cost Britain a 
small fortune and achieved nothing 


strength” of the Western stance last 
February. An unpleasant tyrant has 
been allowed to thumb his nose at the 
most devastating armies on earth. 

With no will to win. the weaponry is 
so many popguns. 

The costs of these six months may 
seem trivial. They are merely invisi¬ 
ble. General trade sanctions always 
attack the poor rather than the rich. 

Tire cost to ordinary Iraqis and the 
Middle East economy has been huge. 

Wealth in besieged states goes to 
those who support the regime and 
can circumvent rationing fold sub¬ 
vert embargoes. Saddam's aide is do¬ 
ing well out of sanctions. He is proba¬ 
bly right in his view that no Ameri¬ 
can or British leader is going to end 
them as long as he is in power. Not a 
week passes without a congressman 
demanding holy 

war against him or a -- 

plot to aid his ene- O • 
mies. So why not 

play cat and mouse J / ///(/// 
with the inspectors? 9 9 9 * 

They supply anti- J / # 

American propagan- 

da and much-need- f fv f g/i\ l, / / 

ed humour to the cof- J 

fee bars of Baghdad. -- 

Meanwhile, Britain 
has been bled of £90 million of sabre- 
rattling at Saddam since I99Z 

Last February’s “feel-good” chorus 
trilled “But we cannot just do nothing 
... Something must be done”. They 
claimed that sanctions were better 
than nothing. They sent a message. 

They showed we cared. Saddam is to 
blame if tire poor are hurt. He has 
only to admit the inspectors, destroy 
his arsenals, pay reparations, do 
what he is told. We are good. He is 
bad. Why can he not see that? 

There is no “dumbing down” like 
chat of international relations. It is a 
profession still in the Stone Age, see¬ 
ing only caves, dubs and woad. But if 
the Foreign Secretary and his col¬ 
leagues can only do grunts and sign 
language, at least this grunt is dear. 

Saddam is able to go on doing what 
he likes. There is no point in using 
sanctions to “bring him to his sens¬ 
es**. In the matter of survival, he has 
more sense in his little finger than the 
West has in all its gilded chanceller¬ 


ies. He knows what he is about. They 
do noL 

If you object to a foreign ruler and 
he refuses to budge, you hare to fight 
him, beat him. probably kill him and 
put in his place someone who will do 
what you want I do not feel so strong¬ 
ly about Saddam as to go to war 
against his country. The casualties 
and the cost would be appalling arid- 
we might have to stay for ever, as in 
Bosnia. But at least such aggression 
will have achieved its goal It will 
have destroyed the weapons that so 
terrify the West 

To proffer economic sanctions as a 
■‘dean” alternative-to military aggres¬ 
sion is hypocrisy. Such sanctions 
might have some impact on open re¬ 
gimes vulnerable to public opinion, 
the best-known case being America’s 
refusal to fund Brit- 

-- ain during Suez. {In 

South Africa sanc- 
tions disciplined the 
I#// economy and pro- 

f 9 longed the apartheid 

* regime.) All evidence 

C °* * e ’ r ““ against 

k C f l/*J dictatorship suggests 

X? • that an economic 

—_ — siege merely cements 

a ruler in power. 
Sanctions encourage a belief that pub¬ 
lic misery is due to an outside father 
than an internal enemy..They bring 
the rich ever closer to the regime, and 
make the poor more dependent on it 
for sustenance and protection. Sanc¬ 
tions are targeted at people, not gov¬ 
ernments. That is supposedly then- 
power. h is the essence of their immo¬ 
rality. . 

Of course there are alternatives. 
One is to leave nasty regimes to their 
own devices, an option apparently un¬ 
thinkable to Mr Cook's diplomacy 6f J - 
fidget. He finds half the world either "' 
a danger to the other half, or too offen¬ 
sive to humanity to leave alone. Yet if 
he will not wage war, then he must 
wage peace. This involves the fuff 
panoply of “constructive engage¬ 
ment”. It implies targeted aid, trade, 
finance, tourism, educational, politi¬ 
cal and cultural exchange. It buys 
goods, welcomes students arid sends 
teachers. U supports local media arid 
promotes contact, it spends £100 mil- . 


lion building bridges, not bombing 
them. 

Such engagement is. in varying de¬ 
grees. British policy awards states as 
questionable in their 'democratic cre¬ 
dentials as Kenya. Israel. Zimbabwe. 
Saudi Arabia. Pakistan. Bangladesh 
’ and even Iran. Engagement appears 
to be the policy towards Indonesia 
and Nigeria, in both of which it ap¬ 
pears to be working, and'towards 
Russia and China, where it does not 
It may lack the videos, the bombs, the 
headlines and the “feel-good” factor 
of the West’s Iraq policy, but engage¬ 
ment makes sense. It is based on 
sound 19th-century : liberalism. ’It 
holds that human contact and com¬ 
mercial intercourse are politically 
constructive. Trade broadens the 
base of economic power within a 
country. Education extends an aware- 
: ness of freedom. Both pluralise the av- 
" enues for diversity and even dissent 
They are preconditions for liberty. 

For some reason this argument 
does not apply to Iraq. Indeed its op¬ 
posite applies. According to the Brit¬ 
ish Government what Iraq has most 
needed in the eight years since the 
Gulf War is abuse, sanctions, impov¬ 
erishment ostracism and an occa¬ 
sional monsoon of fragmentation 
bombs. Not surprisingly, this has led. 
to no rush of prosperity or freedom. 

I n 1991 the West waged a just mil¬ 
itary war, to end Saddanfs occu¬ 
pation of Kuwait This interven¬ 
tion was complete when Kuwait 
was freed and guarantees given for 
its future protection.. Normally a de¬ 
feated nation topples its leader. But 
the meddling West refused to let any¬ 
one else do that job. and thus stopped 
ft happening. America sought tatop^ - 
pie Saddam; in J99L 1993: afid 49 
The UN .spughr to. dismantle 
“weapons df mass 'desfrudra^^i -. 
project of always dubious feasibafts^ 


Bom ,efforls gave Saddam a stUfk 
with, which'to beaf the wtiridjamFri^ 
siege with-.which to .eow his people^ 
Hewas duly admittedtothatinostci?--1 
elusive club, the Castro/Gaddafi soc&C: 
ety of dictatofs^br-iife, courtesy PT' 
. American and British ineptitude .;j 
Ever since. l99^British policy has 
made Iraqis poot-and Saddam .Tk2£V ; 
It has made the Guff Iks secure.apd-v 
Saddam inure secure. It has rio?m &. 
moted tolerance or prosperity, **ft 
merely sustained a tyrant in pc&e&jf; 
that is what morality does to fors-aiL 


policy, shoot the moralists. *•: 


Home guard 


A CANTANKEROUS band of de¬ 
feated Tory MPs plans to stand 
against official Conservative candi¬ 
dates in next yean Euro-elections. 
Sceptical souls should be warned: 
the line-up resembles Dad’s Army. 
The leader is Nicholas Budgen, 
and he has signed up Winston 
Churchill and Tony Marlow, all of 
whom were sitting in the Com¬ 
mons on the Tory benches until 
April last year. All hare been reject¬ 
ed by the Tories as Euro-candi¬ 
dates. They hope to touch Paul 
Sykes, the microchip plutocrat who 
funded anti-federalist candidates 
at the general election, for a quid or 
two. A deal is likely with die Refer¬ 
endum Campaign and the UK la- 
dependence Party not to compete. 

‘The party has been saddled by 
candidates wbo.donl represent die 
grass roots. There will w no choice 
for peoptewto want to vote for an¬ 
ti-federal Euro-candidates/* sug¬ 
gests Marlow, who hopes a broad- 
based movement will emerge. “We 
want credible people to front this. 
There are business people and aca¬ 
demics who could be involved-" 
Sykes Ls interested “I would consid¬ 
er any proposal they put to me. I 
support candidates who would 


slow up European integration.’' 
Budgen boasts that “there are peo¬ 
ple getting in touch ail the time”. 

Official Tory candidates predict 
a bloodbath with the sceptics who 
did so much damage. “It’s a reflec¬ 
tion on those guys that they didn’t 
get selected in a one-member, one- 
vote election. Tough luck, mate," 
says Timothy Kirkhope, assured 
election as an MEP. “It is a myth 
that the Budgens hare support” 

• ONCE eriefe/ere had to pledge 
themselves to amateurism and the 
Corinthian spirit. Now our interna¬ 
tionals have it mitten into con - 
tracts not to spiL This comes courte¬ 
sy of Lord Cowdrey of Tonbridge, 
the former England captain, who 
is disgusted by the practice. "A mo¬ 
ment of triumph is often accompa¬ 
nied by the most revolting spit into 
a dose-up camera, which is then re¬ 
played. That has caused great of¬ 
fence, especially to coaches-and 
those in charge of young people." 
The legal stipulation, he feels, is 
improving behaviour. Ian Botham 
was a bit of a spitter, while 
Michael Atherton has done the 
most extraordinary things with a 
cricket ball, but not that Which 



Reid’s deputy, who canned a 
£4,000 air-conditioning scheme ar-; 
ranged by officials to remove the ef¬ 
fect of her Dunhills. And the PM 
trumpeied his new Transport team 
as “a breath of fresh air’. 


DI ARY 


current Test star is guilty of this vul¬ 
gar ad? Cowdrey, ever the gem. 
refuses to be drawn. 


Dirty emission 

POLLUTION problems at the De¬ 
partment of Transport. Dr John 
Reid, the new minister, caused an 
explosion when he sat down to 
tight the first of his 40 cigarettes-a- 
day. Distressed cn.il servants told 
him that what might have been ac¬ 
ceptable at the Ministry of De¬ 
fence. Reid’s previous billet, was 
not on at the MoT. A lively ex¬ 
change followed. The gasping Reid 
threatened to conduct his briefings 
in his Commons office. A compro¬ 
mise was brokered: Reid would 
work in the department's cramped 
smoking room. But this room has 
long beat annexed by Glenda Jack- 
son (pictured in familar posek 


Boxed in 

PITY Paddy Ashdown. The Liberal. 
Democrat leader has shown dis¬ 
creet interest in a house in South 
London but has given up as he can- ' 
not afford it When in London, he-- 
Kves in a maisonette. He rather fan-., 
cied a larger pad in the samestreet 
buL the house price has risen to 
£280.000. Ashdown has told neigh¬ 
bours that he cannot afford iras his 
London home is deemed his second 



i ' property and he would have to pay . 
; capital gains tax on its sale. His 
meagre salary cannot help. While 
I the PM and William Hague draw 
l about £60,000 on top of their 
£45.000 MPs salary. Ashdown 
only earns an M P’s wage. My mai- 
sonettefora Cabinetjob... 

9 THAT, splendid peacock. Lord 
t ; St Johiuof Fawsley. who slots in a 
' spot of work as chairman of the 
i Royal Fine Arts Commission, has 
• ' been in lively form. Unveiling a 
f-, bromte statue of Christ at Chiaics- 
ter: Cathedral, he considered the 
merits of another cherished icon. 
Baroness Thatcher. He attributes 
her downfall to a lacuna in her 
knowledge. "If only Lady T had 
had knowledge of history," he told 
his unsealed blue audience. "She 
• would have known all about the 
■ ‘poll tax and the peasants’ revolt ” 

liquid lunch? 

1 MAKE way for the next Linda Me-. 
Cartney: Trudie Styler (pictured). 
Mrs Sting is writing The Lake ‘ 
House Cookbook, named after her 
. sweet SI million, 14-bedroom cot¬ 
tage in Wiltshire, “It will bealtor-/ 
Sfoiicaffair,” says a source dose to 
-Sting’s-Aga. “With plenty of sweets, • 

catei.sttfff like tbaf/’Although Ms , 
'Styler has: devised the recipes, she - 
/is being .“helped" by the Lake; 



House's resident chef. Sting is not 
dipping his spoon into tire pot. 

• PALL Mall is a little ruder than 
one might imagine. Patrick Desp- 
ard, a fabulously wealthy property 
tycoon, found that both of his last 
two sites them had been.notorioas 
brothels in the ISth century.'. He 
has now acquired No S3-54: appar¬ 
ently. 200years ago it was "an ex-' 
a&dingly bawdy arid sinful place 
frequented by gentlemen". That 
would be the RAC, then. 


The price 
of priapic 

paradise 

Viagra shouid not 
be on prescription, 
pleads Rachel 
Campbell-Johnston 

I s there a pill to give me a head¬ 
ache? Not anything too excruciat¬ 
ing, you understand, just a nice, 
easy throb in the temples. And if so. 
might I have it cm the National 
Health Service? I could need it. you 
see. A lot of British women could 
need ft when Viagra gets its licence. 
-And if you think Viagra is the capital 
of Iceland, then you're in for a shock. 
It's something rather less, frigid. 

• Now is the dawning of the age of 
Priapus. The little blue impotence pill 
is the medicine of the times. Where 
once we took Prozac as a pick-me-up. 
\t’s no longer the mood which is in 
need of a lift — it's the libido instead. 
In America- where Viagra has been 
on the market for three months, a gen¬ 
eration brought up to think of sevual 
pleasure as a human right — only 
omitted from the UN declaration by 
some coy oversight — is ready to put 
itself into sexual overdrive. Viagra, 
apparently, strips off the years and 
turns pensioners back into virile para¬ 
mours. Meanwhile shareholders in 
Pfizer, the company that manufac¬ 
tures this pleasure capsule, pat fat 
pockets in anticipation of whole popu¬ 
lations falling under their thrall. 

By next month Viagra could be li¬ 
censed in Britain, despite the fa a that 
its side-effects are not fully under¬ 
stood. Scientists in America are inves¬ 
tigating tiie deaths of some 30 dozens 
whose heart attacks may have been 
brought on by popping a pill. But the 
real question now feeing the British 
Government is whether the virility 
drug should be prescribed by the 
health'service. 

This week doctors and health insur¬ 
ance companies in Germany decided 
that Viagra would have to be paid for 
privately. Since about seven million 
German men suffer front impotence, 
it was calculated that if each of them 
■was prescribed two Viagra capsules a 
week, the annual cost would not fall 
far short of the nation's expenditure 
on all other prescribed medicines put 
together. Britain should follow Ger¬ 
many's lead and insist that Viagra 
takers pay for their pleasure. 

Dorn get me wrong, lira all for Via¬ 
gra in principle. Impotence is said.ro 
afflict almost a tenth of the adult 
, male population of Britain, mdudmg 
many who suffer diabetes, high blood 
pressure or spinal oord damage. The 
distress and frustration it causes de¬ 
serve compassion and understand¬ 
ing. If Viagra works — and the evi¬ 
dence that it does is still largely unsci¬ 
entific— it will bring great pleasure. 
Pharmacologically^ it is a quite a leap 
up the evolutionary scale from Serge 
Voronoffs monkey glands. It is more 
agreeable to administer than a penile 
injection, less embarrassing to use 
than an inflating pump, add ecologi¬ 
cally sounder than triturated tiger's 
testicle or ground rhino’s horn. 

. Nevertheless^ the cost of prescrib¬ 
ing Viagra would load at least £1 bil¬ 
lion on to die annual drugs bill of the 
already overburdened NHS. Paying 
this would probably mean diverting 
much-needed funds from those who 
suffer ^.publicised or less “glamor- 
pus" HTntiss$s.-‘Heakh carers treating 

• foe formdy .strapped for cash. They 
cannot afford to tighten their’:belts 
any further. Psychologists also worry 
that.some patients, by..using Viagra, 

" might avrtd confronting the deeper 
jKydtiatnccaifises of their jrm»tence- 

r^^y^hEn./ft-would be better if the 
=^&jg^CT^avaffable only on the open 
■ .B^watrTbat stern bWpn nd pie, cove- 
rtight deterthose whouse 
r tite drug ror recreational rather than 
health reasons. * 

A ^tMi&unutiteHeajlhMirv- 
ister,' has . already acted to 
dampen demand for fife “mir¬ 
acle” drug. Patients wanting Viagra 
on prescription, .be has said, will 
have to join Waiting-lists. Doctors 
may attempt to prove impotence, as 
far as they are able, by some decided¬ 
ly unpleasant-sounding procedures;. 
“perule duplex ultrasonography", “in- 
tracavemosal injection of a vasoac¬ 
tive drug", to mention but two. But 
; _vdll this deter those in-search of add¬ 
ed spice? Behind every bar-room 
boast of virilfty lurks a feiarthai a pal 
might be enjoying sex even more. For 
every senior citizen who returns from 
the dinic dedaring himself a Casano¬ 
va, another ten wm.be encouraged to 
tty- li seems to me that it is no coind- 
dence that the countries which have 
.already licensed Viagra— Argentina, 
Brazil, Mexico, Kuwait and Morocco 
~r among the world’s most ma¬ 
dia. And. what about women who 
want to give it a by? Would it be sex 
discrimination to deny them? 

The NHS cannot afford to fritter 
away its predous: resources on fash- 
ipn — at least not until the appetite 
For the drug begins to dwindle. It wall - 
m time. What goes up, comes down. . 
But until then, those who want to ex¬ 
periment with Viagra should have to 
pay. Marriage is said to be the price 
that men pay for sex. while sex is the *. 
price that women pay for marriage. ’ 
So,in a contemporary world .'where j[ 
rex -before marriage, is the norm, is * 
the price of a Viagra pill thfo much to 
ask of a man? I’m certainly prepared • 
to fork out far those headache-induo ■ 
ing pills, v.. - 


JASPEr GERARD [ AlanCoren is qwqy. 
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big gun misfires 

A minister without mandate in Scotland 


The best preparation for ministerial life in 
now appears to be an apprent- 
lashq) m fee boardroom rather than on Hie 
^Qoor. The elevation of Lords Simon of 
Highbury and Sainsbury of TurviUe places 
prmces of capital at the heart of die party of 
Labour. And the announced elevation of 
Gus Macdonald underlines the trend to¬ 
wards buying-in business expertise. The 
former chairman of the Scottish Media 
Group has, it must be acknowledged, rather 
deeper roots in the Left than his new 
ministerial colleagues in the Lords. He also 
has a weight and maturity absent from 
many within the Labour Party who might 
envy him his post The jealousy of the 
passed-over cm Labour's bade benches is 
not however, the only unease provoked by 
Mr Macdonald’s appointment There are 
legitimate objections to this exercise of 
patronage. It could damage the Govern¬ 
ment's cause, and that of the Union. 

It is a poor reflection on Labour's Scottish 
MPS that none of them was thought fit to 
become minister for Scottish industry. When 
Scotland’s Tory MPs were reduced to two 
taxi-loads, shortly before they were driven 
into oblivion, they still managed to staff the 
Scottish Office with home-grown elected 
representatives, needing only one peer to 
make up the numbers. Yet Labour, with 56 
MPs in Scotland, still needs two members of 
their Lordships’ House to discharge duties 
which will, in any case, shortly be trans¬ 
ferred to the Edinburgh parliament How 
can Labour boast strength in depth before 
elections to that parliament if it has to draft 
in outsiders to discharge waning executive 
responsibilities? If Labour is s uffer ing from 
such a grievous democratic deficit Scot¬ 
land’s voters may be tempted to deepen their 
attachment to the Scottish Nationalist Party. 

That temptation can only be the greater 
when they see their Industry Minister 
insulated by ermine from democratic scru¬ 


tiny. Parliament's power to scrutinise the 
executive has already been strained by the 
centralists in this Government But even 
they must see the dangers in a situation 
what Scotland's MPs cannot hold the 
ministers responsible for Industry and the 
Environment to account No matter how 
wise these governor-generals are, they owe 
their position to patronage. 

The Scottish Secretary, Donald Dewar, 
protests that Mr Macdonald brings great 
expertise to his office. And although some of 
those he has made redundant over the years 
may beg to differ, the shareholders of the 
Scottish Media Group can be grateful for his 
prudent stewardship of their investment 
But. with respect to Mr Macdonald, it is not 
his management skills but his mandate that 
matters. Any Prime Minister could assem¬ 
ble a Government of talents if he were un¬ 
constrained by democratic convention, but it 
is the need to staff die executive with elected 
members which ensures proper accoun¬ 
tability. Margaret Thatcher breached the 
principle in the case of Lord Young of 
Graffham. but his sorry example proved the 
wisdom of the rule. He, at least, was a one- 
off. This Government has made a habit of 
hiring its big guns without reference to the 
voters. Ft is unattractively arbitrary, all the 
more so in a party pledged to oppose privi¬ 
lege and bring power closer to the people. 

It is not only the question- of principle that 
should exercise Tony Blair. Mr Dewar may 
hope that his new lieutenant will be able, 
before next years Scottish elections, to 
torpedo die SNPs economic pretensions. 
But all Mr Macdonald’s cod logic will be 
undermined when Alex Sabnond asks by 
what authority his Lordship presumes to 
lecture the electorate. The minister will have 
become the message—and one that will not 
go down well This was a chance to give 
Labour a more enterprising edge. It looks 
more like a self-inflicted wound. 


TEN YEARS ON 

Why Burma’s junta needs to negotiate with Daw Suu Kyi 


This Saturday is the emotive anniversary of 
the 1988 massacre of. thousands of pro- 
democracy demonstrators by Burmese 
troops. A decade an. another day enters the 
calendar of crisis. August 21 is the deadline 
set by Aung San Suu Kyi—whoseparty won 
82 per cent of the vote in a 1990 election 
where canvassing was forbidden and she 
was under house arrest — for the reconven¬ 
ing of the parliament which the militaiy 
junta then refused to recognise. 

The junta, which calls itself the State Peace 
and Development Council (SPDC). is ex¬ 
tremely worried. The number of police on 
.the streets has increased and activists from 
the Daw Suu Kyi-led National League of 
Democracy (NLD) have been detained. Last 
week her attempt to meet other NLD 
members was aborted by a roadblock; her 
enforced return to Rangoon after six days 
blocked inside her car may have reflected foe 
SPDCs alarm at her rapidly declining 
health as much its determination to quell 
opposition. The death of the Nobel laureate, - 
daughter of the independence icon Aung 
San, would have tipped Burma over die 
brink. But so may the SPDCs inflexibility. 

The dreadful state of Burma’s incompet¬ 
ently-run crony economy compounds the 
political tension. The currency has lost half 
its value in a year, inflation is running at 50 
per cent, and the regime's hopes of raising 
foreign exchange through tourism have 
been dented; hotels buOt with forced, labour 
are only a fifth falL Property prices have 
halved. Expected foreign investment has 
been scared off by the absence of transpar¬ 
ency or the rule of law. and flagrant fraud, 
or incompetence, in SPDC-dictafed focal 
partners. Once the region’s rice bowl. 


Burma now has annual food shortages. The 
SPDCs more flexible element, led by the 
intelligence chief and “Secretary No 1", Khin 
Nyunt had aimed in its dealings with the 
NLD to create a system of notional, military- 
led “democracy" modelled an President 
Suharto’S Indonesia. But Mr Suharto has 
gone, his system discredited. 

The junta cared little for international 
opinion as long as it kept regional friends, 
particularly Asean (the Association of South 
East Asian Nations) and China, its main 
trading partner. But Burma’s legal trade 
with China has been crippled lty its lade of 
hard currency, and its illicit deals by 
Beijing’s anti-smuggling drive. Even emol¬ 
lient Asean. out of fear of refugee flows, is 
hardening its line. The SPDC is finally 
running out of friends. 

The junta is stuck. For years it has 
attempted to offer the appearance of reform 
without the reality- It is the Stale; political 
and economic liberalisation will be at its 
expense. Its hard line has been rationalised 
as bong necessary for its survival. But 
Burma is in such a tense, parlous state that 
repression is no longer a realistic option. 
History is against the SPDC; it will fall. It 
has to decide whether it manages its decline, 
or engineers its Gotterddmmerung. Al¬ 
though Asean and China have some lever¬ 
age. the decision is the junta's. It has been 
Messed so far by the restraint of Daw Suu 
Kyi and the NLD. But in the political heat of 
August, their control may be limited. Daw 
Suu Kyi is the junta’s best hope. Unless it 
agrees* to talk with her, Saturdays anniver¬ 
sary could usher in chaos. It may even have 
to accept that it needs foe parliament that it 
illegally swept aside eight years ago. 


IRANIAN VOICES 

In Khomeini’s cage, the canary has begun to sing 


The persecution of journalists is almost 
never an indicator of political health. Butin 
Iran, it is at least a sign of life. This week’s 
guilty verdict against the Editor of Khsuieh 
for “insulting Islamic sanctities" is less 
surprising than the nature of die “offence". 
In a country where “insulting" mullahs is a 
crime, Khon&h had published an unnamed 
reader’s letter denouncing die Imam him¬ 
self The Jafe Ayatollah Khomeini’s “order to. 
murder Salman Rushdie", she wrote, had 
“turned Iran into an international terrorist 
stated and his name evoked for her “the 
blood'of thousands of innocent young Iran¬ 
ians" killed in the right-year war with Iraq. 

Before May last year, when the landslide 
electoral victory of the cautiously liberal 
President Muhammad Khatami prised 
open the political sluicegates, no editor 
would have touched the letter. To whisper 

such criticism. let atone write it down, would 

have courted execution. But newspapers in 
Iran have since then come alive, shedding 
taboos as fast as they gam readers. 
Significantly. Khoneh is ttemTspuse weekty 
foT the “House for Young Jmmia5sts% 
attached to .the Mn*W <>j J 



to«en ttaTmMsfiy and the Jnsfe 
ttj,hanffine £ 
preme leader. Ayatollah Khamenei- ton 
has two rival leaderships; and jouiraftsts 
have become cannon fodder m a proxy war. 

Fbr the battle to be fought in pub lic view i s 
a novelty, and one that helps the maimers. 


Newspapers pored over every detail of the 
patently rigged trial that last month con¬ 
victed Gholam Hussein Karbaschi, the 
hugely popular reforming Mayor of Tehran, 
on trumped-up corruption charges. Millions 
watched the live television coverage in which 
the Mayor threatened to make public details 
of corruption and illicit land deals by pillars 
of the-regime. The result, formally a victory 
for reaction, was to enhance the standing 
both of the Mayor and of the President to 
whom he is known to be closely allied. 

The Khamenei camp is now as keen to 
damp down on the press as it is to stymie the 
President's efforts to staff his Government 
with reforming ministers. It has not had 
much success in doing either, at least within 
the law. When the Majlis impeached one 
liberal Interior Minister, Mr Khatami deftly 
promoted him to a vice-presidency and then 
put another reformer in his place at die 
interior. And when the Justice Ministry 
ordered tiie closure of Jameoh, a liberal 
paper owned by a Khatami supporter, for 
“insults and lies", the Ministry of Islamic 
Guidance promptly issued it a permit to 
resume publication under the name of Toils. 

This week, the Editor of- Tous was 
vidonsfy beaten up by Islamist vigilantes 
and its offices received a bomb threat ton is 
still for from bring a state governed by law 
rafter than officially protected violence. But 
the resort to thuggery may be a sign of 
-weakness. After 19 fear-filled years, the 
canary has begun to sing in the deep mine of 
Khomeini's benighted theocracy. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

! Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 sooo 


MI5 and freedom 
of expression 

.From the Executive Director 
of Article 19 

Sir. David Shayler has threatened to 
expose alleged official wrongdoing 
and other information about the way 
in which a public institution works 
(report, August 3). 

These revelations may well be 
embarrassing to the government of 
the day, but they do not threaten flu 
life of the nation. 

The Shayler case, which further 
tests the 1990 Official Secrets Act is 
important because h also challenges 
the lack of public interest defence 
inherent in the Acl If MLS does indeed 
operate in a less than efficient man¬ 
ner, then this is a matter of great 
interest to the taxpayer. 

The claim of national security as 
a justification for silencing speech is 
so widespread and so misused that, in 
1995, Article 19 convened a conference 
of experts in Johannesburg to define 
the few and narrow circumstances in 
which national security is genuinely 
threatened and thus where it would be 
legitimate to curtail freedom of ex¬ 
pression. 

The resulting “Johannesburg prin¬ 
ciples" are rapidly becoming accepted 
as the standard for deciding where to 
draw die line between freedom of 
expression and official secrecy. 

Given that the principles proceed 
from a strong formulation of the right 
to freedom of expressi o n and access to 
information, we recommend that they 
are used as a bans fix’ revising the 
Official Secrets Act to bring it into line 
with best practice. 

Yours faithfully, 

FRANCES ETSOUZA 
Executive Director, 

Article 19. 

Lancaster House. 

33 Islington High Street, N1 9LH. 
August 3. 

From Mr Nigel Groom 

Sir, Your headline today. “Ex-MI5 spy 
fights extradition bid”, indicates, once 
again, that it is time the media got the 
terminology right Spies are people 
used by the intelligence officers of 
other countries to obtain our secrets. 
They are bad and M15 officers try to 
catch them. 

M16 officers use people to obtain the 
secrets of other countries, especially 
the bad ones; these people’are good 
and are called agents. 

A renegade MJ5 or M16 officer who 
wants to publish the secrets of his 
service (and ipso facto of his country) 
should be called a traitor. 

Yours faithfully, 

NIGEL GROOM. 

23Crondaoe Road, 

London SW6 4BS. 

August 3. 


Destruction of files 

From Mr David Turner 

Sir, Amid the latest flurry of seif¬ 
serving public-relations guff from 
MI5 (report. “Straw reveals secrets of 
MIS’s 500,000 files”, July 30) comes 
confirmation of that organisation’s 
archival scorched-earth policy. 

Some 285,000 files have been des¬ 
troyed; if present procedures continue, 
many more will go the same way and 
what survives will remain dosed for 
many decades. This is bad for the 
pursuit of historical truth and for 
democracy. 

Contrary to the Straw/MI5 line, 
“counter-subversion" was not about 
saving Britain from some dastardly 
plot out of the pages of a Frederick 
Forsyth novel. It was abour harrying 
citizens whose only “crime" was their 
politics; such activity by the State is 
inimical to democracy, free speech 
and cavil liberties. 

Were the provisions of die proposed 
Freedom of Information Act to apply 
to security and intelligence bodies (as 
equivalent legislation does in the US 
and elsewhere) we might learn the un¬ 
varnished truth about such matters. 
Instead, we are being given a sop: the 
Advisory Council on Public Records is 
to advise on the fate of MI5 files. 

Nevertheless, historians, and any¬ 
one else with an interest in the matter, 
should still lobby the ooundl to 
demand the preservation of all MIS 
records and the earliest possible open¬ 
ing of than. 

Correspondence should be sent to 
the secretary, Tim Padfield, at the 
Public Record Office at Kew by 
September 30. 

Yours faithfully 
DAVID TURNER, 

Oak Lodge. 

Chestnut Street, 

Borden. Kent ME9 8DA 
dst@canterbury.u-neLcom 
August 2. 


Detained on board 

From Mr G. P. Stewart 

Sir, More than 20 years ago I com¬ 
plained about the attitude of crew on 
British airlines, saying that when I get 
on an aircraft 1 embark, I do not 
enlist. The driver is therefore not my 
captain, and l do not like the Kensing- 
mne of the waitresses. 

These views i now commend to 
Captain Brian Bliss {letters, July 31 
and August 4) and his unfortunate 
employers. Go. 

Yours sincerely. 

G- P. STEWART. 

40 Dixon Clark Court, 

Can on bury Road, N12UR. 

August 1. 


Moral influence of overseas bishops at Canterbury 


From the Right Reverend Howell 
Davies and others 

Sir. We write as clergy concerned for 
the work in the parishes of the Church 
of England. Privileged to have experi¬ 
ence of growing churches, we see a 
connection between growth and bibli¬ 
cal faithfulness: but we also note 
decline and the modem liberal gnosti¬ 
cism where "Christ” can mean all or 
nothing. 

This past year, in respect of the 
diocese of Newcastle (report, August 
4). biblical faithfulness has meant that' 
we (and many others) have had to take 
a stand on the issue of homosexual 
behaviour. We are saddened that we 
have had to do this. But we have taken 
huge encouragement from your re¬ 
ports of the firmness of bishops at the 
Lambeth Conference from West and 
East Africa in particular. 

We find it ironic that we in the West 
had to take the Bible to Africa earlier 
in this century; now' they are bringing 
the Bible bade to us. We folly support 
them in their desire to call all 
departures from heterosexual mar¬ 
riage sinful (including homosexual 
activity), knowing that they are the 
first to preach forgiveness of all sin at 
the crass of Christ. 

We urge them not to allow the Pri¬ 
mates to be used as a de facto commis¬ 
sion on homosexuality. Nor should 
they be intimidated by talk of schism. 
It was the greai founding Anglican 
theologian. Richard Hooker, who 
said: “That which they call schism, we 
know to be our reasonable service 
"unto God.” 

Some discipline is essential. As the 
Catholic Cyprian said, centuries be¬ 
fore Hooker “A people obedient to the 
precepts of the Lord and fearing God 
Is bound to separate itself from a 
sinful prelate". 

Yours faithful! v, 

HOWELL DAVIES 
(Bishop of Karamoja. 

Uganda, 1981-87). 

DAVID HOLLOWAY 
(Vicar of Jesmond). 

KEN MOULDER 

(Vicar of St Oswald*. Walkergate), 

3 Gilberts Wood, 

Ewyas Harold. Hereford HR2QJL, 
August 4. 


From the Reverend Dr Paul 
Oestreicher 

Sir, I am one with Virginia Bottomley 
(letter. July 31) in commending West¬ 
minster Abbey for honouring Trevor 
Huddleston. Oscar Romero and the 
martyrs of the 20th century. 

In many of the countries from 
which bishops have come to the 
Lambeth Conference Christians—but 
not only Christians — continue to be 
victims of cruel oppression. We forget 
them at our own spiritual peril. 

But when Mrs Bottomley chides the 
bishops for engaging in the "relatively 
trivial or irrelevant debate on homo¬ 
sexuality", she appears to be unaware 
of the bitter persecution, past and 
present, suffered in many pans of 
the world by homosexuals. More 
often than not, Christian homophobia 
(like Christian anti-Semitism on 
another context) has been and re¬ 
mains the root cause of untold 
suffering. 

Nazi Germany targeted Jews. Gyp¬ 
sies and homosexuals together for 
extermination and called it cleansing. 
From the Churches, almost total 
silence. From a position of penitence, 
the bishops, divided as they are. need 
to debate this issue, which deeply 
affects a substantia] minority of the 
human race. 

My years as chairman of Amnesty 
International in the UK taught me 
how easy it is in matters of human 
rights both to choose one’s heroes 
selectively and to indulge in selective 
indignation. 

Yours faithfully. 

PAUL OESTREICHER. 

20 Styvechale Avenue. 

Coventry CV5 6DX. 

July 31. 

From Mr William E. Bridge 

Sir. It is a timely lesson and blessing 
that the African bishops boldly speak 
out on upholding the very dear state¬ 
ments on sexual morality contained in 
Holy Scripiure. which until recently 
the Church of England faithfully pro¬ 
fessed and taughL There is no ambi¬ 
guity about it — commissions are 
unnecessary. 

Wfll the Church now return to fun¬ 
damental Scripture and tradition 


entrusted to it. or further pursue its 
libera] path lo becoming just another 
sect? 

Yours faithfully. 

WILLIAM E. BRIDGE. 

175 Crofion Road . 

Orpington, 

Kent BR6SJB. 
web@boiten.demon.co.uk 
AugusT 4. 

From the Reverend David Runcorn 

Sir. Ruth GlerihifI should broaden the 
scope of her reports from the Lambeth 
Conference. 

With wearying predictability she 
returns to the subject of homosexual¬ 
ity, warning of major splits between 
African (traditionalist) and Western 
(liberal, pro-gay) bishops. She has yet 
to adequately report any of the other 
major themes being explored at this 
remarkable conference. 

Yours sincerely. 

DAVID RUNCORN. 

15 Cranleigh Gardens, 

Stoke Bishop. 

Bristol BS9 1HD. 

david. runcorn @trinity~bris.ac. uk 

August 4. 

From Canon Robert Gage 

Sir, You report today that some 
bishops hope to woo teenagers back to 
the Church by going dubbing. 

Teenagers might welcome bishops 
who genuinely like dubbing. How¬ 
ever. any bishop who thinks that a 
foray onto the dance floor will some¬ 
how commend the Christian faith is 
surely naive. The raison d'itre of 
religion is to provide a context of 
meaning and purpose in life. Clubs 
exist to provide a temporary escape 
from such considerations — a good 
night out 

Teenagers are well aware of this 
distinction, even if bishops are not. 
Bishops should only dance if they like 
dancing. 

Yours faithfully. 

ROBERT GAGE. 

The Cathedra] Church of All Saints. 
Cathedral Office. 

Northgate. Wakefield. 

West Yorkshire WF11HG. 

July 31. 


Frank Field’s value to welfare policy 


From the Reverend 
Garin R. P. Ashenden 

Sir. The loss of Frank Field to the 
Government (reports, July 30: article. 
July 31) may have been occasioned tty 
an inevitable dash between his brief 
to think freely and the constraints laid 
on him by the Chancellor. The prac¬ 
tice of realpolitik should allow for few 
illusions and few surprises. One 
surprise, however, is that a Govern¬ 
ment so much criticised for turning 
political spin into a high an form 
should so badly misunderstand die 
symbolic value of Mr Field. 

Few governments can daim to 
employ a man who carried the over¬ 
tones and the presence of a prophet. 
His ability and commitment to wel¬ 
fare reform are amplified by an 
extraordinary religious integrity that 
is also moral and political. 

When the shine of new Labour’s 
reforming zeal wears off. his presence 
would have allowed a claim to a 
continuing integrity. His dispensabil¬ 
ity does more to undermine new 
Labour’s commitment to social and 
economic justice than any combina¬ 
tion of policy failures. It prophesies an 
impending moral bankruptcy which 
fails us all. 

Yours sincerely, 

GAVIN ASHENDEN 
(Chaplain), 

The University of Sussex, 

Meeting House. 

Palmer. Brighton, 

East Sussex BN1 9QN. 

July 31. 


From Mr Francis Bennion 

Sir. For two reasons, the nation 
should surely be grateful to Frank 
Field. First, he has demonstrated by 
his resignation that there are still 
people in politics who will put the 
service of prindple ahead of their own 
wellbeing. Secondly, he has presented 
in acute form a social choice that faces 
us all. 

Mr Field believes, in line with 
Clement Attlee, that for our own good 
the State should compel each one of us 
to save ail through our working days 
for the sake of our retirement and old 
age. Legislation should force us to put 
a little money aside, month by month 
and year by year, to build up a fond. 
Out of the income from this our pen¬ 
sions will be paid for as long as we 
survive. 

Apparently Mr Gordon Brown 
takes a different view and supports 
legislation to give means-tested help 
to those elderly inhabitants who in 
former times would have been cared 
for by the Poor Law. with the Stale 
supplying their needs out of current 
taxation. Otherwise, what people 
choose to do with their money is their 
own concern. 

While saluting Mr Field as a man of 
principle, I am sure many will side 
with Mr Brown’s desire to limit stale 
interference to cases of necessity. 

Yours sincerely, 

FRANCIS BENNION. 

5 Old Nursery View. 

Oxford OXI5NT. 

July 31. 


Shooting at Hitler 

From Mr Roderick Dryden 

Sir, It occurred to me that Captain 
E. H. Bennet, who was proposed as 
Hitler’s assassin (report, July 23; 
letters. July 27 and August I), might be 
the same Harry Bennet to whom I gil- 
lied in the late 1930s. Harry Bennet 
was “something in the foreign ser¬ 
vice". He was physically very fit and 
athletic, and extremely accurate with 
both gun and rifle. In 1938 and 1939 he 
shot Alleari. Kindrochet. Bohally and 
the Sgaimeach Mor. 

Perhaps 1 underestimate his profes¬ 
sionalism. but he was I think possibly 
too chivalrous for an executioner—he 
always declined to fire until the stag 
was running. He did not reappear in 
these parts after the war. 

I am. Sir. yours faithfully. 
RODERICK DRYDEN. 

Aliean. Stralhiummel, 

Pitlochry, Perthshire PH16 5NR. 

From Dr K. Mallin 

Sir. The plot to assassinate Hitler is 
one of many gems to be found in the 
Public Record Office at Kew. My 
favourite, for its absurdity, has fo be: 
“Hans for the sea invasion of Ger¬ 
many in alliance with France. 1905. 
Ref WO 106/46 E2/I0". The detail 
even indudes the hay for the horses. 

Yours truly. 

K. MALLIN. 

Allerslea. 8 Diddington Lane, 
Hampton-in-Arden. Solihull. 

West Midlands B92 0BZ. 

August 1. 


School inspections 

From the General Secretary of the 
Independent Schools Council 

Sir. Your report today that indepen¬ 
dent schools are to be “subjected to 
government-style inspections" sug¬ 
gests that the agreement between the 
Government and the Independent 
Schools Council represents some form 
of capitulation by the independent 
sector to new, imposed arrangements. 

In fact it represents a firm accep¬ 
tance by the Government of the 
strengths and merits of the two 
inspection systems that have been 
developed and improved within the 
ISC itself in recent years and which in 
certain key respects are better than 
those used by Ofcted. Our Systems, for 
instance, provide detailed advice to 
heads in the course of inspections 
which Ofsted does not undertake. 

The effect of the agreement is to 
provide a government seal of appro¬ 
val for the ISC's successful systems of 
self-regulation. From our poinT of 
view, it is of historic significance. 

Yours faithfully, 

AUSTAIR B. COOKE. 

General Secretary, 

Independent Schools Council. 
Grosvenor Gardens House. 

35-37 Grosvenor Gardens. 

London SWIW0BS. 

July 30. 


Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0I7L782 5046. 
e-mail to: letien9the-times.co.uk 


Appraisal of Moore 

From Mr John Pittuck 

Sir. I believe the recognition of Henry 
Moore’s universal stature and inter¬ 
national influence (leading article. 
July 2& article. Arts, same day) is 
equalled in Britain only by the 
painter, J. M. W. Turner. 

In his appreciation. A Relationship 
with Henry Moore. 1942-1986, 
Moore’s friend, Walter Strachan, 
quotes his words: “When 1 began, 
there was Epstein. Hepworth, myself 
and one or two others. Now. I could 
literally name more than an hundred 
sculptors in this country who have 
achieved some recojpiition." 

With characteristic modesty Moore 
would acknowledge his debt to mod¬ 
ern pioneer sculptors like Brancusi. 
Epstein and Modigliani, but did not 
attempt to take credit for his own 
influence, which was also growing 
worldwide. 

As one of a privileged team of 
volunteer guides for the Henry Moore 
Foundation at Fterry Green, Hertford¬ 
shire, over the past three years. I am 
continually learning about the content 
and execution of his work. 

You suggest in your leading article 
that the surprise element disappeared 
from his post-I950s output While it 
may not clamour for attention, who 
would expect it to? It commands res¬ 
pect for its authority as the mature 
work of an innovative and inventive 
artist 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN PITTUCK. 

Hillside Cottage. 

62 Dunmow Road. Bishop's Stortford. 
Hertfordshire CMS 5HL. 

July 28. 

From Dr Rosalind Rawnsley 

Sir. On a recent summer’s evening. I 
picnicked with friends in seclusion (as 
we thought) behind the “reclining 
figure" by Henry Moore in the gar¬ 
dens of Glyndeboume. only to find 
ourselves the vicarious centre of 
interest to the large number of people 
who came to examine and discuss the 
statue and the merits or otherwise of 
its creator — proving once again the 
truth of the old adage that it does not 
matter what they say, as long as they 
keep talking about you. 

Yours faithfully, 

ROSALIND RAWNSLEY, 

Wyken Cottage, 

Bridgnorth. 

Shropshire WV15 5NN. 

July 28. 


Job prospects 

From Mrs Elisabeth Rennison 

Sir. I expect that native servants in all 
colonial territories carried personal 
references in one form or another (let¬ 
ter, July 31) to present to prospective 
employers. 

A cook who applied to us in Uganda 
in the early 1950s proudly proclaimed 
that he could cook two kinds of soup, 
“supu paketi” and “supu tinrif. 

Yours faithfully. 

ELISABETH RENNISON, 

Burden's Cottage. 

White Lackington. 

Piddletrenthide, Dorset DT2 7QU. 
August 1. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
August 4: The Lord Haskel 
and the Lord Whitty were 
received by The Queen and 
took leave upon relinquishing 
their appointment as Lords in 
Wailing to Her Majesty. 

The Baroness Amos was 
received by The Queen upon 
her appointment as a Baron¬ 
ess in Waiting to Her Majesty. 

Mr Malcolm Blanch was 
received by The Queen upon 
his retirement as Clerk Comp¬ 
troller to Queen Elizabeth The 


Queen Mother when Her 
Majesty conferred upon him 
the honour of Knighthood and 
invested him with the Insignia 
of a Knight Commander of the 
Royal Victorian Order. 
CLARENCE HOUSE 
August 4: Today is the Anni¬ 
versary of the Birthday of 
Queen. Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother. 

Mrs Michael Gordon-Len- 
nox has succeeded the Lady 
Angela Oswald as Lady in 
Waiting to Her Majesty. 


Royal engagements 

The Queen will visit Kincar¬ 
dine Community Hospital. 
Stonehaven, at 3.00. 

Prince Edward will launch die 
Scottish Power's video pro¬ 
moting Outward Bound at the 
Glasgow Climbing Centre. 
Paisley Road West, at noon. 


Women of the Year 
Lunch 



Forthcoming 

marriages 


Birthdays today 


Professor Neil Armstrong, 
first man on the Moon, 68; Mr 
Billy Bingham, football man¬ 
ager, 67; Mr Michael Dia¬ 
mond. former director. Birm¬ 
ingham City Museums and 
Art Gallery. 56; Professor 
H.G. Dickinson, botanist. 54; 
Professor Sir Michael Drury, 
former President. Royal Coll¬ 
ege of General Practitioners. 
72; Miss Barbara Flynn, ac¬ 
tress. 50; Miss Joan Hickson, 
actress. 92; Lord Hindlip, 58; 
Mr Alan Howard, actor. 61; 
Field Marshal Lord Inge, 63; 
Mr R.W. Jewson. chairman, 
Savills. 54; Sir Michad Kerry, 
QC former Procurator-Gen¬ 
eral and Treasury Solicitor. 75; 
Mr CJ. Kitching, secretary. 
Royal Commission on Histori¬ 
cal Manuscripts, 53; Mr Mar¬ 
tin Lambie-Naim, designer. 
53; Sir Bert Miliichip. former 
chairman. Football'Associ¬ 
ation. 84; Mr John Monks, 
General Secretary, TUC, 53; 
Mr Eric Nigoli. group chief ex¬ 
ecutive, United Biscuits (Hold¬ 
ings), 48; Mr Rodney 
Pattisson. yachtsman, 55: Mr 
K.P. Pearson, former Head¬ 
master. George Heriofs 
School. Edinburgh. 57; Sir 
Eric Fountain, former chair¬ 
man. Ttirmac, 65; the Hem 
Miriam Rothschild, FRS. en¬ 
tomologist 90; Sir Nicholas 
Scott former MP. 65; Lord 
Sefton of Garston. 83; Mr 
Peter Smith, senior partner. 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. 52; 
Miss Theodora Turner, for¬ 
mer matron. St Thomas’ Hos¬ 
pital. 91; Mr John Whitaker. 

showjumper, 43. 


The Duchess of Kent will be 
the royal guest of honour at 
the Women of the Year Lunch 
and Assembly, in aid of NCH 
Action For Children, at the Sa¬ 
voy Hotel on Monday. Octo¬ 
ber 12. 

The Marchioness of Lothi¬ 
an. founder president will 
preside. The vice-presidents 
are Miss Virginia Wade, the 
Hon Diana Makgill. Lady 
Morris of Kenwood. Ms Re¬ 
nee Goddard and Mrs Glenys 
Kinnock, MEP. 

Miss Floella Benjamin is the 
executive chairman of the 
lunch and Miss Janet Hull is 
vice-chairman. 


One of an expected 40,000 visitors is served at the Great British Beer Festival held at London Olympia this week. 
Bluebird bitter from Coniston Brewery, Cumbria, was judged best beer at the event run by the Campaign for Real Ale 


Small grants yield big finds 


By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 


Baroness Sharp of 
Guildford 


The life barony conferred 
upon Mrs Margaret Lucy 
Sharp has been gazetted by 
the name, style and title of 
Baroness Sharp of Guild¬ 
ford, of Guildford in the 
County of Surrey. 


Baron Norton of 
Louth 


SEED money from a small 
annual fond has produced 
remarkable archaeological re¬ 
sults in a series of projects, 
inrfudmg a survey in the 
Scottish islands and a search 
for Roman roads under 
Birmingham. While profes¬ 
sional excavations may cost 
tens of thousands of pounds, 
some of the grants from the 
fund were as small as £350. 

“It is sometimes forgotten 
how much can be achieved by 
a single individual or a small 
group, working on their own 
initiative with very modest 
resources.” the Council for 
British Archaeology's maga¬ 
zine British Archaeology 
says. The oouncO manages an 
annual challenge fund budget 
of £?,000. provided by itsei£ 
English Heritage, and Histor¬ 
ic Scotland to get small 
projects off the ground. 


One of the least costly is 
Alan Whitworth's photo¬ 
graphic survey of ail the 
dovecotes in Yorkshire, with 
added documentary research 
on the histories of individual 
buddings. Doves were an 
important food source in past 
centuries, but many of the 
purpose-built dovecotes in 
which they were kept are 
decaying or even in danger of 
demolition. Mr Whitworth 
used his grant of £350 to 
Amumni 230 structures, 
some of them no longer 
known as former dovecotes. 
Six have been made listed 
buildings. 

A grant of £800 has helped 
a group from Glasgow Uni¬ 
versity’s adult education pro¬ 
gramme to cany out a survey 
on the island of Raasay. 
between Skye and the Scottish 
mainland- The *ram, includ¬ 


ing former teachers, engi¬ 
neers and plumbers, many of 
than retired, work each 
spring and have so tar record-. 
ed ten abandoned settle¬ 
ments. victims of the 1745 
uprising or later clearances, 
or both. Local research has 
enabled the team , to attach 
famil y names to many of the 
abandoned houses. Previous¬ 
ly unknown prehistoric sites 
have also been found. 

Another adult education 
group, led by Peter Leather of 
Birmingham University, has 
been trying to locate the three 
Roman roads whose paths 
converge on the site of the 
present city centre. A tradi¬ 
tional view that they met at 
Sdly Park has been disproved 
by geophysical survey there, 
and the group is now testing 
the thesis that the roads 
converged on a Roman fort at 


Metchley. near the university. 
It is carrying out surveys and 
keeping a watching brief on 
excavations. 

Probably die most frugal 
project has been carried out 
by Nina Jennings, a retired 
electronics engineer, in the 
Solway Valley near Carlisle. 
She has documented a series 
of unusual mud-walled build¬ 
ings. showing that some 
Vgan as combined homes 
and cattle byres, and that they 
continued 10 be built until 
early this century. 

Mrs Jennings's research, 
which will be published as a 
book, was done without even 
using a car, “a remarkable 
example of wb at can be 
achieved". British Archae¬ 
ology’s editor. Simon Deni-, 
son. says. 

Source; British Archaeology 
No 36; 18 


Mr S.D. Boissean 
sad Mia SS. Wright 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, elds’ son of Mr 
and Mrs Nick Boisseau, of 
.Cranlrigh... Surrey, and S&n, 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Gordon Wright, qf Tanenhafl. 
Cheshire. 

MrR. Buchanan 
and Miss G A. Hardmge 
The. engagement is announced- 
between Ronald Buchanan, of 
Lome House, Castletown. Isle of 
Man, and Gillian. daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Trevor Hardinge, of 
Douglas. Isle of Man. 

Uentenant A.T. Coot 
and O f te n a n t AJE. Peddle 
The engagement is announced 
between Lieutenant Andrew Cctx. 
HLDRS, only son of Mr and Mrs 
Anthony Cox. of Oldroddrum. 
Aberdeenshire, and Lieutenant 
Alexandra Peddie. AGQSPS), 
second daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Donald Peddle, of Blanefickl, 

Stirlingshire. 

Mr N.S. GQEer 
and Miss M.S.E. Cosby 
The engagement is announced 
between Nicolas, only son of M 
- and Mine turien GflUer. of Mars 
Si Pierre. Besuicahe. France; and 
Mary, only daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Adrian Cosby, of StradbaHy 
Hail. Cd Leix, Southern Ireland. 

Mr A Hayward 
and Miss S.C. Vivian 
The engagement is announced 
between Adam, son of Mr Robert 
Hayward, of Kingham, Oxford¬ 
shire. and Mrs B. O"Farrell, of St 
Keveroe. Cornwall, and Susan 
(Sue), daughter of Dr and Mrs 
fttnek Vivian, of Sutton 
Courtenay. Oxfordshire. 

Mr M.R. Lovejoy 
and Miss KJ. WDcox 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark RussdL son of Mr 
and Mrs Michael Lovcjoy. of 
South Woodford, and Katherine 
Fiona, younger daughter of Dr 
ami Mrs Graeme Wilcox. of 
Kkidennmster. Worcestershire. 

MrS.Macvkar 
and MISS L f Tiiaram miti 
The engagement is announced 
between Stephen, son of Sheriff 
and Mrs NeH Macricar. of 
Edinburgh, and Louisa, cider 
daughter of the hte Mr Lorenzo 
Chiaramomi and of Mrs Vanessa 
Chiarainonti; of London. 


Mr M.C. O’Kane 
and Mias EM.G Lowry 
The engagement is announced 
between Michad, youngest son of 
Mr and Mis Michad O'Kane, of 
Culmqre, Londonderry. Northern 

Ireland, and Emma, only daughter 
of His Honour Richard Lowry. 
QG.and Her Honour Nina Lowry, 
of Hammersmith, London. 

Mr GJH1. Owen 
and Miss RJE. Beems 
The engagement is announced 
between Glyn Hooson. son of Mr 
and Mrs Maidwyn Owen, of 
Abbots Bristol, and Ruth 
Eleanor, younger daughter of the 
Revd Dr and Mis Cblin Beevers, of 
Ledbury. Herefordshire. 

MrT.WJ. Scrby 
and Miss JJVL Atkins 
The engagement is annomced 
between Tom. younger son of Mrs 
AJ. Dunn, of ChagfonL Devon, 
and of the late Mr Cofin Serby. and 
Jane; younger daughter of Mr and 
Mis Derek Atkins, of Exeter. 


MrCH.G. Sparway 
and Miss NX. McConnel 
The engagement is announced 
between-Charles, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs HJ. Spurway. of 
Hartmra. West Lothian, and 
Nicola, eldest daughter of Captain 
and Mis D.L McConnel, of Lower 
Cbdmscote. Banbury. Oxford¬ 
shire. 


Mr M.G.R. Timpson 
and MissT, lay 

The engagement is announced 
between Marcus, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Guy Timpson. of Upper 
Hartfidd. East Sussex, and 
Tamstn, younger daughter of Mr 
arid Mrs Donald Lay. of Piltdown. 
East Sussex. 


Mr PJ. Wharton 
and Miss LET!. Pnddifattf 
The engagement is announced 
between Paul, eldest son of Mr and 

Mrs F. Wharton, of Wellington. 
New Zealand, and Louise, 
daughter of the late Dr DJ. 
Puddifant and of Mrs DJLH. 
PuddifanL of Stock. Essex. 





Appointment 


HM Forces 

Rear-Admiral F-M. Malbon to be 
promoted to Vice-Admiral and to 
be Deputy Commander Fleet in 
succession to Vice-Admiral JJ. 
Blackham on January 6.1909. 


The life barony conferred 
upon Professor Philip Norton 
has been gazetted by the 
name, style and title of Baron 
Norton of Louth, of Louth in 
the County of Lincolnshire. 


Anniversaries today 


Baron Ahmed 


The life barony conferred 
upon Mr Nazir Ahmed has 
been gazetted by the name, 
style and title of Baron 
Ahmed, of Rotherham in 
tiie County of South York¬ 
shire. 


University news 


Baroness Richardson 
ofCalow 


Cambridge University 
St John's College 
Janet Marillyn Lees (BEng, 
MSc PhD) has been elected to 
a Fellowship and appointed 
lecturer in engineering. 


The life barony conferred 
upon the Rev Kathleen Mar¬ 
garet Richardson has been ga¬ 
zetted by the name, style and 
tide of Baroness Richardson 
of Calow, of Calow in the 
County of Derbyshire. 


BIRTHS: Count Johann von 
Struensee. physician and poli¬ 
tician, Halle. Germany, 1737; 
John Wrottesley, 2nd Baron 
Wrottesley, astronomer. Staf¬ 
ford. 1798; Alexander King- 
lake, historian. Taunton. 1809; 
Edward John Eyre, explorer 
and Governor of Jamaica. 
Hornsea. Yorkshire, 1815; Guy 
de Maupassant, short story 
writer. Miromesnil, France. 
1850; Conrad Aiken, novelist 
and poet. Savannah, Georgia, 
1889; Clara Bow, the “It" girl 
film star, Brooklyn, New 
York. 1906; John Huston, film 
director. Nevada, Missouri. 
1906; Harold Holt, Prime 
Minister of Australia 1966-67, 
Sydney. 1908. 

DEATHS: Thomas New¬ 
comen, inventor of the atmo¬ 
spheric steam engine. London. 
1729: James Gibbs, architect. 
London. 1754; Frederick 
North. 2nd Earl erf Guildford, 


Prime Minister 1770-82, Lon¬ 
don. 1792; Richard Howe, Earl 
Howe, admiral. 1799; 
Friedrich Engels, co-author of 
The Communist Manifesto 
1848. London. 1895; Phil May. 
cartoonist. London. 1903; Ar¬ 
thur Mrighen. Prime Minister 
of Canada 1920-21 and 1926. 
Toronto, I960: Marilyn Mcm- 
roe. actress. Los Angeles, 1962; 
Richard Burton, actor, Gen¬ 
eva, 1984. 

The first electric traffic lights 
were installed in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 1914. 

The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
was signed by Britain. Ameri¬ 
ca and Russia. 1963. 


Speaker’s souvenirs 
go under hammer 


Premium Bond winners 


Latest wills 


Annie Mary Belsey Sobcy, of 
Wimbledon. southwst 
London, left estate valued at 
£927,602 net 


THE legapy of a lifetime in 
politics will go under the 
hammer in a sale from the 
estate of Lord Tonypandy — 
George Thomas — the Speak¬ 
er of the House of Commons 
from 1976 to 1983 (John Shaw 
writes). 

A wealth of signed material 
from three Prime Ministers 
reflects the affection in which 
Lord Tonypandy. who died 
last year, was held across the 
political divide. As well as the 
mementoes from Harold Wil¬ 
son. James Callaghan and 
Margaret Thatcher, there are 
signal photographs from 
President, an autographed 
copy of President Nixon's 
memoirs and a signed photo¬ 
graph showing him with the 
Prince and Princess of Wales 
in 1982. 


During almost 50 years in 
politics, he was a dose friend 
of Harold Wilson whose ac¬ 
count of his first Labour 
ministry from 1964. to 1970 is 
signed: "For George in friend¬ 
ship with recollections of great 
days—and the introduction of 
humanity into government" 

• Lord Tonypandys gift for 
warmth also impressed Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher, whose book 
The Path to Power is signed; 
“With wannest regards and 
gratitude for your wonderful 
service to this great country ” 
James Callaghan sent Lord 
Tonypandy a book on North¬ 
ern Ireland in 1973. 

Other lots range from min¬ 
ers’ lamps to his special con¬ 
stable's helmet- The sale in 
Cardiff on August 19 is expect¬ 
ed to make up to £35,000. 


The following Premium Bond 
prizewinners were announced 
yesterday: 

£100.000; 1NW 32S725. winner 
has a holding or £40 and comes 
from Berkshire: 32XW 994100. 
iiaoo. Surrey. IIFK 871078. 
£2011. Essex; 48CN 266389. 
£4,500, West - Midlands: S4NN 
647704. £20,000. Shropshire: 

92NL 370140; -£10000, Lincoln 
shire; I6MN 171095, £20.000 
Sumy. 

£50,000: 20PL 380049. £50, 

Lincolnshire: 28QZ 449720, 
E20JOOO, Berkshire 58 hz 308252. 
£16.700. Middlesex; 560Z4I8832. 
£i6,060, Essex J9LN 65044a 
£20,000. Berkshire 11G2 391646. 
El 1.459, Cleveland 18MB492784, 
£12.100. Kent; 83DZ 440515, 
£10.661. Hampshire; 87MB 
878383. £6.000, Bucking¬ 

hamshire; 69JF 894576, E4.000. 
Staffo rdshtre: 42VN 541756. 
£19,900, Leicestershire: 29 YW 
546*17. £19.992. BrlStoi: 41 VP 


worth; 8FB 515471. £5,Lancashire; 
34CN 980968. £2.000, Derbyshire; 
90JB223810. £20.000. Kent; 62HK 
204525. £12.100. , Kent 32JK 
954042. £1 MOO, Kingston upon 
Thames; 90EK 13277*7 £8.854. 
Middlesex; 78JL 276086. £20.000. 
Cornwall: 56EZ 790193. £1.000. 
Greater Manchester 89JW 737702. 
OJWO. Middlesex: sap 028124, 
£14. Tvne and wean 502W 593304. 
£19.995. Camden; 46GS 082326. 
£2,000. Hampshire: 3 8PT 341007. 
El0.700. Dumfries & Galloway. 
2 OTL 070350." £500. Hertfordshire; 
76R5 764209 £1.000. East Riding 
Of Yorkshires 71RP 596832. £4,953, 
Hampshire; 33ZL 784662. 
£20,060, Newham: 62LW 798319, 
£20,000, Staffordshire. 


... V'tW* 

. ■-*> r 

• 

... ****• 

•>-.*»►. 4 

. n.uiagi-jj 


•i;' 


m 

■* visits 


Cancer Research 
Campaign ; 


Dorset: 88MN 652926, £19.900. 
Hampshire 47CP432299. £3.010. 
Lelcesfibshlre; I6MK 671569. 


£20.000, Derbyshire; 38QZ 
629583. £20,000. Kent; 47TP 

518708. £20000. West Midlands: 
MBS 425353. £20000. Glasgow;: 
75HW 845456. £11.010. Cornwall; 
37L8 156524. £20000. W&ndS- 


A service of thanksgiving and 
celebration to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the Cancer 
Research Campaign will be 
held in Derby Cathedral on 
Sunday. September 27. at 230. 
For further information please 
telephone Ms Anne Cheetham 
(01617931313). 
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BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE; 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 
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Obituaries 


CANON DAVID STRANGEWAYS 


RAYMOND LUCAS 


Canon David Strangeways. DSO. 

OBE, soldier and clergy man. 
died on August 1 aged 86. He was 
bora on February^ igj 2 . 

A fter enjoying himself in the 
field of miliiaiy deception dur¬ 
ing the Second World War, 
Oavid Strangeways achieved 
distinction in the Anglican Church in 
the second half of his varied life. As one 
of the select band of regular soldiers 
commissioned direct from Oxford and 
Cambridge in the early 1930s. he was a 
natural choice to join Brigadier Dudley 
Clarke's “A” Force, charged with strate¬ 
gic and tactical deception throughout 
the Near and Middle Eas t. 

His initiation was a curious one. To¬ 
wards the end of a stint in the War Of¬ 
fice in 1942, he was sent to General Sir 
Harold Alexander in Cairo with plans 
for Operation Torch, the Allied inva¬ 
sion of French North Africa. One prepa¬ 
ration for this, impossible to conceal 
from Axis agents and reconnaissance, 
was a concentration of tank landing 
craft at Gibraltar. Details of Torch had 
also to be passed to the Governors of 
Gibraltar and Malta, General Sir 
Frank Mason-M acFarlane and Lord 
Gort; this aspect provided the opportu¬ 
nity for deception. 

The novelist Dennis Wheatley, work¬ 
ing in the London Controlfor Strategic 
Deception, furnished Strangeways 
with a copy of his latest novel and a per¬ 
sonal letter to an acquaintance in Cai¬ 
ro. Amid trivial gossip, Wheatley's let¬ 
ter contained distorted information sug¬ 
gesting that the landing craft were con¬ 
centrating at Gibraltar to help effect 
the relief of Malta. Security in Cairo 
hotels was notorious at the time, so 
when left between the pages erf the 
book in Strangeways *s roam. Wheat- 
ley's letter was undoubtedly read, as in¬ 
tended, and its contents would then 
have been passed to the Abwehr. 

David Lnderwick Strangeways was 
the son of Dr T. S. P. Strangeways, the 
scientist who founded the Strangeways 
Research Hospital in Cambridge. Alter 
attending Cambridge County High 
School, he read history at Trinity Hall, 
graduating in 1932. 

He was commissioned into The 
Duke of Wellington's Regiment in 1933 
and served with the 1st Battalion in Al¬ 
dershot and Malta before tire outbreak 
of war. He went to France with the 
same battalion in 1939 and was adju¬ 
tant throughout the battles leading 
bade to Dunkirk. Pram there — as an 
experienced sailor since boyhood — he 
sailed a party from the battalion to Do¬ 
ver in a Thames barge found stranded 
on the beach. He was mentioned in tfis- 
patches for his part in the evacuation. 

Shortly after the episode with Wheat¬ 
ley's letter. Strangeways was sent to 
command “A" Force tactical HQ in the 
Western Desert. Reporting to Major- 
General Richard McCreery, then Alex¬ 
ander^ chief of staff, he found-himself 
responsible for tactical deception for 
the 18th Army Group area. By that 
stage of the war, tactical deception had 
progressed from siting dummy tanks 



In a series of deceptions. Strangeways led the Aids forces astray 


and guns to deployment of real units, 
with their radio nets, to deliver falla- 
dous information to the enemy. 

Strangeways would devise foe story, 
dear it through McCreery and Colonel 
John Sevan’s London Control via the 
Ultra network, before calling for recon¬ 
naissance parties, troops and vehicles 
to project a convincing but entirely mis¬ 
leading picture to German Intelli¬ 
gence. While real Allied plans and de¬ 
ployment were thus obscured. Axis 
forces were moved to meet the falsely 
perceived threat, leaving them wrong¬ 
footed when the real attack came. In 
one instance, an entire Panzer division 
awoke to find an empty desert and 
Rommel’s staff demanding immediate 
return to its former position. 

In the final phase of the North Afri¬ 
can campaign. Strangeways had his 
“A” Force tactical HQ supplemented 
by field security sections, engineers, 
military police, and a handful of ar¬ 
moured vehicles. With this ad hoc 
group he was brfd to move into Tunis at 
the first sign of a German collapse. As 
soon as the word, was given, he drove 
his scout car into the city accompanied 
by one other officer and escort, and. in 
a sldlful blend of bluff and daring, look 


over foe German HQ. blew open the 
safe and seized the secret document it 
held He then made contact with the 
remnants of French colonial police and 
had the capital virtually under his con¬ 
trol ready for tire formal entry of Allied 
troops the next day. For this exploit 
and command of “A** Force tactical op¬ 
erations. he was awarded the DSO. 

Such was “A" Forte's success in tacti¬ 
cal deception that Strangeways was 
hooked onto the 15th Army Group ele¬ 
ment planning the invasion of Sicily. 
Then, as soon as foe island was in Al¬ 
lied hands, he and his “tac HQ“ were 
switched to Salerno. When the moment 
came for General Sir Bernard Mont¬ 
gomery to give up command of 8th 
Army, he asked for Strangeways to 
accompany him to 21st Army Group 
for the invasion of North-West Europe. 

Deception troops in 21st Army 
Group comprised a squadron of ar¬ 
moured cars, several squadrons of 
field engineers and a special wireless 
unit some 800 strong, it was entitled 
“R" Force, with Strangeways in com¬ 
mand. He took “R” Force to Normandy 
m June 1944 and directed their opera¬ 
tions up to foe crossing of foe Rhine. 
The Tunis ad hoc force equipment had 


not been forgotten, however. During 
the advance to foe Rhine. Strange- 
ways's band of specialists was diverted 
to make foe initial takeover first of 
Rouen and then Brussels. He was ap¬ 
pointed OBE in March 1945 and award¬ 
ed foe American Legion of Merit 

With the end of foe war in Europe in 
sight. “R“ Force was distended, and 
Strangeways was appointed political 
adviser to foe Allied commissioners for 
Westphalia and foe Rhine. In this odd 
military capacity, he was responsible 
for intelligence throughout the war- 
shatiered region, for supervision of 
15,000 Germans in temporary deten¬ 
tion camps and for frontier control 
along the borders with Belgium. 
France and Holland. This task contin¬ 
ued until September 1946. 

After two training appointments at 
home, both designed to sec his decep¬ 
tion experience on record. Strange¬ 
ways was briefly with 2nd Battalion 
The Green Howards, in Khartoum, be¬ 
fore being sent to join foe British Mili¬ 
tary Mission in Greece in June 1949. 
The mission had the delicate task of ad¬ 
vising the Greek Government side in 
the vicious chil war with foe Greek 
communist forces of Elas. Subsequent¬ 
ly, Strangeways spoke little of this brief 
but dearly poignant interlude, beyond 
maintaining a steadfast affection for 
foe Greek people and a horror of dvil 
war. 

In 1952. Strangeways was appointed 
to command 1st Battalion The East 
Yorkshire Regiment The battalion was 
due for a three-year operational tour in 
Malaya, during the communist insur¬ 
gency. While his experience made 
Strangeways appear ideally suited to 
command in such a context his some¬ 
times over-exacting manner caused 
him to be regarded as “difficult'' by foe 
staff. His battalion earned admiration 
for dogged determination, however, 
and he was mentioned in dispatches. 

Promotion to substantive colonel fol¬ 
lowed. but when he was asked to com¬ 
mand the task force responsible for 
atomic tests on Christmas Island in 
1957. Strangeways sought permission 
to retire from the Army to take Holy Or¬ 
ders. Always a staunch Christian, he 
had provided consistent encourage¬ 
ment and opportunity for his officers 
and men to follow his example. After a 
year’s study at Wdls Theological Col¬ 
lege, he was appointed curate of Lee- 
on-Solent in 1958. 

He was vicar of Symondsbury, Dor¬ 
set, from I960 to 1963. and then for 
eight years vicar of Bradford-on-Avon 
in Wiltshire. He then moved to Stock¬ 
holm as chaplain to the British Em¬ 
bassy, before being appointed chancel¬ 
lor arid senior canon of St foul's Angli¬ 
can Cathedral in Malta. On retiring 
from Malta in 1981. he was appointed a 
canon emeritus of the cathedral and 
continued to officiate in the Norwich 
and the St Edmunds bury and Ipswich 
dioceses, making his home in Suffolk. 

In 1939 he married Eleanor Crog- 
gan. It was a particularly dose and , 
happy marriage. She survives him, to¬ 
gether with two sans and a daughter. 


j Raymond Lucas. Fellow in 
German. Brascnose College. 
■ Oxford 196597, died of 
cancer on July 12 
I aged 68. He was born on 
j March 10.1930. 

s IN AN academic climate in 
J which foe prevailing ethos is 
j increasingly determined by ex- 
! teroal pressures to conform, 
whether in teaching or re¬ 
search. Raymond Lucas stood 
out like a beacon. He demon- 
straied thai it is still possible to 
carry out professional duties ef¬ 
fectively without sacrificing 
] the lightness of touch which 
j was foe hallmark of his 
j personality and which so 
charmed his pupils and his 
friends. 

After attending the City of 
tendon SchooL Raymond Lu¬ 
cas went up to Queen's Col¬ 
lege, Oxford, taking a first in 
| modern languages in 1952. Af- 
i ter a couple of years studying 
in Heidelberg and Munich, he 
was appointed to a lectureship 
at foe University of Notting¬ 
ham. a position he much en¬ 
joyed. He returned to Oxford 
in 1965, where he remained un¬ 
til his retirement in 1997. 

.Although, on his own admis¬ 
sion, administrative chores 
were his least favourite occupa¬ 
tion, he always pulled his 
weight, and in his later years 
never shirked taking on oner¬ 
ous chairmanships, whether 
of foe Final Honour School ex¬ 
aminers or of the sub-faculty 
of German. He would cut 
swathes through the ever- 
mounting piles of faculty busi¬ 
ness. his razor-sharp intelli¬ 
gence and mastery of detail en¬ 
suring swift dispatch, but so 
tactfully that nobody felt that 
they had been short-changed. 
As a dedicated teacher he was 
passionately interested in mat¬ 
ters concerning syllabus 
changes and. although by tem¬ 
perament he was decidedly 
conservative, always had an 
open mind towards reform. 

His teaching expertise cov¬ 
ered foe modern German peri¬ 
od from foe 18th century on¬ 
wards. and his special inter¬ 
ests were spaced out over the 
three centuries, with emphasis 
on Goethe. Schiller. Kleist, 
Grillparzer. Nietzsche, Fon- 
tane, Kafka and Thomas 
Mann. His approach was 
based on dose textual reading, 
and he expected his pupils to 
be equally well equipped for 
their tutorial discussions. This 
made him a demanding tutor, 
especially for foe idle: not sur¬ 
prisingly he secured excellent 
results from foe ablest 

His published output was 
not large: it consisted of essays 


chi Hegel's aesthetics (which 
had formed pan of his BLin 
thesis topic) and on the prose 
tales of Heinrich von Kleisi, a 
writer in whom he had a life¬ 
long interest and of whose 
wonts he had an encyclopae¬ 
dic knowledge. He enjoyed at¬ 
tending foe more select inter¬ 
national conferences, for exam¬ 
ple those held under the aus¬ 
pices of the Heinrich-von-Klei- 
st-Gesellschaft and foe Ni- 
etzsche-Gesellschafi. esperiul- 
ly when they were in congenial 
places. 

AIJ attempts by friends and 
colleagues to coax him into car¬ 



rying through a project for a 
bote on Thomas Mann’s Mag¬ 
ic Mountain. rumoured to ex¬ 
ist in draft form, met with re¬ 
sistance and an airy* wave of 
the hand. He knew Mann’s 
text inside out and could quote 
large portions verbatim; he 
was a discerning reader of the 
secondary literature and had 
full recall of foe most obscure 
arguments. His views had 
over time crystallised to his 
own satisfaction. He saw no 
particular reason why he 
should then have the labour of 
conveying them to foe printed 
page. 

Although he was unmar¬ 
ried, foe bachelor-fellow im¬ 
age was not one that Lucas 
wished to cultivate, even if it 
had taken root in foe minds of 
some casual observers. He 
had other dimensions than Ox¬ 
ford. chiefly his London and 
Gloucestershire homes; be¬ 
tween these three locations he 
managed—amazingly—to di¬ 
vide his time, despite being un¬ 
able (or unwilling] to drive. 

True, he much enjoyed occu¬ 
pying and furnishing his pala¬ 
tial set of rooms in Brasenose 
(his taste in oriental rugs was 
impeccable and legendary). 
Among other advantages, the 
bookshelves were capacious 
enough to accommodate the 
complete set of Gotha (foe Ger¬ 
man equivalent of Debnett, 


but occupying rather more 
volumes), by means of which 
he could pursue his hobby of 
following the fortunes, past 
and present, of foe upper eche¬ 
lons of the European aristoc¬ 
racy. These studies were sup¬ 
plemented and updated by 
regular scrutiny of foe Ger¬ 
man tabloid newspapers. No¬ 
tices of births, deaths and 
weddings were eagerly fol¬ 
lowed — in foe latter case 
even to foe point where he 
might attend the festivities in 
person as an observer. It is 
sad to note that he failed by 
foe narrowest of margins to 
take in the recent Romanov fu¬ 
neral. 

College life gave him great 
satisfaction^ and most espe¬ 
cially foe vice-prinripalship 
of Brasenose which he held 
from 1993 to 1996; at high 
table and in Common Room 
he was much in his element 
and could deploy his consider¬ 
able gifts as host and conver¬ 
sationalist. His skill and 
knowledge as a gardener and 
horticulturist were harnessed 
by his college which created 
for him the office of curator 
hortorum, which he carried 
out with enthusiasm and 
flair. His Gloucestershire 
home and beautiful walled 
garden were foe scene of less 
formal entertainment for his 
wide drcle of friends. 

As is the case with many 
German scholars, music was 
an essential part of his life; he 
■was an accomplished pianist 
with a large I9tlvcentury Ro¬ 
mantic repertoire, and a regu¬ 
lar concert and operagoer. In 
his postgraduate days, when 
such things were still poss¬ 
ible. he had immersed him¬ 
self in the celebrated Bay¬ 
reuth productions of Wieland 
Wagner and could recount 
his impressions in vivid detail 
at a remove of 40 years. He 
was also a traveller in foe 
grand style. Italy being his fa¬ 
vourite destination. 

His was a richly textured 
life. He found pleasure in 
much and shared it generous¬ 
ly with friends, pupils and col¬ 
leagues. His friendships were 
of lasting duration and. again 
belying the ivory-tower im¬ 
age. his sensitive concern and 
tact could always be relied 
upon at times of difficulty. He 
bore his final illness with 
great fortitude, refusing to al¬ 
low it to interfere with his nor¬ 
mal pursuits in Oxford and 
elsewhere. He was a complex, 
mercurial and very private 
man. the many facets of his 
personality being held togeth¬ 
er by his all-suffusing, gentle 
irony. 


PROFESSOR RICHARD HISCOCKS 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL FLIGHTS 
.. ■ a a ~ DIRECTORY 


0181 s 

ABTAE143X 



HEALTH & FITNESS 


The secret of healthy sleep 


rests with Adjustamatic 

A ffjwsafcfiM^Aithritk^RhewnaJicpam 

-■i fcL. • Snff Beck ■ StieSfienaoo ■ Pbor drcnfeDOa 

.jtiaiittlmM-Swoflenfcg 
■. •Watermnaionor 
Rgpmflxy gnfrtas - 
An AdngmmaDcbed can 
— x — rf, of 

GULMHrratrnuRXa* few. 

BOOKLET AMD COLOUR BH0CHWg\ 


7 DA Y-Z4HR F&JUrPHQNL ^ ^ 

0800 805000 

ASK FOR EXTENSION i-y 



COSTUims oafUtfKafc Rotate ZUMCS Rt« «* Ij*o» 88 017. IS 
VSA * no« ai Mtn i- 6107 tnc mn chM dtec 0171 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


A LEGACY MEANS V A 
LOT T0 THE LIMBLESS j| 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 


75 is no 
age to be 
leaving 
home. 


RukbiMpxMcHy people 
preserve their prcbcus 
^dependence by pnowtafrlg 
'diem Hath extra stcoms 
so they can afford to stay 
in theirowo homes. 
And 900 volunteer* offer 
them jamodWig wen 
more valuator dun money 

.frienebtap. 

For further WormWon: 
FREEPOS1. (.Aronmcre 
Road. Unfed W14 SBR 

or telephone: 

0345585680 

Rukba 

bq. WipadtM . 

M.Omi* ' • T-7S" 



trim osMmftet«the feefeptg wno 


All He Wants Is 

A CHANCE 

All He Needs is 

A CARER 

This is Banze’s 
school. He has a 
i rock for a seat and 
not much else,You 
can give children 
like him an education 
by becoming a child 
carer. 


Please phone Jean *t die ICR Carert Programme on 

01892 519619 

Just one call is all it takes! 

ICR. 27 Church Road.lunbridfeWfclh, Kent TNI IHT 
FLegtaared Charity No. 29B3 Ifi Ptase quote 231 



Richard Hiscocks. political 
scientist, died on Jnl y2 aged 91. 

He was born on June L1907. 

DICK H1SCOCKSS observa¬ 
tion of European politics 
spanned nearly seventy years. 
As a student in Berlin, he wit¬ 
nessed the rise of the Third 
Reich and even briefly encoun¬ 
tered Hider at the opera. Later 
he was to live in Austria and 
write on postwar Europe from 
first-hand experience. 

His studies led nine years’ 
active work on the United 
Nations’ subcommittee for 
prevention of discrimination 
and foe protection of min¬ 
orities. a direct appointment of 
the Secretary-General. His 
book on the Security Council 
was published in 1973. 

Hiscocks was ideally suited 
to be a commentator on inter¬ 
national affaire. He had an in¬ 
timate knowledge of Europe, 
the Indian subcontinent and 
North America, and spent half 
of his academic life in Canada 
and the United States. Back in 
Britain he did much to pro¬ 
mote the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation. of which he was vice- 
president in 1977. 

Charles Richard Hiscocks 
was bom in North tendon, 
and educated at Highgate 
School and St Edmund Hall. 
Oxford, where he read history. 
He spent three years at the 
University of Berlin, taking a 
doctorate in 1936, and it was 
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these years that set the seal on 
his interest in Eastern Europe. 
He returned to this country for 
a period of teaching in the pub¬ 
lic sector and at Bradfield Col¬ 
lege and then Marlborough, 
where he was head of the mod¬ 
em side. 1939-40. 

On the outbreak of war, His¬ 
cocks joined the Royal Mar¬ 
ines and saw service in the 
evacuation of Crete in May 
1941. and in foe Far East. 
While in Ceylon, he was spot¬ 
ted by Mount batten and ear¬ 
marked for a post on his staff, 
but the appointment never 
materialised. Achieving foe 
rank of lieutenant-colonel, he 
was seoonded to foe Army in 
1945 as Military Governor of 
Dannenberg, Germany. 

After the war he joined the 


British Council, which had 
just moved its base from Ox¬ 
ford to Blenheim Palace. He re¬ 
called jpyous walks through 
the grounds in company with 
John Betjeman, reciting his po¬ 
etry. He was British Council 
representative in Austria. 
1946-49, where he was able to 
indulge his taste for music and 
fine wines, and in 1949-50 he 
held a similar post in Madras. 

He then took the chair of 
political science and interna¬ 
tional relations at foe Univer¬ 
sity of Manitoba, and for 14 
years in Winnipeg he enjoyed 
his most productive period. 
He published Democracy in 
Western Germany (1959), 7 he 
Shaping of Postwar Germany 
(with two co-aufoors, I960), 
Poland (I963J and Germany 
Revived (1966). In Canada he 
interested himself in painting, 
particularly foe modem Cana¬ 
dian School known as foe 
Group of Seven. He became a 
considerable patron of one of 
them, A. Y. Jackson, and was 
president of Winnipeg An Gal¬ 
lery. 195960. 

It was a measure of His¬ 
cocks "s standing, that he was 
appointed Professor of Interna¬ 
tional Relations at the fledge¬ 
ling Sussex University in 1964 
at the age of 57. making him 
very much an elder statesman 
among youthful colleagues. 
He was to remain there for 
eight years, while in addition 
serving as a visiting Fellow at 


Princeton, 1970-71. and a fel¬ 
low of the Adlai Stevenson In¬ 
stitute, Chicago. 1971-72. 

Dick Hiscocks was a short 
stocky man with a busy man¬ 
ner. but beneaih his brusque 
exterior there was a genuine 
regard for talent and consider¬ 
able kindness. In the autobiog¬ 
raphy of Richard Adams, The 
Day Gone By. there is a trib¬ 
ute to Hiscocks’s inspired 
teaching at Bradfield. “His¬ 
cocks was like a refiner's fire. 
He lived for the History Sixth. 
There was no subject in the 
world so rewarding and noble 
as history. But its proper study 
— and entrance to Oxford and 
Cambridge — required a 
whole, all-round man. and to 
this many-faceted matter His¬ 
cocks addressed himself with 
no less ardour." A liberal in hu¬ 
manitarian causes. Hiscocks 
was a traditionalist in man¬ 
ners and in his Anglicanism. 
He was a staunch member of 
the Prayer Book Society. 

On his retirement, he went 
to live in his beloved Norfolk, 
at the village of H unworth, 
where he built a music room 
and entertained musicians 
and painters. He was an avid 
roncengoer and a loyal sup¬ 
porter of the Royal Philhar¬ 
monic Orchestra. A keen gar¬ 
dener. he became a daunting 
figure in the Norfolk lanes, 
driving an elderly left-hand- 
drive Rover at high speed- He 
never married. 


LONDON AND THE 
COMING OF WAR 

The outbreak of war with Germany was 
received in London with impressive 
calm- Towards midnight Trafalgar 
Square. Whitehall, Parliament Street 
and Parliament Square were filled with 
a solid mass of people. The cheering and 
singing which had marked the earlier 
hours of the evening died away as the 
hour approached at which the British de¬ 
mand must be answered by Germany. 
A profound silence fell upon the crowd 
just before midnight. Then as the first 
strokes rang out from the Gock Tower, 
a vast cheer burst out and echoed and 
re- echoed for nearly 20 minutes. The 
National Anthem was then sung with 
an emotion and solemnity which mani¬ 
fested the gravity and sense of responsi¬ 
bility with which foe people regard foe 
great issues before them. 

As foe day wore on and foe news of 
the British ultimatum became known, 
the tension grew and the main thorough¬ 
fares became more and more crowded. 


ON THIS DAY 

August 5,1914 


Although news of the outbreak 
of war was received with enthusiasm, 
contrary news found expression in 
some letters to The Times and at trade 
union meetings 


and by nightfall Whitehall and Parlia¬ 
ment Street Trafalgar Square and foe 
Mall were packed with cheering mass¬ 
es. Scores of motor cars carrying men 
and women in evening dress wound 
slowly among them. Union Jack and tri¬ 
colour favours of the Royal Standard 
were to be seen everywhere. Flags were 
waved from cabs, omnibuses, and pri¬ 
vate cars. The plinth of the Nelson Col¬ 
umn, the pedestals or the statues in 
Whitehall and windows of Government 


offices served as grandstands. From 
time to time field-guns and ammunition 
wagons lumbered by. The glimpse of a 
khaki tunic was the signal for fresh out¬ 
bursts of enthusiasm. 

The exdtemenr reached its height out¬ 
side Buckingham Palace, where a vast 
crowd had gathered early in the 
evening, growing denser as time wore 
on. Numbers of motor cars were drawn 
up near foe Palace gales. For more than 
four hours foe singing and cheering of 
the crowd was maintained without a 
break. 

A 1 7 o'clock the King responded to foe 
demonstration. With the Queen and foe 
Prince of Wales and Princess Mary he 
appeared on the accustomed balcony 
and was greeted with tumultuous cheer¬ 
ing. the singing of foe National Anthem, 
and “He’s ajolly good fellow.* - The scene 
was repeated at half-past nine, when the 
Rqyal Family again came forward. But 
still the crowd showed no inclination to 
disperse - indeed, its fervour grew, and 
shortly after 11 o’clock foe King and 
Queen and foe Prince of Wales ap¬ 
peared on foe balcony for the third time. 
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NEWS 


Saddam wants missile showdown 


■ A new confrontation between Iraq and the West appeared 
inevitable when Richard Butler, the United Nations chief 
weapons inspector, cut short a mission to Baghdad after talks 
on Iraqi disarmament collapsed in acrimony. 

He will report to the UN Security Council tomorrow which 
must then decide how to respond to President Saddam 
Hussein’s latest challenge to the UN_— Page 1 


Top companies angered by programme 

■ Nine large companies, including Ford. Airtours and Dixons, 
are demanding a meeting with Sir Christopher Bland, the 
Chairman of the BBCs Board of Governors, to discuss their 
grievances over Watchdog, the corporation’s flagship con¬ 
sumer affairs programme. They are complaining about 
misleading investigations-Page 1 


Royal birthday 

Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother celebrated her birthday 
in front of a crowd which grows 
larger as the anniversary grows 
more remarkable-Pages 1.8 

Factory rescue bid 

Intel, the giant US computer chip 
company, is in talks to save 
Hyundai’s abandoned £2 billion 
semiconductor factory which bor¬ 
ders Gordon Brawn's Dunferm¬ 
line constituency-Page 1 


Harvest ‘warriors’ 

Twelve people were being held by 
police in Devon after a group of 
“eco-warriors” attacked an ex¬ 
perimental genetically-engi¬ 
neered maize crop-- Page 6 


The real Jennings 

Diarmaid Jennings, now 87. who 
left Britain nearly 60 years ago. 
was revealed as the real-life hero 
of the Jennings stories, decades 
after the schoolboy character was 
created-Page 7 


Dounreay bomb row 

Margaret Beckett, in her final 
days as President of die Board of 
Trade, has admitted that nudear 
material produced at the Doun¬ 
reay research facility has been 
used to make bombs-Page 2 

Sex assault jailing 

A businessman Known for his 
charitable fundraising was put 
on the national register of sex 
offenders and jailed for two 
months for indecently assaulting 
a 16-year-old waitress during a 
New Year’s Eve party-Page 3 

Road congestion 

Radical plans to ease congestion 
on the roads, including an exten¬ 
sion of variable speed limits and 
high-tech traffic monitors, were 
announced-Page 4 


Balloon challenge 

Steve Fossett the American mil¬ 
lionaire. is preparing to launch a 
fourth round-the-world balloon 
attempt from an Argentinian 
football stadium-Page 10 


African disaster 

Dreams of an “African renais¬ 
sance” led by a new breed of 
leader have been shattered by an 
armed uprising against President 
Kabila of the Democratic Repub¬ 
lic of Congo.—_Page 11 


Ecstasy death 

A teenage fitness instructor died 
in hospital three days after taking 
Ecstasy at a friend's birthday 
celebration-...—Page 5 


Nuclear tension 

Five days of shelling between 
Indian and Pakistani forces in 
Kashmir, killing dozens of civil¬ 
ians, have plunged relations be¬ 
tween the two nudear powers to 
their lowest ebb_Page 12 

Service compris? 

Business may be turning sour for 
French cuisine, since backers are 
finding it increasingly hard to 
stomach the cost of bank-rolling 
three-star restaurants—Page 13 


The boring truth about Planet Earth 


■ There is nothing special about our comer of the universe, 
astronomers have discovered. This deflating conclusion, based 
on images taken by the Hubble space telescope, destroys any 
belief that humans have a special place in the cosmos. A team 
led by Dr Simon Goodwin of the University of Sussex says that 
where we live is normal, mediocre, dull, dull, dull-Page 1 



A plane drops water on the forest fires raging northeast of Athens before gale-force winds grounded firefighting aircraft 


Banking: Nalwest shares jumped 
more than 10 per cent after the 
bank confounded its critics by un¬ 
veiling a 49 per cent rise in first- 
half profits—._Page 21 


Liberty: Denis Cassidy, the former 
Boddingtons and British Home 
Stores chief, has won his daim 
against Liberty, the department 
store group that refused to pay him 
off after ousting him as chairman 
last December-Page 21 


Microchips: Intel, the microchip 
giant, may rescue foe plant in Fife 
left deserted by Hyundai, the South 
Korean group-Page 21 


Markets: The FTSE 100 fell 73.6 
points to 5736.1. Sterling rose from 
103.9 to 1043: rising from $1.6249 to 
$1.6331 and from DM23993 to 
DM2.9123_Page 24 
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Football: The England coach 
Glenn Hoddle has omitted Paul 
Gascoigne from his squad of 29 
players who will meet next week 
to begin England’s prepara¬ 
tions for the 2000 European 
championships-Page 40 

Cricket Extra police will be on 
duty in Leeds to guard against 
crowd trouble when the fifth and 
deriding Test match against South 
Africa starts at Headingley 
tomorrow-Page 40 


Sailing: The X-One design fleet pro¬ 
duced a spectacular display during 
the best conditions of the Cowes 
Week regatta . Page 38 

Rugby union: The Irish Rugby 
Fbotball Union led foe opposition 
to proposals for a new European 
dub competition-Page 34 


Wardrobe (Raster From an Ox- 
bridge conference to the renovation 
of his house. Americans are putting 
us to shame by championing C3. 
Lewis in his centenary—Page 28 

Playing away: At foe Aix-en-Pro 
vence festival Bartok’S opera Duke 
Bluebeard's Castle gets, a mixed 
reception, but in Finland the Royal 
Opera wins an ovation_Page 28 

Fringe spirit As thousands of per¬ 
formers arrive in Edinburgh, Nigel 
Cliff argues that the amaxeurspirii 
is essentia] to the Fringe festival's 
success _Page 28 


Simply dashing For his new show 
at the Coliseum foe ever-dynamic 
dancer and choreographer Wayne 
Sleep has concocted a programme 
that is camp and rfagrirai, saucy 
and sentimental-—Page29 



TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


■ FILMS 
Can Bruce Willis 
save the planet in 
Armageddon ? 

Geoff Brown reports 


■ BOOKS, 
Prophet or profiteer? 
Anthony Store looks 
at the life and legacy 
of Kahlil Gibran 


Private pMre Once a model now a 
writer and chatelaine of a country 
home, Barbara Neil seems to have 
It alL But what of her private 
demons?.-—----Page 14 


Young victims: Girls are being 
drawn into prostitution while they 
are at home—-Page 15 


Smoke signet “A packet of ciga¬ 
rettes m ntains far fewer calories 
than a packet of crisps. Cigarettes 
have become some sort of substi¬ 
tute,"' says a teenager—Page 15 


Buzzing biddings: Regeneration is 
foe buzzword among planners and 
community groups as derelict ar¬ 
eas get a makeover._:_ Page 31 

Ylm eihar e warning: A new EU di- 
rectrve may cover timesh&re pur¬ 
chases — but it depends on the 
country ——---— Page 31 


That foe ongoing military confron¬ 
tation .between India and Pakistan 
over foe disputed Himalayan terri¬ 
tory of Kashmir will not escalate 
into a full-scale war or a nudear' 
conflict is rather obvious. Though 
both countries only recently dem¬ 
onstrated their nkfividual mffitary 
might by exploding nuclear de¬ 
vices, the use of such weapons., 
would mean the; annihilation oT 
both and possibly foe entire region 
and beyond. 

•• - — Dotty Nation, Nairobi 


Preview: Why would a woman kill 
her baby within 24 hours of giving 
birth? Deadly Secrets (BBC1, 
930pm). Review: One of the most 
sensational sexual scandals to 
come out of America-Pages 38.39 







Big gun misfires 

This Government has made a habit 
of hiring ministers without refer¬ 
ence to the voters. It is unattractive¬ 
ly arbitrary, all foe more so in a 
party pledged to oppose privilege 
and bring power closer to the 
people - .— -Page 17 


«r .. 


•'Si- 


Ten years on 

The Burmese junta is stuck. Burma 
is in such a tense, parlous stale that 
repression is no longer a realistic 
option—--Page 17 


Iranian voices 

The persecution of journalists is 
almost never an indicator of polit- 

:_I n, 1m. IticM ImCT 


kai health. But in Iran, it is at least 
arignoflife——-Page 17 
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SIMON JENKINS 

Any fool could see foe “weakness 
amid s tren g th” of the Western 
stance last February. Saddam, an 
unpleasant tyrant, has been 
allowed to thumb his nose at the 
most devastating armies on Earth. 
Mfo no will to win the weaponry is 

so many popguns - Page M 

BRONWEN MADDOX 
The past few weeks have made Mr 
Clinton’s denials even less 
plausible. Ms Lewinsky's insis¬ 
tence on securing immunity from 
prosecution before she would tes¬ 
tify has helped to undermine 
them.-:-:-Page 16 




Rachel Campbell-Jolinston 

The NHS cannot afford to fritter 
away its precious resources on the 
fashion of Viagra-—— Page 16 


€ 




Canon DavtdStrangeways, soldi* 
and clergyman; Raymond Lucas, 
Oxford German scholar Professor 
Richard Hlacoeks, political 
scientist-^-—.._ —Page 19 


MI5 and freedom of expression; 
destruction of MB fries; moral in¬ 
fluence or Lambeth Conference; 
Frank Field' resignation; Hitler as¬ 
sassination plot; appraisal of Hen¬ 
ry Moore; independent schools’ 
inspections; airline staff; servants’ 
references—— -; Page 17 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,862 



ACROSS 

1 Disputatious European introduc¬ 
ing false daim (9). 

6 Actor’S last words may be beard 
m this line (5). 

9 Gallery about to be-put back in 
museum (7). 

10 Disreputable lady to sing musical 

work pi¬ 
ll Character of Athens that some¬ 
how encapsulates the ultimate in 
Greece (5f. 

12 Hay spread round wfld garden 
shrub{9). 

14 Share in decision to dedare (3). 

7 15 One in business employed to look 
after the brandies (4.7). 

17 People considered old-fashioned 
endorse book (4,7). 

19 Commerdat latching on to female 
craze (3). 

a 20 Working partnerships so right to 
intervene in wrong action (9). 

22 Stow movement made by old shq> 
on lake (5)._ 


Solution to Puzzle No 20861 
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D 0 m O B □ 
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0 n m son 
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24 Wicked African warriors ring us 
<7>- 

26 Vessel that might be termed a 
“cutter'? (7). . 

27 Female character in Lewis 
Carroll’s initial recital? (5). 

28 Compel prisoners to do exercises 
W- 

DOWN 

1 Person of critical importance to 
bigwig given a raise (5). 

2 Nearly caught out in criminal act 

OY 

3 Cocktail that a drunken novelist 
swallows (9). 

4 A biker's top gear (5,6). 

5 Obstruction is deadly — not half 

P). 

6 If music be the food for 
example; how much should one 

g*?(S). 

7 Record-breaking European 
money prize finally given for 
poem (7). 

8 Clarified point Times editor had 
about potent (9). 

13 Recklessness — is ridiculous 
speed helping? (il). 

14 Makea contribution as one of foe 
lesser penpushers? (9). 

16 One getting right in repose, able 
to bounce back? (9). 

18 Preserve work this star produced 

19 School das very large on a 
Pacific island once (7). 

21 Oxygen region where this layer 

23 Showing temper, head is lost time 
and again (5). 

25 Dry for a brief moment (3k 
Times Two Crossword, page 40 
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JttHJRS Of DttBCNESSL 


Son fees Sun sots: 
5 30 am 842pm 


□ Mocnses upon rlsas 
2.«3am 6.43 pm 

AS moon August 8 
London 8 42 pm ro 5.32 am 
Bristol 852 Dm id 5.41 am 
Edinburgh 9 12pm to 5 26 an 
M an ch MM r 8 58 pm to 5 3? am 
Penzance 8 59 pm to 5 50 am 




□ General: most of England. 9Xl Wales, 
dry with warn sunshine after aarty mist and 
fog patches dear the odd Sght shower in 
Ntngland and Nlretand but plenty of 
sunshine. Scotland wifl have sunny spefc 
and showers, the showers mainly m north 
and west, with longer spefl of rain later. 

Tonight. rain in N Ireland and Scotland. 
NW England and N Wales cloudy but mostly 
dry. Elsewhere, dry with dear spetts and a 
lew local rrist patches towards dawn. 

□ London, SE. Cant S En g la nd, E 
Angfia, Midlands: plenty of surohine. Light 
W to NW wind. Max 26C (79F). 

□ E, Cant N, NE England: warm suv- 
shine. Light to mod W wind. Max Z3C (73F). 

□ Channel tales, SW Eng lan d: warm 
sunshine. Lirffl NW wind. Max 23C (73F). 

□ Wale*, MW England, Lakes, loM: long 
sunny speBs. Uspt lo mod W to SW wind. 
Max 21C (70R. 

□ Borders, Edtoburgh S Dundee, Aber¬ 


deen: sunny spats. Mod to fresh W to SW 
.Max 21C 


wind. Max 21C f70F). 
□ SW Scotland, ~ 
showers. Mod to fresh 


NWScotland: 

showers. Mod 
fW)- 


, show- 


□ Cent Highlands, 
sunny speSs. frequent 
to fresh SW wind. Max 1 

□ 

and showers, 
rig moderate. Max20C 

□ Orkney, 

are. Mod W to SW wind. Max V 

□ N 

moderate southwest wind. Mac 20C 

□ Republic of Inland: mainly fine 
survty speBs; dotxfer in west and north 
later. Mod SW wind. Max 21C (TOP) 

□ Outlook : warm, sunny speBs in most at 
England and in Wales. N England and N Ire¬ 
land may see Bght rain but wf become warm¬ 
er wtift sunshine. Scotland windy, with can 
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Cats & Dogs 





For anything from pat 
Shops to dog ketnwis, 
don't ask around - 
asfc Scoot. Cadi frae, 
24 hours a day. 
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Rivals eye M&S 
move into 
mail order 
PAGE 25 



ARTS 

Why small is 
still beautiful 
on the Fringe 
PAGE 28-30 
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Gascoigne 
overlooked 
again by Hoddle 
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NatWest 
profits 
leap 49% 
to defy 
critics 


By Richard Miles 

BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

NATWEST shares 
jumped more than 10 per 
cent after the hank con¬ 
founded its critics by un¬ 
veiling a 49 per cent rise in 

first-half figures. Pretax 
profits of £967 mSUion far 
outstripped City forecasts 
of about £830 m3fion. as 
NatWest exerted firm con¬ 
trol on costs and reduced 
provisions for bad and 
doubtful debts. 

Derek Wantess, group 
chief executive, said the 
results marked the first 
step in the bank’s recovery 
after a problem-ridden 
1997. ‘This is die start 
There is a lot more weean 
and will achieve,” be said. 

The hank comfortably 
beat its own target of a 175 
per cent return cm equity, 
and die profit figures also 
included a £65 ixriUion 
provision for personal 
pensions mis-sdfiim. 

UK banking profits rose 
16 per cent to £555 million, 
primarily because provi¬ 
sions for bad and doubtful 
debts more than halved to 
£46 miffion. A 45 per cent 
increase in operating in¬ 
come was more than offset 
by an 8 per eent rise tn 
operating expenses. 

Wealth Management re- 
ported a 79 per cent rise in 
profits to £210 Tmflion. 
largely reflecting the inclu¬ 
sion of £30 million from 
realisations in Natwest 
Equity Partners, the ven¬ 
ture capital arm. Green¬ 
wich Natwest, the invest¬ 
ment banking arm, racked 
up a deficit of £46 unlfion 
after a £56 million loss on 
the sale of die equities 
business and a £45 million 
adjustment for finance 
leases. 

Brokers upgraded their 
year-end profit forecasts 
for NafWest by about £300 
million to £2 bflKoa. The 
bank is paying an interim 
dividend of llJJp, up U per 
cent, on October 8. Earn-. 
ings per share leapt 46 per 
cent to 39.?p. 


Commentary, pages 
Tempos, page 24 



Hyundai announced last February that ft was abandoning work at its semiconductor plant in Dunfermline, Fife because of market pressures 

Intel in talks on £700m 


rescue 



By Fraser Nelson 

INTEL, the world's largest 
microchip producer, is in 
talks to rescue Hyundai’s 
deserted semiconductor 
plant’in Hfe through a £700 
m3K<m joml venture which 
could restore the 2J300 jobs 
-originally promised to the 
area. 

The US and-South Korean 
companies are considering die 
production of memory chips 
16 times as powerful as those 
made by Siemens at its North 
Tyneside site which was 
dosed last week with die loss 
ofUOQjobs. ; 

ff they agree terms, produc¬ 
tion would start at the end of 
next year — taking full advan¬ 
tage of the roads, factories and 
production facilities which 
Hyundai has abandoned since 
its native Korean economy 
collapsed last year, 

Christine May. Labour 
leader of Fife Council, told The 
Times: “Intel and Hyundai 
will not disclose anything to 
.anybody because these sort of 
talks take place in the utmost 
secrecy. 

. “However, their representa¬ 
tives have confirmed to us that 


Intel has been having discus¬ 
sions with Hyuirfai. They are 
talking about skipping a gen¬ 
eration of microchips and 
going straight an to 256 
megabytes. Production may 
not start untfi 1999 or 2000. 
but it is an advance on what 
we have now.” 

Sources in South Korea 
have also confirmed that the 
talks have been taking {dace. 
Hyundai confirmed as much 
to the Korea Economic Daily, 
but stressed that a final dea- 
sian could be some way off. 


By moving straight to the 
most complex and expensive 
end of the market. Intd hopes 
to bypass the current prob¬ 
lems which have forced the 
price of 16mb memory chips 
from £36 to 97p over the last 
three years. 

Siemens was producing 
these 16mb chips, and said 
that converting to the higher 
end of the market would have 
proved too expensive.lt said 
yesterday. “The problem for 
us was the downturn in prices 
for 16mb chips. We would 

CAMERA PRESS 



Some 2,000jobs could be created if the plan succeeds 


have moved to 32mb, but that 
requires much more 
investment" 

Located in Scotland, the 
inward investment agemy 
which has played a large part 
in furing-Hyundai to Hfe two 
years ago. said it would-lend, 
its full support if the joint 
venture went ahead. 

Neil Martin, its head of 
semiconductors, said: “We 
have a staie-of-ihe-art site, and 
a fully trained workforce 
ready to start any moment 
They are sitting with their 
knives and forks at the table, 
ready for their dinner.” 

The Hyundai site is one of 
the few available with the 
capacity to produce 256mb 
chips. It can easily store extra 
produres needed to cope with 
L2m silicon wafers rather than 
the current ffin. 

Mr Martin said: “This type 
of technology is very expen¬ 
sive, and a joint venture is the 
only way to do it It is perfectly 
understandable that Hyundai 
should be seeking a partner.” 

Intel specialises in proces¬ 
sors, and its Pentium chip is 
inside most home computers. 
At (he moment Intel has a 
plant producing Pentium 


chips in the Republic of Ire¬ 
land and it is likely that the 
Fife plant could become its 
main priority if the negotia¬ 
tions succeed. 

The Hyundai site was al¬ 
ways intended to produce 
. advancing generations of 
microchips Althou gh its origi¬ 
nal £2 billion proposal in¬ 
volved making 32mb and 
64mb memory chips. 77ie 
Times disclosed last year (hat 
the site being prepared could 
fit two more factories which 
would make 128mb and 
256mb chips. 

It has been seeking a part¬ 
ner for months, and Mrs May 
said that it has had discus¬ 
sions with other microchip 
companies about a rescue. 


Rank set 
for fresh 
focus by 
selling 
assets 

By Dominic Walsh 


ANDREW TEARE, the belea¬ 
guered Rank chief executive, is 
expected to offload a string of 
assets over the next two years 
as the leisure group focuses on 
brands such as Hard Rock 
Cafe and Odom Cinemas. 

The businesses earmarked 
for disposal are believed to 
include its amusement ma¬ 
chines arm, at least half its 53 
nightclubs, its 50 per cent 
stake in Universal Studios 
Florida and the Oasis holiday 
village in the Lake District 

Mr Teare declined to be 
drawn on what might be sold 
but conceded a flotation of Un¬ 
iversal. a joint venture with 
Seagram, was possible. 

Rank yesterday unveiled a 
decline in first-half profits 
before tax and exceptional 
from £87 million to £84 million 
as a result of a share buyback. 
At the operating level, profits 
were up 12-2 per cent to £10! 
million and earnings per 
share before exceptional rose 
12 per cent to 7.4p. 

The shares shed 19pm309p 
as some analysts downgraded 
their full-year profit forecasts. 
Mr Teare said Rank was well 
positioned for die second half. 

He hit back at continuing 
calls for him to stand down, 
saying "My job is to take that 
external pressure on the chin 
and keep management focused 
on the business. 1 have been 
running companies for 15 years 
and when you set out to do a 
job you stick at it and that is 
what 1 am determined to do." 

Rank is delaying payment 
of its interim dividend until 
April 6 for tax reasons, but is 
raising it to 5.75p (525p) to 
compensate for the delay. 
There is a scrip alternative. 


Commentary, page 23 
Tempos, page 24 
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Wall Street hit 
by Asian woes 

ASIA'S financial woes and 
worry over profits of 
American companies 
struck the US stock market 
yesterday, at one stage 
forcing the key Dow Jones 
index down to its lowest 
since March 5. 

The Dow plunged 225 to 
8362 in afternoon trading in 
New York before 
rebounding. The US market 
has fallen from a record 
finish of 9334 since July 17. 
Market report page 24 


wins pay-off 
claim against Liberty 



By Sarah Cunningham 


this week to deckle whether to 
appeal. It declined to comment 
yesteitlay- 

Cassidy & Partners is suing 
for £135,125in lieu of 12 months’ 
notice' and is seeking other 


f /• 


j?\ 
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DENIS CASSIDY, the former 
B odding tons and - British 
Home Stores chief, has woo 
his daim against Liberty, the 
department store group that 
refused to pay him off after 

ousting him as chairman-last r _,- 

December. - = 10 £247,500. Legal costs,whjd) 

Mr Cassidy, who was re- could be. as high as £50,000, 
centiv appointed chairman of come on top of this, and Mr 
Newcastle United, has been Cassidy may also seek foe 
awarded summary judgment paymentofbanpsesthatwcjiW 
bv the High Court which also have been paid this year had he 
ordered Liberty to pay .the remained at the company. 


tf** 


> 


legal costs of Mr Cassidy’s 
firm, Cassidy & Partners, 
which is bringing foe daim. 
Liberty has. until the end of 


If the two sides do not agree 
foe amount of compensation, a 
further hearing will be held to 


Mr Cassidy was forced out 
afts* falling out with share¬ 
holders over his plans for 
rebuilding liberty's Regent 
Street store. The alliance that 
ousted him included foe Stew- 
art-Liberty family, Brian 
Myerson, the South African 
investor, and foe Merchant 
Navy Officers’ Pension Fund. 

Philip Bowman, Liberty’s 
new chairman, last month 
criticised Mr Cassidy's plans 
to spend E43 million on the 
Regent Street expansion, say¬ 
ing that to have proceeded 
with it “would have been 
imprudent in foe extreme”. 


M&S expands 
home shopping 

By- Sarah Cunningham 


MARKS & SPENCER is 
about to make further inroads 
into the home shopping busi¬ 
ness with foe launch next 
week of a trial of a new. 
enlarged clothing catalogue. 

The company, Britain's 
largest retailer, said its first 
128-page clothing catalogue 
salt out in the spring had beer 
well received and will be 
followed up next Monday with 
168pages containing key items 
from its autumn collections. 

Marks & Spencer controls 
about 16 per cent of the UK 
clothing market and is in the 
midst of a major expansion on 


the high street as it opens in 
stores that it bought last year 
from Littletfoods. 

The initial catalogue trial 
was in Scotland and southeast 
England. More customers, 
their names taken from the 
storecard database, will re¬ 
ceive the autumn catalogue, 
although the company is keep¬ 
ing quiet about the geographi¬ 
cal areas it is targeting for 
commercial reasons. 

Marks & Silencer is expect¬ 
ed to launch its clothing cat¬ 
alogue nationwide next year. 

M&S challenge, page 25 


Diageo sets up Gleneagles auction 






By Dominic Walsh 

DIAGEO tas placed a for sale sign 
over Gteneagles. the famous Scottish 
hotel and golf resort, after receiving a 
number of unsolicited approaches 
from potential buyers. _ 

last year's merger opGtdnness and 
Grand Metropolitan, has appointed 
Lazaid Brothers, its financial adviser; 
to handle.foe process and is under¬ 
stood to have pntaprice tag of at least 
£100 nriffitm on the property. 

Lazard$ is believed to have sent a 
memorandum of information to about 
a dozen interested parties. They are 


thought to include a number of US 
investors, including Blackstone Group, 
which recently paid £520 million for the 
Savoy Group, and Starwood Hotels & 
Resorts, the real estate Investment trost 
Starwood recently paid £32 million for 
the Tumbeny Hotel and golf courses 
in Ayrshire. 

Industry sources believe that Bass, 
which recently paid £1.77 billion for 
Intercontinental Hotels, is also con¬ 
sidering an offer.. However, Sir Rocco 
Forte, one of the original sailors, is now 
believed to have ruled out a bid. 

. Several of the approaches have come 
since The Times revealed in May that 
Diageo had received ai least one 


unsolicited offer in the region of £100 
million. However, Peter Lederer. man¬ 
aging director of Gleneagles. said a 
sale was not a foregone conclusion. 
“We’ve had a tremendous amount of 
interest in foe past three months, bat 
time’s a world of difference between 
people saying they're interested and 
actually doing something about ft- 
“Rather than allowing this specula¬ 
tion to continue we’ve decided to test the 
market in a responsible and organised 
fashion. We should know in the next six 
weeks where we go from here-" 
Guinness acquired the 234-room 
property in 10S5 as part of the Bell’s 
whisky takeover. 


£905,014 






£300,000 


1989 


1998 


Mercury’s Private Clients 
have much to celebrate 


Private Clients who have invested in 
The Mercury Balanced Portfolio have 
enjoyed a sparkling performance. 
More specifically, a £300,000 
investment made at launch on 1st 
February 1989 would today be 
worth £905,014; and the same 
investment over the past five yeas 
would now be worth £533,565.’ 


If you would Eke to benefit from tax- 
efficient growth along with Mercury's 
thorough and disciplined investment 
approach, call Stephen Rothwefi 
at Mercury Private Investors and 
Charities Division on 01712802485. 


MERC U RY 

\ S S !- Y \1 A \ : i i- \] i \ i 


‘Bases on Buying to seing prices with net income reinvested lo 1.7-98. The figures include a 3% reduction in 
ihe Fund's initial charge, available to Mercur/s direct Private Chants over the period. > The value of investments 
and the income tram mem may go down as wa as up and are not guaranteed. ■ Past performance is not 
necessity a giide to future performance. ■ Changes in the rales ot exchange can cause the value dJ an 
investment to fluctuate. ■ References to tax are based on our understanding ot current law and Inland Revenue 
treatment, wtttch may change. ■ The Mercury Balanced PorttoSo is a uni trust managed by Mercury Fund 
Managers Ud (regulated by IMRO and the Personal investment Authority) the unit trust management arm of 
Mercury Asset Management Lid. ■ Mercury Asset Management Private investors is pvt of Mercury Asset 
Msnagemera Ltd pegoWed by tMRO). Issued by Mercury ^vestment Services Ltd (regulated by the Personal 
*ivesamamAmw*Y]33K)r^WB0m ■FwyouproiociiCAtateebcne^a^ 
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National 

Savings 

criticised 

By Jason Nissfc 

NATIONAL SAVINGS, the 
Government body, has spent 
more than £500.000 investigat¬ 
ing accounting errors that 
amount to just £800.000. it 
emerged yesterday. 

In a second report into Na¬ 
tional Savings's accounting 
problems, which surfaced two 
year ago. the National Audit 
Office (NAO) questioned 
whether it was worth canying 
on the investigation. 

But National Savings said 
there were still some issues 
outstanding and would con¬ 
tinue. The bill so far runs to 
£507,000. most going to 
KPMG. the accountants. 

In its audit of National Sav¬ 
ings accounts for 1993 and 
1994. the NAO found large dis¬ 
crepancies. One had an over¬ 
draft of £28 million when it 
should have had a surplus of 
£36 million. 

National Savings has recon¬ 
ciled most of the problems 
and said that the net error in 
its accounting amounted to 
only £800.000. 

The organisation is looking 
at two proposals to outsource 
its tack-office functions. 
There should be a decision in 
October. 


BP chief predicts slow 
progress for oil price 


By Robert Cole 


SIR JOHN BROWNE, chief 
executive of British Petroleum, 
yesterday held out only scant 
hope that there would be a sus¬ 
tained rise in the price of oil in 
the foreseeable future. 

The price of a barrel of 
Brent crude currently lan¬ 
guishes below $13. A year ago 
the same amount fetched 
more than $(8. 

Sir John said: "Oil stocks re¬ 
main very high and will take 
time to deplete at current con¬ 
sumption levels." 

A combination of slackened 
demand in the Far East a re¬ 
sult of the economic crisis, and 
unseasonably warm weather 
in many parts of the developed 
world, which reduces con¬ 
sumption of heating fuel, has 
affected the oil price. 

However. Sir John added 
that a third depressing factor 
on the oil price, an increase in 
production from Opec coun¬ 
tries late last year, was being 
negated. "The recent an¬ 
nounced cuts in Opec produc¬ 
tion. if sustained, are likely to 
lead to some price recovery as 
the year progresses." he said. 

The sliarply lower price of 


oil knocked BFs second-quar¬ 
ter profits, but the decline did 
not stop the company from 
raising its dividend. 

In the three months to June 
30 replacement cost profits be¬ 
fore exceptional items dropped 
27 per cent to £542 million 
from £740 million. Profits, cit¬ 
ed on the same basis, were 
also £40 million below the lev¬ 
el achieved in the first quarter. 

Taken together, first-half 
profits this time were El.l bil¬ 
lion against £1.5 billion in 
1997. The second-quarter divi¬ 
dend was raised from 5J5p to 
6p. In the first quarter of this 
year BP paid 5.75p. making-a 
total first-half payment of 
11.75p, against 10.75p in the 
first six months of 1997. 

Sir John said: “The adverse 
effect of the environment was 
partly offset by performance 
improvements in all business¬ 
es." BP said it improved under¬ 
lying profits by E90 million in 
the first half and was on track 
to add £12 billion to underly¬ 
ing annual profitability by 
2002. 



Tempus. page 24 Sir John Browne pointed to three factors depressing the oil price 


Recovery 
for big four 
pensions 

By Richard miles 

BRITAIN’S big four pension 
managers staged a recovery in 
the second quarter of 1998 after 
languishing at the bottom of the 
performance tables for more 
than a year. 

The latest figures on pooled 
mixed-pension foods from Com¬ 
bined Actuarial Performance 
Services, an independent per¬ 
formance measurement firm, 
show that all four houses ral¬ 
lied over die past three months. 
Gartmore. the fond manager 
owned by NatWest, leapt from 
last place at the end of March 
into the top quartile with the 
£913 million long-term bal¬ 
anced fund, its main offering 
for institutional pension clients. 
Phillips & Drew and Mercury 
Asset Management dawed 
their way back up the perform¬ 
ance table. Only Schroder in¬ 
vestment Management re¬ 
mained in the bottom quartile. 
despite a slight improvement in 
the past three months. 

The big four have experienced 
client defections after betow-par 
performances. NatWest re¬ 
vealed yesterday that Gartmore 
had lost £3 billion in client man¬ 
dates during the first half, al¬ 
though this was offset by Invest¬ 
ment gains. 
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3 good reasons to buy 

Our philosophy to build desktop PCs to the highest Gentian 
engineering standards has made us the third largest supplier in 
Europe, which is why we want you to share in our success with 
some of our lowest priced business PCs ever. 



celerore 


PROCESSOR 


3 worry free years 

Our German engineered build quality is quite simply second to none. 

By paying close attention to the kind of manufacturing detail that other 
PC Vendors seem to ignore, we are able to offer a full 3 year warranty 
on all our desktops (first year on-site) with total confidence. 



pentiuirrj 

3 very special offers 

Our SCENIC Edition D6c, with Intel® Celeron 1 " Processor 266MHz, 
with 16MB SDRAM, 21Gb Hard Disk, 32T 1.44Mb, 2Mb AH VT4 
Graphics, Keyboard, Mouse, 15" Monitor and MS Windows *95 
(upgradeable to Windows 1)8 for just £20 plus VAT), is available 
from our resellers for the blisteringly low price of just £585 plus VAT. 
Our SCENIC C6 and M6 PCs with ItteT 1 Pentium 9 II processor are 
also available at great prices. 

For full pricing and specification details or to take advantage of 
these incredibly low offers, please call your local PC dealer or for 
further information on participating dealers, call... 

Freephone 

0800 125555 

SemereEnteprisB&PWcnal 

Pyramid House, Sofartron Road. Fambofough, Hampshire GU147QLVAVwaw-epcj»iik 

User Centred Computing 



Salomon charges 
weaken Adidas 

ADIDAS-SALOMON showed a net loss in the first sx 
months after deducting charges arising from the acquisi¬ 
tion of Salomon. Yesterday the sports goods company said 
that in the foil year earnings per share would not increase 
and that the crisis in Asia would have a negative effect. Adi- 
das-Salomon said in Munich yesterday that it had booked a 
net loss of DM487 million (£167 million) from January to 
June, after taking into account a one-off charge of D M723 
million on Salomon. Excluding the charge, net profit had 
grown 4 per cent to DM236 million and pre-tax profit had 
risen 8 per cent to DM379 million. 

Robert Louis-Dreyfus. chairman, said; “We were disap¬ 
pointed by the first six months. But over the next 18 months, 
we will prove to shareholders and manage men t that they 
needn't regret the acquisition." Salomon, acquired in De¬ 
cember last year, generates more than half its sales from 
golf products. Sales under the Taylor Made brand fel l 25 
per cent in the first half of this year, owing to a 32 per cent 
• sales slump in Asia and a 3 per cent decline in the US. 

More Croda job cuts 

CRODA INTERNATIONAL, the chemicals manufacturer, 
gave warning yesterday that the strength of sterling had 
.. wiped £27 million from its first-half profits and would lead 
to further redundancies in the remainder of the year. The 
group, which has already shed 100 staff since the beginning 
of the year, said that profits had also been hit by the econom¬ 
ic downturn in South-East Asia. Croda shares rose from 
307p to 332p, however, because of good demand in Europe 
and America. 

Digital TV venture 

BRITISH TELECOM, BSkyB. Midland Bank and Matsu¬ 
shita yesterday completed their joint venture, British Inter¬ 
active Broadcasting, after successful negotiations with the 
European Commission. The company will subsidise the 
set-top baxes needed for Its interactive services, which will 
include home banking and shopping. The boxes will be 
used to receive the 200-charmel digital television service to 
be launched on October 1 by BSkyB. which is 40 per cent 
owned by News International, owner of The Times. 

LucasVarity warning 

LUCASVARTTY gave warning yesterday that the strike at 
General Motors, oneof its largest customers, will reduce op¬ 
erating profits by £11 million in the second quarter of the 
year, Earnings per share should be reduced by 0.5p. The 
car parts group said its braking systems arm has been af¬ 
fected by the shutdown, but favourable conditions else- 
. where in foe group meant profits and sales from continuing 
operations are likely to be ahead of the second quarter of 
1997. It reports results for the period on September 9. • 

Skillsgroup disposal 

SKILLSGROUP, the information technology company, has 
sold PSL, its Unix distribution business, to Apax Partners 
and the PSL management team for £16 million. Skillsgroup 
said the move was part of its strategy of focusing on higher 
value, skills-based activities. The goodwill write-back 
would be about E4 million- ‘It intended to use the proceeds 
from the sale for acquisitions and to invest in QA Group 
and Acuina. PSL made an operating prafit of £2 million on 
revenues of £31.5 mfltion in the year to November 1997. 

Select up to £22.6m 

SELECT APPOINTMENTS, the recruitment group, has 
continued a three-year run of 30 per cent organic growth, 
helped by ignoring Jarge-volume contracts to concentrate 
on higher-margin business. Pre-tax profit in the half year to 
June 30 rose 70 per cent, to £226 million (E133 million), 
with earnings per share up 38 per cent, at I3.1p (95p). Tony 
Martin, chairman, said: “Select will continue to concentrate 
on its primaiy objective of avoiding over-dependence on 
any one market or sector."The shares rose 17p to £1023!*. 

Seet buys Glory Years 

SEET, the dothing and footwear group, has acquired Glory 
Years and Superteague Sports for E140.000 in cash and 
shares. Seet shares supped from 29!4p to 28wp. Glory Years 
trades under the Superleague name and is based in 
Burnley. The acquired business will go into the Banner op¬ 
eration. As a result of start-up costs Glory Years, which was 
founded in 1991. has negative net assets of E70.000. The com¬ 
pany made a loss of £46,000 on sales of £684.000 in the year 
to July 31.1997. 

linden builds profits 

LINDEN, the regional housebuilder, raised pre-tax profits 
from £1.36 million to £3.86 million in the half year to June 
30 on sales up 63 per cent to £33 million. Earnings rose 
from 6-Op to L32p and the half-year dividend rises from 
225p to 25p. Linden sold 198 houses and apartments in foe 
six months and had a land bank at foe end of June of 1,684 
plots. The shares rase 2Hp to I82£p. Andrew Sells, chair¬ 
man, said: “The results continue to show significant im¬ 
provements from all our operations." 

Monsanto queried 

A BOARD director of BASF, the German chemicals group, 
has questioned the multi-billion dollar investments in seed 
companies by Monsanto, the agrochemical giant. Eggert 
Voscberau said foe jury was still out on Monsanto's spree. 
‘The question is whether you should spend billions on seed 
companies if you don't yet know whar their value fe in the 
food chain." He said Monsanto's leading product, the herbi¬ 
cide Roundup, could soon find itself facing resistance as 
plants adapt to the product. 

Delays hit Fortune 

FORTUNE OIL said that group aggregate profits for its 
first half, to June 30. will be below the company's estimates 
prior to delays in several -infrastructure projects, and that 
the rompany expects a similar situation at foe year end. The 
shares rose wp to Sp. The delayed projects will only start to 
generate profits in foe fourth quarter of 1998 at the earliest. 
Fortune said. However, the company said that profits gener- 
ated from existing activities are expected tu be broadly in 
line with its forecasts. 
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I V-^-mg a sound relationship 
wth the bank manager should 
be the importance of main tai n- 
mg a flow of information. Bad 
news loses its sting when It fells 
on ears that have been prepared 
for the worst, and, if the worst 
turns out to be not too dreadful, 
then the news may even seem 
qune cheering. The key is the 
careful management of expecta¬ 
tions. 

This is well understood in 
some corporate headquarters, 
less so in others. The reception 
granted to a batch of recent com¬ 
pany results shows fte perils of 
allowing the market to be too op¬ 
timistic. Lloyds TSB and Rank 
are deemed to have disapp oint ? 
ed: NatWest, by contrast, is the 
hero, not because of a spectacu¬ 
larly good performance, but be¬ 
cause it has produced figures 
that exceeded brokers’ estimates. 

The art of spinKtoctoring has 
had a bad press of late but the 
particular branch of the Marir art 
which apprises the Crty of what 
to expect must work within much 
tighter constraints than those im¬ 
posed on your average voice of 
Government The exponents are, 
in theory, forced into purdah for 
those periods ahead of the publi¬ 
cation of results which are 
deemed to be closed season. Yet 
still, somehow, the analysts occa¬ 
sionally divine a message in the 
ether which edges their forecasts 
one way or another. 

Inflation 
rises set to 


put rates 
under 
pressure 

By Alas dair Murray 
economics 

CORRESPONDENT 

& INFLATIONARY pressures 
are set to increase over the rest 
of the year, which may forte 
the Bank of England to raise 
rates again, a survey pub¬ 
lished yesterday shows. 

The Monetary Policy Com¬ 
mittee. which begins its month¬ 
ly meeting today, is coming un¬ 
der pressure from industry 
and the City not to increase 
rates above the existing level <rf 
75 per cent as manufacturers 
struggle under the weight of 
the strong pound. 

A separate repeat today from 
the London Business School ar¬ 
gues that the economy is head¬ 
ing for a harder landing than 
necessary for the Bank to meet 
its inflation target ■ 

However, the BDO Stoy Hay¬ 
ward business trends report 
which is compiled with tbe 
Centre for Economi cs a nd 
Business Research (CEBR), 
shows inflationary pressures 
inpeasing in the last quarter, 
with its inflation index rising 
from 89.4 in April to 91.9 in 
July. 

The report based on business 
forecasts from the period, 
finds that business optimism 
and output have Men in the 
last three months. 

Douglas McWilliams, chief 
executive of the CEBR, said 
the report suggests it is too ear¬ 
ly to start dunking about cut¬ 
ting rates. "Whether a further 
rise is justified detrends on the 
relative weight given to the 
growth and inflation results." 
The London Business School 
in its latest Economic Outlook, 
criticises the Government for 
targeting the manufacturing 
sector — where inflationary 
pressures are weakest — with 
interest rate rises and the 
strong pound. It predicts GDP 
. will fall to just13 per cent next, 
year before recovering to 22 
per cent in 1999 while inflation 
will dip below the target to 23 
per cent by the end of 1999. . 
Stephen Byers, newly ap¬ 
pointed Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury, said the report sup¬ 
ported fte action the Govern¬ 
ment had taken to slow the 
economy. 

“It is tough decisions, incfud- : 
ing £20 billion of fiscal tighten¬ 
ing, that will slow the economy 
and ensure it is put back on 
track for sustainable growth, 
as the report shows.” 

A separate report from Ox¬ 
ford Economic Forecasting 
_ also predicts the manufactur¬ 
ing sector will recover only 
next year if the Bank gives a 
clear signal that rates haw 
peaked and allows the pound 

^ tofalL 


Creating the right expectations 


Lloyds TSB had foiled to pre¬ 
pare fte City for an extra £400 
million provision against fte cost 
of rectifying its mis-selHng of per¬ 
sonal pensions. That, more than 
anything, was responsible for 
wiping £35 billion off the stock 
market value of what remains as 
strong a banking business now 
as it was last Thursday. 

NatWest. cm the other hand. 
had pointed the market towards 
an understanding that it was on 
recovery track after extricating it¬ 
self from fte expensive business 
of firing to be an investment 
bank but held bade a little good 
news to add extra cheer now. 

Fund manager Gartmore. for 
instance, which has been spoken 
of in the same breath as PDFM 
. rectify as one of the least fovour- 
ite fund m a n a g ers, has actually 
been winning rather more busi¬ 
ness than it has been losing. The 
corporate finance division, re¬ 
branded as Hawkpcant may not 
have qualified for top place m the 
M&A tables but it has been win¬ 
ning profitable business. Costs 
have came in at least £150 mil¬ 
lion below expectations. It did 
not amount to stunningly good 
news, but it was enough to pleas¬ 
antly surprise. 

Rank, however, succeeded 
again in disappointing, although 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


there wane same positive aspects 
to fte figures. 

The most positive news, per¬ 
haps. was chairman Sir Denvs 
Henderson’S robust support for 
ft is dud executive. For him to 
speak out so strongly now must 
indicate that he is genuinely con¬ 
fident that Andrew Teare’s strate¬ 
gy is bearing fruit In which case, 
by the year end, he may have 
some better than expected news 
for those analysts wno rushed to 
downgrade yesterday. 

Industry takes a 


lustry 
thorough pounding 


A tone of near-desperation 
characterised the letter in 
yesterday’s Financial 
Times begging the Bank of Eng¬ 
land’s Monetary Policy Commit¬ 
tee to signal that it intends the 
next move in interest rates to be 
down. However, tbe names ap¬ 
pended to the missive were not 
those of the usual suspects who 
sign round robins. Ernie Thomp¬ 


son, Tom Machin and Simon 
Brown may have a high profile 
in their own sectors, but now 
they seek a vrider audience, and. 
with their co-signatories, they de¬ 
serve a hearing. 7ftey are, in 
rum, the chief executive of the So¬ 
ciety of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, the chief executive 
of the British Printing Industries 
Federation and the director- 
general of the Machine Tool 
Assodatioa 

Such trade associations hear 
the agonising of their members 
and they are right to make a plea 
on behalf of those members to try 
to balance tbe rhetoric that the 
MPC has heard from the Chan¬ 
cellor. Tbe industries that they 
cover are not lavishing huge sala¬ 
ry increases on their employees, 
they are laying people off. 

As Professor Robin Mareis 
wrote in these pages last week, 
the pay rises that are so perturb¬ 
ing Gordon Brown are mythical 
the work of statisticians wno can¬ 
not properly account for the ef¬ 
fect of bonus schemes. It is vital 


that the MPC. as it begins its de¬ 
liberations today, should take ac¬ 
count of the arguments that are 
going on over the figures, and. in 
particular, the work of London 
Business School and Professor 
Marris. in trying to inject some 
reality into this picture. 

The MPC is charged solely 
with keeping inflation within the 
target range, but even if its brief 
is not formally widened beyond 
that Governor Eddie George is a 
wise enough old bird, not un¬ 
swervingly committed to being 
hawk or dove, to ensure that the 
committee does take account of 
the wider impact of its decisions. 

While such debate swirls 
around the figures, it would be 
unrealistic to expect the commit¬ 
tee to be brave enough to actually 
cut rates, buz there is sufficient 
cause for it to say that this is the 
time to wait and see. As the letter 
from the trade assodatioa chiefs 
makes dear, a pause will reveal 
more companies following Rover 
and Siemens and axing jobs. Al¬ 
though the association members 


could undoubtedly be more effi¬ 
cient, as the Chancellor would 
like, they do not deserve to have 
to struggle for those effidenries 
in an unnecessarily hostile eco¬ 
nomic environment- 

When the chips 
are down.. 

C hips will soon be flying at 
fte Treasury. Stephen By¬ 
ers. the new Chief Secre¬ 
tary, has just seen the most antici¬ 
pated new industrial develop¬ 
ment in his North Tyneside con¬ 
stituency crash to an early and ig¬ 
nominious end. His boss Gor¬ 
don Brown, by contrast, seems 
likely to see a miraculous re¬ 
prieve for fte seemingly doomed 
plant in his stamping grounds. 

Tbe Hyundai chip plant has 
never started operating and is 
still unequipped, while Siemens 
in the North East had employees 
and mortgages hanging on its fu¬ 
ture. That, however, may explain 
Intel’s temptation to take up gov¬ 
ernment grants made in Scot¬ 
land rather than England. 

The Siemens plant, though su¬ 
perb, well-equipped and produc¬ 
tive. is set up to make commodity 
memory chips. They would have 
run into a world glut without 


added punishment from the 
Asian crash and tbe strong 
pound. Hyundai was basing its 
entire European ambitions on its 
Dunfermline operation, which 
was set up to progress from low¬ 
er value chips to fte powerful 
ones that can still make money 
and will be highly profitable 
once the Asian effect has worked 
its way through. Instead of tool¬ 
ing up for 32 megabyte chips, at 
Dunfermline Intel could go 
straight on to 128mb, especially if 
it eased into production next mil¬ 
lennium. The weakness of Asian 
firms has made an opening for 
Intel which has already estab¬ 
lished a Microsoft-styte monopo¬ 
ly in microprocessors, some of 
which it makes in Ireland. The 
Asian corporate massacre allows 
Intel and the like to diversify 
with the economy of the vulture - 
Dunfermline’s bargain base¬ 
ment gain and Ireland’s expen¬ 
sive loss. 

Taking liberties 

Denis Cassidy's courtroom victo¬ 
ry demonstrates just why compa¬ 
nies are so craven about paying 
off directors. Given the compucat- 
ed nature of business, proving 
culpable incompetence is harder 
than proving the existence of a lu¬ 
crative contract. There may have 
been a funding gap. We shall nev¬ 
er know whether Cassidy’s strate¬ 
gy for liberty would have work¬ 
ed. We do know that he made 
sure he had a good contract. 


Inspec soars on 
Laporte talks 


INSPEC GROUP, the former 
BP speciality chemicals comp¬ 
any, saw its value leap by 
more than a third yesterday af¬ 
ter it revealed it was in talks 
with Laporte, the chemical 
group, that could lead to a 
cash offer for tbe company at 
340p a share. . 

Shares in Inspec soared' 
from 243p to 332Kp at news of 
the proposed takeover, which 
would value the group at 
about £600 million. Shares in 
Laporte rose 9p to 656p. 

The news sent a shock wave 
through the chemicals sector, 
which defied a foiling stock 
market Laporte’S dramatic 
move Mows speculation in 
the past few days that Inspec 
was a likely takeover target af¬ 
ter fte recent-sale of its volatile 
Belgian commodity chemicals 
operations removed an un¬ 
wanted aspect of fte business. 


By Rachel Bridge 

Chemicals analysts said yes¬ 
terday that the proposed take¬ 
over was good news for 
Laporte, which has carried out 
substantia] restructuring in 
the past couple of year under 
Jim leng, chief executive. He 
announced earlier this year 
that the group had a cash pile 
of £130 million and the fire¬ 
power to make an acquisition 
of up to £500 million. 

One analyst said: 1 think it 
is a good move for Laporte. If 
the price does not go higher it 
is likely to be earnings enhanc¬ 
ing for them because Laporte 
will be able to increase the 
sales through a global market 
place.’ 

“Quality operations generat¬ 
ing these types of margins in 
product areas where you can 
expand the product range with 
your customers is always go¬ 
ing to be a good move. The 




Terence Whitmore, left, Mayflower* managing[director, 
operations. David Donnelly, top left, and John Simpson 


growth in America, where In¬ 
spec has increased sales from 
£J6 million to £63 million in 
two years, is indicative of the 
strong demand for Inspec 
products” 

Inspec, which was formed 
as a result of a management 
buyout from BP seven years 
ago. would form pan of 
Laporte’S fine chemicals divi¬ 
sion. which last year account¬ 
ed for a quarter of its sales and 
brought in profits of £24 mil¬ 
lion. In tiie year to December 
1997 Inspec increased its pre¬ 
tax profits from £32 million to 
E47.1 million and is expected to 
unveil interim profits of about 
£20 mfllian today. 

Inspec said yesterday thai it 
would not declare an interim 
dividend if the deal does go 
ahead and would seek irrevoc¬ 
able commitments from the 
board. 


Mayflower 
confident 
over Rolls 

By Adam Jones 

MAYFLOWER, the car body¬ 
work and buses group, yester¬ 
day claimed that it was unlike¬ 
ly to lose out from the break¬ 
up of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, 
one of its major customers. 
Mayflower makes panels for 
the Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph 
and for all Bentleys. BMW 
win make Rolls-Royces from 
2003. and VW will confine it¬ 
self to Bentleys. 

John Simpson. Mayflower's 
chief executive, said BMW is 
likely to have redesigned the 
Silver Seraph When it becomes 
responsible for making it but 
Mayflower would be well 
placed to keep its supply deal. 
Mr Simpson said relations 
with BMW were not harmed 
by Mayflower’s abortive plan 
last year to buy Vickers, which 
then owned RRMC. BMW, be¬ 
fore declaring its interest in 
Rolls, warned Mayflower, a 
supplier to the German group, 
not to bid. Mr Simpson said: 
‘There’s no problem with 
them because they dearly 
walked all over us.” 

David Donnelly, finance di¬ 
rector, said there was little risk 
of Mayflower being hit by the 
wish of Rover, a customer, to 
buy more parts from overseas. 
First-half pre-tax profits rose 
to £19.6 million (E16.1 million). 
Turnover was £209.1 million 
(£1915 million). Earnings per 
share were 554p (454p). The 
interim payout is Up (0.92p). 
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. Pifco outshines rival Kenwood 




■ By Matthew Barbour 

and Rachel Bridge 

- the prospect of two of Britain's best- 
known manufacturers coming togetherm- 

, 

brands indude Russell Hobbs, saw fallr 
year profits rise 11 per cent. Davul Nadv 
chairman of Kenwood jjpptenas, 
■jjjfmain UK competitor, had Utile to shout 

a A?yesterdays annual meeting Mr Nash 
said that soft trading conditions are likey 
to result in half-year profits to &ptember 
30 being below last years £22 m^- 
Mr Nash said the extent of the shortfall 


will depend on the peak trading month of 
September. • , , 

Last year Pifco revealed it was interested 
in buying Kenwood but talks broke down 
after Kenwood threw off what it described 
as “unwelcome advances” 

After the strong results. Michael Web¬ 
ber, Pifco chairman, said the board is in 
discussions with a number of possible con¬ 
tenders for an acquisition in Europe. He 
said: “We want to address the consotida- 
tidn that’s happening in retail. We manu¬ 
facturers also need to consolidate and we 
are looking for opportunities in that area. 
We are talking with a number of people.” 
Cofin Gordon, chief executive at Ken¬ 
wood, declined to comment on any possi¬ 


ble talks resulting from yesterday’s an¬ 
nouncements. Mr Webber said Pifco is 
not ruling out a hostile bid for Kenwood. 

He added that the group would also be 
looking at expansion through the launch 
of a range of 40 new products during the 
coming year to further bolster growth. 
"New products remain our engine for 
growft and the source of improving profit 
margins." he said. 

Pre-tax profits for ihe year to April 3 rose 
from £35 million to £42 million on trad¬ 
ing margins that were up to S per cent 
from 7.1 per cent The dividend has been 
increased by 10 per cent to 6.6p. 

Shares in Pifqo closed up 7 per cent at 
2Q3p 


Kunick’s 

summer 

setbacks 


KUNICK. the amusement ma¬ 
chines group; yesterday be¬ 
came the latest casualty of this 
summer's World Cup and 
weather double whammy, giv¬ 
ing warning that profits this 
year would be £15 million be¬ 
low market estimates (Domin¬ 
ic Walsh writes). 

Its shares were marked 4%p 
lower to 28 kip after it admitted 
that pretax profits in the year 
to September 30 would be 
marginally below last year's 
£10.4 million. 

A Kunick spokesman said: 
“In very large part this was 
down to the World Cup. Peo¬ 
ple were either going to pubs 
and not playing machines be¬ 
cause of fte football or they 
were staying at home because 
of the foul weather." 

The group also said it is con¬ 
sidering selling its French 
amusement machines busi¬ 
ness and its French discount 
retail arm. 


MPs slam DTI 
for ‘cheap’ float 


By Adam Jones 


A POWERFUL committee of 
MPS yesterday criticised the 
Department of Trade and In¬ 
dustry (DTI) for privatising 
AEA Technology too cheaply. 

The srienoe and technology 
company, spun off from fte 
Atomic Energy Authority in 
September 1996. was sold for 
£228 million. The shares, 
which were floated at 280p, hit 
323fcp on the first day of trad¬ 
ing and are now worth more 
than £10. 

The Committee of Public Ac¬ 
counts said the DTI could 
have priced the shares higher. 
It brushed aside fte DTPS 
daim that much of AEA*s 
share price success had been a 
result of acquisitions after flo¬ 
tation. “We would have expect¬ 
ed the department's advisers 
to have identified these busi¬ 
ness opportunities and to have 
used them as a selling point” 

The committee ' suggested 
more money could have been 
raised if the Government had 


retained a stake after partial 
privatisation, to be sold when 
the real value of the business 
was apparent The argument 
against this was the uncertain¬ 
ty around fte general election. 

The committee criticised the 
way in which a E2 million suc¬ 
cess fee was calculated for 
Schraders, adviser to the float 
It was payable if the sale 
raised more than Schraders es¬ 
timated. The committee said 
this estimate should have been 
checked by an independent 
body. It also said the DTI 
should have supervised Cazen- 
ove. the broker to the float 
when it allocated shares to 
three other Cazenove compa¬ 
nies. to ensure there was no 
conflict of interest 

It added that the £121 mil¬ 
lion restructuring costs preced¬ 
ing the float should have been 
seen as sale costs. "It is unac¬ 
ceptable to seek to inflate net 
sale proceeds by ignoring ex¬ 
penditure related to the sale.” 


Open all 
hours at 
63 Tescos 


TESCO. fte leading super¬ 
market group; is to more 
than double the number of 
its stores trading 24 hours a 
day in a move that will cre¬ 
ate about 600 jobs (Sarah 
Cunningham writes). 

From next Monday, 63 
stores will keep their doors 
open all day and night—ex¬ 
cept on Sundays, when the 
law allows only six hours 
opening — compared with 
fte current 26. Tesco stud it 
is moving to 24-hour open¬ 
ing in response to changes 
in customers’ lifestyles. 

Tesco said that its market 
research shows that the cus¬ 
tomers who shop between 
midnight and 6am indude 
doctors, nurses, police offic¬ 
ers, milkmen, utility work¬ 
ers and lorry drivers. 

Sainsbury, Safeway and 
Asda also open some stores 
24 hours a day, partkolariy 
before Christmas. 


Who is really 
i n control of 
your finances? 


(a) The Wizard of Oz 

(b) Mystic Meg 

(c) Your bank manager 

(d) You 


To be In control of your finances you have to know exactly where you stand. The Virgin One account 
puts everything from your mortgage to your current account in one place so that you can always 
see precisely what you owe and precisely what you own. You have the flexibility to pay in or take out 
money whenever It suits you, and with all borrowings charged at the same competitive mortgage 
rate o# interest you don’t need to waste time shopping around for the best deaL 

If you have, or are about to buy F a home with a mortgage of at least £50,000, then give us a call on 
0845600 00 01 to find out if we’re right for you. The Virgin One account. It's no small change. 

The Virgin Due account is a secured personal bank account with The Royal Bank of Scotland pic 
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one account 


puiisfens 
life & 


one account 


08456 00 00 01 
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personal financial service 


Open ? Days a week, 24 Hours a day 


Representative only of Virgin Direct personal Financial service Ltd. which is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority for life Insurance, pensions 
and unit trust business and represents only the Virgin Direct Marketing Croup. YOUR HOME IS AT RTSX IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. You can phone for further information or a written quotation at any time. You must be aged 18 or over. 
Ufe Insurance is required. For your security all cafts are recorded and randomly monitored. The Virgin One account Is not currently available In Northern 
Ireland. Virgin Direct Personal finance ltd. Discovery House. Whiting Rd. Norwich, NR4 GEL 
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Selling on Wall St ends 
hope of FTS E recovery 


A SHARP bout of selling on 
Wall Street ended any hope of 
recovery among London 
shares yesterday, overcoming 
an early rally by the banks 
and a firm takeover bid in the 
chemic als se ctor. 

The FTSE 100 crept into 
positive territory in morning 
trading, and was 19.1 points 
ahead ar one stage. 

But this confidence evapo¬ 
rated when Wall Street began 
to fall into a tailspin. This sent 
many financial stocks lower, 
and took the FTSE 100 to 
5.736.1. down 73.6 points. 

IF there was any doubt 
about the identity of the mys¬ 
tery bidder for Thorn Light¬ 
ing Group, it slipped even 
further away yesterday when 
WassaU admitted it has spent 
E337 million buying an extra 
1J3 per cent stake in TLG. It 
now owns 11.4 per cent. 

Neither company will con¬ 
firm the talks, but the City 
now takes this for granted. 
TLG shares added 2p to 137^ 
and Wassail gained 2 * 2 p to 

288p. 

Laporte unmasked itself as 
the bidder stalking the chemi¬ 
cals sector — surprising deal¬ 
ers who had been expecting an 
overseas predator. But the 
City was exactly right about 
the favourite bid target — 
In.spec, whose shares jumped 
36 per cent to 332 l 2p. 

With such generous take¬ 
over premiums up for grabs, 
punters were not slow to place 
their bets for the next round — 
and almost all speciality 
chemical stocks were marked 
higher, filling the top ten 
risers in the FTSE 250. 

Yesterday's favourite was 
El era ends, a mini-conglomer¬ 
ate which joins chemicals with 
timber and pet food. It is 
another Anglo-American com¬ 
pany with a very profitable 
peformance chemicals divi¬ 
sion. Over 50 million shares 
changed hands. 

Yule Catto added a further 
7.7 per cent to Monday’s gains, 
closing at 321 1 2p. Croda Inter¬ 
national. another Anglo- 
American player in speciality 
chemicals, joined the fun as its 
shares jumped 23p to 321 ^2 p. 

The Takeover speculation 
which has swept Arriva from 
the doldrums is now begin¬ 
ning to cool. 

City analysts have been 
briefing clients that the most 
likely candidates have their 
hands tied by competition 
rules. Certainly, Arriva has 
been a sitting dude since last 
month’s profits warning. 
When Gordon Hodgson de- 
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Gordon Hodgson, who stepped down as chief executive 
of Arriva. saw the shares m the company recover lOp 


dded to step down as chief 
executive without an immedi¬ 
ate replacement, the gaping 
hole in the boardroom became 
unmissable. 

But who can fill it? 
HrstGronp, up ! 6 p to 50Gp. is 
already the UK's largest play¬ 
er — but has enough regula¬ 
tory difficulty buying local bus 
companies, let alone a group 
such as Arriva- The same is 


true for the acquisitive 
Stagecoach, off 36p to E11.64. 

This leaves National Ex¬ 
press, up 6 * 2 p to £10.77, which 
has lots of coaches but no 
buses. But industry sources 
suggest it has no desire to 
become lumbered with the 
underperforming car dealer¬ 
ships and leasing contracts 
which generate half Arrival 
profits. Arriva shares contin- 


CHIPS ARE DOWN 


FTSE 350 

Information technology 
price index 


FTSE all-share > 
Index (rebased) | 
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SINCE its inception at the 
start of the year, the FTSE 
information technology 
sector has housed stocks 
capable of breath-taking 
growth and astronomical 
earnings. 

Misys has broken into 
the FTSE 100 and Logka 
and Serna have more titan 
doubled their value since 
joining the index — so 
much so that it has never 
been more than 5 per cent 
down in any two-week per¬ 
iod. Until now. It was off 1.4 
per cent yesterday as Misys 
continued its worst down¬ 
ward trend since 1994. The 
recently floated 
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Computacenter continues 
to disappoint and only 
Logka is continuing to 
gather pace. 

Brokers, who have com¬ 
plained they can find no 
sellers of the IT stocks, are 
reporting the first decent 
round of two-way hade for 
a long time. Bulls who 
bought in to Logica when it 
had its drop last year have 
trebled their money, and 
many think the current lull 
in the sector is an excuse to 
perform the same trick with 
Serna and Misys. 

But the IT sceptics sug¬ 
gest that now is as good a 
time as any to take profits. 
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ued to recover, up lOp to 
411 *2 p. but brokers said this is 
more connected with profit 
upgrades than bid hopes. 

There was exceptionally 
heavy trade in Booker, with 
over 3.9 million shares chang¬ 
ing hands including two large 
broker deals. The shares held 
at a low of 208fzp. 

Elsewhere in the market, 
Nat West Bank jumped 10J 
per cent to £11.46 on exception¬ 
ally strong results. 

GKN advanced a further 
ISp, to 771p, ahead of today's 
results and hopes of broker 
upgrades. Favourable City 
comment was also credited for 
lifting Reckitt & Coleman 8p 
to £11.68. 

Amvescap became a main 
casualty of Wall Street sellers, 
and the shares dropped 56p to 
646p. M&G dropped 12^ to 
£18.10. 

Pearson was in the dog¬ 
house, joining the list of FTSE 
faliers to dose at £1135. 65p 
down on the day. Negative 
feedback on yesterday's re¬ 
sults was exaggerated by a 
placing of 29 million shares, to 
pay for the Simon & Schuster 
acquisition. This pulled the 
shares down by 4 2 per cent 

American investors have 
proved great fans of ARM 
Holdings, the microprocessor 
company majority-owned by 
Apple and Acorn Group. 
Dealers were so excited by the 
April flotation of ARM that its 
shares jumped from 120p to 
205*2 p. Sadly, ARM is being 
slowly deserted by its Wall 
Street fan chib. They were 
selling again yesterday, forc¬ 
ing the shares down another 
40p to £ 11 . 62 * 2 . 

The magic has certainly 
disappeared for Acorn, which 
dosed down 2*ap to 117*2p. 

Hardy 03 & Gas told the 
City it has encouraging results 
from drilling for gas off Aus¬ 
tralia. The City took this with 
a pinch of salt and its shares 
slid l*ap to227p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: It was a 
quiet day in the futures pit, as 
dealers held fire to prepare for 
today* meeting of the Bank of 
England's Monetary FWky 
Committee. 

The Gilt Future was up 
£0.10 at £10939 on volume of 
49,000. Treasury 7 per cent 
2002 was up £*32 at £102 9 3z 
and Treasury 8 per cent 2021 
was up £ 3 j 2 at EI32*32. 

□ NEW YORK: Shares stag¬ 
gered lower in a heavy bout of 
selling in morning trading. By 
midday the Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average was down 121.78 
points at 8.664.96. 
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Only good housekeeping 


DEREK WANLESS, the Geordie chiefexecu- 
tive of NatWest, was in an ejaeptionaliy 
chipper mood yesterday, and who could 
blame him. Good news from this bank has 
been as scarce as water in the desert, so the 49 
per cent leap in first-half profits gave both 
brokers and shareholders much needed 
rtrfreshment. 

But while NatWest can daim to have 
effected a turnaround in its fortunes by its 
own chosen measure—return on equity—the 

bank continues to lag behind its high street, 
rivals. ROE of 18.1 per cent has greatly 
exceeded the forecasts, but it is still a good 
way behind Lloyds TSB at 33.7 per cent, even 
allowing for the difference in the treatment of 
goodwill. The lower ROE is reflected in 
NatWesfs price/earnings ratio. After yester¬ 
day’s 10 per cent lift in the stock price, the 


bank is trading on 14 times earnings, 
compared with a 20-plus multiple for Lloyds 
TSB 

' The most encouraging aspect of NalWest’s 

interims has been its firm grip cm costs. 
Revenues during the first six months edged 
up just marginally — operating income rose 
just 5.5 per cent Headline figures were 
bolstered by a 23 per cent drop in bad and 
doubtful debts and one-off realisations such 
as £30 million in investment gains at the 
venture capital arm. . . 

Some worry ‘that the good news is 
unsustainable, but after last year’s fiasco m 
the options division any evidence of better 
management and cost controls is w elcom e. 
Yet the results are not good figures fr om a 
good company. They 3re good figures from 
one which is still to prove itself. Only a hold. 





IT IS becoming increasingly 
clear that British Petroleum 
is succeeding in its aim of 
being a reliable company 
regardless of the price of ofi. 
Its profits are inevitably tied 
to the cost of the black stuff, 
hence the big falls seen in 
yesterday’s second-quarter 
results. But its strategy of 
managing the business to 
"mid-cycle" benchmarks is 
convincing enough to merit 
investor support in spite of 
the barrel-scraping price of 
oil. 

The benchmarks are set 
above what can be expected 
with the oil price' at its 
current $13 a barrel level. If it 
falls further, or stays here for 
a sustained period, BP could 
be in trouble. But while the 
future direction of the oQ 
price is notoriously difficult 
to call, there is some reason 
to believe that the recent past 


Rank . 

HAS THE tide turned for 
Andrew Tieare? Despite a 
small decline in interim pre¬ 
tax profits, there are signs 
that Mr Teare — a man for 
whom the epithet “belea¬ 
guered” could have been 
invented — is beginning to 
get his act together. 

The World Cup and the 
weather notwithstanding, 
there were impressive perfor¬ 
mances from Hard Rock, 
film services and Odeon. 

It is sensible for Rank'to 
concentrate on big brands 
such as Hard Rock (stand by 
for Hard Rods beer and 
Hard Rock casinos) while 
offloading the likes of amuse¬ 
ment machines and US re¬ 
sorts. The jury is still out cm 
the wisdom erf the investment 
being pumped into Tom 
Cobleigh pubs and Budin’s, 
however. 

Mr Teare’s confidence that 
Rank's lower-spend attrac¬ 
tions will limit the impact of 
the inevitable slowdown in 
consumer spending is also 


negatives of supply excesses 
thanks to overproduction 
and demand weaknesses 
due to Asian turmoil and 
unseasonably warm weather 
will work themselves out 
In the light of the vulnerar 
bility of BP’S profits to the oil 
price it is easiest to value BP 
shares with reference to the 
dividend. Students of history 
will know the danger of 


depending too much on an 
everrising BP dividend, but 
yesterday's OJp rise in the 
second-quarter payment 
leaves it on course to pay at 
least 24p for the full year, 
putting the shares, up only 
2p yesterday at 812p, on a 
prospective gross yieid of 3.7 
per cent, nicely ahead of die 
stock market average which 
is nearer 3 per cent Buy. 



well placed. Analysts cut full- 
year profit forecasts yester¬ 
day to a level which puts the 
shares on a prospective p/e 
ratio of 10.7. That gives Rank 
the look of reasonable value, 
particularly if the mooted 
interest from US predators 
materialises. But punters 
may wish to wait tor die 
crucial third-quarter trading 
update in October before 
taking the plunge. 

Mayflower 

THERE is a subdued air 
about Mayflower. Knocked 
back by BMW in its attempt 
to take over Vickers last year, 
chief executive John Simpson 
& Co have kept a low profile.' 
• Yesterday the shares fell 
from 219*2p to 206p after a 
mixed trading statement On 
the one hand it said market 
conditions are getting tough¬ 
er, but on the other hand it 
indicated that it is still confi¬ 
dent of growth. 

Mayflower is vulnerable to' 
falling exports at Rover, 
which it supplies, but it is in¬ 


volved with the more success- 
fill end of the business, sup¬ 
plying bodies to the MGF 
sports car and the Land 
Rover Discovery. 

Car body activities in the 
US contribute nearly as 
much as their sister plants in 
Europe in terms of profit 
and much more in sales. 
There will be growth in the 
US with the new Saturn In¬ 
novate vehicle in 1999 and 
then the full impact of sales of 
ffie Rteightliner -Sterling wfll 
also be felt 

More confidence comes 
thanks to the fact that May¬ 
flower can .spend up to £200- 
£300 million in acquisitions. 
It may choose to build up it 
bus-making business. Walter 
Alexander, which is threat¬ 
ened in the long term by the 
merger of Dennis, its chassis 
supplier, and Henlys. 

Trading on about 16.4 
times earnings, the shares 
are worth hotding but the re¬ 
cent volatility and mixed out¬ 
look should deter buyers. 

Edited by Robert Cole 
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Ionica sets 
a cautious 
tone for the 
risk-takers 
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Jostling for sales; clockwise from left John Hoerner of Arcadia; Barry Gibson from Littiewoods; Lord Wolfson, the GUS chai rman ; and the competing home-shopping catalogues 


Mail order moguls 
the challenge from 


size up 
M&S 


M ost people do not 
yet use cata¬ 
logues to buy 
their clothes. 
But some of the cleverest retail¬ 
ers in the country think that 
once they have persuaded cus¬ 
tomers to try diem out they 
will be hooked. 

Marks & Spencer, the larg¬ 
est retailer and dominant 


Britain’s largest clothes retailer is making waves in the 
lucrative catalogue market, writes Sarah Cunningham 


admits that he is watching 
M&S closely: “It is a real quali¬ 
ty business and as they grow a 
lot more people are going to 
try mail order that haven't 


dothes-seller in the country, before. We think they’ll grow 
became the latest entrant into the market” 


became the latest entrant into 
the clothing catalogue market 
in the spring and its efforts are 
being watched with intensity 
by competitors. Its first trial 
catalogue was deemed success¬ 
ful if not particularly ambi¬ 
tious. Its second, which wQI be 
posted next week and contains 
a wider selection of products, 
including more menswear, lin¬ 
gerie. and childrenswear, wfll 
be examined by rivals even 
more carefully. 

The entrance of Marks & 
Spencer, led by the chairman 
Sir Richard Green bury, into 
clothing catalogues is consid¬ 
ered significant because it 
leads the industry into new 
and lucrative territory — the 
upper end of the mass market 
M&S customers are generally, 
wealthier than the traditional 
users of the agency "big 
books” sent out by the likes of 
Littiewoods, Freemans and 
Great Universal Stores. Their 
customers tend to use cata¬ 
logues because they offer easy 
access to free credit and allow 
payments to be spread out 

But M&S customers are not 
quite as affluent as users of tire 
French-owned La Redouts. 
American Lands' End or Rap¬ 
ing Green and Hawkshead,. 
both owned by Arcadia, the 
former Burton Group. All of 
the laner three offer variations 
on the preppie/sporty week¬ 
end look beloved of America’s 
professional middle classes. 

Mike Smith, president and 
chief executive of Lands* End, 


Lands’ End is expanding its 
business in the UK and last 
week opened a -new call and 
distribution centre in the coun¬ 
ty of Rutland, it has a very 
clear idea of who the majority 
of its customers are on both 
sides of tire Atlantic: women 
aged 35 to SS, keen on travel 
and golf, in a professional or 
managerial position and with 
a degree. • . 

Given its sophisticated clien¬ 
tele. it is not surprising dial 
Lands’ End is putting a lot of 
efforts and resources — more 
than most of its UK rivals — 
into an Internet store, which in 
the US offerseveiything in its 
catalogues. UK customers buy¬ 
ing from its website will have 
to pay duty on goods arriving 
from the US, but the company 
is also working on a UK 
website. 

Lands' End is not alone in 
targeting the middle classes in 
the US. In fact, catalogues 
there have moved dramatical¬ 
ly upmarket, aiming at cus¬ 
tomers with plenty of money 
but little time. Mr Smith 
thinks that the UK. where less 
than 3 per cent of sales are 
from catalogues compared to 
aboqt 9 per cent in the US, is 
moving the same way. But the 
arrival of M&S confuses the 
picture a little. 

The fata is that there is no 
other mass-market retailer 
like M&S in other countries. 
Its dominance of the high 
street, built up entirely 


through own-label sales, is 
unknown outside Britain. 
M&S. having already tested 
the waters with a home 
furnishings catalogue, is mov¬ 
ing slowly into the clothing 
home^hopping market be¬ 
cause of the importance of get¬ 
ting die service spot on. 

There is no point in buying 
from catalogues if the wrong 
goods are sent, or if the right 
goods take too long to arrive, 
and all the successful cata¬ 
logue companies make great 
efforts in this area. Moreover, 
there are always a large 
number of returns, and the 
capacity to deal with these 
swiftly is essential. 

With the “big books” gradu¬ 


ally on their way out and M&S 
heading straight for the centre 
ground, more and more high- 
street retailers and specialist 
catalogue companies are look¬ 
ing for niches to occupy. One 
area that has proved par¬ 
ticularly profitable for the 
Manchester-based company 
N Brown is serving the needs 
of the elderly, infirm and over- 
wight. It is a port of the mar¬ 
ket that is ill-served by the 
high street, because old or 
overweight people have a natu¬ 
ral aversion to using changing 
rooms and like the chance that 
home delivery gives them to 
try on purchases at home. 

Great Universal Stores, still, 
the largest home-shopping 



at top 


TIMES 


1 HAVE some good news and I 
hare some bad news. The 
good news is that the flow of 
work for City institutions is.in 
no danger of drying up; in-, 
deed, we may be heading for 
yet another record year. The. 
bad news is that it’s the same 
old names that are winning 
the' work. The latest league ta¬ 
bles from Acquisitions Month¬ 
ly, the specialist magazine, 
show that although London 
may see a slowdown by the 
end of this year, as some be¬ 
lieve, European mergers and 
acquisitions have yet to pcak. 
In all, deals worth E190 billion 
were conducted in Europe in 



kal - ourCii 
id forecast g 


y analyst 
oonT 


the first six months of this 
year, most of them requiring 
input from the City, and this is 
a substantia] advance, say the 
magazine’s researchers. 

However, three firms ao 
. counted for almost almost 
£100 billion of this work. You 

guessed — into first place goes 

Goldman Sadis; in second 
place, down from first last 
time, is Morgan Stanley; and 
third is Warburg Dillon Read. 


*7 CAM see convenience stores 
and home shopping, but I 
struggle to see supermarkets 
being around in the future, 
though most of my colleagues 
. . think I'm madThe 
speaker? John Rome, logistics 
director at Sainsburfs. quot¬ 
ed in SuperMarketing. 

Scrum shy 

THE deadline has passedrand 
predictably a fair few of you 
have yet to say whether you 
are taking part in the Reuters 
rugby seven-a-side tourna¬ 
ment. this year on September 
27 at the Richmond Athletic 
Ground. No problem, the lists 
are still open, and there are 
still II places for teams at what 
is nowone of the most popular 

dates in the City’s diary. Of the 



Sir Richard Greenbury is driving the initiative from M&S 


grave, according to a letter 
from his great-nephew, Peter 
Rqyce. He says that the deal to 
sell the Rolls-Royce marque to 
BMW is wonderful news, and 
can. only be bettered if the new 
factory is buih in Derby, origi¬ 
nal home of the cars. So Royce 
is at last happy, which is unu¬ 
sual. He is the one who freely 
admitted that the only Rolls he 
owned was the worst car he 
has had and then made a 
noise at the shareholder meet¬ 
ing that considered the sale — 
at the same time trying to flog 
sailing holidays near Chez 
Royce in Brittany. 


MY JOKE the other day 
about information technology 
consultants has shaken out an¬ 
other offering. A farmer tend¬ 
ing his sheep is approached by 
a man who bets him £10 he 
can guess how many there are 
in the field. He takes the bet. 
"395. Am I correct'"” "Yes." 
“Double or quits if you can 
guess what 1 do for a living ." 
The farmer agrees. “That's 
east 1 . You're a management 
consultant .’* “ Brilliant! How 
did you know?" The farmer re¬ 
plies: "First, you came here 
uninvited. Second, you told 
me something l already knew. 
Third, you tried to charge me 
for it." 


DIARY 


21 teams that have agreed to 
take pan. lawyers are well to 
tite fore. Coopers & Lybrand 
has accepted, but of Price Wa¬ 
terhouse noihing yet. That 
said, the merger will allow the 
accountants to increase their 
chances by entering only one 
learn. 

And as to the real grudge 
match, Intercapital is definite¬ 
ly in, marquee and all. but 
there is no entryyw from its fel¬ 
low bond dealer Cantor Fitz¬ 
gerald. The two loathe each 
other, on and off the pilch, and 
spectators always hope their 
paths will cross. Whars the 
matter with you. Cantor? The 
Other lot say you’re chjcken. 


retailer in the country, is an 
old-fashioned agency business 
that is now making waves in 
direct mail with catalogues 
such as Disney Selection. 
Sports Elite and Style Plus. 
Sales from its direct mail cata¬ 
logues grew from £59 million 
to E81 million last year. 

'They can see the writing on 
the wall for the agency busi¬ 
ness and are using it as a cash 
cow for the more focused 
catalogues," said Richard 
Hyman from the Verdict retail 
consultancy. 

Hallowing its takeover of 
Argos arid purchase of several 
US data companies. GUS is be¬ 
ing watched almost as careful¬ 
ly within the industry as M&S. 
Us chairman. Lord Wolfson of 
Sunningdale, is an old hand at 
home shopping. After working 
at GUS — the family business 
— as a young man. he went on 
to become chairman of Next 
and helped build its Directory 
business. 

Next Directory is the suc¬ 
cess story that every other 
high-street fashion ' retailer 
would love to replicate. French 
Connection is one company 
that has launched its own 
catalogue, albeit a tiddler 
compared with Next'S 50Oodd 
pages. Oasis has gone down a 
different route, with its clothes 
appearing on a number of 
pages in Grattan catalogues. 

What the Next Directory 
has given to the business as a 
whole in the last few years is 
the chance to preview each col¬ 
lection. This appeared ro be a 
fail-safe system, until last year 
when the feedback from Direc¬ 
tory customers was apparent¬ 
ly ignored and the wrong 
clothes were sent into the 


ries, and a colleague writes to 
suggest that not all of them 
u«re reflected in the sombre 
obituaries that appeared after 
his death last month. He offers 
this one. 

He, Tiny and Sir Edward du 
Cann. the then Lonrho chair¬ 
man, are in Tiny's office on 
Cheapside. The phone rings 
and Tiny picks it up. Brief con¬ 
versation. and he replaces the 
receiver. It was Adrian 
Khashoggi’s daughter, and 
the Swiss have arrested her fa¬ 
ther. She needs $1 million bail, 
and quick. Will Lonrho help? 

Tiny deliberates for a while. 
‘‘Don’t see why not. We paid 
£800,000 for Ernie Saunders 

— and I didn't even know the 
* * 1< 

If' - ' „ 

More to come. 

Martin Waller 


stores, eventually leading to a 
profits warning. 

But when it works well, the 
son of guidance Next gets on 
what its customers want to see 
in the shops is invaluable, “ft’s 
the holy grail, il can make you 
millions.” Mr Hyman said. 

However. in order to make 
those millions, millions have 
tobe invested if you want to set 
up on your own. Call centres, 
warehouses and distribution 
systems do not come cheap 
and retail infrastructure can¬ 
not be easily adapted. That is 
one reason why Arcadia, the 
group that encompasses 
Dorothy Perkins. Principles. 
Evans, Top Shop, Top Man 
and Burton’S Menswear. has 
set up a deal with Littiewoods. 

Littiewoods. which is one of 
the giants of agency home 
shopping and is led by Barry 
Gibson, the chief executive, 
has an abundance of 
infrastructure but lacks an 
exciting image, while Arcadia, 
which is run by the American 
John Hoerner, has the high- 
street names that could adapt 
well to home shopping. 

Mutually benefiriafdeals of 
this type can be expected to 
proliferate as more and more 
retailers eye this small but 
growing market, and—as usu¬ 
al — try desperately to keep up 
with Marks & Spencer. 


E veryone has a differ¬ 
ent definition of risk. 

Some find jumping 
off a skyscraper with their 
legs attached to a piece of in¬ 
dustrial-strength elastic an 
acceptable way to get their 
lucks, while others cannot 
even face air travel. 

But when the elastic snaps 
or the plane falls out of the 
sky — as ft did on Monday, 
for shares in Ionica. the wire- 
less telecoms group — all are 
forced to take a hard look at 
the gambles they take. 

Ionica. founded by Nigel 
Playford, floated on the 
Stock Exchange fast sum¬ 
mer priced ai 390p a share. 

At the time, it said it wanted 
to become “the principal na¬ 
tional alternative service to 
British Telecom in the resi¬ 
dential and small business 
market”. The float, organ¬ 
ised by Warburg Dillon 
Read, the investment bank, 
was such a success that it 
raised almost £147 million. 

The Cambridge _ 

company said 
that its technolo- The list Of 
gy. developed 

by Mr Playford i_ 

and Nortel the those WHO 
Canadian tele¬ 
coms group. pot their 

could be rolled- U1CU 

out throughout 

Britain at very lingers 

low cost, and 

Md burnt is 

in many areas 

by bt. The ar- astonishing 

gument con- _ ° 

vinced almost 
200 small shareholders, in¬ 
cluding Lord Biytii of Ruw- 
ington, chairman of Boots, 
plus several large institu¬ 
tions. The fact that most 
homes and businesses in 
Britain already subscribed 
to reliable and relatively 
cheap telephone services, 
and that BT had one of the 
most famous brand names 
combined with a marketing 
budget that could fund a 
small space project did not 
seem to matter. 

It took only a few months 
for serious cracks to appear 
in Jonica’s business plan. 

The first came in November, 
when it emerged that the de¬ 
livery of the company's soft¬ 
ware, vital to upgrade its net¬ 
work. had been delayed. 

This put lonica's roll-out on 
hold. By then, the City's ap¬ 
petite for the company’s 
shares had sent its value 
soaring to £710 million, even 
though its sales were minus¬ 
cule and its losses heavy. 

The reversal of lonica’s for¬ 


tune was swift and dramat¬ 
ic. The shares crashed, leav¬ 
ing the company valued ar 
about £60 million. It then 
took 6 months to test new 
software before implementa¬ 
tion. The shares fell again, 
leaving group value at about 
£40 million by January. 

It was not just lonica’s 
share price that suffered 
from the software delays. 
The company's £300 million 
banking facility was condi¬ 
tional on it reaching prede¬ 
fined roll-out targets. Ionica 
failed to renegotiate the facil¬ 
ity with the consortium that 
had originally pul up the 
money — which included 
Banquc Paribas Warburg 
Dillon Read and Societe 
Gene rale — and in May be¬ 
gan searching for a strategic 
investor. The company was, 
in other words, up for sale. 
Today, three months later, 
the situation has not 
changed. Warburg has 
hired a team of analysts to 

_ try to find a buyer. 

so far without suc- 
f Qf cess. At yesterday’s 

share price of 2lp. 
I Ionica has lost 

mO more than 95 per 

cent of its value 
pi r since last summer. 

The list of finan¬ 
cial institutions 
rS that got their fin¬ 

gers burnt is aston- 
■ c ishing. According 

to estimates made 
by Tie Times, 
ifnp Doughty Hanson 

_ ° has lost almost £5S 

million. Morgan 
Stanley has lost £50 million 
and Northern Electric has 
lost £29 million. It is thought 
that all agreed not to sell 
their shares for the year af¬ 
ter lonicals flotation. 

Ionica says its technology 
works and claims success 
where its services were 
launched;. Anglia. Central 
and Yorkshire- Yet. less than 
a year after flotation, its orig¬ 
inal plan are in tatters. Al¬ 
though investors were given 
what Ionica calls “a 13-page 
health warning" before buy¬ 
ing shares, many will be ask¬ 
ing themselves if the losses 
they suffered represent a rea¬ 
sonable risk. lonica's prob¬ 
lems came so soon, and 
seemed so obvious that all 
other high-tech flotations 
will be treated with deep sus¬ 
picion. The enormous valua¬ 
tions of other telecoms up¬ 
starts. notably Atlantic and 
Clot, should also surely now 
be reconsidered. 

Chrjs Ayres 


Save £5 on guide to the 
House of Commons 


R eaders can buy The Times Guide to the 
House of Commons, May 1997. for just 
£30, a saving of £5 on die normal selling 
price of £35. 

The guide is edited by Times journalist Tm 
Austin and features contributions by Simon 
Jenkins. Matthew Parris and Anthony Howard. 

One year on from Labour’s historic May 
1997 landslide victory, a fully revised and 
updated edition of the definitive, bestselling 
guide is a must for every bookshelf. 

THE BOOK CONTAINS; 

• a biography and photograph of every MP 
• detailed constiiuemybyconstituerKy 
breakdown of results 
• authoritative analysis and comment 
• the Cabinet and Shadow Cabinets in full 
• details of by-elections since May 1997 
• Fold-out colour map 



Royce purrs Tiny tale 

SIR HENRY ROYCE has at TINY ROWLAND was ai- 
Jast stopped turning in his ways one to attract funny sto- 



j The Times Guide to the House of Commons 




[ Phase send me _ 


Or tteH my MWWCsrf/Vfea cart no. 


_. Printtame. 


—-Postcode__Sgnreure-Ode- 

. , Send coapcn and remittance to: 7h* TaM* Onfe fo fa 

copies of 77re Times Gladstone 


i HouS6 of Commons at £30 per copy, (£S ofi) tad. pip 
j lmdoaeBcheqiiWPO(9)nradepqrabtetO; 

■ n»ik«Fin« 


Alow 28 dqm lor detaery Iran recefcf of order. 

No oUrne for km In tnnll can be mode after M den. 

V dtaMOrtMl. ptae taiwn the boeft/« Mfltain snmn dqys 

for a fife refend. The offer faai&d to mfiabBty. 


j Vatuo-—Cart Mo-Pteaesiick txufl you do not to receive funba r-. i 

J Phase wrlanama and address on back of sBcfiequas datafe tram 77»ranes w companies ectaomaby ua. U 1 

CREDrfe^ 


Rowland: obituaries left 
out the funny ride of life 
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LITERATURE: Americans are putting us to shame by championing the works of C.S. Lewis in his centenary year, reports Clive Davis 


A pilgrim comes 


out of the 


Shadowlands 


• _ M _. - 


*< m! 


A 11 tributes great and 
smalL As we ap¬ 
proach C. S. Lewis’S 
centenary in Novem¬ 
ber, devotees with a few coins 
to spare can pay homage to the 
creator of the Narnia Chroni¬ 
cles by investing in a commem¬ 
orative stamp just issued by 
the Rpyal Mail. Aslan the Lion 
roams free again. 

We can also look forward to 
the publication of a deluxe 
leatherbound edition of The 
Lion, the Witck and the Ward¬ 
robe and the six other Narnia 
stories. At a mere £150, it is the 
equivalent of an awful lot of 
postage stamps. 

If all this reinforces die cosy 
image of Lewis the children’s 
storyteller, then a more com¬ 
plex view of his achievements 
as literary critic, polemical 
novelist and popular theolo¬ 
gian emerged in a two-week 
carferenoe-ainhfestival which 
ended last Friday. 

A peripatetic gathering 
which opened in Oxford ana 
dosed in Cambridge (reflect¬ 
ing Lewis* tenure at both uni¬ 
versities), it was more than an 
opportunity for academics to 
notch up another line on their 
CVs. Apart from a staging of 
TiU We Have Faces — Lewis* 
retelling of die myth of Cupid 
and Psyche — the programme 
included dance, mime and ap¬ 
pearances by the actors Joss 
Ackland and David SucheL 
Add and, -who played Lewis 
the television verson of 


sliver of the New World. Most 
of the 600 or more participants 
were from the United Stales. 

The body which organised 
the event, the C.S. Lewis Foun¬ 
dation, has its home in Califor¬ 
nia. And in the same way that 
many of the most important 
Lewis family papers are now 
stored at Wheaton College in 
Illinois, so The Kilns, Lewis* 
unpretentious home in Head- 
in gton. is now in American 
-hands too. The foundation* 
volunteers have renovated it 
as part of plans to turn it into a 
study centre. 

Although there is an active 
CS. Lewis Society 
in Oxford, it goes 
without saying that 
most of die sightse¬ 
ers who turn up at 
The Kilns are 
American, too. The 
foundation* presir 
dent, Stanley Matt¬ 
son (American, nat¬ 
urally), does his 
best to put a diplo¬ 
matic gloss on this, 
repeating the old 
saw about proph¬ 
ets being without 
honour in their 
own country. He 
also points out 


country which takes its reli¬ 
gion seriously, Lewis is regard¬ 
ed as a writer of consequence. 
Britain (or rather. England) 
may have an established 
Church, ami sales of New Age 
crystals may be booming, but 
indifference is the order of the 
day as for as mainstream 
Christianity is concerned. 

Lewis* reputation has suf¬ 
fered accordingly, especially 
among the opinion-forming 
classes, who are all too ready 
to relegate him to the chil¬ 
dren’s comer. While the recent¬ 
ly published collected works of 


his 


6 In this 


country 
we prefer 
a tabloid 
view of 
Lewis? 


in 


Shadowlands. delivered a re¬ 
enactment of Lewis* inaugu¬ 
ral Cambridge lecture, “De De- 
scriptione TeraporunT. Su- 
chet’s contribution took the 
form of a reading of the fa¬ 
mous 1941 sermon. The 
Weight of Glory. 

Susan Howatch, author of 
die bestselling series of reli¬ 
gious novels that includes 
Glamorous Powers : was on 
hand too. But what would cer¬ 
tainly have struck any visitor 
was that this celebration large¬ 
ly amounted to a transplanted 


that the 
number of British visitors has 
increased since die success of 
Richard Attenborough* film 
of Shadowlands. At least 
when Mattson goes into a 
shop in Oxford to order goods 
on behalf of the foundation die 
locals do recognise Lewis* 
name, even if they have Antho¬ 
ny Hopkins* face in their im¬ 
aginations. Progress of sorts. 

One prosaic cause of die 
dearth of British voices at the 
qcnferenre must be the founda¬ 
tion* somewhat braphazard ap¬ 
proach to generating publicity. 
The United States academic 
grapevine takes priority; con¬ 
tacting overseas journalists 
seems to be of less concern. 

But there is a deeper expla¬ 
nation, reflecting a cultural 
gulf. In (he United States, a 


near contemporary 
George Orwell at¬ 
tracted reverential 
reviews, it is diffi¬ 
cult to imagine 
Lewis — whose 
plain speaking ech¬ 
oes that of Orwell 
— being the recipi¬ 
ent of quite as 
much adulation in 
the Sunday book 
pages. We shall see 
come November. 

It was certainty 
noticeable that 
when AN. Wilson 
published his 
thoughtful if some¬ 


times sceptical Lewis biogra¬ 
phy in 1990, much of the cover¬ 
age focused on his subject's al- 
feged sado-masochistic tenden¬ 
cies. If die stalwarts of die 
foundation risk idealising him 
as an unsullied propagator of 
the Good News, the British of¬ 
ten seem to prefer the News of 
the World approach. 

One reason far Lewis* popu¬ 
larity in the US is that polem¬ 
ics such as Mere Christianity 
and the infernal satire of The 
Screwtape Letters coincided 
with the rise of a postwar evan¬ 
gelist movement that was seek¬ 
ing intellectual respectability. 
The Ulsterman, who held a fel¬ 
lowship at Magdalen, and lat¬ 
er the chair of medieval and 
renaissance literature at Cam¬ 
bridge, proved the ideal candi¬ 
date. Lewis* own experiences 
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in academe — particularly at 
Oxford — were not entirely 
happy. As Wilson pointed out: 
"There is nothing Like worldly 
success on the part of one aca-. 
demic to make all the others 
hate him or her." 

Out of step with the domi¬ 
nant materialist worldview, 
“Jack” found solace in the fic¬ 
tional world of Narnia in the 
late 1940s. Another co n ference 
speaker, Charles Colson — 
once Richard Nixon* hatchet- 
man before Watergate led him 
to become a born-again Chris¬ 
tian —believes the shift in em¬ 
phasis worked very much to 
Lewis* advantage. 

“He was smart enough to re¬ 
alise that to be arrayed against 
the faculty at Oxford would in¬ 
volve him in a ground war all 
the time against intellectuals 
who held a naturalistic view¬ 
point, and that he might not 
succeed,” says Colson. 

“But by appealing to the im¬ 
agination. by appealing to the 
aesthetic senses, he could by¬ 
pass all of that He devoted 
himself to penetrating the im¬ 
agination. which is perhaps a 
more elective way to reach the 
culture. Rrople are moved by 
moral literature more than 
they are by moral exposition." 

From the science fiction of 
Perelandra to the Etezaiy anal- 

yas of An Experiment in Criti¬ 
cism, Lewis covered .a broad 
range of subjects. Americans, 
perhaps; also have a particu-,. 
lar affinity with his enthurir 
asm. Whatever the truth, it is a 
vision, as Mattson observes, 
that transcends professional 
as well as national barriers: 

"Most of us academics nar- • 
row our area of study and we 
become so monumentally ex¬ 
pert in it that we demonise it 
as the only important area. 
Lewis, in contrast, embraced 
the world of interests. He had 
crane to an understanding of 
some things, but there was a 
whole lot he did not under- 
staiKLHewasjustafellowpO^ 
grim in the walk of fife.” 
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CS. Lewis, photographed in 1950. His rather cosy image in Britain as at children* storyteller is overdue for reappraisal 
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French with tears 


A perfectly 
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T he Aix-en-Provence Fes¬ 
tival, rdaunched under 
new management has 
certainly caused a stir in its 
50th anniversary year. Pfeter 
Brook* minimalist, modern- 
dress staging of Mozart* Don 
Giovanni (reviewed by Rod¬ 
ney Milnes on July 21] pro- , 
voiced a handful of vocal pro- , 
tests, but that was nothing to 
the storm of borang and coun¬ 
ter-cheering which erupted at 
the dose of the new production 
of Bartok’s duo-drama. Duke 
Bluebeard’s Castle, at the 
open-air Th&tre de Larche- 
vfiche last wedeend. After rap¬ 
turous applause for the sing¬ 
ers and dancers and for the 
conductor, Pierre Boulez ^— the 
French avant-gardist who 
once advocated the burning 
down of all opera houses — a 
substantial proportion of the 
audience howlEd down the di¬ 
rector. the cult German chore¬ 
ographer Pina Bausch, and' 
her design team. Pieter Pabsf 
(set and costumes) and Jean 
Kalman (joint lighting design¬ 
er with Bausch and Pabst). 

The first ten minutes of Bar- 
tOk’s crepuscular psychologi¬ 
cal opera were played with nei¬ 
ther music nor the spoken Pro- 
logue with whidi Bela Balaa 
prefaced his libretto. On to a 
haze, white, skew-whiff box is 
a black and white 
taken from a low-flying 
plane over a rapidly changing 
landscape. Have Bluebeard 
and his latest wife, Judit. ar¬ 
rived at his castle by air? 

The film dissolves into col¬ 
our dose-ups of gladioli and a 
middfe-agjed man — Blue* 
beard* alter ego?—enters, fol¬ 
lowed by a youth with a white 
kitchen chair. The young man 
stands on it. only to be pushed 
off by the older man. He runs 
off and the sequence is repeat¬ 
ed two or three times before 
the first man enters with a 
young woman and a bucket 
He pours water on to the floor 



Singers lose out to dancers 
in Pma Bausch* Bluebeard 


and wipes it up with the poor 
girl* hair. 

To Bausch* fans/groupies 
all this wifl probably be in¬ 
tensely meaningful: her work 
derives most of its energy from 
the conflict between male and 
female temperament and phy¬ 
sique, and she uses a comple¬ 
ment of eight young dancers to 
enact a sort of choreographic 
commentary on Bartfik* duo¬ 
logue of intermarital secrets, 
desires and bat- 
iusdi has staged 
before, but al- 
with a tape re¬ 
cording of the music and, 
truth to tefl, her Aix produc¬ 
tion looked as if she would 
have been happier without the 
singers, who appear to hinder 
the dancers^ movements, bare- 
ly moving and looking expres¬ 
sionlessly into the huddle dis¬ 
tance,. rarely at each other. 


Bartbfc* 
ways as a 


Needless to say, Bausch. cre¬ 
ates fascinating patterns of 
movement and memorable 
body sculptures, but all too of¬ 
ten her staging seems a critical 
gloss on the agility of dancers 
and the immobility of opera 
singers: Bluebeard. and his - 
new wife appear Eke obstacles 
in the way ra the bright young 
things who dash and dart fre¬ 
netically about the stage. Now¬ 
adays one doesnT expect to see 
seven doors in tins opera, nor 
the treasure, armoury, torture 
chamber and lake of tears be¬ 
hind them, but Bausch does 
not even begin to suggest the 
unlocking of the innermost re-. 
cesses of Bluebeard* soul ~ 
his increasingly insistent 
that'they symbolic. 

The performances of the 

singers, the Hungarian bass 
Laszlo P olgarand theremark¬ 
able Lithuanian .mezzo so¬ 
prano, Violetta Urraana, were - 
dramatically undernourished, 
but vocally resplendent Pot 
gar is without, question foe 
leading c on t em por a ry. expo- 
nent of Bluebeard, singing his 
native tongue with a grave 
beauty and world-weary trist-, 
esse which would have been as 
moving in a concert perform¬ 
ance. Urmana is certainly one 
of foe most thrilling young 
singers on. foe European cir¬ 
cuit nowadays. Her big, bright 
and sumptuous tone wflTkoan 
be on display as Princess Ebdi' 
in the Royal Opera* forthcom¬ 
ing performances of Don Car¬ 
los at Edinburgh.:. ' 

As in his many concert per¬ 
formances o£ Bartdk* opera, - 
Boulez conducted with a rare 
understanding of foe music* 
iridescent beauties : his Bflrtdk 
ts transparent bid sharply 
etched, never dreaihfly impres¬ 
sionistic, and he- dearly In-. 
' spired the Gustav' Mahler 
Youth Orchestra to'surpass 
themselves. 


British Britten 


O urituieraiitnoyaJ Op- 
. era company has 
played in some unex¬ 
pected venues over the past 
few..monfos, but-'none., more 
imposing* than foe 1 -medieval 
castle courtyard of Ofavmlioh 
-nai On accepting foe-in vita- - 
tiorito appearatfoe Savonlinr 
na Opera Festival this year, 
the Royal Opera, agreed to 
bring a British woik — Brit¬ 
ten* Fteter Gripes, in Elijah 
Moshinsky* 1975 staging — 
arid offered also an instal¬ 
ment of ite Venfi cyde,I Mar 
snodferi, oevff {Re^ouslyper- 

formedin Finland. 

The fate, appropriately 
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HU QH CANNING 


for London, was reviewed on 
thesepages on frfforst outing 
at Baden Baden ; in June. In 
both .shoris* the Rqyal^ Opera 
covered itself vtifo 'gldiy, set¬ 
ting new standards at^hvon- 
. tmna .iii Vbcal and orcbeStral 

■ ensemMe. c ' 

Under Elgar Howaith* con¬ 
fident direction, foe gathering 
storm (physical and. psycho¬ 
logical) was depicted superia^ 
tivety by foe orchestra, from 
foe firs intimations of rising 
tension in Act L through the 
approach of fite storm (thriv¬ 
ing choral, work here too) to 
the Storm interlude frsdt 
whose dissonant brass and 
Wind sonorities cut bitinrfy 
through the texture. Effective 
too wasthe way Howarth ex¬ 
ploited foe complex polypho^ 
ny of the btikmng. mttartude- 
to suggest flte buiyhess and 
frictions' of mriimunily JjRj,-” 
The choral tinging was exed 
lent throughout and the cli¬ 
mactic. accusatory cries of 
Grimes* name, would have 
been even more terrifying but 
•for a niece of mistiming . 

. . . Heading a sfrong cast was 
Anthony Roife Johnson* sur- 
Jy. uncompromising Grimes. 


.He makes liitie attempt at foe^ 
sympafoy vote, playing up I* 
fisherman* belligerence, 
raising the question of just ^ r_. 
what it is about him that the Oj. y -. 
community can't abide not so ’ 

modi the 'poetic instinct 
(though Now the Great Bear * 
and Fleiades was eloquent) as 

the propensity'to. violence (an » 4 
instinct that commonly co-ex- v? ^ 
ists with civilised behaviour). 

No less assfoed RSa Gil- ■ 

litfs wonderfaDy ^Trupathetic 

Ellen Orford, wise a host of 
exemjdary pJartsf&dudedthe 
craggy butwmarifrearted Bad- 
strode of Jonathan Summers; 

the dapper Ned Keene of \Vif 

Ham Dazdey, 'foe. 

Hobson ofT&deridc Earle, te' 
well as finri-rafe po r trayals cst 
Auntie, Bob.Bote, Swallow,^ 

Mrs SedSejr and the'Rhetoric 
from Claire. PowdL Riobiitt^ 


saucy u 



-- -. -- 

Leggafe'Eric Garr«t Gillian^V 
Knight and John Dohson. ^ 

' The .transfar of. Moship^J ‘ 
sky* production to foe SmiAk • >j.. 
linna stage; erecuted by 
drew Stodair, was not ^ 



ly wide but shallow stage^gt-1^.-^ 
qui^areworkmg of crutm^^ 
scenes and a refomking dfOTX 4 V 
trances'and odteJm.™ v 

acts, chtoactera.wexetoo 

m mmnrwi’irfiiif ; 

.sfage,. with inaudflrfe result? 

: The ability of the company 

and give as «- * 

performance 
hope to hear ontyi A 

alism. 

■bi 
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As thousands of pdrformers Arrive 
in Edinburgh, yigel Cliff argues 
that the amateur spirit of the Fringe 
remains essential to its success . 


D 


(ring the Fringe -. fenngs include such exoticaas 
has long been, an. : foeLady Boys of Bangkok (16 
obligatory -rite of - female impersonators from a 
Mi —^ passage fcflr aspii*-' Thaiifightdub) and Lord Glen- 
ix^g performers, directors* and Conner* Elastic Band, a pair 
the vast invisible sjrmy of ofidentical, acrobatic 25-year- 
backstage staff who keep pie \ old twins who have never been 
whole thing, going. Money is outside St Luda.; 


lost egos are bruised, many - .Thee is the usual smatter- 
vow rawer to act again. But ' ing of foe hopelessly obscure 
most people have the time of 'aim. the gratuitously off- 
their lives. And once in a . putting. At the Laboratory, a 

__.v..._ _•_~ _, . i ■ 


while, amid the chaos, some¬ 
one is discovered — and every-’ 
one else goes through it. all 
again, hoping to be next 


minuscule and:-very basic 
20-seater. tbe shows are hard¬ 
ly going for popular appeal.— - 
one-fa called Not (f you were 


So it has been for most ofthe ^the last comic on earth; anoth- 


past 50 years. To- _.__ 

day. though, if you 
believe the head- - 4 T?q 
lines, the Fringe is • 

little more than a r-_ \ 

trade fair for UTSt 
stand-up comics;, 
theptace, as ones ■ jir 
critic puts it where' J • 

TV peoples meet ____j 
comedy people and OOmc 
plan next yeans. ■ i , ' 
programmes. One 1 
commercials pm- - . t 
tfucer — asking to 
be anoqymobs to lAiUU 
avoid a stampede ^__ —il 
of indignant stu- ' v . 
dents — says that people whb 
take obscure but worthy plays 
to Edinburgh today “are con¬ 
fusing the Edinburgh Fringe, 
with the lunatic fringe 1 *. 


4 For the 
firsttime 
: actors 
come from 
1 fevery ■ 


■ -. er goes by the im- 
bookable, name of 
r. the XVBXRPL. And, 
for die first time, 
evoy continent Is 
time re pr esented: 47 
companies came 
QfS ■ from the US, in- 
chxfing 517 pailid- 
lpants m tbe Ameri- 
ITOm can High School 
► ' • ftstivaL 

JTy '• You cant stop 
-. • people from com- 

lwl f5 mg. it seems; but 
jp* 1 everyone : agrees 
■ that it' takes more 

nerve than ever to 
put a show an the Fringe. 
Even die Fringe director. Hi-. 
taxy Strong, recognises die 
problem. “The Fringe has ai¬ 
rways been precarious.’* she. 



Tiny bUt perfecdy formed: lack of a conventional Stage, or a conventional h nfldmg , has never been a harrier tn the mdomfeahle pef farmn s who mrftf th e annu al trip tn E dtnh tirgh 


You can see his pant Every Say& “but it* worrying that so 
August the entire London TV - many companies are nowde- 
and dub-comedy circuits de-.pend^ on corporate monsor- 
camp to Edinburgh, install ship- Anyone can still take 


themselves in die Big Hired 
venues (the Assembly Roans, 
Pfeasance and Gilded Ball¬ 
room) and rake in jAmters and 
cash. This year they , include; 


! Three pari but I wouldn’t always ad- 
Rootns, vise them that they shoukL" 
d Ball- But the Fringe is one of 
mandv those fiercely loved institu- 
indude-; tionS that every performer. 


Paul Merton, Lee-and Her- venue manager or sceriMbift-. 
ring. Baddid and Skinner and, er thinks be owns, and the is- 
Roty Bremner. Wfifleit is un* ;sue df the new professionalism 
deniably thrilling for wodkl- • amuses strong passions. “ITC 
be student actors or amateur 'fine if you want to see srane- 
comedians to mingle furtively thing live that you've already 
with the famous faces, the at- seen on the box. fait that* not 
mospherc is inevitably - wrtiattheFHi^ 


Qakin. angrily accuses come¬ 
dy agentsra "cynically taking 
over the Fringe” and setting 
up their own exriosive mini¬ 
festivals. But he traces most 
problems bade to the decision 
of the big three venues to join 
forces in the early Nineties, cre¬ 
ating apowerful publidty ma¬ 
chine that smaller outfits are 
unable to match. 

In many casts, indeed, get¬ 
ting a venue up and running 
.atall is a small miracle. The 
managers of Greyfriars Kirk 
House had a mmo- disaster a 
couple of years ago when, driv¬ 
ing up from London with their 
whole venue loaded into the 
bade of a van, they were 
stopped by police on the Ml 
for driving an overloaded vehi¬ 
cle and (after a rehearsal-can¬ 
celling delay) forced to trans¬ 
fer to a seven-ton forty, hired 
at great expense. 


T be Fringe has always 
relied on the commit¬ 
ment of small venue 
managers, but now it 
relies on their largesse too. 
Greyfriars’ Colin Kne says 
that he and his co-directors 
“aim to cover our costs: we oer- 
trinly don't aim to make any 
money”. Like many, they re- 
tum to Edinburgh simply be¬ 
cause they love it “It’S the mag¬ 
ic of creation: we go into an 
empty room and in a couple of 
days tom it into a theatre.” 


changed. The mdssy. shaggy 
old Fringe, it seems, has ac¬ 
quired a new slickness. 

Look more dosely, though,- 
and in ewry back room you, 
will come across the old-style 
Fringe dinging on. always val¬ 
iantly. sometimes exuberantly 
and occasionally with breath¬ 
taking artistry. This year's of? 


the Fringe board member Earl 
Qakin. With more than -400 
shows to his name since 1963, 
Qakin claims to be the 
Fringe* most-performed artist 
of all time; a familiar sight to 
generations of Ftingegoe r s. 
padding up and down the 
High Street in his phis-fonrs 
and spate. 


These sort of people keep the 
Fringe going against all odds; 
these, and the performers who 
share the risk. Sarah Buck- 
land, vanx manager of South- 
side. says “companies are get¬ 
ting more ingenious at market¬ 
ing. They have to work a bit 
harder to utilise the resources 
they have." 

One group that __ 

has had to work 
.harder tins year C\\71 

cranes from Royal 
Holloway in Lon-. , « j 

don. Lifts, a. hevt ail J 

musical directed by 
Stuart Smith, in tO?( 

his seventh year on ® 

it’s li 

centfy found itself 
without funding CQOr 

“The sponsors 
didn't want to sup- fj _ 

port a university UlCV 

group,” Smith ■ 

says. The whole 
piece, originally written for a 
17-piece orchestra, has been re- 
orchestrated for ten. and re¬ 
hearsals will take place in Ed¬ 
inburgh. The show has yet to 
sell a single ticket 

But Smith takes these set¬ 
backs in his stride. “Comedi¬ 
ans’ promoters only need to 
mention a name, but we will 
just have to spend 15 minutes 
with each potential customer 
selling tile show ” 

Of course, there is always 


t Whenit 
all fuses 
together 
it’s like an 
enormous 
firework 5 


the hire of making it big: the 
Fringe is still a {dace where an 
amateur can turn up, be dis¬ 
covered and return as aprofes- 
sional Pip Utton first took 
part seven years ago as a “big 
egotrip”: now, after a string of 
unlikely successes including 
Adolf, a one-man show about 
Hitler's last day, and the simi- 
. lariy morbid Han¬ 

cock* Last Half 
gjl it Hour, he has given 

up his career as a 
dweller to be a pro- 
UiCg fessaana] aetpr. ’ .. 

. Along the way he 
had the usual few 
hiccups. Once he 
, was reduced to per- 

lC dll forming a "dire, 

semi-intellectual 
llOilS musical”. Moun¬ 

tain BeUy and 

"irlr 5 R<x *y Fac ^ about 

ji jv the visit by a Scot- 

— fish poet to the 

house of Ben John¬ 
son. to an audience of "two 
drunk, bearded Scotsmen". "It 
was only at the raid that I dis¬ 
covered that one of the two 
was a world expert on Bums." 

But he perseve r ed, and this 
year he presents several plays, 
including the work! premiere 
of Labels by Louis de Bemi- 
eres, about a man who collects 
catfood tin labels, and the even 
more bizarre Godswallop, 
which takes as its premise the 
idea that the Demi is God* 


butler, andfa unknowingly be¬ 
ing punished for his slip-ups 
by being made responsible for 

evfiL 

Utton is optimistic aboutthe 
Fringe* future. "Its job is to. 
provide a festival where any¬ 
body can perform, and any¬ 
body can. Some of the most cre¬ 
ative people in tbe ootmtiy 
crane together. Everybody 
wants everyone to succeed be¬ 
cause it reflects well on the 
whole tiling.. Tbe atmosphere 
is electric. There are so many 
young performers who bring 
energy, combined with a lot of 
experience. When it all fuses to¬ 
gether it* like an enormous 
firework that goes off fra three 
and a half weeks” 

It is this sort of success story 
that leads most to reject the no¬ 
tion that the Binge, tbe quin¬ 
tessential laisser-taire institu¬ 
tion, can or should be protec¬ 
tionist “Ihe Fringe started as 
a group of people who weren't 
invited to tbe proper festival 
and felt they should have 
been," argues Sarah Buck- 
land. "It* a living, breathing 
entity: it changes every year 
with the people. It* the over¬ 
whelming diversity that 
makes it such a wonderful 
thing. Does anybody have the 
right to intervene?* 

Rjt most visitors the Fringe 
is still one big party. "Same 
came to maximise their publid- 
ty, some come to be discov¬ 


ered." says Hilary Strong. 
“But an awful lot come for ftm. 
for a cultural holiday, and we 
are defighfed if they liave a par¬ 
ty. get drunk and see some 
shows along the way”. 

Jonathan Histed is a. Fringe 
regular who, for foe past II 
years, has taken time out from 
his job as manager of a large 
laundry firm fohdp oufwiih 
tiie lighting and sound on nu¬ 
merous . plays, and watch 
countless others. *Tt* injelteo- 
tual hedonism," he says. ‘You 
don't get ft anywhere else." 

. So how do prospective punt¬ 
ers avoid hype and discover 
the stimulating? Don't expect 
luxury, says Strong: “People 


talk romantically about the 
true'Fringe spirit, and then 
complain that there* no air- 
conditioning.’’ 

TJselhe Fringe brochure as 
your biUe," says Earl Oakin. 
"Don't be pomaded that all 
the best stun is in the big three 
venues.” Jonathan Histed 
agrees: "listening to people 
while standing in queues you 
get the best advice of all. Take 
a risk: foe sensation of bong 
on foe verge of discovering 
something '.stunning and 
unique makes it worthwhile." 

'• The Edinburgh Festival fringe 
runs from Sunday to August 31. 
Box officer 0l3t~22o 5 138; inquiries: 
0131-226S257 


From saucy to sentimental 


T here ctaYt be many peo¬ 
ple who could put to-' ’ 
gether a show like this. ‘ 
But wnbr the impresario LB-' 
fan Hochhauser suddenly had 
a week to fill at the Cdfisenm i 
foe must-have Realised that 
Wayne Sleep would come up ' 
trumps. And he has, with 
Dash, an evening of dance 
that is part music-hall, part 
baBragala—and afl good fun. 



f I 

V 


Nice bells, but 
no other appeal 

O ne composer* hom¬ 
age to another be¬ 
came tbe tribute to a 
third when this Prran was dedi- - 
cated to Alfred Schnittke, who 
died on Monday. The sched¬ 
uled opening, Anno part* Can¬ 
tus in Memory of Benjamin 
Britten, could not have been Eastern and Western nxusica 
more appropriate even traditions. Here die composts 
though Schnittke and P9rt had - mixes his ingredients haphaz 
very different voices, they were arefly, moving from minimal 
neto contemporaries in the So- ' ism to Mahler without hesrta 
viet Union: Cantus achieves tioo. Borrowings indudi 



With tiie help of an eager 
and energetic comput? (many 
drawn from Engtifo National 
Ballet and Northern Ballet 
Theatre) Sleep has concocted a 
programme that runs from 
camp to classical, from saucy 
to sentimental, from Giselle to 
Gilbert and Sullivan. Every- . 
one on stage looks to be hav- ; 
ing the time of their lives. 
duding Steep who. at 50, is 
still the diminutive dynamo,’ 

(fashing off turns like a torna¬ 
do. He dances in more titan 
half of the items—there are 17 
or so — and be contributes 
much of the choreography, 
peppy, petit allegro numbers. - 
Sleep uses his own reserves 
wisely so that wftenhe does let-: 
rip the speed arid virtuosity, 
are still there. But it* the per-- 
sonaGty — and humour — of 


Rimeafoeriiig a Princess: Wayne Sleep and friends in Tribute to£fezna.“puresdunaltc" 


a star in the West End. 1 You. 
can see it mCTiqp/m, a charm¬ 
ing mimed vignene which fea¬ 
tures a park bench, a flapper 


(the lovely Judy Steadman), a 
-drunk and Skep as the pint- 

■ sized comedian. More predktt- 
bte, and as broad as tbe M25, 
fa Sleep* contribution to Cyg- 
nets. his parody of the famous. 
quartet from Swan Lake. 
while his Tweedledum (or Is it 
Tvwedfcdec?) wifo Graham 

. Fletcher is funny without go¬ 
ing overboard. 

After years in showbiz; 
Steep is working with ballet 
dancers again. He introduces 
us to some lovelies, such as the 

■ 16-year-old American Metises 
Wishinski. who knocked *m' 
dead in the-Don Quixote Pas 
fa Deux with Yat Sen Chang. - 
She is strong tike tot ox, and 
binsting with confidence.' I 
hear-foe* heading our . way 
looming to flic Royal BaHefl so 
I expect we will be bearing 
more of her. And Timothy 
‘Mefady from the Hartford Bal¬ 


let in America is another im¬ 
pressive new face. 

Every baBtt gala needs its 
fait of class and-DasA has Tho¬ 
mas Edur and Agnes Oaks. 
This Ktfcwian husinndant 
wife team — who I am happy 
to report me returning to ENB 
next season — are an elegant 
duo. who instantly raised the 
tone of the evening in both of 
their glorious pas de deux. 
Who else could have taken the 
sage after Wilson. Knqfle and 
Betty’s famous Sana Dance 
frnmus tiie sand, but with 


and ghm os a Giselle Pas fa 
Deux that made us believe we 
were in a moonlit forest inhab¬ 
ited by foe ghosts of dead 
maidens? The effulgence of 
Oaks and Edur* Romantic 
style wasa wonderful contrast 
to foe earthy hilarity else¬ 
where. And in the second hal£ 


their Sleeping Beauty Pas de 
Deux-was enchanting. 

There wraea couple of gaffs. 
Kirk Peterson's LAprtts midi 
dun fame went down like a 
bad joke in good company: a 
vulgar interpretation of a far 
mifcsoHe,ftteftonew«ider- 
ing how we were meant to take 
its rutting gnat-men And 
Sleep* Tribute to Diana, 
which revisits tiie night he 
danced a duet with the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales ala Covenf Gar¬ 
den gala in 1965. is pure 
schmaltz. It* now a solo (with 
the addition of . a few chilfren 
for good measure) danced by 
Stem to Billy Joel's Uptown 
Gin. A mawkish bow to Di¬ 
ana* photograph and a single 
white rose placed centre stage 
complete foe tribute. StflL it 
could have been worse. 

Debra Craine 


its hypnotic aim through very 
simple means, wifo a befl toll¬ 
ing against mournful string 
scales, played here with shim¬ 
mering trarishicence by the 
BBC Scottish. 

Bells featured prominently 
in Tan Dun* Heaven Earth 
Mankind — Symphony 1997. 
given its first European per¬ 
formance under the compos¬ 
er* baton. Commissioned to 
mark Hong Kong* reunifica¬ 
tion with China, and pre¬ 
miered there last July, the 
seme calls for full orchestra: 
children* choir, cello soloist 
and bianzhong, a massive set 
; of chromatically toned bells 
based on a Z500^ear-old ex¬ 
ample excavated 20 yean ago. 
The stage was dominated oy 
the spectacular-looking Impe- 
' rial Befl Ensemble of China, 
'and uftnnately they provided 
the (*tiy memorable moments 
of the 60-mimite work. 

Even by blockbuster stand¬ 
ards thepieoe makes a crude 
impressiraL The suddenly fash¬ 
ionable composer seems to 
have sokl cmt to commerrial- 
istmirishardtorecognisethe 
Tkn Duii of his earlier, imagi¬ 
native encounters between 


Eastern and Western musical 
traditions. Here the composer 
- mixes his ingredients haphaz¬ 
ardly, moving from minim a 1- 
ism to Mahler without heritar.. 
tioo. Borrowings indude 
Beethoven* Ode to Joy and a 
tune from Turandot, and Hol¬ 
lywood is seldom far away/ 
Ranging from sonorous, 
low chimes to magical befls: 
tiie bianzhong coloured foe - 
score with their distinctivetim- 
bre. Only a few other rfpfgng 
were arresting, but tbe sounds 
of sheet theatre were evoca¬ 
tive, the singing of the New; 
London ChSaren* Choir was 
strong, and foe sdo cetio fine 
(Yo-Yo Ma, no less) carried oc- 
casionaBy haunting iriflec- ! 
tions of Chinese tunes. The 
onfy possible explanation.vfor 
such a musical rmritmash fa 
that it reflects aff mo faithfully 
our indiscriminate culture. ~- 
Vaughan wnfiams* Fifth 
Symphony, which completed 
foe programme, is ramricabfe 
for not reflecting its oca: it was 
premiered, in foe Albeit Hall, 
during 'wartime. Even under, 
tte generalised baton ctf Jerzy 
Maks ymiuk something of fee 
work* spedal mystical quality 
came across. Fine playing 
from tiie o rch est ra ensured 
that its Puckish humour and 
serenity were eroked too. 

John Allison 

■4 


GREAT BRITISH HOPES 


Rising stars in Ihe arte firmament 
ADAM BLOOM 

Age 27. 

Profession: Stand-up come- 
riiflu 

Where? In Edinburgh pre¬ 
senting a one-hour solo 
show. Also on Channel 4 in 
Edinburgh or Bust, a six- 
part series starting tonight 
foat will follow the ups and 
downs of. five fancied com¬ 
ics throughout the festival. 

In wifli a dunce of a Perri¬ 
er Comedy Award,' then?' 

Well, the Channel 4 series fa 
produced by Richard Os¬ 
borne,. who has pro- 
gruzuned tire Edinbik kIi ^ gjjd Qf a gjg, j suffer 

PleaSai 25 r .from world fright-™ 

. tbe past three years; select¬ 
ing all six Perrier winners. -. . SdMescriptiont Td kill 

. . ■ j_. anybody else who said this 

”5 * Jecn ^* c • but it fa conceptual, philo- 

^ statical stuff. I like taking 
some Btfle detail and rwfat- 
; end mbs. Ifochit start wnt- mg it until it fa ridiculous." 
mg jokes until I was I9and I 

. didn't appear on stage until . Next step? "World domina- 
1 was 23. You can*be aco- Son. ..win tbe Pexrier... 
median much younger than work in Hollywood. No, Dn 
that. It* not funny.” still at the stage where I 

think I want to do stand-up- 
An hour's stand-up must, for the rest of my life.” 

Ire pretty nervwaefcmg?-! Mrr-wr 

don’t get stage fright I get iNWjrtL, 

nervous two imnutes before WlIXIAMSON 
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Musical murder 


RECOMMENDED TODAY 


Guide to arts end entertainment comport by Janes Christopher 


LONDON 


4HERQ: The Jungle music piomera 
haadlrte their first UK gig bachad by 
a whopping gra* cast <* 2 *. Tto 
band showcase songs tom ttwir 
acdaimod detail atounu Tdo Pages. 
with support tram ttw BeWorcod 
DJB-- 

Bloomsbury Theatre, WC1 
(0171-388 6822). TortgW. Bpov 


BBC PROMS: The Northern Staton 
under Jean-Bemard Pommtar. 
performs a geleeiion of rfasakal 
maM B i piacee tadutoigBossWe 
overture, The /cotton CSrt ui Algiers, 
Matarfs Symphony No40 and 
Chopfn'a First Plano Concerto played 
by the conductor. Also rm the 
programme Is a London pramtara by 
tne wctotara's composer te 
association, John Caftan. 

ABiert HaS (0171-569 8212). Tonight. 
7.30pm-0 


KEN BUTLER: Butter's experimental 
. art wtate Incorpora te potted ptonO 
and btaomearanged She paWfcigs 
lb dramattcaUy shsrt-drcuit the 
natattorottp between nature and art 
Arrangacf on white shetaas and 
ordered into formal blocks o< colour, 
he wittily explores an unusual 
attemattm to pafctfog and pigment 
Damian Sms's works complement 
tHs instaiatton with mecBtationa on 
the theme of nature and painting. 
Richard Sefcnon Galcry, WB 
(017t-60ZB484). Today. 
I0arrv540pm. Ural September 15. 



Is this the future of art? Ken 
Bader at Richard Salmon 


HAPPY SAVAGES: Two couples 
meet In Ryan Cnrig 1 * play: aax 
without kwe dashes against love 
wOhoH sax. Directed by David Evens 
Rees tor Pluto Productions. 

Lyric StucBO, Wfl (0181-741 
8701/2311). Opens tonight, BpntUffB 

August 22.0 


ELSEWHERE 


scores and ammgementa, tha I 
MDer Orchestra (UK) otters a night 


of puna nastofgte an If recreates Um 
big bend sound of the 1830s and 
1940s inducing the signature tune, 
MoonU&u Serenade. 

Snaps MaBbiflS Concert Hto{01728 
453543). Tonight, 730pm. 
OHCHESTEft SintonCadow plays 
Fblatafl In CMrecsst Midnight, the 
stage version of the Henry IV and. 
Henry V plays adapted by Orson 
WeBas. WBb Keith Baxter, Tam 
Warns and Surah Bade!.'.. . 

FSsttvarntMlre, (01243 781312). 
Previews tonight, 730pm-Opens Aug 

11,730pm. Urtfl September 5-B 
HARROGATE? Prindpafeltom toe ' 
Nmr YnrVi Tty ITiHrt p eftriimUT irtn 
by a rwyer generation of American 
chcraographara Influenced by ■ 
George Balanchine. With wofcsby 
Christopher cfAmboisa. WIMnnT' 
Forsythe and Christopher Whsekfon. 
Hanuya ts Mwe edo ne l Cantm 
(0M235657S7). Tonight. 730pm. 


NEW WEST END SHOWS 


Jeremy Kingston's choice of theatre showing In London 
■ Honan full, returns only Kl Some Mats awaSable 0 Seels at al prices 


□ CLOSBi THAN EVER; The 
satirical Richard Mattby/Dorid Shire 
musical. set to a New York subway 
train. Cast inductee Helen Hobson 
and Beverley Klein. 

Jemty n Street, SWl (0171-287 
2875). 

□ ROOM AT THE TOP: Lumpy 
production ot the John Brahie novel 
on sodal cfimbng in the 1950s. Roy 
Maraden dkscis stage premrere. 
King's Heed, Ni (0171-2261916). 
8pm. Opens July 22.730pm. 


O AFTHt DARWBt Tlmberiake 
Wsrtanbdcer'SHxnaNent play, casting 
light on moiaflUes dd and new. 
Lindsay Posner (frecte. 

Ha mpstead Theatre, NW3 (0171-722 
9301) 


■ OKLAHOMA!: Tha mtfrnown 
musical stam Josebia Gabriefla, 
Hugh Jackman and Maureen Uprnan 
t Bier. Trewor Nunn dreas. 


Natlonaf Theatre (Obvtar), SE1 
(0171-4523000). Until October 3. 

□ SUGAR SUGAR; Stem Banfs 
rwW Scarborough sax drama, short 
on plot tart bunting with character. 
Bosh, W12 (0181-743 3388) 

□ WHAT YOU GET AND WHAT YOU 
EXPECR Engrossing French sake 
by Jaan-Marie BeoaeL exposing 
power play at work and home. 

Lyric, WB (0181-741 2311). 

■ WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND: 
Lloyd-Webber's now musical, 
relocated to Amafoa’a Bbte Beit, 
dwidedihe office but ojrfancee are 
happy. Stem Marcus Lovett and 
Lottie Mayor. Gaia Edwards drects. 
Aldwych, WC2 (0171-416 6003). 

□ SHAKESPEARE'S VILIAMS: 
Steven Bericdl exposes the Bard’s 
vaingtarfous vOains. 

Theatre Royal. H a y ma rtcta. SWl 
(0171-8308800) 


FILMS ON GENERAL RELEASE 


Geoff Brown's choice of the beat movies 


NEW RELEASES 


cti ttwir house. With Mfchad 
director, RobSkdv 


DOCTOR DOUTTLE (PG)OocJor 
Edde Murphy finds a new lease at 
■e talcing to Die anlmsls. Rude tartly 
comedy, a tong way from Hugh . 
Loffihg's stories- Matter. Betty " 
Thomas. 


DANCE OF THE WIND (U): DaBcdte 
drama abou a cbsstoal Indan sfrigv 
who toeos her voice. Director. Ra(wi 
Kho3a-W*hJ®u Gidnani. , 


LOST IN SPACE (PG): Adventures to 
space wtfh the Robinson family. 
Bloated ad-fl btocktantar from the 
camp TV series of the 1960s, wan 
VWSam Hurt and Gary Oldman. 
Director, Stephen Hopkins. 


MONK DAWSON (18): Oathoflc priest 
has oonadonos troubles. Old-hat 
movie bom a j*xmg British cfteeox 
Tom Water. based on Ptom Paul 
Reed's noveLWRh John Mchio, 

Paula HamBon, Martin Kemp. 


THE GINGERBREAD MAN (I5fc. 
Atmospheric treattnenf-ofeJohn • 
Grisham story by Robert Abman wflh 
Kenneth Branagh as a Savannah 
lawyer and Embeth Devkfrz. 

LA GRANDE ILLUSKm (U): Renoir's 
great prison camp drama of 1937, 
with Pierre Fresnay, Jean Gabin, and 
htesabte Erich v on Stroheim as the 
Prussian camp commandanL 


PSYCHO (15): Janet Leigh checks 
into me Bates Motel, but doessha 
check out? Re-rataaaa d HtchcodCs 


GODZILLA (PG): a cold and brutal 
blockbuster. How, one wonders, dp 
tire authorities keep misplacing a 
sbfrsfnray high mutant Iburtl m Now 
York? Starring Matttww Broderick. 
Jean Reno, and Marta PMta. Director, 

rinliMni Fni iiiiliiii 

rtotana tarifrwjncTV 


shower-goers dter 38 yoore. WHi 
Anffmny Ratafia. 


HANA-BI (18): ThougNU blend of 
B» poetic end walert from cdt 
Japanese director Takeshi Ktoro. 


CURRENT 


THE CASTLE (16): Disarming, 
di-beat Australian comedy about a 
lairRy frgldng the r 


THE TVBEF (15): Absorbing, mi 
comic Russian drama about a young 
boy's file in lha 1950s with his single 
mother and a substitute father, a 
foie!. Directed by Pavd ChddireJ, 


No way to 


treat an 



W hat an odd evening. 

Douglas J. Cohen lias 
assembled a classy cast 
for his musical adapta¬ 
tion of the movie that back in 1968, 
brought Rod Steiger and Lee Remick 
to the screen as (respectively) a serial 
IriUer and a putative victim. Donna 
McKechnfe. who won a Tony for the. 
main role in A Chorus Line, has jet-;; 
ted in from New York. Joanna Rid- 
. ing, so memorable in the National's 
productions of Guys and.Dolis and-. 
Carousel . has come from wherever - 
Ridings gather in the summer. Tim 
Flavin, Paul Bown and Joan Savage 
have impressive credentials, too. And 
here they are, together in Central Lon¬ 
don^ tackiest theatre for a show it ' 
would be kindest to call amateurish. - 
Even tire set has a makeshift look, 
consisting as it mostly does of lots of/ 
brown frames with what appears to. 
be blade plastic taut inside them. It 
might suit a musical version of Beck- - 
ett’s Endgame, but whaTs supposed 
to be a darkly comic show about Man¬ 
hattan would be better served by al¬ 
most anythkig else. And there is hard¬ 
ly an aspect of the evening that pro¬ 
ceeds to unroll, or unravel, which 
could not be improved. 

We can. I suppose, believe that Fla¬ 
vin'S Kit a failed actor, might tiy to 
appease his dead mother, a famous 
actress, by impersonating priests, fla¬ 
menco dancers et al. murdering lady 
after lady, and so becoming a celebri¬ 
ty himself. We can even overlook the 
fact that his pudding-bowl haircut 
combines with his attempts at being 
sinister to create the quaint impres¬ 
sion of a trainspotter auditioning tor 
the role of Sweeney Todd. But when 
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the musical turns to Bown^ Mo 
Brummell and Riding's Sarah. Stone, 

' even credulity snaps. 

Since when did the New York PO-. 
■lice Department let so serenely unsuc¬ 
cessful a detective continue to head a 
. case? Until the end. Mo makes 
[y one deduction, which is that his 
girlfriend-to-be's walls have been van¬ 
dalised; and that is wrong, because 
he is looking at her posh abstracts. 
And where would as smart, cultured 
a woman as Sarah fall instantly in., 
love with this ramshackle dunce, ex¬ 
plaining in song that when he looked 
mto her eyes he saw right to her soul? 
In musicals which bungle their mood 
and tone, that's where. . . 

Flavin has a nice, gawky charm, 
but a voice like paint-stripper. Poor 
McKedmie plays victim after victim, 
plus the ghost of Kit’s horrid, pushy 
mother, but gets little chance to show 
her singing skills. Not that this mat¬ 
ters a lot. given the uneven lyrics and 
dodgy music. Indeed, the waste of tal¬ 
ent extends via Riding to Savage, 
who is the evening's second posses¬ 
sive mum, and the source of endless 
rofl-your-own Jewish jokes. Does any¬ 
one still laugh at lines like “18 hours 
of labour, and I give birth to this"? 

Benedict 

Nightingale 
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Wasted talents: Tim Flavin, Paul 


. Cohen’s adaptation 
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R un DMC might have 
-reached, a whole new - 
audience with the 
chart-topping Jason Nevins 
remix of Its Like That, but 
their history stretches way 
bade. Formed in New York in 
1982 by Joseph "Run” Sim¬ 
mons and Darryl “DMC” 
McDaniels, they are old skoal 
rappers who — along with 
their former Def Jam label 
mates the Beastie Boys and 
Public Enemy — were the first 
to fuse rap with rock music. 

In 1986. they became the 
kings of the rap/rock crosso¬ 
ver when they teamed up with 
Aenosmith to inject new life 
into Walk This Way and then 
dominated the charts with 
their Raising Hell album. 

Friday night’s one-off Lon¬ 
don show was divided into two 
halves. Initially, DJ Jason 
Mizel. better known as Jam 
Master Jay.hitthe decks wear¬ 
ing his trademark, black with 
matching hat. shades and gold 
chain. He was joined by Sim- 


Old skool 
rappers 



mons and McDaniels, who 
were also dressed in blade, al¬ 
though their T-shirts were ap¬ 
propriately offset by Adidas 
logos as they opened the set 
with My Adidas — a pointed 
sign of their old skool roots. 

“Old skool hip hop make 
some noise.” shouted McDan¬ 
iels, before demanding to 
know “How many people 
were down with Run DMC be¬ 
fore Jason Nevins?" The re¬ 
sponse was positive enough 
for him to lead the way 


through many of the band/s 
besfctaMwn.sre^s. with Qoh. 
Watch Gonna Do? in particu¬ 
lar unifying the crowd into one 
big party rap. 

The second half revealed the 
calmer side of Run DMC — 
significantly. Simmons and 
McDaniels had now swapped 
their black T-shirts for white 
ones. Among big hies like 
Walk This Way and Peter Pip- 
er were calls to God and, at the 
end of the set. Jam Master 
Jay’s young son was led on 
stage to deliver a short rap, 
which elicited a strange mix¬ 
ture of coos and aahs from the 
post-midnight dance crowd. 

Run DMC are all about 
peace, we were told from the 
stage, before being command¬ 
ed to raise our right hands and 
say. “Peace!” These days it 
seems that no matter bow ca¬ 
pable of raising hell Run 
DMC are, they have got one 
eye fixed on heaven. 


Ann Scanlon 


onSexsmith. itseems. 
4STnaJfloget-the best. 
kept seqrerin town. 
This was the Canadian sing-/ 
er-songvmter’s third visit,to 
Dublin.in a year, and this 
time he has graduated , to 'the 
1,000-caparity Olympia, the 
grand old Dante Street thea¬ 
tre. Talent wfl] ouL 
Often likened to EMs Cos¬ 
tello— who was one of his ear- 
‘ Best and most fervent support¬ 
ers — Sexsmith is less caustic 
arid a little more nostalgic 
than his English counterpart 
but shares five same ability to 
many a winning tune to I^ics ■ 
that extract the deepest dh 
sights from the most mun¬ 
dane observations of life. . 

Not a- syllable is squan¬ 
dered in these sparsely deco¬ 
rated narratives /— but the 
trick is in making the listener 
fill in the blanks. The current 
single, for instance Strawber¬ 
ry Blonde* about an old class- 
: mate's troubled childhood, is 
like-a three-hour movie coo-' 




verse 


setf-effacing humour shows 
..hfehss,Aft* 3 icfc tyiikthe.pre- 
rious poct pose struck-by so 
' many songsznitbs. 

.tie! also knows how to vary 
The , odd blues-rock 


a set 



densed into ftuee and a half 
minutes, pve;^'.the sphgs-are 
given plenty' of breathing 
. space thanks to the restra in t 

nffhe muffijaiifr lfii* hwanfifuL- 

ly evocative April After AU 
fihd5.the : drummer Swapping 
his small kit for , a cello and 
the bass player switching! to 
an acoocdipn. white for the 
ynstfvi Galbraith Street.Sex- 
smith goes it alone; thumbing 
his guitar-strings and tugging 
at our hearhstanjs. ~ 
'But cruditUy ■■ Senmufh, 
knows the importanoe of hot 
being earnest His engaging. 


stomp injects pace when need¬ 
ed and foere are even echoes 
of Neil Young’s power chords 
during Notftmg Good, when 
'Sexsmhh lets rip on. his re- 
verb-heavy electric guitar. 
There was also a brace of new 
' Soi^s frpm his forthcoming 
third, album, the most memo¬ 
rable being a philosophical 
ballad inspired by, the death 
. oC Jeff Buddey. . 

. Some•.surprising but well- 
judged covers took in the Lou¬ 
vain Brothers. Abba (a swing¬ 
ing Knowing Me, Knowing 
You creditably performed free 
of irony) and!Gordon Light- 
foot [In The Wee Small Hours. 
Sexsmith’s tribute to Sinatra, 
which bnhightthe show to an 
rad and the crowd to its feet). 
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Rachel Kelly 

reveals how new 
life is being ’ 
brought to areas 
ones written off 


R egeneration chic is a 
new' buzz phrase 
a ™ong developers, 
planners and;gov¬ 
ernment. It means “homes 
with downmarket urbanloca- 
tions but upmarket, archfect- 
designed interiors" and is at 
the heart of the Government's 
policy of urban regeneration 
John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, said at last 
month’s Urban Villages tR>- 
rura conference: “Urban ied- 
aissance is not just about iW 
living environment It is fore¬ 
most about people.”.. \ 

It is also about the" 4.4 mil¬ 
lion houses expected ro be 
needed in the next 20 years. As 
pressure mounts to try to 
avoid building on green belt 
land, die search is on to find ur¬ 
ban sites on brownfield land tb 
build anew and to refurbish 
what is already there. ; .T, 
As Lord Rogers of RiversideJ 
the chairman of the Urbari 
Task -Force charged by thet 
Government to spearhead re-1 
generation, says: “Hie debate! 
over where we should live] 
seems to have been, dominated 
by" two negative themes: the 
dual fears aLtearing up green 
fields or recreating Victorian 
slums.” .-.. ■ ■" 

The task force is Topress for 
a planning poEcy guidance 
note designed to. promote , ur¬ 
ban regene ration . Nigel 
Smith, the chairman of toe 
Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors land use and plan¬ 
ning committee and a partner 
at Drivas Jonas,. says: “A- 
chartge in statute is required 
giving focal: authorities and re-. 
gional de velopm en t aunties 
wider powers of acquisitiori. '* 
The task force, will submit 
an interim report before debv- 
ering its verdict next summer.. 

Two newprojects.typily the. 
best of urban regeneration: the 
Cornish: Place development in 
Sheffield and- the Colville 
Project in West London. 

At Cornish Place, one of the 


buildings are buzzing 



Cornish Place, Sheffield: once a cutlery factory, the Grade 11 building will be transformed into homes and work units 


original Sheffield ’ cutlery 
works in the rity centre on the 
banks of the Dm is to be trans¬ 
formed by GleesonHomes ' 
and English Partnerships, the 
government quango set up to 
try. to boost regeneration. The 
scheme features some iafthe,' 
: best practice now associated. 
with urban reg en erat i on, the'. 

I re-use of an existing bufitting, _ 
fits proximity to public trans¬ 
port anda mixed-use scheme, 
[with residential and commer¬ 
cial development- .. 
y The 23 acres , of derelict 
Grade 11 listed bufldihgs with'- 
me adjacent Brooklyn Works- 
will cost flmSSm to trans¬ 
form. English Partnership has ‘ 
raade a grant of EZ6 million,. 
There will a mixeduse devet. 
ownent, close to toe, Super-, 
trim rtifttd transport system 
and to Sheffields two universi¬ 
ties and teaching hospitals. 

, Constructed arouhd. 1820,_> 
the, buildings circle a.- central, 
courtyard and have been va¬ 
cant for a decade. There will 
be 9 01 homes and 12 work 
unit; ..a pub,’ commercial 


space, retail space and a gym. 
now almost de rigueur in new 
developments. Prices will 
range from £38,000 for a two- 
bedroom cottage to £80,000 
fora 1300 sq ft toft flaL The in¬ 
terior, will be modem Mini¬ 
malist, with bold colours such 
as cobalt blue or yellow, and 
some flats will have lbft-high ■ 
• ceilings. Old machinery still in 
ftexnill and workshops will be 
restored and retained in the 
. homes to enhance their indus¬ 
trial appeal. 

Clive Wilding, die manag¬ 
ing: director of Gleeson 
•“ Homes.- says: ‘There art very 
few residential properties in 
the area and retailers have left 
because of an. out-of-town 
shopping centre- Prices will re¬ 
flect the need to encourage 
homebuyers.” 

Paul Barber, from English 
Partnerships, hopes that toe 
scheme will kick-start further 
investment in the area. “We 
are committed to putting life 
bade into the city centre. 24 
hours a.day” he says. That 
means the concept of people. 


living and working m the 
area, which makes good sense 
for a modem way of life.” 

The Victorian houses in 
Colville Terrace, Netting Hill. 
West London, were once a 
blacks pot for crime. Drugs 
and prostitution thrived in the 
shadows of Colville Gardens 
anil Fowis Square. Now the 
houses are freshly painted 
white, cream and yellow, the 
outward sign of the urban re¬ 
generation aimed at tackling 
not just architecture, but depri¬ 
vation, drugs, lack of training 
and the unemployment of eth¬ 
nic minority groups. 


P enny Sychrava. from 
the Notting Hill 
Housing Trust, 
which donated E2rml- 
Ifon to die scheme and owns 
70 per cent of the houses in the 
area, considers that success 
stemmed partly from involv¬ 
ing local people. She says: “We 
needed to make sure that they 
had a say in gening rid of toe 
antisocial aspects cfihe area." 
The Colville Area. Council 


was set up to oversee the pro¬ 
ceedings and consisted of 
homeowners and tenants from 
different economic back¬ 
grounds. B ranks Ssa, a Not¬ 
ting Hill Housing Trust ten¬ 
ant. says: “We had a duty to do 

our best with the help of gov¬ 
ernment money. I went to 
most of toe planning meetings 
— up to three a week." 

Renovation of the buildings 
was the first stage of the ven¬ 
ture. The houses were used as 
family homes for only 20 years 
after they were built in the 
18S0s. were then convened m 
flats, and by the 1960s they 
were presided over by toe cor¬ 
rupt landlord Peter Rachman. 

The houses first had to be 
made structurally safe before 
they could be properly insulat¬ 
ed, soundproofed and made 
more secure. 

Fiona Austin. 33, a digital 
media consultant, has lived in 
the North Kensington area for 
11 years. She felt strongly that 
toe replanted green spaces — 
Powis Square and Colville 
Gardens — should not mirror 


garden squares in South Ken¬ 
sington. She explains: “I was 
apprehensive that they would 
become (ike South Kensington 
— ornamental and soulless." 
She raised toe issue at the 
Cohille Area Council meeting 
and. as a result, toe gardens 
have been designed with chil¬ 
dren in mind. The replanting 
has certainly encouraged the 
residents to interact far more 
than they once did. Many be¬ 
came involved in an adopt-a- 
tree scheme, and numerous 
balconies have beat brought 
to life through a best-windnw- 
box competition. 

Miss Austin says tbai toe 
problem with many regenera¬ 
tion schemes is that funds are 
speru by those who have little 
knowledge of the area. Involv¬ 
ing locals has led to toe rerival 
of a langdead community spir¬ 
it and Miss Austin has en¬ 
joyed gening to know the peo¬ 
ple in the area, who had previ¬ 
ously kept themselves to them¬ 
selves. 

Another big benefit is that 
street crime has fallen by 
39 percent. 

The residents’ information 
centre is open daily — >1 helps 
to solve problems and give ad¬ 
vice. and it discusses new ide¬ 
as with residents. The other fo¬ 
cal pomt is The Tabernacle, a 
converted red-brick Baptist 
church, which is now toe arts 
and sports centre. Activities in¬ 
clude basketball, football. 
rianre, music and yoga. 


A lan Cherry, chair¬ 
man of toe House- 
Builders' Federation 
housing policy com¬ 
mittee. says: “The days when 
people looked down on living 
next to soda! housing are 
gone. You can cater tor all 
types of people by providing 
homes that are properly de¬ 
signed and managed ” 

Where new homes are being 
built, toe fashionable term is 
mixed-use developments, such 
as those at Garston in Liver¬ 
pool and the Jewellery Quar¬ 
ter in Birmingham. 

David Lunts, the chief execu¬ 
tive of the Urban Villages Fo¬ 
rum. says: “If we are to make 
urban renaissance a fact, we 
need plenty of real examples of 
making it happen.” 

• Additional research: Zara 
Bishop 


Read the 
paperwork 

Jackie Williams on the EU rules 
that protect timeshare buyers 

D espite toe growing op to rough the JHHR. 
maturity of ilie with the UK-based Time- 
timeshare indus- share CounriL an inde- 


D espHetoe growing 
maturity of toe 
timeshare indus¬ 
try and the arrival of firms 
sack as Thomas Cook that 
are selling thneshares for 
Che first time this year, buy¬ 
ing is still foil of pitfalls. 

Spain, the roccca for UK 
timeshar e investors, and 
some other countries have 
not signed toe EU Tone- 
share Directive of April 
1997 protecting buyers 
from losing their deposits. 

If buyers negotiate their 
deals through toe UK, how¬ 
ever. they will be protected 
by the directive, wherever 
their timeshare may be. be¬ 
cause Britain is one of the 
few countries that signed 
il Then, buyers can cancel 
any loans automatically if 
they change their minds. 

The directive was intro¬ 
duced to stop timeshare 
firms trying to pressure 
buyers to complete by refus¬ 
ing to return their deposits. 
It makes it illegal for any 
money to change hands for 
at least ten days after an ini¬ 
tial agreement (14- in toe 
case of the UK), and forces 
companies to give legal no¬ 
tice of the right to cancel 
and any other information, 
in toe buyer's language. 

But even if Spain does 
sign, those who negotiate 
to resell their apartments 
through a Spanish regis¬ 
tered company may still 
not be protected by toe new 
roles. This includes toe 
many who have negotiated 
through companies such as 
Travel World, a Spanish re¬ 
sales company in Malaga 
operating through James 
Hutchinson Holiday Re¬ 
sorts (JH H RJ. after mistak¬ 
ing its nearly identical or¬ 
ange-circle logo letterhead 
for that of the British Time- 
share CounriL 
Bayers in Spain have 
confused the Timeshare 
Council SL a Spanish reg¬ 
istered company, also set 


op through the JHHR. 
with the UK-based Time- 
share CounriL an inde¬ 
pendent body set up by 
owners to monitor codes of 
practice. The two names 
are identical apart from 
toe added letters SL and a 
double line under toe “C 
of “Connrir. Again, toe 
identical UK logo appears. 

On October 21 last year, 
toe Spanish firm gave this 
warning on toe Internet: 
”1997 legislation scheduled 
November being enacted 
now. Do not get caught 
ouL” British buyers 
flocked to register with it 
convinced they would be 
jailed if they did not not re¬ 
alising that toe firm was a 
commercial enterprise and 
a nr elated to the UK organi¬ 
sation. 

When I phoned toe com¬ 
pany; which has an office 
in Benalm&dena and nu¬ 
merous post office box 
numbers throughout toe 
Costa dd SoL a voice re¬ 
plied that it was not pre¬ 
pared to answer any ques¬ 
tions. The British Time- 
share Council was more 
obliging and offered free 
information on everything 
happening in Europe. It 
says that it has been inun¬ 
dated with inquiries since 
toe Spanish firm ap¬ 
peared. 

Mr Hutchinson has 
since made a statement de¬ 
claring that his company is 
a registered company in 
Spain and legally allowed 
to trade there, whereas toe 
British Timeshare Council 
is not registered in Spain. 

Although Spain is not 
alone as a defaulter to toe 
directive — Italy, Belgium, 
Greece, Luxembourg and 
Finland have also not 
adopted it while France is 
stiQ arguing — many Brit¬ 
ons have bought time- 
shares on toe Spanish 
mainland as well as in toe 
Balearics and Canaries. 
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LAND/SITES - without Planning 
Permission but wtth possible development 
potential. Preferably in village/town 
. locations, in Cheshire & North West. 

(But oB areas within the UK. considered) 
We are prepared to take all the costs and 
risks in obtaining permission. Our planning 
consultants are experts. We are interested 
in any land - from small 
parcels to serious acreage. 

Difficult nuisance, problem, conversion. 

renovation, fisted, redundant & bad 
neighbour sites all considered, We are 
particularly interested in fond that ihat either 
' has no planning history or where the 
permission may be enhanced, or where 
consent has been refused. 

PLEASE FORWARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY 
PUUMNG HISTORY DETAILS TO: 
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GOLDFINCH 

Gddlhich (Projects) Limited, 

. Hston, West Road, Weaverham, 
Cheshire, CW83HH 

Tel: 01928 787800 
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Enbourne House 

Wentworth Estate, Surrey 
Mansion House set m 35 acres 
with 6 bedroom suites, enclosed 
pool area, triple garage block and 
staff accommodation. 

Price: £3.5 million 
Tel: 01344 624732 
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Kingsmere 

Putney. SW15 

Su bela n tia l 6 b edrooms, 5 
bathrooms, three storey detached 


Howards Lane, Putney 

Price: £1.5 million 
Tel: 0181.946 0026 
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If you’re looking for a superb riverside 
townhouse - and looking for unbeatable 
value into the bargain - lien Virginia Quay 
could have been designed with you in mind. 
}&4*bedioom, 3-bathroom homes starting 
at under £200,000 - all with every comfort 
and convenience, many will have stunning 
views'of die Millennium Dome and all just 
20 minutes from die Qty itself. Well even 
guarantiee today's price for your move later 
in the year. 
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HOMES 


Westbur 



In the grounds of a Jacobean manor house in glorious 

somerset 

countryside, next to Berea* 
golf course. Set amongst 
lush mature trees, less 
than a dozen 4 and 5 
b edroom executive 
homes with good size 
plats and specification. 

J22 of M5 trades. 

£165.000 to £185,000. 

Part^exchange available' 

For debris, telephone 
(01934) 522895 A«drtfa|a»nioo JoJypfedWtaliMyJbaetwoaicblDdndkaaa; 
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NEW LUXURY ONE, TWO 

s 

AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS IN A 
SPECTACULAR VICTORL4N 
MANSION BLOCK IN THE 
HEART OF WESTMINSTER 

Prestigious. elegant Uim-of-ihe-centm v building 
Convenient central ’Ac-u minster location 
I.iiMiry Shaker-style filled kitchen-. • Euii ran^v of integrated appliances 
Independent pts-hred centra! heat my. >c stems 
Video entry system to each apartment 
Meyantly restored entrance hall • I.iylit-persnn lilT to al! floors 

192 - 293 


LANirt^PRlTfOTnES, USA 

S' •••■ STTKAPEE, HEW HAMPSHIRE . — " 
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S nmprn . Mont San ap cc « am and mn*roo» e*het 

£■': 'Priced.iittfSS22S,000 ■ 

j- r For more information >'• 

Ph£tefl£^'^Zml>KcWl 1 ^^2443 
' J .- Em■^^col^^Jno•ta*^Jd■4»et 
MncP O Box 409 Neir London, NH Q32S7 USA 
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RETIREMENT 

HOMES • 


Engfob Coortyzd have a tinned mnnbo' of foxiiy icriremen 
; < . bouses & ftaix avsilabte ac- 

- Towce s ter, Northant* 

Upton-tJ porr-Severnj Worcs -Tattenhall, Cheshire 
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£205,000 to 
£545,000 
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0171 630 9700 


SALES CENTRE. AND SHOW APARTMl NT OPEN DAILY. ili.ltiAM TO NORM 




Exclusive 

riverside 

retirement. 

Thames Bank. Goring-on-Thames. Oxlonishire 

Secure nnri spsriars apaitr-nents am! cotlarHs -hs.-: !:■ Mi 
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The Playing Close. CliarHiury GOr-r-EMiMo 
The Orrliiirii Fairfnrd. Gloucester: hire 
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THE TIME S WEDNESDAY AUGUST 51998 _ 

RACING: NICHOLLS-TRAINED SPRINTER CONTINUES TO THRIVE ON HARD WORK 

Sihafi comes back for more 


Chris McGrath 

after a day Of idleness. 
Sihafi continues to pm the 
class into working at Brighton 
today when he resumes the 
race, for a 20th century record. 
Jins remarkable sprinter, un¬ 
lucky not to win his seventh 
handicap of the season at 
wutosor m Monday night, 
win then head to-Folkestone 
tomorrow for Ms seventeenth 
start of the year. • 

Yet even if he were to win at 

noth meetings, he would wily 
inch ahead of lady Rockstar, 
who won eight consecutive 
races in 32 days — seven of 
than handicaps — before 
being badly hampered at 
Newmarket last month. Given 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: JUNO MARLOWE 
(6.30 Kempton park) 
Next best Frankie Fair 
(7-30 Kempton Park) 

a break to recuperate, she is 
poised to return at Yarmouth 
on Sunday. 

These exceptionally durable 
and progressive animals are 
dosing on the modem record 
of nine handicap wins, shared 
by Chaplins Club, Glencroft, 
Star Rage and Vindaloo. Its 
increasing vulnerability in re¬ 
cent seasons suggests that 
trainers have managed to 
adjust to the five-day entry 
system, which some initially 
treated with such suspicion. - 
Sihafi certainly .looks as 
though he is not yet finished, 
though he races off a handicap 
mark of 68, having begun his 
run off 47. The way he is 
produced foam off the pace 
makes it hard for the handi- 
capper to gauge his superior¬ 
ity — though it can also make 


YESTERDAYS 
RESULTS 


Bath 

Going: good 

2JM St IlycQ t. fray's Promts* (N 
PoterdT 6-4 fay}: Z Eastern Trumpeter 




a: 








him a tricky ride. Paul Goode, 
whose apprenti c e claim had 
reduced Sihafi’s weight by 71b 
cm Monday, is replaced by 
Tony Clark today: 

David NichoUs feels 
after looking in control. 
Goode's early bid for home at 
Windsor exposed Sihafi to 
Maladerie, who non by a 
neck. Alex Greaves, the train¬ 
ers wife, said yesterday: “It’s 
hard to be critical, hut he 
didn't get die best of rides. 
Paul had a great position and 
great cover, but then just went 
a bit too sorai. Hell go on to 
Riikesfone, as he would other¬ 
wise have to put up with three 


(t 1-3; 3. MctaiBB Mffltress (16-1). 13 ten. 
NFL Lady Box. Sfitxt 3JM. K *ory. Tote: 
£2.40: £1.40, S2M, £3.40. OF: £750. CSF: 
£83«. . . 

230 (2m If 34yd) 1, Cut Dfamond (T 
CUnn. S-4 faift £ Weddnq Band QO-1): a 
Lady Fo«x {6-1). 7 ten.TM.TH. D Afbuttem. . 
Tote: £2.10: £150. £4.40 DF: £1360 CSF: 
£27.61. 

ftOO (Sf 11yd) 1. toppte Sauce fli CMota. 

. 11-4 to* Z \Lowted (7-1),3. Wow Date 
- pi-1). Bm NK nk.'L Cbtal ’B*K£&9ft ' 
£130. £230: taw. DF: £1280. CSF: 
£21 47. Titattt £172.48. ■ 

330 ra 161 vd) 1. Cauda Equina (T CMnn. 

(16-1) 10 ran. Are 31. M Charon. Tata 
£1.80, El . 10. £2200-05.70. CSF: , 

£9.71. 

430 (lm 5yd) 1, Irdcwal (R Waiand, 0-1):' 
2, Waning ®-2): £ Paa da Memobw p-1{- ■> 
WWsomB 9-4 fcw.U ran. 1*L an 
hd. GL44odra. Tote: £10.10: E220, £220, ! 
a 60. DF: £1530 Trffecto £496-10. CSF: 
£48 08. Tricast £36833- ; 

430 (lm 2T 46yd) 1. Tten TImf P 
Miapfiy. 11-2R i LM» (awns to* 3. 
Raids Ol Omagh p-1j.7ran. Sti hCL«L J. 
Wno Tots: £61ft £230 Ef-SLOR £4.40. 
CSF: £11.06. 

Jackpot: £7,10000 (04 winning delate. 
Fool of £4J8 Sl 7B. canted toad to 
Pontefract today* 

Ptosepot £5230. QuadpotfiaiO 

Catteiick = 

Going: good - 

2.15(71) I.HtenfifrtepFcxtons. ^torJ.- 
z Htf> Retold G-l* X Oteace Action 

& 1J.7 ran. ML 4L wsJ Raraden. Tote 
,60: £1.10. £1.60. DF: £130. CSF: £231. 


THUNDERER 

220VanadiunOre CL50 Kinan 

4eq shogun (nanl 4^0 Bay Of tsfands ■ 

z ' 50 shogun (nap) . 4.50 Break For Peace 

320 Dommefle • . • 520 Forest Dream 

Timekeeper's top rating: 4.50 TANGERINE FLYER 
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2.20 B0LUNGB1 CHAMPAGNE SHffiS HAMS CAP 

(Amat^its: £2,872:1m 2! 6yd} (lOnmnefS) 
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. 106 (6) OOBTO 0TTAIflC]FAR*S£12(D,G) (RWdrfGfilaiwrcw 88-10- THUe (7) 


IDT 0 OMYD HU6O«n(H0tesftoteqPH*da* 10-9-10 


W OntePDterft (7) - 


z »{£ Hej^rd G-lk ft Choree > 
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COURSE 
SPECIALISTS 


2-50 MATTY BOWN MBIOIUAL MAHJEN STAKES 

(£3,518:.1m 4yd) (10 nmnas) 

am (IB V 635iMertnoftEtogCki)MHsiCTDfdW--—.OPto* - 

‘ 2ffi (T) IS»8 SW0imt2S4RBtoy)LBtete44J-Stkwaa 81 
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Decorated Hero, trained by John Gosden. was backed from M-l 
to 10-1 favourite wife the sponsor yesterday for the EKXX000- 
addedTote Internationa] Handicap at AsoA on Saturday. The 
six-year-old, die recent winner of die Beeswing Stakes at 


or four days off — he has just 
had a week off, and we don't 
want him getting bored- 

“He has a great constitution 
and. so long as he is fed. 
doesn't give a damn about 
anything In life. He doesn't 
sweat, doesn't take much out 
of himself racing. So as long as 
the ground stays on die last 
side, well keep him going. We 
were lucky he was well handi¬ 
capped when he arrived in the 
yard last year after John Carr 
retired." 

Such modesty does not stifle 
' Sihafi as an eloquent adver¬ 
tisement for NichoUs, one of 
the best new trainers of the 


Nineties. Mick Ryan has been 
plying his trade rather longer, 
the quality of Katies in 1984 
matching the quantity of Lady 
Rockstar 14 years later. 

"She'll probably run at Yar¬ 
mouth," the Newmarket train¬ 
er said. "She finished up with 
quite a headache whan she 
ran here, a bit more severe 
than we realised, but she looks 
okay now." 

Hard To Figure has man¬ 
aged 17 wins in his career, but 
then the first of them was at 
Bath ten years ago. The grey 
returned to the same course 
yesterday for a claimer named 
in his honour, but Cauda 


Leicester card, page 34 


3.50 CORNMfLL HDTH. MAIDEN STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £3,191:60 (12 runners) 


Notingtam (51 13yd, flood to torn). Indan Plum 5VI 5(h of 7 to 
EBSSSBSSaKa canto to 2m nodes sOks to Ayr (B. got*} id soft) Kkm Dft 
6fii ol 13 to Delxxch In 2yo mteton Sates to Nwmartrf (61, good). Pannw lKl 3nJ <4 8 to Astey 
in 2 yo iratoen states to BrigMon (S 213yd. good). 

A kicky maiden h teach PANZER'S aperience could prove vital 


4.20 R06ER1H0RPE MANOR HOTEL HAMHCAP [SHOWCASE AND 
TOTE TRIFECTA RACE] (£7,440:1m 418yd) (10 runnere) 

501 (4) 8UH 2 BAY OF SLAMS 32 (D.F.6) (Btoonteoy Stad) 0 Mute 6104 _ KDartey 97 

SIS (18 n-123 MOWaGA46(F.G)(Hes™ntea*OUrfrHertoj 44-13-PtoEdOwy 79 

503 (3) 10403 TESSAXX26(0^3)(TtoeyPrwrStoJMbsJAtorerfio6-9-13 SCoppP) 93 

504 (9) 2-1222 OOUNm 18 (BF3/33) (M Bate!IfrsJCadi64-1-JMtoSVrf 104 

505 a. 40210 EBWt HOBLE 48 Q4 il I W tetoi ) E Ortop 3-94-SDUMdi 73 

506 (10) 151612 DMCMG RO 18 (DAS) (Rto tnflnedag) P ItosteB 34-10— P Goad* (7) 88 

507 (8) 10040 VAUHLOffi 19 (F3)(lto A Boar) Blfife *44-PFessey QQ 

508 (1) 040553 SHVRSH4«S9(OO.F.G)tejUBorfty54-3 DetolicXeOMi IQS 

509 CZ) 53-131 HOUSE OF (BEAK 19 (Of® (J & U Lecae) G U Moore 6-8-2 kl Robots 94 

510 (7) 00-141 SCUNAnWCES519 [CftQ!VterfdatoF&olag)lfr5lMe| 5-7-11 RUSasOTp] 91 

BEmse 4-J UBMtoa 9-2 Bq> a amts, 5.1 Bar tetet 6-1 kdtn Fweess, 7-1 ft»tof*L 0-1 tom 

1997: caESIML CHOM 74-10 0 Pen (16-1) J Eyre 12 on 


Bay Of binds 2)412nd ol 8 d 



5.20 TALLY HO HAWHCAP (3-Y-ff: £2,910: lm 4yd) (20 rimers) 

1 (II) 45000 BteRESOLD25(Qsrton8SWiaDrfL8I)l*?JftBnsJBi9-7 TGUcUugtea 53 

2 (8) 80410 B8 > 7I»»(Si»sJ»te | te)W5ASW«B»»5-P6oafc(7) SB 

3 (12) 56400 9HRT PTWCE 34 (B SIb>) J J ftra 9-5- MeGtoson - 

4 (4) 5036 nSESTOSAUM(BF)(LMdCMite)!)U0rHealBO6-TWBams 45 

s pS) 540 IIONEKTAHLY 56 (C Gotov-Wasm] E D«toO 9-5 _ .. - S WbtoMlBi 5D 

6 (13) 120050 nBBLEASSaflLYg(0^(SntoWhto?F»iterfto}Kfiya»-3 OPen 61 

7 f17) D00432 UARSKEWOBC 19{B.&S) (lfrBtefillcntoeCo)NTWte«l D0LBTRA. 89 

8 (6) -30600 ESBUS>*13tOfeHan)Ptt«r6M- Jtoaw 55 

9 (16) 24SW PBWSMffteOStoafcJJHerteranWT- tt retort U 

10 (15) 0051 IHUH) 23 (S) (G Heed) C DudBa 04-Pete McKean 38 

11 (2) W340 CHHCM-AA19 0) (NGreio] UFiescoRM-—-SSwags R3 

12 (10) 04431 HOLYSMOKE61 (D) (JAtoea(VMrfieU))JEt«eM-RVMnstonfS) 71 

13 (18) 000035 5ANDM00RTARTAN 11 (F)(SaanoorTotoBCo)t8-11 KDatoy E8 

14 (1) 64000 STHUra42PM^teiLedpFanesito5)l4BrtttaB4. 0Hnato(7) 55 

« (5) OMCO- fi0mC«Y5r^4/L^^Pli^S<«0te*8fl84-J Baited (7) 26 

16 (14) 64004 SCOLDNE 16 (MYIB84 E YfatoHR) 8-3 ---— - 57 

■17 ra 006004 70WWIECaCS21(Ta«aeCCteiBQ)J»akBrftf<8-3 OtWfiMoBaiP) 58 

-18 @) 4dB00 QUBILYnC32 dfrflnitoctg) CltanO-S-— Rftocfi 59 

‘19 (7) 68005 lSUY^A0WmjHE29aDetefcn)tAMnn7-13 --W&g*fe 37 

. 20 (JO) 06460 SHOOUYUMX4G(JStetiae)B Byorfl 7-10-PFessey 49 

LflgBteMlCtocScOfirMtei?-^ 

KT7WS Si Holy Sate. 6-1 facrDran.7-1 Itontt kteha, 6-1 DffleftSpi. WaausS,9-i oobe. 
19BP: WPSMRY SUGET 7-W Pftsay 111-29 J J to* 12 as 

EigS5a Empire Got) 7MI 7ft oMDnrtoraltoeiA In haiScap to Chestor 

MSwaSFliHsyaa pm 2 75yti. rad Ej »m). Forest Dream 616Rto 8 to Seas « 

8(ti n( 15 to Dudante to naktoo states to Banriw (7T IDOsd, goal to sa^MOk AssamlOy 71 
71h o( 20 to Mrfodton in %o hanfleap a Nnwnim (7f. pood) Marete Madsne 312nd ol 14 to 


ImSag to Bn0cfl (ini II 209yJ, gooQ. Wateted teto Technical mi o li-rans 3yo 
hancBap to AyrmTomd to sod}. Qflcto Kt Sfcl 7ft tit 14 to Kfce» in se9ag stote to Sorfwefl 
(7T, A*. Bnard) <rffi Percy (befej IS 1<& Hotf Smote beto Mtoondud Vi\ in 13-nsna 
CSbs oadai harficap to Sainefl (1m, Aw, Obesand] ScotenQ 1MI 4» to 12 to Anmgton Gkl 
in 3yo ebantog sates to NnBbgham fim 54yd. pood) 

' WHRLWAD tate an tap w i M ) sort tea can step ap *i te victory 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 
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THUNDERER 

2.40 Gno's Spirits. 3.10 Coral Beat 3.40 April Stock. 
4.10 Sammy's Shuffle. 4.40 Myttons MistEike. 5.10 
Flame Tower. 


G0WG-G000 7DFRM 

DRAW: SF-1M. LOW AMBERS BEST_ 


2.40 AMPUC0N UVEL1NE MAIDBi AUCTION 

STAKES (2-Y-O £2,827: Bi209yd) (9 rums) 

: rr, 032 GOODWOOD JAZZ 14 Sf}3 EBnUto64 — 6ftm 

S (3> 5 BOffil) 38 JJtaOtf 8-7— - v AMt 


8 SPACE BABE 21 ftfenn 8-3 


£ |1j 03 toBTFOBYOUJMtt18I1la4l*on84_ Tgte; 56 

9 (5) DOS AKYMOORE8J5Uw»7-13-RFM(5) 63 

n4 eurfwoi Jb=. 11-S Jtel fa roa JML13-2 SM» Btt. 7-1 Any Umre. 
6-1 Ones Spu& 12-1 £«tfl Brfiy. Udf 01 Abqm. 16-1 often: 


_6 Caras 

ACM 

1 

R Hopes 

56 

_ F Norton 

56 

. Due DIM 

96 

__ a Carts* 

— 

UHny 

46 


Newcastle, has been set to carry top weight of 9st 131b. The 
Mark Johnston-trained Gaelic Storm was well supported 
yesterday and is 14-1 (from 20-1) with william H3L The same 
company trimmed Vokmtiers to 14-1 (from 20-1). 


3.40 ELECTRO WCS WEEKLY MEDIAN AUCTION 

MAIDEN STAKES (£2572:1m 3f 196yd) (5) 

1 m 4 nCHPERfKT42WfitoTon*34-13 — rSpate M 

2 12) 0240 KARAS S3 M to SSrfe 3-6-13-WRSMftm [M 

3 (4) 0 0TTD 33 KlfcArfto 3-6-11- DnOlU T9 

4 (l) 242 APRS. STOCK 24 tess 6 f*2e**f 3-66 HfttodQ 91 

5 (5) 00- LA0TQMKONCE270UJteRS368 LSBtor(7) 13 

10-11 U3U. 15-8 AprJ StocL. 5-1 torfi Potttt 2D-1 LaUy 01 Tte Dance. Odd 


Equina had the impudence to 
catch him on the line. 

High-Rise will not be racing 
at 12 — but recent Derby 
winners have tended to be no 
more likely to race at four, so 
the news that he will stay in 
training is welcome. The colt 
is enjoying a break before the 
Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe. 

□ Adrian Pratt, director of 
Plumpton racecourse, was 
yesterday elected to the Indus¬ 
try Committee of the British 
Horseracing Board, and suc¬ 
ceeds Matthew McCloy as its 
nominated director. 



401 pi) 2 ASTIUUCAN 12 (BuctaimQrfIfektoQ^W.tans9-0_RCOrfm 63 

402 ft) C00UN6 CASTLE Ms E Lome) B Uidan M-PrfEdday - 

403 B 5 VOIANPLUK1B(G Rod)CDana9-0_DnaMXeOMi 51 

404 (6) 6 KMAN 40 (H aWAteoun) R AiresMoo M___R Hfe QB 

405 (12) LBAE GABUMTE (IMtnixi La!l W HaflJC 9-0 - KQsrfey - 

406 (4) • 0 NEWHXM18(GHeed)CHoorn60_-_DteGfcsn - 

407 (3) 33 PANZSI22(Um(tenFtatog) LCanart 60_Ritaeb 50 

408 (10) ' ' REAL TSfi (M WOKE) P KKOre 30 _____P Goode (7) - 

409 (1) SQUAREDMC8L<BHK8MrilfrsJRnsda M-SDMtens - 

41D (7) TABASCOOteDHUky)UoJftosdMM --OPtera - 

411 (5) AffSUNA (Us K Hyjtarm) C ASaa B-9_ JWewer - 

412 (8) SHOT SU (Its J Tate MaJItessdes 88-WSq** - 

8Era® 3-1 Khan. 7-2 Pnaei. 9-2 Aentai, 10-1 Ug« fitetete. Square Dmcv. Sal Ste. 12-1 ottei 

1997: (HeaESS MF Ljerfi (7-1)« HagflE 9no 

Asrakan 3f 2nd ol 4 to Aurf Ft in 2yo maiden slates to 
Itingtam (5113yd. flood to tea). Indan Plume 5VI 5th of 7 to 


4.40 WHATO NEW IN ELECTRONICS UK AND 

BIR0PE SPRINT HANDICAP (£3,534:51213yd) (12) 

1 0)2212 UAJALE 19 (S) R Gusa 3-8-10_Ndtaa(5) 83 

2 (12) 1133 IVORY DAWN B (CftFj6) K ben 4-9-10 _ 0 Swoetrey 87 

3 (S -204 LA PEHTE RJSE 0 (dA&S) H OSrffraa 7-9-10 

R Hughes 81 

4 (7)5013 APOUO RED IT fCD/.fcS) 61 Moore 

Candy Hark 87 

5 (3) 1412 S8W2(EftF.«DI8diBfcM8_ACtart 

6 19) 0531 IMIDNS MsTAKE 15 Of A® H HodflB 58-5 TSdtte 

7 (6) 0020 LBIHlfl) 7 mUjBU ()■»««-W— AEddHy (7) 

6 (II) 3M5 BEYtWD CAUMAnOH 15 (Dfl J Bade) 4-9-3 

tew Corf p) 80 

9 (Iffi 03® AWK470 7RORTABS48-10-AHMn 88 

10 n> 0003 SHARPUPWRCftRRRaw888_FNteon 93 

11 (4) 3105 SC2LII6 22 (CftBR nine 6-84_On DIM 83 

12 (B) 4055 JUS11IAWS23(CftB)JBteflH6-7-13— GBmM 92 
3i 9rfl S-1 UyQcns Mstrfe. 7-1 Nay Dna 8-1 U$*S. ApoTo Red. ID-1 12 
Prfte Faee. Stop Imp. 14-1 otes 




THUNDERER 

5.50 Ngh And Mighty. 620 Genoa. 650 Spanish 
Eyes. 7.20 1 Radar O’Reilly. 7^0 Sanaia. 8J20 
Antonia's Double. 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM SIS 

DRAW: 5F-1M. HIGH NUMBERS BEST 


5.50 EAST COAST HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £3,623:1m 6f 17yd) (5 runners) 

1 0123 UGH AM) HGHIY 62 (BF.G) J Gosfcr 9-7-L0eUl3 

2 2241 FANTASYMGHT120JDunlop9-5.. BCwttr* 

3 33-4 PARADISE SOUL 62 C Uata 85_Pad Edifery 2 

4 3232 OPSIATCB(VX.F)PEvans8-4 —_JFEpsnl 

5 -000 SPORTY SPICE 13 JL Karra 7-10-APorf(5)5 

7-4 Hte> And ktrfei 1 - 2-i Fart*s» mw.4-1 Opeotc. S-i oton 


6.20 MANSH1P MAIDEN FHJJES STAKES 

(£4.310; 1m3f101yd)(2) 

1 6-23 OOA 12 fflRBWh38-11-LDerail 

2 00 GHOST PATH 44 C Mata 3-8-11- PmJ Eddny 2 

1-7 Bna 5-1 BnSPrfi. 


6.50 FREE7NORPE CLAIMING STAKES 
(3-Y-O: £2,343:1m 2f 21yd) (10) 

1 485D THEAROTULD0D6ER28RWHams9-3- 0 Bqb9 

2 6601 C0ALMN35DAUGHTB111 TO 4Wto 6-8 — J Fowto(7) 7 


3 54U2 AM AND A LED II fCJF) C UteH 8-7-LDeWlS 

4 0500 TEBREAX12fl»WHagg&65-M Renton 1 

5 5406 CSTTA8I DANGS 9HCArfw 6-4.. JFEpnG 

b 615 NQRTHBW LAS 88 (OS) M InopUes 8-4 — A today 4 

7 -403 SPArfSH EYES IB J lorfor 8-4-GCa»3 

B 6006 RH) WSK 51P Hare M-- Parf&BayB 

9 0000 LAURBmAN 21 K Bmte 7-12 ...HWkiD*ya2 

10 0240 R£WA«M23PE«bM 0-CCofltoi(7)lO 

7-2 tarewn lass, 4-1 Spmbh Fire 5-1 C taWgiua rf ia r. 6-1 lie Break. 
RjWrtB, 8-1 DBMS 
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^ICEMPTON PARK 

THUNDERER 

6.00 MonunenL 6.30 Kerafta. 7.00 Miss Rim ex. 730 
Dilkusha. 6.00 Big Wheel. 8 JO Smarter Charter. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent: 7.00 Casimir. 

730 FREE OPTION (nap). 8-00 Wayne Lukas. 


GOING: GOOD 70 FIRM SIS 

DRAW - 6F. LOW NUMBERS BEST 


6.00 LONDON IRISH RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 
APPRENTICE HANDICAP (£2,741:1m 41) (8 runners) 

1 1060 (AS1Y OOGHT35 (CDF.G.S1 R itennE-lD-O P DottK R) 7 

2 0105 STATAJACK 33 (ftCP/AS) 0 Ebwfl) ID-HO . HPoSaQS 

3 -553 UWWeiT 20 (BFARJ King 6-9-1- Rtertal 

4 ODDI UYSTICQUEST9 (DJF) K McAAlfc 4-9-1 l6ei. DftBTFULS 

5 2216 WCT#30G«179flH»MM.l3- Lf*wmn(7]4 

6 0404 Duaifl9(F^iUOaadan)7-5-13..-- ftUuteifi 

7 2135 KOVtoSBROGE 109(D) A Jems 38-13.... SCtecy(7)2 

8 0300 PBDf K CLERtfiMT 9 (DJ G t ttae tfl-4 . R ErtsaiJ (5) S 
3-1 Curfo. 4-1 Fairy toga, Uoo u TCHl. 5-1 SBaudL MjCOQDgat. 13-2 *xaec 
Wpe. B-i De Demsm. 


7.00 TATTERSALLS AUCTION BS33I 

NURSERY HANDICAP (2-Y-O: £4.182:6Q (7) 

1 141 RH)LKH37lFjJWPivns9-7_ PaEOtfoyT 

2 1340 UOOfl BUZZARD 15 (Dfl M8terfn> 98 - .. 0 Gummy 6 

i 51 CA9UR22(6)ACie*ai8-lO.. _ . ... MRoae«S3 

4 0020 XSYIMA4SCWHSme6-3_ GHnd2 

5 1654 OK ISAY 14 (F5)U Bell 8-6_RMrienfftl 

6 0023 USSR>EXl30EtMi1086_ _ NPw*d(5l5 

7 0530 00 EE BE 20 U A BucMey 55-D OUmhM 4 

11-4 Crane. 7-2 Red lion. 9-2 Ms Reno. 11-2 Kjobl 13-2 Uoon Bezoid. 
B-1 On I Say. iM On Ea Be 



8.30 107^ FM THAMES RADIO HANDICAP 

(£3.599:1m) (12) 

1 1602 BARBASON 22 0JF)GL Moore 6-UM)-CaMyUorrts3 

2 1332 SCFTTOUCH13 f^ltaGWony 3-9-7 P fiededrfa (7) 9 

3 0005 RWSFC74«B)RKmi3«8_B Hnfrs 1 

4 411 SMARTER CHAHISt 16 (CD/f) ito L StitB 5-9-5 TSpnteB 

5 1050 ID0N51DNE 7 (iB) A tonfe 3-94_0 Sweeney 7 

6 -100 ACNBW7(F)ATierf38-13_WR)fin6 

7 OOte WATH1 FORCE 7ff)fiBtere 38-7 lEe»)-SDnnm5 

8 8050 MOUNTMIMAGC14 fi 0 ntfrfi IMS 388 - 1 Durr 4 

9 3305 IBO0»23®PMlcWI482-R Unfen (3) 10 

ID -300 CWJ4AX21 State38-1.. 6Mnd2 

11 0430 OJOHE7(S)RIV»87-1?-... HPMml{5)l2 

1? 6060 M CUE 18 (BjCJ)/£S) J Badfry 87-10-P Doe (5) 11 

7-2 Snorter Onto, 5-1 SoB Touch. 6-« Bertnsan. 13-2 Ren’s Pet M Yota 
Force. 181 Moonstone. 12-1 Aarfm». Hi CUM. 14-1 mn 


THUNDERER 

Z30 Prince Consort 3.00 Dl^xto Safa. 3^0 
Seimeston. 4.00 Pegnltz. 4.30 Weetman’s Weigh. 
5UX) Diamond Crown. 


GOING: GOOD 

DRAW; 5F-7F. HIGH NUMBERS BEST 


3.00 RENATE SERVICES NURSERY HANDICAP 

(2-Y-O: £2,827:71) (10) 

1 31 SCOOP 19(G)MsJFttnaJm9-7_J Fortune3 

f 3655 IWHAOLBriir&sfcftrS-?-Jfldnl 

3 1102 TA1VA LADY 12 (DJ£| M JrfvcM 8-10-J Carrol 6 

4 2120 DGKJL SAFA 14 (BF^ P C3hB S-9-J P-*M 5 

5 460 DRAMTK55TEaaeHf85-N Kcnretfy4 

6 0145 SUNSET LADY 14 (F) P Fteton B-5-AMcCartiyO] 2 

7 1)54 Rffia TCER IB (V) B RoOnrcH M.5 Maloney 9 

8 0044 K9ffi PB811 N TMrter 83 -- 10m rerfer 10 

9 0100 POCO 72 (t) M Ctonon 8-1. J Fanning 8 

10 6343 LITTLE HENRY 14 (V) P Evans M2_J MCArfey (7) 1 

3-1 lupa lady 7-2 Scom. 6-1 DJsprf Gala. 7-1 Soreei Lady. B-i The irflla. 
181 Ifehe) Dgd. i?-i Dam Tow. Lffle Heav. l«-i atm 



4.00 TYNESIDE MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-O: £3,453: lm If 9yd) (6) 

1 5 BE OK 18 H Ctol 94)... .. K Fatal S 

2 22-4 FREEDOM OUST 12 J HeSMBi 94..RLappinl 

3 2 MUMM) RAM 46 J FtoGeted 9-0_JFoHuoe2 

4 4830 PEGWTHreartBnWI-- J Md3 

3 POLKA C Wafer 9-0-- .. J fanning 4 

6 850 PROFIT MAKB) 30 WUctewiM__ J Carrel 6 

48 Paoitiz. 81 Bb Cone, m uudoftn. UM Freedom QueJ, 25-1 often. 


4.30 


SI M0DWEN HANDICAP (£3,420:71) (8) 


7-50 BANHAM POULTRY COWHTIONS STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £3.720:713yd) (4) 

1 04 PWERG0LD 21 (fif) O'Goicti 8-1Z. Eanta D’Eoraafl 1 

2 0) SA8RA»27(D^JEuolop8»'---— GCalnr3 

3 0 ME ACCESS 14 C Dwicr 87 ___F Lyre* 2 

4 OftOfTAL FASH0M 5 tai Sow B-7_LOtotari* 

813 Driaote Famn 82 Sanafr. 81 PMgdd. 20-1 iHe Abes. 






1 0H4 PAT5Y GRBCS11 fDSSSi J Moore 810-0 - P P tfripfay (3) 3 

2 0003 Itfi)3(Of5)uJrfnten89^..JC«od: 

3 0003 WSIWITSWaeHBIDi.SlRtUInrad 58-13 K Felon 5 

4 1000 HPiaSWADni (Cni.aS)Ew»me.M-l1... flUmtoe 

5 .800 SNAREDQJGHT50to/)DKdnlls489_MffirfBRHon* 

5 0034 COURT EXPRESS 8 rniBeriimn484_PBmtoygr 

r 1034 FANCY AIDRIUE 9 fflJ).S5) D (fisnot 4 8-2 Wa Kan (7)8 
B 3004 SKYERS FLYS) 16 (CR5) U Ufa 482 - P fitarews (7M 

7 2 YftetTEfl'J YtoB. 9-2 tagtetee Ae. 5-1 Tte. Fancy A Fannie. 81 Coed 
bane. 7-1 Pto9y &mes. 10-1 an DrfgU. Skyerc Hjb 


5.00 NORTH EAST APPRENTICE SEUJNG 
STAKES (£1.819:1m 4! 93yd) (5) 

1 5332 BREYDON 7J (D51P MorfeUfa 5-9-12— S RflMsm 15) 2 

2 0210 WHOM) BtflttH 18 ICiUjGLSl II Wk 7412 JUd^O]3 

3 m MITQUTIEGREY75fifes<1Aftnodo5-98 PFtemoreHl 

4 BO- OfflttHOURS216JRLee688 —-PUIUnfl(5)5 

5 D5S 0U) GOLD NTRN 11 A Jerks 5-98-PBwfcyS* 

bfflLBrefdtH 1l-'0 DtanenlCroen 1*-1 Oto Gold nTbl 25-1 Km Ode Ere/. 
OtoaHoin 


BLNCERED HR8T TIME: Brighton: 5.10 Pierce 23ndo. Kempton 
Parte 7.30DBadm.B00M&vyUtaP£ 8 KlSoft Tbucfrtjotoasior 
7.10 Kfteamba. Qey TouritJ NmcasUe: ftOO Rebel Toes 
PontefiBsc 620 Qttira A*. Percy. Ywmoum: 720 Kirfos Tttai 
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RUGBY UNION 


RFU feels 

force of 
Celtic fire 


over Europe 


By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


THE murky world of rugby 
politics, bad enough on a 
purely English stage, is being 
replicated with regard to 
European competition. The 
support extended by the Rug¬ 
by Football Union (RFU) to its 
senior clubs over the principle 
of an alternative competition 
to the Heineken Cup was 
rejected yesterday by a variety 
of sources, one of them Noel 
Murphy, the new president of 
the Irish Rugby Football 
Union (IRFU). 

“The IRFU is greatly per¬ 
turbed and concerned that die 
RFU has acted in such a 
manner without informing its 
fellow unions of its inten¬ 
tions.” Murphy said. Yet the 
RFU circulated last Friday to 


Coventry has been acquired 
by a six-strong consortium of 
local businessmen and enth¬ 
usiasts. led by Keith 
Fairbrother. the former Cov¬ 
entry and England prop for¬ 
ward. a week after the dub 
collapsed, owing £23 million. 
Fairbrother has taken over as 
chairman. 


the other home unions and 
France its perception of the 
way ahead, hedged round 
with acknowledgements that 
nothing could be achieved 
without the goodwill of all 
governing bodies. 

England’s dubs have been 
told that any amendment to 
the domestic programme — 
such as die institution of a 
seven-club conference system 
— must be done with the 
consent of all 28 dubs involved 
'm the Allied Dunbar Premier¬ 
ship. the sponsor and tele¬ 
vision interests. 

“Subject to the views of the 
other unions... the RFU is of 
the view that, if there is to be a 
competition involving English 
dubs, to which it has no 
objection in principle, then it 


should be a genuine European 
competition,” Brian Baister. 
the chairman of the RFU man¬ 
agement board, wrote. “The 
RFU wishes to move forward 
in partnership with its dubs 
and believes that European 
partidpation is essential, but 
not at the expense of the 
destabilisation of the game in 
the northern hemisphere." 

Thus for John Jeffrey, the 
former Scotland flanker and 
one of his country's two direc¬ 
tors on the board of European 
Rugby Cup Limited (ERC). to 
suggest that the RFU seeks to 
exdude the Celtic nations 
from competition is ludicrous. 
“I think the whole thing 
stinks,” Jeffrey said. “The RFU 
are shareholders in ERC and, 
as such, should be supportive 
of it rather than bowing down 
to the English dubs.” 

Murphy, too, required un¬ 
conditional support by the 
RFU of the European Rugby 
Cup and Conference, whose 
immediate future hinges on 
the support of the French 
clubs, who have won two out 
of three Heineken Cups and 
dominated utterly the second- 
string competition, the Confer¬ 
ence, which has now been 
renamed the European Shield. 
Bernard Lapasset, president 
of the French federation, ex¬ 
pressed confidence in advance 
of the meeting yesterday with 
his dubs in Toulouse that they 
would support ERCS arrange¬ 
ments. though no statement is 
expected until today. 

□ Cardiff may be thrown out 
of the Welsh Rugby Union 
(WRU) after the High Court 
ruled yesterday that undertak¬ 
ings given by the union at a 
previous hearing, induding 
agreeing not to suspend or 
expel Cardiff from member¬ 
ship. should be removed. Car¬ 
diff are refusing to sign a ten- 
year binding agreement with 
the WRU. which wants all of 
its premier division clubs to 
pledge loyalty to the Union. 




Edwards has been in magnificent form and must be one of Britain's best gold medal prospects in Budapest 


Jones views a golden horizon 


By David Powell 

ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT 


IF THERE is one thing that 
British athletics has become 
expert at it is the art of 
surviving a controversy. As 
the dust settles on the sport 
going bankrupt and the Roger 
Black affair, the green shoots 
of recovery are pushing 
through. 

After a reasonably success¬ 
ful British grand prix in 
Sheffield on Sunday and a 
haul of four gold medals at the 
world junior championships 
last week. Great Britain now 
looks to the main challenge of 
the summer. In the European 
championships in Budapest 
this month, the seniors will 
want to at least match, and 
perhaps double, the strike rate 
achieved by die juniors. 

The Stockholm grand prix 
tonight should underline Brit¬ 
ain^ strength- Jonathan Ed¬ 
wards was mindful of the 
efforts of Tim Henman and 


the England football team this 
summer when he looked 
ahead to Budapest “There 
have been a lot of glorious 
British failures; perhaps Brit¬ 
ish athletes can provide some 
glorious successes.” he said. 
Edwards, surely, cannot fail. 

Unbeaten this season, he is 
seeking his twelfth successive 
triple jump victory tonight 
When Max Jones, the Britain 
performance director, an¬ 
nounced the team for Buda¬ 
pest. his war cry went almost 
unheard beneath the din sur¬ 
rounding Black’s omission. 
Let him be heard now. 

“There are nine events, pos¬ 
sibly ten. in which we have 
good chances of gold medals," 
Jones said. Four contenders 
compete in Stockholm: Ed¬ 
wards, Solomon Wariso. in 
the 400 metres. Steve BackJey, 
in the javelin, and Paula 
Raddiffe. who is preparing for 
the 10.000 metres in Budapest 
with a 5.000 metres. 

Wariso is scheduled to run 


his first 400 metres since being 
selected ahead of Black. His 
opposition indudes Tyree 
Washington and Jerome 
Young, two of the United 
States quartet that set a 
4x400 metres world record 
last month, and Alvin Harri¬ 
son, winner of the grand prix 
in Paris last week. 

While Black’s omission 
stirred up a homers nest. 
Wariso was the innocent par¬ 
ty. He had, after all, improved 
his best by more than a second 
to beat Black in the trial and 
eyes will be on him tonight to 
see whether he can go faster 
still than 44.68sec. 

In defending Wariso's selec¬ 
tion. Jones said he was “an 
awesome talent ... the guy 
could win in Budapest" Black, 
not wishing the controversy to 
weigh heavily on Wariso, said 
in Sheffield: “Solomon could 
win the Europeans.” 

Raddiffe’s Stockholm out¬ 
ing is her last before Budapest 
In Sheffield, Raddiffe was a 


runaway winner of the 3.000 
metres in Smjn 3&84sec. three 
seconds outside her best In a 
more competitive field this 
evening, she will be looking to - 
run dose to her British record 
of 14min 4551 sec. 

While Backley has been 
throwing consistently, a new 
threat to his eight-year reign 
as European champion has 
emerged. Aid ' Parviainen, 
from Finland, had his career 
interrupted by injuries, bat 
this season he leads the 
rankings. Parviainen meets 
Backley tonight 

In Malmo on Monday, 
Diane Modahl- guaranteed 
her place at the European 
championships when she ran 
an 800 metres qualifying time, 
finishing second in 2min 
0.17sec. to Matin Eweriot of 
Sweden. Modahl will be seek¬ 
ing to maintain her momen¬ 
tum tonight in a race designed 
to be East. Maria Mutola. from 
Mozambique, is aiming for 
the world record. 



7.40 


WEATHERBYS TURF NEWSPAPBIS 


THUNDERER 

6.10 Dangerous Dancer. 6.40 Little Brave. 7.10 Task 
Force. 7.40 Indian Warrior. 8.10 Mannequin. 8.40 
BlaLamees. 


(2-Y-O: £2,994:51218yd) (22) 


Surrey achieve first double 


GOING: GOOD {GOOD TO FIRM IN PLACES) 
DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE 


6.10 BF MAIDEN STAKES 

(2-Y-0: £3.496:512yd) (10 nimns) 


4 MICELLE'S LAD 9 B PaHwg 9-0_CLM0W3 

MXAHSWMEER J Era&ceW) .... -JTste 9 

LDHO BERGERAC J Spevm 9-0 . .. _S Drama 10 

0 RU AGAN 9 R Gmfl 9-0 . —-R Codrw 2 

TDPBTWHwpsS-O. PRo»6Qs4 

000 CME0UCK9<!e*tetB9 ... 0UttttB 

2 DANGEROUS DANCER 9 B HHs 8-9_ MWs7 

40 MADAME JKY 19 P Cofe 6-9 _ . _ . QWdtrNB«m8 

OR LOCATION M lampMas M-AMdtaK(S)1 

5 YAKUT a SHAM 12 B Udfthoo 8-9 . ... S RJtfton (7) S 

par, Dancer. 3-1 Yatwt tl Sham 15-2 DandleS Ul 7-1 Madame ay. 
F112-1 Rm Agon On Lootoa 16-1 atari 


1 ALHASADASteWIM._ 

2 ASCAM P Hama 9-0 -- 

3 ASTBUAHE* Mtmofl 9-0- 

4 00 AUDACITY 28 Gltais 90 

5 82 BOOTS BUSTOt 97 JL Haris M - 

6 ESCORT WHOPS 90-- 

7 0 6REWGHBHlZ5ASfc«B941- 

8 22 MANWARHOfl 1BJNased3 90 . 

9 0 KIDNAPPED 201*3 A K»c 90- 

10 5 KMAN02Sfe..lfeffittn94- 

11 * ONES0WUGH96LMoaw90 - 

12 0 PROUD PICTURE B7J 6 SmyUMLtrome 90 

13 0 2UCCMR0 f90«uJmj(9e-- 

14 FADWAJ Hite 99__ 

15 JOS PRINCESS JMig8-9- 

16 MEZZAUWABMcMaiB-9- 

17 MBSTRA3®ATAMBe»I99-- 

,18 54 RAHSY16 J Eieteca 8-9- 

19 02 PATSY STOC 20 UKaOla 8-9 - -. 

20 3 RASSHAIKH 12BUIS8-9 —.. 

21 0 SLYER WST19BMdttwi 99-- 

22 0 1MOST0RM 89 H Morris*! 99__ 

64 Man Warn. 5-t ftc SUM*. 91 tflahna. 10-1 Atari. 
14-1 On® Emgn. Pare? 16-1 qmos 


_... RHfeg 

_CLomhar? 

_nCodna4 

H tiwlnir j 
D exUdticnm 19 

. XDMR21 

_ A Wdufa (5) IB 

.. JRW15 

.... A My(3)1 

_ J Fatal* 3 

-fiOoAN13 

I_HPotmoB 

.. SWMmrtAJZ 
..._ M tfeny 20 

_J SUCk 22 

— PRotawni? 
.._ MTaMMMO 
. ... JTatall 

A McCarthy (3) 6 
_UM514 

. _ Uteaton? 
... C Ruder 16 
12-1 Mrs Tracau 


6.40 BBC RADIO LEICESTER f 
HANDICAP (3-Y-0: £3.120:1m If 218yd) (13) 


8.10 HAR8Y CLASSIFIED STAKES 

(3-Y-0: £2,605:1m 3f 183yd) (5) 


■ BOWLS: Surrey, who 
won the six-rink Johns 
Trophy on Monday, 
became the third successive 
county to do the double 
when they defeated 
Huntingdonshire 42-33 in 
the Final of the national inter¬ 
county two-rink 
championship at Royal 
Leamington Spa yesterday 
and lifted the Walker Cup 
(David Rhys Jones writes). 

Somerset had achieved 
the comparatively rare feat in 
1996 and Yorkshire 
followed suit last year, but 
even though they have 
won the Johns Trophy 17 
times, it was the first time 


SPORT 


first set 7-6, Arazi received 
his third warning when 
trailing 5-1 in the second 
set He had already been 
warned twice for throwing 
his racket 


that Surrey had managed 
to win both titles in the same 
season. 


■ lENHSe Hicham Arazi 
of Morocco, was disqualified 
from the ATP cfaycomt 
tournament in Amsterdam 
yesterday for unsports¬ 
manlike conduct in his Grst- 
ronnd match against 
Magnus Norman, of 
Sweden. Having won the 


■ CYCUNCb Spanish 
cyclists are to boycott the 
women’s Tour de France, 
which will be held from 
August II to 20. in protest 
at the events surrounding the 
drug-tainted men’s race. 


■ GOLF: parren Clarke • 
has climbed from fourth to 
second on the European 
. money list after finishing 
runner-up in the 
Scandinavian Masters. 


1 0001 TIEBREAKER 18 (D.G) N Gcfrn 97. R Cochrane 2 

2 0-05 JUST DESERTS 44 P Mtan 93- J Toons 12 

3 0-40 9BJA08LE13 R Jcflnsm Hcngtan 9-2-JReU 1 

« -100 UT1I2BRAVE 1Z46cUt92—_ JTjftti 

5 -101 HUNTHLL51 [D,G]«Proa*92-- GDMMdS 

6 6304 IHCEPTA21 9 (Us 9-1..M«j7 

7 6106 SWOOSH 1216)JGknw8-13. — S0V»ms9 

e 0-00 I4HOTGHT STNG18 J Jenkins 8-12--JSBcfcB 

9 (B0 9MHAZ320Bunchdl8-7---RWce4 

10 3014 C0WA6E UNDER 37 D ArtUOnot 8-2-CRuBerlO 

11 000 Sffl£VA30MA&idwe-2-PRotanonS 

12 -456 SABRE BUTT 22 MTanoNM 92-A Weft* (5) 13 

13 0000 COURTNEY GYM 16 P Bunjnjne 7-10__ . JMasWG 

92 Hernia. 7 i TfcftMta knasa. 8-1 id OeoB Courage Ittte Rre Z*n 
EW. iO-i 'job Bwe. Smash. i4-i anas. 


1 3300 SttLET 18(B) WJmb 9?___ JRari 4 

2 0602 GaenC15PWatajn90-_ —.. RCochnne2 

3 -002 MAfK OP PROPHET 40 JBanb 90__ JforU*3 

4 4335 SHOHHAWAJAAH 15MJnfc9-0--PRotHnanl 

5 2522 MANNEQUIN 34 (BfiBHiIS 6-II - . _ . HKfeS 

11-0 Uucoun. 4-1 Gnchc. 92 ataua «a tab. 91 Start 91 HA 01 
Piantar 


ROWING 


8.40 SIX HILLS RLUES HANDICAP 

(£3.183:1m 8yd) (12) 

Us JftaRSdn 4-910 _ J Fortune 11 
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Henley supports the juniors 
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COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAOSRS:PMahn.8wnanfnjm41 mam. 195% UPrenrtLB 
Iran 43. ia«%; M Jams. 6 bom 33 1B2t P Watero. 3 born 17. 
17 A. H Candy. B bam 46.16 7%. B (bus. 10 ftm 64.15.6V W G 
M Tuner.4bon28 Uft 

XOSVS. J S6rt. 6 wkwt;/ ran3Srale, 167%. Cloativ. btam 
34.14.7%. C Teague. 4 bn 28 143%. J (tad. 15 bum ill, 13 5%. 
ft Baton. 7 bam 60 11 7%. RHSb. 10 tram 40 I11% MHDs. 12 
bwn 119.191V 


BRITISH junior rowing re¬ 
ceived a boost yesterday when 
the Henley Royal Regatta 
Stewards agreed to back 
“Project Oarsome" to the tune 
of £1901000 over the next four 
years (Mike RoscweU writes). 

Project Oarsome is a nation¬ 
wide scheme that aims to 
introduce rowing to schools 
and communities that have 
not been involved in the sport 
before and hopes to establish 
rowing sections in up to 50 
clubs by 2001. The project has 
been submitted to the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery' for funding and 
money from the Stewards' 
Charitable Trust will be used 


for grants u help cover the 
oost of boats, oars and ergome- 
ters required to develop junior 
rowing in local areas. 

The statement released yes¬ 
terday by Henley said: “The 
stewards applaud this initia¬ 
tive and are ve^ pleased to be 
able to offer this support" 

The news will be particular¬ 
ly pleasing for. among others. 
Mark Banks, the Great Brit¬ 
ain chief junior coach, who 
will be hoping to reap the 
benefit of such investment in 
the future. Banks is leading a 
seven-boat Britain team at the 
world junior championships 
in Ottensheim. Austria, this 


week. James Di Luzio, the 
Britain junior sculler, who 
won a gold medal at tire 
championships in a double 
scull in 1997, will take on 25 
rivals in the largest field in the 
competition. The coxed four, 
stroked by Chris Martin, have 
just ten opponents, although 
all of them, bar Egypt have 
impressive junior records. 

The No 1 women’s boat the 
coxless pair of Kathryn Stew¬ 
art and Rebecca Romero, have 
nine opponents, while the 
double scull of Frances 
Houghton, in her third junior 
championship, and Debbie 
Flood is in a field of 17. - 
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COMPANY GOLF DAYS 

RESULTS 


C 


ho fov't;? scores in the ir.Cr.2UJl 
■ri eenpotit-ea? f-Lrred on »e ccrr.p3ny 
'jry 


Mees Pierson j 


(100 


IT 

IIi 


5 


VW» - AcSusteUScof* 


MOBTHGATEBOTaH CASTLE R0YLE 

HOLDINGS LTD ^ 

J CBIUB M -JMMBIN -CMMfcM 

REXQV1T(UK) LID . TYTHSUNSIOIl 1ZB 

gnsns -bchadmmss ’mwnata -CBWTTta 
DIAL CONTRACTS LTD 

& COUNTRY CUB 

CNOE.X7 -pBiaBa/imna -ombwbh . 

VtZABflS SOLICITORS 80BWAMSTHJ 118 

flranaiB -chub -samira -commai 
SXEPTON matUNG SOCIETY CREPT . 152 

tium:a •caBaoE«*s01S0Dt40 ’MMBB ' 

BJE H0LD0I6S LTD LWJWiM 130 

JBE« *SB«Birta -jMUWHB -TH0WBA* 

AtS (YORKS) ' ‘ FOREST Of QALTHES 141 

d mum » 'Mat * iimook^ a-iMwiia . 
MCSteSORBOYALLASSOCUIBB- DUKES DENE 144 
(HtaJi vnrnn -*«!•■«»» •ia*a«i(n 
BREAZEALE, SACHSE A WILSON ROYALBLACKHBLTH . 120 
. ■iur»‘THnsiai -«waus7 ■»««» - 
UUHB TKHVteON UX . -WELCOME HOTEL 1SS 

jMiaa-itnnM -cumia -Fftaua 
VASTBBJK TRANSPORTQROUP l£E VALLEY 113 

■KTMBM 84 *400*14 *AIU£Y It S 

JACKSONS PBBBEB TYTHSWIBnW 152 

PfUKESSUBiAtADVfSStS 

muam V ’crxKXTT m *c«x£vw ymonM 

BmTTSHSTHLWSTRfBUTHJN 07LEY 123 

xkxbx -ssumvc <2 -MtuiBiti -onwnws 

DRttJH QtGMEftWG DUFF HOUSE BOYAL 127 




* , 

$0 



jooxxn PBUMCE2» ‘INMBTJ1 -OWCUKta . , 

raCHARDBJUS . WOnMG 138 

EisnssB 'imara -nmoras -utasn 
MILLS ASSOCIATES LTD BOLLS OF 124 

MONMOUTH 

«Eiasw« *4aaas'iioeea *asdet u ■ 

NUOFQHD TRUCK - DBIHAM 103 

nwa -iranas -pbom» *sagitHHio 
5CHR0DERISXANDU -TieWARWtCKSHHE 144 

tuna ‘oann 'Ganum -inrara 
FOBSIET GROUP PIC HBUMN LAKES 110 

dtoie» -i«an*B ‘•Biamuizt -auks 
NICHOLSON. GRAHAM & JONES ST GEORGES WLL 142 
jawMX ‘Pinna -omuan 
CTTYBECTRIGAL FACTORS LTD PORTAL 135 

■Toms n rvorut xbahuy m bnubott u 
SUSA BUCKLE BUCKRiBHAMaiBte 133 

rfHBKxa -osukh -cscounis -scanaLK 
LfflJS CITY COUNCIL 0ULTDNPARK 132 

EBFLOYOSS&SCLUB 

innguai inoia aanaw pavaaM - 
JBA(UK)LTD MOTTRAMHAU 129 

• : nom 

SIWIBl a. 'HHUWX 'CaBBaS-'KIUCEUZ 
1CRIMBOL0 PLUMBING WYBOSTDN LAKES 156 

& HEATING LTD - - - 

IUMU& 'AALtAAO ‘RHmSI«t ‘SOBB4I 

DERRY LANDSCAPES & FOREST PARK - ’ 151 

GARDEN BE51GN 

-pjB^liA n *>iuaama rRwnnitaO'ii.-cnDMM . 
WHITBREAD PLC - - BERKHAINSTB) .146 

8an— a kbpotm pnmnins cam* 

PETROLDff WELLSYSTEBS LTD ABDYNE . 141 

■UMitl -4GBBI 31 *flSmnRT3l "PBOB 17 

AJIJLPtC . warns 135 

SWIBSA 33 A PATEL B 'KCBASBT ® 'JMCWHOk M 

S.C.C.UMnHI A3HT0N-UNDBT 129 

LYNE . 

HITDO0BJ.il JD-DCnaLa -riCSAOHlS 'RUHBLB • 

SltfFFfflLfl TRAINING & ." ' WD00S0MEHALL 125 

' BnBffRtSE COUNCIL . 
iHURona 'xhoutw ‘Htnsiii 'jwmuetx - - 
8MLU( EXPLORATION BRECHIN. 137 

& PRODUCTION 

-AnH iH l fl— 0 1HW1 34 TTBQHTM1.14 l)Wmi . 

PRBDNYA1IAK THE1DNDON . 137 

GOLfCLhB 

jcibwih <i jaw 34 Rwwtnws nunta » . . 
QUAYPLC ; . WEYMOUTH 14B 

COT10B41 PCXMC37 nHCIM 3i «RH—M ‘ 




:'mmm 


aiiocifirc iPOHSovi 


= = CITROEN f 

wirij» \ .i |‘\i ) 

strokesaver GOLF 


For event details you can either: 

1 TELEPHONE 01714C3 7273 

2 FAX5ACK ON 0660 600664 




» ACCESS THE GOLF TODAY INTERNET SITE ON 
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The 3Com US. Robotics S6K 
Professional Message Modem 


You don’t know how to work the microwave 


Have we got the modem for you. 


J Hm Ef For ease 1 of use built to look and (eel Dke a telephone answering machine. Sf Operates at speeds up to 56Kbps at new V.90 Standard but also supports lower speeds. 

jQ, 0 Flash memory allows future upgrades. 0 Remote retrieval of voice messages even when PC is swirched off. 0 Stores fax and voice messages even when PC is 

More connected.' switched Off. To find out more, visit our web site at wwwjcom.co.uk/tlme ‘Due to varying line conditions, the download .speed you experience may be lower. 


FREEPHONE 


Tfth 3Com U.Sil Robotics 
56K Professional Message 
Modern* couldn’t be easi er 
to operate but has all the. 
features youTd expert from 
a fop ufjfie range modem. 
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FANTASY LEAGUE FOOTBALL 35 



CHOOSE YOUR PLAYERS FROM HERE 


UUMIlIlIi 



I n a sensational transfer 

coup. The Times has framed up 
with Fantasy League, the 
orgmal fantasy football game, 
to give you the chance to pick 
your team from the cream of the 
Premiership. To win the top prize 
of £50,000 phis a trip to the- 
European Cup final, simpfy pick. 

11 players from the list—only ONE 
from each Premiership dub. If 
you enter your team by August 15, 
when the Premiership starts, you 
have the chance to win £1,000 in the 
August Warm-up game. 

THEGAME 

You have a total budget of £50 
million, to spend—and remember 
you can only choose one player 
per dub. Your team must be in a 
4-4-2 formation, ie: 

■ one goalkeeper 
■ two full backs 
■ two centre backs 
■ four midfielders 
■ and two forwards 
If you feel like taking a chance, 
you can ask Fantasy League to 
choose a team at random for you. 
Simply tick tile Lucky Dip boot on the 
entry form. 

THE SCORING - 

The system is easy: 

A goal scored: 3 points 

An assist {last pass to a scorer): 2 

points 

Goalkeeper or defender^ ' 
appearance (for 45 minutes or more): 
1 point 

Goalkeeper or defender dean; 
sheet (including appearance point): 3 
points 

Goal conceded (applicable only to 
goalkeepers or defenders on the 
field): mines l point 

ENTERING 

You can en ter by post or 
telephone. Read the instructions 
below carefully then either call 

0640878899 

(+44 870 9014209 outside the UK) 
or else post thecoupon below ... 


tfremanatferofthe : 
fantasy Leagueteam with the 
mpat points attho end of the 
seoaqa/ftosa trlpfortwo to ttie 


Nfg 'RGG fof tti/n/ptecc •. 
•fM* 1 monthly prizes: eight . 
prizes of£l, 000 ,pte £100 of 
PmmsportsequIprimTtyWill be 
awaribd totbe managers whose 
teamsscoredie most points hie 
• p articular month 

weekly prizes: 36 prizes 
\6f£SOO,pta* £100,a/ Puma' 
’-sports equipment, await the 

wfth your entry fee. You can enter ' 

: as piany teams as you wish, but each 
, team must have a cfifferem name. 
Dont delay: the £1,000August 
Warm-up prize awaits. . . 

SUPER LEAGUES 

If you and some friends or 
colleagaes want to get together and 
form a. league, this is a brilliant 
way to play the game in an office, 
school, pub or sports dub. A . 


managers whose teams score the 
• mo st po ints hi e partksOar week. 
HBtJ h h O youth prizez there Is also 
a acparate ma n age r of the season 
Ybdtti League prize of ZLfiOO, plus 
monthly prizes of a PrmntersbJp 
football shirt 

9fH,000 August Warm-up prize . 
phis SIM of Puma sports 
- equipment to the manager whose 
te am w ins the eariy season game 
9 ^690 additional cash prizes wffl 
be announced later In the season 




minimum of five teams can form 
a league, and the chairman must 
send in tiie entry forms together. 
All teams entered into a Super 
League will auto mati c al ly be 
entered into the main Fantasy 
League. You will be posted a 
detailed monthly report showing 
how you are all doing. 

THE START 

You can enter Fantasy League at 


any time from now until noon on 
Tuesday, Septembers to qualify for 
the main game and the Youth 
League for entrants under IS. All 
valid entries received by noon on 
August 15 will qualify for the August 
Warm-up game played from that 
date until August 30. This enables 
you to assess form and, perhaps, 
win the £1,000 prize. Points scored 
during the Warm-up do not count 
towards the main game. You cannot 
change your Warm-up team. On 
September 8 all points will be reset to 
zero. 

TRANSFERS 

You will only be allowed to use 12 
transfers in the season. Full details of 
how to transfer will be published 
in due course. From August 30 until 
noon on September 8 you can 
make as many phone transfers as 
you like. These will not affect 
your season-long allocation of 12. 

Terms and conditions were 
published on Monday. They can also 
be obtained by sending a 
stamped addressed envelope to: 
Fantasy League. Competitions 
Dept Level 4,1 Virginia Street 
London El 9DB. 


THE TIMES MAIN FANTASY LEAGUE ENTRY FORM 


HOW TO ENTER YOUR FANTASY LEAGUE TEAM 


tcooe 



Vj Selectateamof 11 premiership players from those listed right The total value of 
Septembers^ ! your team must not exceed 250m and you cannot choose more than one player 
‘ I from the same premiership dub. Your team must be in a 4-4-2 formation with: one 
goalkeeper, two fullbacks; two centre-backs; four midfielders; and two forwards. 

TO ENTER BY POST Name your team on the entry form, left, in no more than 16 
characters. Enter the correct threebigit player codes from the list right followed by 
the players’ names. Enter the first three characters of each player’s team under the 
heading CLUB, le, LEE for Leeds. Also enter the value of each player shown on the 
Dst riffltt. Add up the values of the 11 players in your fantasy team and make sure the 
total value of your team is not more than £50m. Send your entry to the address 
shown, with a cheque/PO for £Z50(£10 starting outside UK or Rol) or your credit- 
card details, to arrive by first pa* on Saturday, August 15,1998, fertile chance to 
win the £1,000 prize in our August Warm-up game. Confirmation of your team and 
your personal identity number (PIN) wH! be sent to you upon receipt of your entry 
form. Readers under 18 should seek parental permission before entering. They must 
state their date of birth and Indicate if they wish to enter our Youth Learie. 

TO ENTER BY PHONE Call 0040 67 88 98 (+44 870 901 4209 outside the UK) 
using a touch-tone (DTMF) phone and when prompted tap in your 11 threedigit 
frfayer codes. You will be asked to give the name of your team (no more than 16 
characters). You wiD then be given a 10-dfglt PIN, make sure you write this down and 
keep it safe to be able to check your team’s progress and make transfers. CaHs last 
about seven minutes. 0640 caHs are 60p per minute. Calls from outside the UK are 
charged at national rates. Calls from payphones cost approximately double. 

LUCKY MP If you would tike us to select a team at random for you. please tick the 
Lucky Dip box on the entry form. Postal entries only. 

TO FQRIIA SUPB1 LEAGUE You need at least five teams to form a Super 
League- The chairman must complete the form below and submit it with a valid 


, rcunasy iwyucciiu/ lunu iui All tfwvmauon 


in the Super League, enclosing an entry 
fee of£5 per team (ElOsterfing otfSde 
■ I the UK or Rot) or credit-card details. 

1 Super League entries cannot be made 


r~ 1777 ?vn 


monthly report on the league’s progress 


All nbimation 
provided by Fantasy 
Ipqgup ltd Jr 

© Fantasy 


Aanoter Tines Newspapers tat PO Bat 495, 

Yfrgnfe Swat London El 9XY 


THE TIMES SUPER LEAGUE ENTRY FORM 


it- ? itaiM lBiii 




B } .MasterCard O 


I LOti irtitriKtaysA}, 

I ivttirfi biter 


ifiXP&y.date: 


J, DETAILS OFTHESUPER LEAGUECHAIRMAN 
r •-- Surname 


Postcode ..— 


..Daytime tel 


I J r lancltitea chequ0*p, made payable WtTtines.Newspapets Ud for £- 

1 l.iBforeach teamfnyoar Super. League whfctfi indudes your £250 entry fee for 
i l ttwttakvteagua (£i 0 aterfingforaach team for entrartfs outsktetftaLJK or Rol) 
i f.Or'.pleasecleM E t^-^.- from my credacard number. • - Expiry date: 

\.. j i 11 mu ii: 11 ;T in , ;■ m/m 

J JlMsetaicaro O '.' .VteaQ : Name oh oard -L ——2 -— 

I . | , 5iflp^'pJ{>8iptiB^slAsdcartS(eldBr • -.. 

I t msusnwsh&fat s m i rom a bgra Signature ' -?■ - •■■■■■■■■■- - ■■■■ „ . — - 

1 [ teams A StiPFRLEAGUE ARE 'AUTOMATICALLY BTTEfEQ JHTD OUR MAH LEAGLE 


[League; iMfctffing.lh* cbairawi, *dih pajmerifeiwCenwIopeto: The Times 


7 Neil Moss 

148 Paul Jones 

128 tan Walker 

155 Espeo Bamdsen 

129 Craig Forrest 

130 Sbaka Htslop 

133 Lsdek MBdooto 

132 NeHSeOvan 
135 Pact tieald 

FULLBACKS 

2C3 Read Garda 

204 LaeDtxiM 

205 Mgoi Wtoterbom 

260 David Gnxfln 

201 SaryCtertes 

209 Aten Wright 

211 Gary Cnet 

248 CaBum Davidson 

262 Jeff Kama 
221 CtortsPoweU 

240 Danny MBs 

241 Mark Bowen 

242 Steve Brawn 

243 A n t h ony Bamass 

210 Alberto Farrar 

212 Graeme Le Saux 

215 Calaitlnu Bahayaro 

216 Frank Sindak 

218 Steve Clarke 


David Bu rrows 
tan Bri^rtrvell 
Robert Koriuk 
Gary Sowett 
Staten Scfanoor 
John O'Kane 
Tony Thomas 
Michael Bafi 
Alex C Inland 
Terry Pbelao 
Mitch Want 
Daraiy GnewBe 
tarn Harts 
David Robertson 
Gary Kelly 
Lae Sharpe 
Robert unattome 
Robbie Savage 
Steve Gappy 
Jason McAteer 
Steve H ar tma n s 
Rob Jones 
Stlg Inga Bjomebye 
Veganf Hegjgem 
Deals Irwin 
John Curtis 
PWBp Nevflle 
fiayNnBt 

Curtis naming 
Vladimir Kinder 
Craig Harrison 
D ean G or don 
Gustavo Lombard 
Andy Griffin 
Steve Watson 


Laurent Charvet 
Carl Sonant 
Ale ssa n dro Pistons 
DesLytOa 
Alan Rogers 
TMerry Bonatalr 
Earl Barrett 
Andy HJochcOffe 
lanNoian 
John Beresford 
Lee Todd 
Jason Dodd 
C&veWBsoo 
Stepb m Carr 
Paolo Ttainrmani 
Justin Er&dwrtfi 
Steve Potts 
TTm Braacker 


234 Andy trnpey 

275 Duncan Jupp 

277 BenTbatchsr 

278 Alan Kimble 

282 Kenny C u n m ngr a tn 

CENTRE BACKS 

305 Stave Bould 

307 Tony Adams 

322 Martin Known 

337 GUee Griraancfl 

347 Matthew Upson 

301 Ufio ENoga 

303 Gareth Southgate 

304 Rlccardo Sc h aaca 

323 DavM Unswortb 

310 CoOn Hendr y 

353 Sefastfan Perez 

354 Damn Peacock 
Stephana Hencfauz 


FfWP YooCB 
PM Chappie 


356 Bernard Lsmborado 

365 Marcel DesaHJy 

366 nBchael Diteerry 

370 Andy Myers 

381 Rank Leboeof 

357 Gary Breen 

379 JesoGuy WaOecnme 
334 Paul WHDans 

387 Rickard Shaw 

388 UamDaish 

311 Jacob Laorsen 

312 Igor SUmac 

313 Bory Deiap 

314 Horaclo Angel Carbonari 

326 Christian DaKy 

305 Steven Bae 

324 Dave’Watson 

325 Cart TUar 

327 Craig Short 


330 LucaaRadebe 

331 MartlnHJden 
380 DavtdWetberaH 
398 Robert IMarav 

334 Gerry Taaart 

335 Pontoa. Kaamark 

336 Steve Wateb 

338 MattBDott 
389 Spencer Prior 

302 Stave Staunton 

320 PM Babb 

333 Mark Wright ’ 


qoraTore Kvanao 
321 HennhgBeig 

368 DavM May 

£32 Jaap Stem 

3S3 RomryJohnsen 
339 GaryPMMer 

343 Gtanhica Festa 

344 Steve Vlckeo 

34Q Stuart Pearce 

341 Steve Howay 

342 Hfcos Dafabas 

381 PtitBipo Afliert 

350 Cofa Cooper 

351 Steve Cbattfs 

352 Jon Otav IQeide 
Pater Atherton 
GoeeSarfieeld 


362 Dejaa St*teno»e 

364 Jon Newsome 

317 KenMonkou 

385 RaocieBenaa 

386 Richard Dryded 

391 Class iandelwam 

394 Seott Marshall 

346 CoSr CaMerwood 

373 John Scales 

Sol Campbell 
Rasas Vega 


e, Club, points 97-Ba, 

■ player perdue 

ARS 28 3.7 

ARS 15 3.4 

AST 13 3 2 

AST -5 2^ 

BIA 10 28 

BLA 16 3-1 


-1 2.9 

24 3.2 

6 2.4 

16 2.6 
0 Z3 
17 2.5 


17 3J. 

-1 2 £ 
26 2.9 

1 2.6 

-1 33 

23 3.3 

46 4D 
9 35 


11 3.0 
0 2.7 


-1 2 £ 

5 2.6 

10 2J5 

3 2.7 

-10 2.4 

20 2J5 


5 3.5 

28 4.1 

50 &-2 

0 3.4 

8 3.4 

19 3.7 

11 32 

-3 3.1 

18 3.5 

19 2.7 


22 4.0 

12 3.5 

20 33 

23 3J3 

12 2.7 

25 2.9 

24 2.9 
0 28 

-5 2.6 

28 3.0 


-1 28 

0 2.9 


10 3.4 

18 33 

28 38 

0 3.6 

-1 3.0 

12 3.3 

30 3.6 

31 43 

23 38 

-3 3.6 

23 3.8 

0 3.9 

38 43 

4 33 

44 4.3 

50 43 


18 3.4 

11 3.4 

9 3 3 

0 3-2 

14 3.5 

0 2.9 


-7 2.8 

9 28 

-6 2.5 

17 2.8 


-7 28 

6 3.0 

-2 2.9 

18 32 


16 2.9 

IB 2.9 

20 3.0 


18 38 

51 4.4 

24 4.1 

18 3.6 

5 3.4 

16 3.7 

16 3.6 

0 33 

10 33 

18 3.5 


18 3.4 
0 2.7 


18 3J5 

8 3.3 

44 42 

19 3-0 

0 3.0 

-1 2.9 

12 28 
0 28 

11 2.9 

15 3.0 

12 2.7 

0 3.1 


15 3.0 

8 2.9 
O 3.0 

15 3.5 

1 3.4 

26 3.6 

14 3.4 

4 32 

34 33 

30 33 

53 3.9 

24 3.1 

17 4.1 

12 3-7 

2 3.5 

16 38 

20 3.5 

30 3.9 

9 3.9 

0 4.5 

33 4.1 

39 32 


12 32 

9 33 

5 3.4 

17 33 


11 2.9 

4 2.7 

-11 28 

-2 2.7 


14 3.4 

0 33 


























































































36 SPORT 



Alan Lee on the example offered by 
the unlikely hero of the national 
side’s last full Test series triumph 


/AUSPORT 


E very cricket follower 
will think that he or 
she can red off the 
names of the last 
England side to win a full Test 
senes, those 12 long years ago. 
There was Catting and Gower 
and Botham and Lamb, of 
course, and Broad made a lot 
of runs and Dilley was the 
fastest gun in town. But how 
many would recall the man 
who batted through the open¬ 
ing day of the series, in 
Brisbane, and whose obstina¬ 
cy drove the Australians to 
such delicious despair? 

Bill A they made mare than 
300 runs in that watershed 
Ashes series, despite filling an 
alien role as opener. It was the 
very best of times and yet 
it did not lead to personal 
acclaim, nor even longevity. 
Athey played only nine further 
Tests, the last of them precise¬ 
ly ten years ago on the 
Headingley ground that to¬ 
morrow stages the latest £ng- 



Athey: patriot 

land attempt to break the evde 
of failure. 

Athey. who had long since 
departed the strife of his native 
Yorkshire, played on staunch¬ 
ly for Gloucestershire and 
laier Sussex, an admirable, 
anonymous perennial. His 
batting was spare, minimalist, 
sometimes plain boring — 
perhaps he had done well.to 
play 23 Tests — yet he was still 
a victim of the revolving-door 
mentality that helped to usher 
England into a long and still 
unresolved decline. 

“U seemed in those days that 
a player had only one bite of 
the cherry,” Athey said. ”lf he 
didn't swallow the cherry 
whole, he was out I found it 
interesting that the bulk of the 
Australian side we beat in 36- 
S7 was kept together and 
became a strong unit. We had 
changed half our winning side 
by midway through the follow¬ 
ing summer.” 


Most or the Ashes-winning 
side of 1986-87 have no active 
involvement in cricket now. 
but Athey can contemplate 
doing nothing else. He retired 
from playing last -autumn, 
soon after his 40th birthday, 
but. as coach of Worcester¬ 
shire, he speaks with genuine 
concern for a game that stfll 
consumes him. 

"England have gone far too 
long without success, especial¬ 
ly as they have always had the 
players to achieve it. They’ve 
done fantastically well to get 
back in this series, but it 
shouldn't hide the fact that our 
domestic cricket needs tough¬ 
ening up. If one or two 
counties must fall by the 
wayside to do it. then that is a 
sacrifice worth making.” 

Athey "s views on cricket 
have always been worth listen¬ 
ing to. If few have made the 
effort, it reflects on the tenden¬ 
cy to judge a person by the way 
he plays, rather than the way 
he thinks. “A lot of people 
probably thought I was a dour 
bloke; a miserable York- 
s hi reman,” he said. 

“I've certainly got some 
regrets about my career. 
When I started with York¬ 
shire, I was advised, pretty 
bluntly, to cut out the shots 
that could get me out. So I 
went from one extreme to the 
other and. looking back. I do 
wish lid expressed myself a bit 
more often." 

That he could bat attractive¬ 
ly is not in doubt—occasional¬ 
ly. he did so to memorable 
effort in one-day cricket — but 
in Australia, under Gatting, 
Athey was positively encour¬ 
aged to bore for England. 
Along with Broad, who shared 
opening stands of 223 in Perth 
and 112 in Adelaide, he doused 
the fire of a home attack that 
had been expected to over¬ 
whelm the touring team. 

“We'd had an awful time at 
the start of the tour and we'd 
had a right panning from the 
crowds and the press — de¬ 
served it, too. I was under 
pressure, because I'd only 
been brought along as the 
spare batter, but others failed 
and I was pressed into open¬ 
ing. They couldn’t get me out 
during the first day at Bris¬ 
bane and the tour never 
looked bade." 

Athey and Broad gave Eng¬ 
land the combination of right 
and left-handed openers that 
they have again now with 
Michael Atherton and Mark 
Butcher. “When it really 
mattered, in the first innings 



ELEVEN LOST YEARS 


EnefaBcTa record in major Test aorta* sine* winning tin Aabaaln 1987 
----- . £98847 VAUSTRALIA Won2-l -' 


1987 v PAKISTAN Lost 0-1 

1988 v * W INDIES:' r "L<Wt 04 

1989 v AUSTRALIA Lost 04 


1993 v AUSTRALIA Lost 1-4 - 

1993- 94' ». W UKU.-3 

1994- 95. ‘ v AUSTRALIA Lost 1-3 


Athey. who shared in an opening stand of223 in Perth, yearns for the England side to emulate die feats of the class of36 


of the Tests, we had good 
starts. It set the tone, relaxed 
the dressing-room.” 

No such emotion was pos¬ 
sible by the time that Athey 
bade his farewell to Test 
cricket, only 18 months later. 
England used four captains 
and 28 players for six Tests 
during the summer of 1988 
and, long before the end of it.' 
brief and recent euphoria had 
given way to chaos and 
depression. 

It is hardly surprising that 
Athey has no fond memories 
of-his final Test against West 
Indies, despite it being played 
on what he still regards as his 
home ground- England, cap¬ 
tained for the only time by 
Chris Cowdrey, were beaten 
by ten wickets in the equiva¬ 
lent of three days. “On the last 
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morning. I ran the ten miles 
from the hotel to the ground 
with Graham Gooch. I don’t 
recall much else.” 

The speed with which a 
momentous victory had been 
buried by ineptitude was stag¬ 
gering and Athey feels that the 


English game is only slowly 
coming to terms with recov¬ 
ery. “In the past five years, the 
approach has changed dra¬ 
matically. The England team 
is prepared much more thor¬ 
oughly now. In 1986. the first 
time the tour side got together 


was when we met at- the 
-airport hotel. 

“Some of the backup avail¬ 
able now is very good. Pm 
someone who might have 
benefited from sports psychol¬ 
ogy, but when I started out at 
Yorkshire, the only reaction 
you could expect on getting out 
was the coach telling you what 
a crap shot you’d played.” . 

Athey’s patriotism is legion, 
not least for the Union Jack 
tattooed an his left shoulder. 
He still cares passionately 
about the England team and. 
in his quiet, understated way. 
he will be urging them to end 
the wait to-emulate his class of 
*86. “I'd love England to win 
and get people off the game's 
back,” he said. “Being 
Headingley. I certainly don’t 
think it will be a draw.” 


By Richard Hobson 


THE instincts of Wasim 
Akraxn. the Lancashire cap¬ 
tain. and Dav Whatmore the 
head, coach, to encourage 
young talent wiU become evi¬ 
dent today when Chris Scho¬ 
field. a promising but raw leg 
Spinner, lines up against 
Gloucestershire. Defeat will 
eliminate Lancashire as seri¬ 
ous contenders for the Britan¬ 
nic Assurance county champ¬ 
ionship tide 

Whatmore is . undaunted 
that Sthofield returned match 
figures of two for IS3 from 40 
overs on his debut against 
Glamorgan, before playing 
for England Under-19 last 
week. “It was a typical first 
appearance, where he tried 
extremely hard, but things did 
not come out the right way,” 
Whatmore said. “He. gave the 
impression he was learning 
quickly, so we are optimistic.” 

Schofield may join Gary 
Yates in a spin pairing as 
Lancashire attempt to counter 
the threat of Waish, Smith 
and Lewis, who have 142 
wickets between them, by 
manufacturing a turning sur¬ 
face at Old Trafford. if Yates 
. makes his first four-day ap¬ 
pearance of the season. Austin 
or Chappie will miss out. 

Lancashire slipped to fifth 
place as rain allowed just 66 
overs in the last match against 
Leicestershire. Three points 
now separate four counties 
below Surrey, whose game 
against Derbyshire begins to¬ 
morrow. The leaders are 40 
points dear of Leicestershire, 
but Gloucestershire, in third, 
appear best-placed to catch 
them with two games in hand. 
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Australia present toughest of tests 


NOBODY could doubt that Australia 
were going to dominate the one-day 
series against England this summer, 
especially not after having beaten the 
same opponents so thoroughly in the 
World Cup during the previous winter. 
Sure enough, the series just completed 
followed the precedent set in India and 
Australia enjoyed a runaway victory. 

- England had contented themselves 
with the thought that they would enjoy 
greater success in the three four-day 
Test matches, the first of which begins 
in Guildford today, but privately, at 
least they must now have doubts. In 
the one-day matches, England were 
outplayed by a team that has notice¬ 
ably raised the game's standards and 
although England have also improved 
since their series win against South 


By Sarah Potter 


Africa last summer, the claim that that 
they can overcome the best in the world 
at the longer version of the game now 
seems fanciful. 

Victory in a Test match is based on 
being able to bow] out the opposition 
twice. Australia have the fizzing pace of 
Cathryn Fitzpatrick and the beguiling 
leg spin of Olivia Magno. England 
have a clutch of line and length 
merchants, all willing and able but, on 
the flat batting wickets of Guildford. 
Harrogate and Worcester, none are 
likely to be sufficiently penetrative. 

The England selectors have tinkered 
where they can, yet have made only 
one change from the one-day squad. 
“We felt there was nobody better to put 


in.” Eric Chapman, the chairman of 
selectors, said. "Everybody was under¬ 
standably on a bit of a downer after 
Lord’s, but weTe sure we Ye picked the 
best available. Australia are a fantastic 
team and we are hoping to show much 
more in the Tests” 

There will be uncertainty in the 
minds of one or two players this 
morning. Sue Redfem, the Derbyshire 
seamer. who was omitted from the one- 
day squad on fitness grounds, is back 
anq should play. However, her pres¬ 
ence gives England a plethora of left- 
arm bowlers and the sometimes erratic 
Lucy Pearson might make way. She 
has the height and potential to be 
genuinely quick but Sarah CoUyer. 17. 


inswing bowler, has 
control and all-round 


a right-arm 
shown more 
ability. 

Home supporters will be lifted by the 
fact that Charlotte Edwards and Jan 
Brittin, England’s two most influential 
batsmen, have recovered from injuries. 
. England would like to call on the leg 
spin of Edwards, an intention that wifl 
have raised discussion about the 
inclusion of Kathryn Leng. However. 
Leng is the front-line wrist spinner and 
to omit her would have sent out a 
negative signal. 

ENGLAND [from); K SmttMes (captan); BDanfeHs. J 
Cas&ar. C Cor*U>. G Edwadc, L Peanun, C Taylor, K 
S Metcalfe. M Reynard, S CoUyer. J Beam. S 


AUSTRALIA (bony: B OaK (capon). J Broadbent. B. 
Catvsf. J Daman. A Fahey. CBtpalncK, J FranWri M 
Grata. L K^ghUey, M Jones. 0 Magno. C Mason. J 
Pnce, KFWtan. 


Munich that Irani visited 
before the NatWest Trophy 
final last year. The pair flew 
back last night, but Essex, 
who play Glamorgan at 
Chelmsford, have named a 
squad of 15 as a precaution 
nevertheless. Parkin contin¬ 
ues to deputise for Watkin in 
the Glamorgan ranks- 

Tom Moody captains 
Worcestershire against Not¬ 
tinghamshire at Kiddermin¬ 
ster having agreed to return 
as the overseas player next 
year. The extent of his avail¬ 
ability depends on selection 
for the Australia World Cup 
squad. Nathan Batson. 20. 
from BtlJericay, replaces Hick 
for a debut and Rawnsley 
replaces the injured Illing¬ 
worth. : 

Anurag Singh will make 
his first championship ap¬ 
pearance of the season as 
Warwickshire face Middlesex 
at Lord’s- Rao and Bales have 
retained their places for Sus¬ 
sex, who play Durham at 
Eastbourne. 
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Sheehan on bridge 




By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

When as declarer you have to establish tricks in two suits, there 
is usually an indication as to which to try first. 

Dealer North North-South Game Rubber Bridge 

+ AQJ5 
▼ 104 
♦ J86 
+ KQJ3 



AU Pass 

Contract Three No-Trumps by South. Lead: two of hearts 


South dwuld have bid One 
Spade over East's One Heart. 
Then when North raises to 
Two Spades South robids 
Three No-Trumps. North, 
with four-card spade support 
and values concentrated in 
two suits, px-s back to Four 
Spades, a better contract than 
Three No-Trumps. 

Declarer puts up the ten of 
heans on rhe opening lead, 
and ducks EasTs king. He 
takes the next heart. Should he 
play on diamonds or clubs? 

If he has to develop tricks in 
hoth minors he has to hope 
East has only one of the aces. 
If the aces are sptiu it might 
appear a toss-up as to which to 
play first. But here there is a 
sound reason for playing 
duhs firsr— the suit may be 
good for three tricks, in which 
case declarer will have nine 
tricks four spades, two 
hearts and three clubs — 


without touching diamonds. 

So at trick three declarer 
plays a club. West cannot 
afford to rise with the ace to 
clear hearts, as that would 
give declarer three club tricks. 
He plays low, and the king 
wins. Now declarer switches 
to diamonds, thus making 
4-2-2-1 tricks in the various 
suits (tite “Hamman count", 
the way Bob Humman keeps 
track of what tricks he makesl. 

Or course, if East takes the 
king of dubs with the ace and 
clears hearts, declarer tests the 
dubs and only if they don't 
break 5-3 does he have to 
attack diamonds. Then he has 
to hope East docs not have 
that ace. If he does, the 
contract was unmakeable 
anyway. 

□ Roben Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 



Keene on chess 
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WORD-WATCHING 


By Philip Howard 


HAANEPOOT 

a. Creator of the pitfall trap 

b. An early German zoologist 

c. Table grape used for wine 

newmania 

a. An obsessive journalist 

b. The phobia of growing old 

c. Support for J. H. Newman 


STOMPNEUS 

a. A French tyre manufacturer 

b. Fish found off African coast 

c. Spanish brandy 
TOAD-FISH 

a. A fish substitute 

b. An overweight adolescent 

c. A cross-bred amphibian 

Answers on page 38 


By Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Sadler leads 

Mathew Sadler, the defending 
cochampion, nosed ahead of 
his chief rival Nigel Short in 
the Smith & Williamson Brit¬ 
ish championslup at Torquay 
when he won a difficult game 
against grandmaster Tony 
Miles, himself a former cham¬ 
pion. The opening was a Slav 
Defence to the Queen’s Gam¬ 
bit. a line in which Sadler is a 
noted expert. Although under 
pressure for some time Miles 
defended well, but finally col¬ 
lapsed through a blunder on 
move 38 which cost him 
materiaL 

White: Matthew Sadler 
Blade Tony Miles 
British championship 
Torquay IWS 

Slav Defence 


30 

Rxbl • 


31 

Ncb6 


32 

Nxb6 


33 

NwJ5 

0(8 

34 

Nc7 

Re7 

35 

R«J8 

Qxd8 

36 

Nd5 

Re1 + 

37 

Rxal 

Biel 

38 

b4 

Qe8 

39 

Nc7 

Qc6 

40 

Qe3 


41 

Qxa7 


42 

Qb8+ 

Kh7 

43 

Nea 

bS 

44 

Nd6 

16 

45 

Qa7 

Bb4 

46 

Nfii 

Bf8 

47 

Qf7 

QcS 

48 

Nd4 

Ba3 

49 

50 

NeG 

Qd7 

El 

51 

Bc7 

Bb4 

53 

(4 

Bc3 

53 

B 

b4 

54 

Bd6 

Black resigns 


Diagram of final position 
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d4 

Nf6 
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C4 

C8 
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d5 
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a4 

B15 

6 

c3 

e6 


Bxc4 

Bh4 

6 

0-0 

Nbd7 

9 

10 

Qa? 

e4 

Sf 

11 

Bd3 

hb 

T2 

BI4 

ReS 

13 

Rfdl 

Re8 

14 

h3 

a6 

15 

Racl 

CSb6 

16 

8b 1 

Bh7 

17 

Nd2 

OcS 

IB 

NC4 

Nb6 

19 

Na2 

B!8 

30 

b3 

Ra8 

21 

Khl 

NcS 

23 

35 

Nd7 

23 

Nco 

BW 

24 

Na4 

Oe? 

25 

Qo4 

N.'6 

26 

013 

Na7 

27 

Bo3 

Nd7 

28 

d5 

c»J5 

29 

exdS 

5xb1 



live play 

The top four boards of the 
Smith & Williamson British 
championship can be followed 
live each afternoon on 
the World Wide Web at 

http:Mwww.bcf JidirecLco.uk The 

British Chess Federation 
site can be located at 
http://www.bcLorg.uk. Live play 
can also be followed on Chan¬ 
nel 4 teletext, page 153. 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday m 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


ECB earns an A-plus for effort 

EXTRA 


THE England and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) is expect¬ 
ed within tiie next few days to 
announce details of a winter A 
tour to South Africa and 
Zimbabwe. It had been feared 
that a sequence of trips that 
began in 1989-90 and has 
become recognised as provid¬ 
ing a useful link between 
county and Test cricket would 
be broken because officials 
were struggling to find suit¬ 
able opponents. 

“We are waiting for confir¬ 
mation of itineraries,” Brian 
Murgatroyd. the ECB media 
relations officer, said. The 
situation is that a couple of 
countries could not host us 
because of other commitments 
and we cannot go to New 
Zealand because we are going 
there next winter." Pre-tour 
training sessions have been 
confirmed already at the new 
Centre of Excellence at Trait 
Bridge in December. 

Village politics 

Eastnor, in Herefordshire, 
have threatened to take the 
organisers of the national 
village championship to the 
Commission for Racial Equal¬ 
ity after being disqualified for 
fielding ineligible players. The 
team they beat Plum tree in 
Nottinghamshire, have been 
reinstated. 

“Five Pakistanis turned up 
at the match in two taxis and 



COVER 


two were paid £50 each to 
play." Ben Brocklehurst, who 
runs the competition, alleged. 
“Eastnor broke two rules. A 
player has to have lived in this 
country for at least three years 
and played eight times for his 
village. They disagreed with 
our definition of an overseas 
player, but I told them the 
organisers' decision was 
final."Eastnor then claimed 
their opponents broke the 
rules by including a Pakistani 
in their side. 

Plumtree produced a certifi¬ 
cate to prove that he was a 
citizen of the United Kingdom. 
“We shall be questioning the 
chairman oF Eastnor before 
the first round next year as to 
the makeup of their side." 
Brocklehurst said. 


Car ire 


David Lawrence, who retired 
for a second time earlier in the 


season, has received a police 
caution after smashing a car 
windscreen in a road rage 
incident The former England 
and Gloucestershire fast 
bowler, driving a convertible 
BMW, became angry when’ 
the car in front refused to 
allow him to pass and then put 
on its brakes in the fast lane of 
the M4 near Swindon last 
month. After the vehicles even¬ 
tually [Rilled up on the hard 
shoulder, Lawrence hit the 
windscreen with his fist “The 
lunatic could have killed me.” 
Lawrence, who now runs a 
wine bar and restaurant in 
Bristol, said 

Tongue slip 

■ Paul Grayson’s selection in 
the provisional England 
World Cup squad made him 
the target of sledging when he 
I^ayed for Essex against 
South Africa last week “This 
must be die bloke we’ve never 
heard of," Pat Symcox said 
from slip as Grayson took 
guard. 

Pupils examined 

Sherborne is believed to have 
become the first English 
school to to or Pakistan. Asad 
Khan, a former pupil now 
living in Karachi, helped to 
organise the trip, which 
brought four wins and two 
defeats. With three people 


lulled near one of the grounds 
the night before a game, the 
boys, aged 16-18. were advised 
to stay indoors at night and 
given police escorts to their 
matches. “U was a good expe- 
. rience of cricket and an even 
greater insight into life," Mike 
Norton, the cricket master, 
said. 

Rat’s tale 

This is the Year of the Rat. 
That is how Rajesh Maru. 
who is likely to remain with 
Hampshire as a coach next ■ 
year, has styled his Benefit. 
His logo depicts his body 
spinning the ball on a rodent's 
paw. The left-arm spinner was 
not always so keen on the 
comparison and hated the 
nickname bestowed upon him 
by Mike Seivev, his former 
colleague at Middlesex — un¬ 
til. of course, it came in useful. 

Collar felt 

Mark Nicholas, the Hamp¬ 
shire captain turned commen¬ 
tator. turned up in the 
marquee at The Cricketer Cup 
final last Sunday at Roe- 
hampfon without a tie. E. W. 
Swan ton. the president of the 
competition, looked him up 
and down and inquired: 
“What is your job on this 
ground?” 

Father Times 




TH E TIMES WEDNESDAY AUGUST 5 1998 

Lancashire look 
to the future 
with Schofield 


€ 


“We have got to'approach 
the game to win. rather than 
just making sure we do not 
lose, and 1 imagine Glouces¬ 
tershire will think the same 
way,” Whatmore said. 

Leicestershire, with Chris 
Lewis fit again, also include 
James Ormond in a squad of 
13 for the visit of Somerset A 
back problem has restricted 
the England A seam bowler to 
just two championship games 
so far this season. Somerset 
have allowed Mushtaq Ah¬ 
med compassionate leave to 
visit his wife in Pakistan after 
complications followed the 
birth of his second child. They 
also have doubts over 
laihweU and Buibeck 

Prichard, who has shin 
splints, and Irani a broken 
finger, have been receiving 
treatment at the dinic in 


m A 
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WINNING MOVE 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position 
is from the game Gurevich — 
Bauer, Philadelphia, 199S. 

Black is slightly lacking in 
development os his knight and 
rook are not vet in the game. 
How did White act quickly to 
exploit this? 

Solution on page 38 



MONDAY'S LATE SCOREBOARDS 


Axa League 

- Surrey v Sussex 

THE OWL (Sussex won tossl Sussex 
fjpis) btJaf Surrey by eighi iviotets 
SURREY 

IJ Ward c Bwan b Marttn-Jantamj . 20 
A D Brown c Martin-JanWni; 

b Robnson . 19 

JDRaraHfec Adams b Robinson _- 1 

M A Bufcher tiffi out. 3 

J A Knca c Humphries b K Mmiel ..6 
N Shatnd c Hunqrties b KffUay .„ ... IS 

-A J Rotate bit Newefl.6 

tJN&mynotour.-. 23 

ID K Salisbury b Edwards-... 22 

M A V Befl not out.- . t! 

Extrasflb6. w tq.- -J7 

Total $ wWa, ..-.143 

J E Benjamin did not bat 
FALL OF WICKETS; 1-38. 3-44. 3-44. 
4-60, fr88, 6-34. 7-84. 8-128 
BOWUNG: KMey 7-0-3 M; MamrkJen- 
Uns 8-3-18-1; Hqbmson 8-2-17-3. Ed¬ 
wards 60-25-1; K Newel 60-28-2; 
Adams 30-12-0 . 

SUSSEX 

RKRaocSalsbuybButcher .... is 


R S C MartovjenMns bn-b Benjamin .4 

*CJ Adams not out &i 

MGBevBifiarQut _ .39 

Extras (b Ife 5, w 12, no 4).22 

{2 wtoa, 2&S overs)-144 

M Newe*. j R Carpenter, K Newe*. A D 
Edwards, fS Humphries, f? J KWay and 
M A Robinson did not baL 
FALL OF WICKETS 1-35.3-29 
BOWLING Benjamin 3-1-29-1; Sefl 7-0- 
390; Butcher 6-1-17-1; Safisbuy a-O- 
21-0: Hbfoake 2J5-0-2S0. Knar 1-0-7-0 
Urnprw. J C Bddorrdone and R Jl&ui. 

Warwkksfure vGlamorgan 

EDGBASltJN (Warm ekefttw mon Wssj; 
Glamorgan (4pw osar W&nMcfc$hrre-ty 
38fljnsfatinemod) 

GLAMORGAN 

SP Jamas bStwiWi..?...30 

"MPMaynardiburbMumon ..43- 

A tiatebSheWr.. 43 

PA Coney cKraghtb She** .„Q 

MJPowinatout. . __:„36 

RD-BQaaconabGitea.-.2 

tl Dmood not ou*.4 

Extras(B> 11.w3) . .... '._ 14- 

Total (6 wtas, 36 owra)_172 


S C B Tcmfinson. A P Davies. □ A Cosher 
and OT ParWotfidnot bet 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-80. 2-92 3-93. 
4-159.5-167; 

BOWLING Giddrej &0-34-C. Welch 7-0- 
27-0: Mtaaon 00-30-1; ShoMr7-0-28-3. 
Smdh 5-0-31-Q Gfes 3-0-11-1. 

WARWICKSHIRE 

N V Kr’rtrt c Dawond b Davies ..11 

NUK SiBH b Parian _ 4 

GWofcftbDawKi.. 3 

DPQsttef cDawodtjOdfl_14 

TL flamytoCasker .. .; 27 

•B Clara runout . . ....30 

A FGdescCoOayb Cosher-.,23 

TKJFSpar-bDale.. e 

MAsnaRtmoiour _ .3 

TAIftntaistDasDodbCosfcer...._ .1 
e&.HGidttnsbDate o 

Extras flb M.w9.nb4) __ 24 

Total (333 oven}___146 

FALL OF WICKETS- 1-21. 2-24. 3-32. 

441.5-W1.6-12Q. 7-143 8’14Z, 9;!45. 

BOWLING Pakn 8-0-32-(- Davies fro- 
17-2; Craft &052-1 Qate 034VK-2. 
Tomfiison 3-0-24-0 faster 4-0-18-3. 

Umprea: A G T WMtetead and 
JWHolclar. 


Airline backs ( 
tournament 


EMIRATES, the internation¬ 
al airline, has agreed to 
sponsor the triangular one- 
day tournament this month 
involving England, South Af- 
ricaand Sri Lanka. 

The-England and Wales 
Cricket Board has lost half of 
its tournament sponsors In 
the past six months and 
E mirates* late decision is a 
great boost 

The competitioa to be 
known as the Emirates Trian- 
guiar Tournament gets under 
way when South Africa and 
Sri Lanka,-the World Cup- 
holders. meet at Trent Bridge 
tin Friday, • August ^14. The 
final is at Lord’s on August20.' 
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Illness ends Forest forced 

Bradford’s --- 

attempt to Van Hi 

sign Abou 
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Forest forced to tread warily over striker’s self-imposed exile 

Van Hooijdonk calls the shots 


By Our Sports Staff 

BRADFORD City have halted 
the proposed £900,000 trans¬ 
fer of Samassi Abou from 
West Ham United after it was 
discovered that the player was 
suffering from malaria Abou. 
a France Under-21 interna¬ 
tional. apparently contracted 
the disease during a recent 
trip to the Ivory Coast 

"Samassi had been running 
a temperature erf over I OOF 
and blood tests have shown he 
has ^ co ntracted malaria." 
Geoffrey Richmond, the 
Bradford chairman, said. “We 
have decided to pul the trans¬ 
fer on hold. We win continue 
our search for a replacement'’ 

Fan Zhiyi, the C hina cap¬ 
tain. will fly to London on 
Monday to discuss a move to 
Crystal Palace. The proposed 
$700,000 transfer from 
Shanghai Shenhua would 
make him the first Chinese 
player to play professionally 
in England. He is reportedly 
bringing Sun Jihai, his inter¬ 
national team-mate, for a trial 

John Gregory, the Aston 
Villa manager, said yesterday 
that the proposed transfer of 
Dwight Yorfce to Manchester 
United was “dead in tire 
water” after Patrick Khtivert 
turned down a move to Old 
Trafford earlier this week. 

Gregory Is only prepared to 
let Yorke go in exchange for 
Andy Cole. However, he said: 
“With Khiivert not going to 
United, I would have thought 
Alex Ferguson is more con¬ 
cerned than ever about keep¬ 
ing Andy Cole." 

Tony Roberts, the Queens 
Park Rangers goalkeeper, cel¬ 
ebrated his 29th birthday yes¬ 
terday by joining MiDwall on 
a free transfer. Michael- 
Meaker. a former Queens 
Park Rangers winger, has 
joined Bristol Rovers from 
Reading on similar terms. 

Ray Mathias returned to ! 
Springfield Park yesterday for 1 
a second spell as Wigan 
Athletic manager. Mathias, 
who replaces John Deehan. 
was in charge at Wigan be- | 
tween 1986 and 1989. , 


By Kevin McCarra 

THE steep climb in transfer 
fees is a conspicuous feature in 
the topography of football, but 
the greatest inflation of all 
may have taken place in the 
minds of players. Although 
Nottingham Forest supporters 
will have been downcast by 
the refusal of Pierre van 
Hooijdonk to return to train¬ 
ing with the club this week, the 
matter is intriguing to unaffili¬ 
ated onlookers. 

Much to the disquiet of his 
employers, the forward seems 
to be intent on bringing a 
presidential tone to his role at 
the dub. Van Hooijdonk stat¬ 
ed that he introduced Wim 
Jonk, his Holland team-mate, 
to Forest and professed him¬ 
self displeased that the mid- 
field player was not signed by 
the dub and has now joined 
Sheffield Wednesday instead. 

In his complaints. Van 
Hooijdonk expressed the feel¬ 
ings of many supporters who 
are distressed by Forest’s fail¬ 
ure. so far, to strengthen the 
team significantly since win¬ 
ning promotion back to the FA 
Carling Premiership. -The club 
may fed bemused to find a 
leader of the opposition 
emerging from within its own 
payroll. Nonetheless, Dave 
Bassett, the manager at the 
Gty Ground, has been careful 
not to alienate an important 
player. 

Van Hooijdonk did score 34 
goals last season as Forest 
won the Nationwide League 
first division tide. “I can’t 
make Pierre change his mind. 
It’S out of my hands," Bassett 
said. “I'm disappointed, irs 
not ideal and the board will 
discuss his situation on Fri¬ 
day. but if Pierre derides in a 
week's time to came back and 
play, then well get on with it 
and there will be no ill-feeling 
whatsoever.” However, the 
forward reiterated last night 
that he will not return. 

Bassett had turned down 
Van Hooij dank’s request for a 
transfer, but. despite the fact 
that the forward has four 
years of his contract remain¬ 
ing. the manager still feds 


RUBEN SPffiCH 



Van Hooijdonk’s position of strength is built on the goals that made him a Holland player 


obliged to be conciliatory. 
These, after all. are turbulent 
days for Forest. It emerged 
yesterday that Trabzonspor, 
the Turkish club, has not 
yet completed the purchase 
of Kevin Campbell for 
£3 million. 

Campbell's presence in the 
squad, though, is unlikely to 


prove sufficient to mollify Van 
Hooijdonk. His self-regard 
has grown as rapidly as 
his value since he joined 
Celtic, from NAC Breda, for 
£1.2 million in January 1995. 

The ratio of two goals to 
every three appearances made 
him an idol to Celtic support¬ 
ers. As long as he prowad so 


effective, the signs of arro¬ 
gance were tolerated, even if 
some of his team-mates made 
sarcastic reference to Van 
Hooijdonk as His Shyness. 
Nonetheless, his relationship 
with Celtic eventually turned 
toconflict 

The player insisted that 
there had been a verba] agree¬ 


ment that he would receive 
improved terms if he did well. 
Critic offered an enhanced 
and extended contract, but 
Van Hooijdonk refused to sign 
it and was reported as saying 
that £7,000 a week might be 
“good enough for the home¬ 
less, but not for me”. Mutual 
resentment made his position 
with Celtic untenable. 

It was alleged that Van 
Hocijdink had refused to 
warm-up before a Uefa Cup 
game with SV Hamburg in 
1996. A few days later, he was 
dropped from the squad for an 
Old Firm match after he 
refused to confirm to Tommy 
Burns, then the Celtic manag¬ 
er. that he would be fit to play. 
He was sold to Forest for 
£4 million in March 1997. 

If Van HooijdonkS self- 
belief has been flagrant, there 
are reasons for the forthright¬ 
ness. As a late developer, he 
has been obliged to stand up 
for himself and proclaim his 
talent. He was already 25 
when he joined Celtic and. two 
years ago. a fine season in the 
Scottish League premier divi¬ 
sion amid not earn him a 
place in the Holland squad for 
Euro 96. 

Van Hooijdonk is an impec¬ 
cable striker of the ball, but his 
critics doubt whether he has 
the pace or reflexes to score 
consistently against lop-dass 
opponents. When Forest were 
facing relegation from the 
Premiership in 1997. he was 
able to claim only one goal in 
eight appearances. 

Guus Kidd ink, the Holland 
coach at the World Cup finals 
this year, called Van 
Hooijdonk “my pinch-hitter", 
praising his impact as a 
substitute while confirming 
that he could not hope to be in 
the starting line-up. For the 
moment. Van Hooijdonk is in 
self-imposed exile from Forest, 
training with Breda. 

Despite all the mayhem 
caused. Van Hooijdonk's 
goals ensure that he is not 
dispensed with lightly. Some 
Critic supporters will, even 
hope that his dispute" with 
Forest is the mere prelude to a 
return to Glasgow. 


Matthews applauds choice of League legends 


By Russell Kempson 

FOOTBALL journalists know 
tittle about the game, as they 
are often reminded by those 
involved in the sport at all 
levels, and their choice of “i00 
League Legends” — to com¬ 
memorate the centenary sea¬ 
son of the Football League — 
caused much debate yester¬ 
day. The omission of Jade 
Chariton. Trevor Brooking 
and Ian Wright, plus other 
players of international re¬ 
pute, was particularly open to 
criticism. 

The reporters’ brief was to 
spread the names chronologi¬ 
cally across all eras of the 


game's development Richard 
Scudambre, die League's chief 
executive, said: “The commit¬ 
tee had an immensely difficult 
task to choose just 100 legends, 
but I think that the list they 
have confirmed is almost im¬ 
possible to better." 

Sir Stanley Matthews, who 
played from 1932 to 1965, said: 
“It is a wonderful initiative 
and irs great to see so many of 
my footballing friends and 
colleagues on tine list” 

Six players now playing in 
the FA Carting Premiership— 
Tony Adams, Paid Gascoigne, 
Alan Shearer, Ryan Giggs, 
Efeter Schmeichel and Dennis 
Bergkamp—were included. 


l£AGVE LS3&JDS (totfranoknkaf ordafr 
W Barnett (Wad Bromwich Albion. 1888- 
1900); A Hunter (Aston VRa. 1888-SI); J 
Goodnl (Preston North End, Derby Cainty, 
New Brighton, Gkssop. 1888-1904): 5 Btoo- 
msr {Derby. MW**sbroi>sft 1B6G-KH5); W 
MeradBh (Nwthwfch Victoria, Manchester 
Cty. Manchester United. 1803-19251; R 
Crompton (EtacMxm Rowra, 1B96-1821), 
W Foutt® (Sheffield Unted. Cnetosa. 
Bradford tty, 1804-1308); A Common 
(Sunderland, Sheffield United, MMd- 
tesbrough, AroencI, Preston. 1900-19: S 
Hsdy (Cheaerfw'd Liverpool. Aston Via, 
Noting hem Forest 1902-26): W McCracken 
(NmaEOa United, 1904-24); V Woodward 


JpL 


(Aston Via. HudderefleW Town. 
191030); C Buchan {SUidertend. Arsenal 
1910-29): E Scott (Liverpool 191264); D 
Dear (Tranmara Howra, Evorton. Notts 
Coirty. 1923-39); G Canraefl IQurhem. 
Wdetesbrouf* 1924-30): H GeBsghar 
(Mewcasrie. Chelsea. Dwby. Nods Counrv. 
Grimsby Town. Gd&ahmd. 1925-38) 
HB*» (Bnrtnuharn tty. Bridal C 
30): A Jamas (rrosnn, Arsenal t 



Arsenal 1 
Aigyto, Botton Wanderers. Ara- 


anar. 1830-35); S Matthaus (SMB Qty, 

Backport. 1831-86); E Drake (Souttampton, 

Arsenal 1931-39): J Muroer (Ewrion, Are- 
eral 1932-64): R Carter (Sunderland, ~ ' 

Hi* tty. 1BSM 
Manchester Cay, 

carter Rowers. 1933-54);FSwSt (Manchester 
City, 1938-61); T Lawton (Btrntay. Evenoa 
Chelsea. Nods Couay, Brentford. Arsenal Greaves to 
193537): W Mannion Uddtesbrough. Hul. Unttd.1957 
Q Hardwick (MldcSetbrouph, OW- chaster tty. 
ham AlhJettc. 1837 66); j Carey (Man LW. (Chesterftaa 
1037-54); 8 Morttnaan (Bfedcpool HUL 
Southport Town. 1B38-68L Nftsnktti 
iSioke, Hul, Crewe Alexandra. Stot 
Ccusy, 1948-58); T ford (Svenaea 
Aston Via. Sunderland, Cwdffl tty. Newport 
AFC. 1946-61); N LoAhouM (Baton. 1946- 
61). T Finney (Praam. 19*060); A Ramsey 
(Soutanptan, Tottenham. 1946-55): L 
ShacMeton (Bradford Park Avenue. Nonces 
Be. Sundeafend 1946-99); J Dtdcfoson 
(Portsmouth, 104665); A Rowley (West 
Bromwich, FuBiam. Leicester tty. Shrews 
buy Town. 194665): W LkJdal (Liverpool. 

1946-61); W Wright (Woheihamptan Wand 
eras, 1946-se); Aram (Maweaa*. 1946 
— ■ Charles (Leeds, CartStf. 1946-66): l 
eh (Swansea, Newport. Can ttl. 1946 
Bffl: D Bten crt taw or (Barnsley. Aston Via. 

Tottenham, 194664); B Treutmann (Manch¬ 


ester tty. KM964); J Mcflroy (Burnley. 
Stoke, Odham. 195060). TTaytor (Barnsley. 
ManUtd. 1950-58): C Jonas (Swansea. Totl- 
enhom. Fulham. 1952-70); J Fteynee (Frt- 
ham. 1958-70); D Edwards (Man IM. 1953- 
58): J Amffiafc) (Btadrpool. 1964-71>.TPaif» 
BoUhampton. Hereford Ureted. 1956-77): R 
Onriun (Man Utd. Preston. 1966-75): J 
Greaves phetsea. Tottenham. Wes Ham 
Urated. 1957-71); D Law (Huddersfield Man¬ 
chester tty, Man IM 1956-74); G Banks 
Leicester. Stoke. 1958-73); D 
(Tottenham, Derby, Swindon Town. 
1958-72): R Moore (Wes Ham. Frtham. 
1956-77); A Mutery (Fufoam. Tottenham. 
1958-7®; Q Hum (West Ham, Suite. West 
Bromwich. 1959-76). N SHes (Man Utd, 
Mddbsbrough. Prwaon. 1959-Try. j Giles 
(Man Utd, Leeds. West Bromwich. 1999-77). 
W Brenner (Leeds, HUB. Doncaster. 1956- 
82). F UdJntocfc (Lecester. Arsenal. 
Queens Park Rangers. 1999-77); A Young 
(Everton, Stockport. 196069). M Patera 
Ham. Tottenham. Nonitch tty. She! 
msu Unted, 196061): T Snath (Uvnpool 
Swansea, 1962-70), N Hunter (Leads. Bnacr 
tty. Barrsfey. 196263): P Janrtnga |Wat 
tout Tottenham, Arsenal. 196265): A Bal 
(Blackpool, Eueiton. Arsenal Southampton. 
&tsd Rovers. 195264). C Bel (Bury. Man 
tty, 1963-79); O Beat IMan Utd. Stodpoa 


Futnam. Bournemouth. 198363): P Sftlton 
(Letestor. Stockpon, Nottm Forest Soutv 
ampion. Derby. Hymouih. Baton. Leyton 
Orient 1965-97): R Ctemanoe (Scuuhwpe 
UnitBd. Lwerpod. Tottenham. 1966-88): M 
Macdonald (FUhom. Luton Tran. Nencas- 
de. ArsenaL 1968-77); K Keegan (Saav 
thorpe, uvarpod Sotihampton. NswcasOe, 
196664): T Francta (Blnrtnoham. Nottm 
ForesL Man tty. OPR. ShBnetdWbirBsday. 
197095); G Sounau (MMUesbrough. Liver¬ 
pool 197264): LBrady (Areena, West Ham. 
1B73-90); G HotMa tionenham. Sutedon, 
Crielsea, 1974-96). BRobeon (Viteat Brom. 
Man Did, MdaaEbratoh. 1974-971: A 
Haneen (Uverpod, 1977-90): K Da^Bsh 
ILwapotH, 1977-90): G Lineker (Laceear, 
Everton. Tonenham. 1976-93): I Rush (Chea¬ 
ter tty. Liverpool, Leeds. Newcaassa. 1978- 
98); O Ardfles (Tottenham. Bta&hun. OPR. 
Swndon, 1978-9W, N Southall (Buy. Port 
Vfefe. Evenon. Stoke. 1980681; P McGrath 
(Man Utd. Aston Via. Derby. 168168): J 
Barnes (Wretnd. UwsrpooJ. Nawcastte, 
1981 98). A Adams (ArsenaL 1983-98): P 
Gascolpifl (Newcastle, Tottenham, kfiddes 
trough. 198466). A Shearer (Southampton. 
Blackburn, Newcastle, 198766); R Gljjge 
(Man Utd. 1990-98): E Cantona (Leeds. Man 
Lfld 199167): P Schmetehat [Man Utd 
1991-98): D Bergkamp (Arsenal 1995-96). 


Players hold 
balance of 
financial power 

O ne of the things game have made the money 
about growing up men less powerful. Increas¬ 
es that you ger jo ingly, the power is at the feet 
recognise the dif~ of the players. 


O ne of the things 
about growing up 
is that you ger to 
recognise the dif¬ 
ference between pattern and 
coincidence. If every pretty 
girt refuses to sleep with you. 
it might be something to do 
with you rather than them. If 
every boss oppresses you. the 
problem might be elsewhere 
than with the bosses. It is a 
sign of immaturity to believe 
that all the female refusers 
are, by coincidence, lesbians 
and to believe that aJl the 
| bosses are, by an equally rum 
coincidence, psychopaths. 

So perhaps Alex Ferguson 
ought to come terms with the 
fact that the reasons that he 
and Manchester United keep 
failing to sign top-quality 
international strikers is not 
because the players they seek 
are alL by coincidence, insane, 
egomaniacal money-grab¬ 
bers. The problem is to do 
with him. or with his dub. 

They tried to sign Manxio 
Salas, of 


Chile, and 

failed Now _ 

they have 
failed to sign 
Patrick 
KluivetV of 
Holland. 

Both are fop 
men, among 
the best in 
the world. 

Manchester 
United is 
supposed to 
be one of 
the greatest 
dubs in the 
world, so 

why weren't Mirluue 

these player; MIQW6 

on their — ^ 
knees with 

gratitude when the call from 
United came? 

And, down at Nottingham 
Forest. Pierre van Hooijdonk 
has refused to go back to 
Nottingham for the coming 
season. He has four years left 
on his contract, but he does 
not want to play for them any 
more The dub is. he says. 
insufficiently ambitious. 

Dave Bassett, the Forest 
manager, has said that he 
wants only players who are 
“fully committed to the dub". 
In that case, he has no option 
but to sign a dozen season 
ticket-holders. You will not 
find “full commitment” from 
a modern professional foot¬ 
baller. 

This is not to criticise the 
footballers. It is to note an 
important shift in the balance 
of power. It used to be said 
that no player is bigger than 
the game. The phrase was 
nothing less than an instru¬ 
ment of oppression. Players 
were serfs, to be bought and 
sold. Power lay In the hands 
of the chairmen. 

But perversely (or perhaps 

not perversely at all), the 
floods of money that have 
come sweeping through the 


game have made the money 
men less powerful. Increas¬ 
ingly, the power is at the feet 
of the players. 

The notion that no player is 
bigger than the game has 
always been an obvious non¬ 
sense. Players are the game. 
Without the players, there is 
no game. There is more and 
more money in the game, but 
it is ail made on the names of 
the artiiat players. You don’t 
believe me? Then tell the last 
fan who bought a replica shirt 
with the name of the chair¬ 
man on the back. 

Players, the tradition says, 
must fit in with the traditions 
and the wage structure of the 
dub. The tradition of all clubs 
is of oppression, obedience, 
serfdom, a reward that is not 
commensurate with the play¬ 
ers’ power over their 
audience. 

But this is all changing. 
Players are not going to be 
grateful for the favour of 
employment, particularly not 
great play- 
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Midweek View 


ers. They 
know dubs 
are lucky to 
get them. 

Football's 
old system of 
paternalism 
is breaking 
down. Bass¬ 
ett and Fer¬ 
guson are 
losing the 
players they 
want because 
they are- 
working to 
an outdated 
system of val- 

kView ^ 

can com- 
mand more 
than you would believe pos¬ 
sible. Last season, Jurgen 
Klinsmann had a clause in his 
contract that said he could not 
be dropped. 

The one side that has spot¬ 
ted the new reality and adjust¬ 
ed to it is Chelsea, with a 
succession of young, cosmo¬ 
politan player-managers. The 
policy of cheerfully paying 
through the nose for great 
players has brought great 
rewards: no side has im¬ 
proved its status more over 
the plast few years. 

Where do we go from here? 
The new reality must eventu¬ 
ally become accepted, but 
history does not tend to 
stand still. Perhaps the next 
step is collective bargaining, 
the system dial prevails 
in the United States. 

It is a frightening thought 
After all. collective bargaining 
brought about the cancella¬ 
tion of baseball’s World Series 
in 1994. 

Where America leads, 
Europe generally follows a 
couple of decades later. Sport 
is about players, great sport is 
about great players. Football¬ 
ers are now aware of this. 
Football has been warned. 


FOR THE RECORD 


BASEBALL 

AMERICAN LEAGUE Chicago Whin So*S 
Tampa Bay 1; Anaheim 11 Oewtenci 4. 
NwrYok Yankees 14 Oakland 1; Snaffle 3 
Boston 1 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: San Francisco 6 
PMafetetvi 1; Montreal G San Dteqo 1; 
Florida 11 Houston 3; Colorado 7 «fr 
hurt z Los Angete3 8 New Yoik Mato 6: 
Arizona 6 Chicago Cube 5: MDwatoe 6 St 
Lotus 5 _ 

BASKETBALL 

ATHENE: World chanipto«whi» Second 
rouKt Lfflwaife 84 Arg^na 7S|A«to 
Rico 94 Canada B1, Audrafia 75 ftaal 63. 
itztfy 6J Yugoslavia 60: Ru3»a 81 Canada 
TZ 88 Lithuania 80 (OP 

_ BOWLS _ 

BOURNEMOUTH: OpantounamanC Stn- 
ctes: Ffcat round: K Oakley bt R Morgan 21 
iSB Chaaran bt C Martin ?l-ia Second 
round: Oakley bl S Wts«re 21-1 ft A 
Afc&ck bt 0 Hodges 21-16; N Jonas tit 0 
Leartl 21-13. _ ' 

CRICKET 

M1M0R COUNTIES CHAMPM N8HK R . 
rial day ol two: SomhB Parte Hentadtfilre 
207-6 end 267-6 (D M Wvd m N D 
Hughes50). BedfcwteNre224-9ted20M 
SftDatai5S?. MO* a * I 0 h K’ 
Hal, Chester: ChegwB 314v No 

aa 1»1J (i « Mudtw n OOM 

MaMi abandoned 89 8 drew 

Srockharrpttxi: MMwagp 
Taytar 70, S M Perm 3^: HenSgraW* 
181 Match draw n, FW ffb 

Lakwhart Can*ndgeshwi 20) DIPT 
Latham 70. D R MB* 7 J®?b\ES£ 
2126 (R A Moyser 7B not (WL J « WWa 1 
SI net (Mil. 

WTBUXHJNTY MATCHES:. Uodjf’ 1 ® 
Stafford 223-7 Nattngnamshrt 131IA 
Reynolds 5-4^ Undm^' Hunjfo*n- 
sturp 70 Kai72-1. Under 1 - 1 ]: 
stag 170-5 fTC«92 w 
(M 53 not oui 0M»4;16l- 

CRtCKEr WORLD TROPHY: OM 
Hamptoraans 1816 OW Sertowtfitans 
1866 





OCbdrad LBd 1. Sca torovtfi gNew^ca 
UriTsuttor utd 2 »raang pi; w 



gliding 


SSSS WBSSS* 1S£2WK ' 


SQUASH 



pfSflSUEAGUE: Exan 53 Hud 37 
DAVID STEEN TESTIMONIAL (Read 
D Muled maadteo) 10. C Louo Aoai 
10.Pffy(Rflaang)9. 


(Russ) 66.6-4. F Labs (Aig) U 0 Luffite 
(Ukr) 6-4. 46. 6-4; R BoHmva (tt) bt C 
Torrens Vatao (Spl 64, 7-5: L Namackrag 
(Czl U M Marudka (Austria] 66. 7-6: D 
CfifatftDWi (Crfbl CKavroan (Tim] BO. B-£ 
O BarabansrfAova (Bate) N A DecftaUTO- 
Baflera (Fr) 6-0, 6-3. 

MONDAYS LATE 
RACING RESULTS 

Windsor 

Gotog; good » firm 

8.05 (1m a 135yd) 1. Premier league (Mr 
V Lukanfcfe, 5-1): 2, Koatoona (3-1). 3. 


£1678. Tricast E415& Attst a Etewertte' 
inquiy. resUt stood. 

&35 (im 67yd) 1. Dakitrae (J Reid. 5-1). 2. 
Scattiabray (7-2 lav): 3, FWonace Prince (7- 
1). 15 ran. f«: VTP Charte. *1 HI H 
Coffirnruga. Tote: C5.40: Cl 60 , Cl 50. 
£2.70. DFTetBO CSF E2170 Tricast 
£122.61 

nn. 9-4 
3 Ores 




7J5 ffifl 1, Mias LMvena (M Hat. Evens 
lav); 2, Precoocufl Mss (7-1); 3. <awn* 
sand (B-11 IB ran NR 1 Knoctamback 
NeUa. Nk. W B Wte Toto. £250: £1.30. 
£150. £1 SO OT E830 CSF; £8 39. 

8JB CSI 10yd) 1, Matariaria (TOuna 10-1). 

2, SM1113 tw): 3. Neia North (25-1). 4. 
Atoen Wott (14-1) 18 ran NR. Mousrtoote 
firm m Charron. im ciiio. ciao, 
£140. £3.60, W.10, OF: £11.70 CSF: 
£24.94. Tricast £37232. 

B4& (im 67yd) 1. Wahj (R HBt. 8-11 ter, 
Rlettetd Evare 1 * nap). 2, Bertnn Gifts (7-2), 

3. M4ad (50-1) 12 ran 81 m M Soule 

Toier Eiaanto.ei sa aa> df.cs.so 

CSF' £334 

Ptacepot £780. Ouadpot £3.70. 
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ccwpiWY NtmnsK twm 
MvuuiLMKraRnriie 
(jKiniowviuiNtMruqtti- 
na ncw> 

NOl'lCB TO CMMlTCHtt 
On 28 |oly 1998 U» rixm nwd 
u i te « P ttew i In IlmilMn' 
Vbtatarr Uqatoaalea and CoMn 
O nlw i atm at Plica WaateM 
i^pntewd— M qui a »r c ir 8yra» 


- vnjwMemM at ante 4JS2A at 
1 towyn cr fa te* 1984 Bar 




■ tbit b, win rboi t 


iteUMtehte 


Mq negate kdlu lOWu 
on ao jtoflmc 1998 H OH HaMtey 

torn iteetete wqSml m 
pngw rt iU> MMbigb^n 


THE 1H90X.VBNCT ACT 1984 

nr ii Moure m co ccxasscrj 
umHD a n AomrasTMXxnz 
imaivkiAiirj 

UHSTteBBD NOKBCte 1429339 
Notre to CXEIHTOB8 


THE nteOLVBNRACT 1986 

John b Komor a aatrstn 
mono an wunnuirni 


HUUI B AU D innnra ti 974612 
NUTKB TO UtblM 1UIS 


—ctlno 48(2) of dw Iwolncr 
Act 1984 Act ■ BaMtag of on**- 
crowd cwHtoc* of W M Kilter 8 Co 
(Cknog) LtmUad wOl bo bold H 
UMp o« 20 Aaomc 1996w Dm 


b u ncrin^teiten jo nt m oa 


•actum MCto or tho tnoomney 
Act W86 fl n i^o raraydw 




AH known uw i Hnwo 
wOlbopnkS tafna 
Dmta»JvlTl99B 
CGBtaS 


TRUSTEE ACTS 


m of tb« THQSTXE ACT. 192S 
tef amt priori bovlog * CLAIM 


Carlisle 


CT i nti a t£p*r- 




101 NlNroW BqnnCTV Ifoo Hoo¬ 
ter SDwt, U Muett aa r ar. Itx 3PW. 
by mi lonwtteon mNa noon «a 19 
Auaoor 1998, ngtow oftk an 
d hMi tin enjftai bmsili 
» be nawS on Wm bateMr si th* 
■ ■■Tina Aar eMnm iSnJr laAgaC 

win bo MbnlBOd to vo» oobjoct to 
tbo prattefanoof Enlo 3J1 of (IM 
teotdraney Mb 1984. 
ft OHrnn w kooo Qtetaw M wboBr 
oMteMd m nan ondUod connonri 
aoboi o p —»u an dw imrln 
Any crmttmr ro ^util ag ■ cOPT of 
tho ropow, wMeb te mUtt h hoo 
oIckunikMIfoiiouMtai- 
Mbe u ninowiw iHiiinl - ixijiw ■_ 
101 BorOboIlt Smsara, LowerKiM- 
lor Snoot atanebonnvKSaiw. 
&OJIMIIO fbonld DOM am tbo 
I ffMMdns te HI bung hold for (bo 


by no tuer tkan cwstio noon on 19 
Aniraoi 1998, logotlM* with opt 






d^^Tl^^ofBnteXll of the 

teoOKo n «crfcJHj98^ wlWDy 


THE XN1KH.VENCV ACT 1986 
BOUAS OAOtZmS LZMTBD ON 
APonw nmAnvB *hc«veb- 
BSZP) 

ng H TO Wm 749646 
N(VnC4 TO OtLiHITUKH 
Wottateto ratora teon ponam io 

ACT 1986 dtet m kteodog of nnoo- 
oorod cndlioa of Bdltes Or- 
Mnn LtaHud wtn bo bold at 




101 taMnsa Stroms UnmrUim- 

tey itm, Mmv-Wtw. H2 3PW. 
by no locor rbao iwoln noon on 19 
August 1998, togothor wiib any 

pn*T nUtk dw cmdfao* faHonds 
lo bo nood OB Ua bobaB ar ibo 
msattog. Any ctebno dnly lodawl 
win b» adinmpri to w rabjoct io 
■bo 9MVW0M of IntoSJl of tbo 
Insoteancy antes 1986. 

CMnun wbooo etedHo bm wtmny 
HCHod an not oatfilad to attend 


tfcteyi.'VteaKwiteuSM 1 *^ fof I 


IwibatoSAPwu- 


M0TR9 RUOANT TO THE COf- 
F A1CT» A CT 1986aaCTWH17S 

OUTCM. 

nonce b heeeet <hvebthasi 

1 >y a (podai Haotarin of too 
.itenii a Wora at Surff bo ai o 1993 
UUted mCTMod on SO* inly 
1998 tbo pbtum out of eaplral 

of £489)53240 Ua do Btspooaa 


Tbo bMbwi ACT 1986 

HO nOBLBM LTD 
Tfa ALL WWAK AcnVB 
(Ita UqakMttoa) 

MonCE IS HEEEBYGnrEM (feat L 
Ctopbon Lata of PDppJaron 6 Ap- 
pteby, 32 High Spool teuncUHtor , 
U4 lODwteappobuodUtotootot 
of tbo abooo nomod Ooapony by 



701 BoiMMlIltaBB^LMwrMoo- 
loy Snoot. MoKbwtw M9 3PW. 
Cndiura abooU non rbat too 
mooting la not WngluM tor to* 
IMDpoaa oro^potndlie a ngnbtetor 


tey Soaot, Hanebamo M2 39H. 
Ciadbon fbotori non ton too 
mooting to nor botog bald tot too 
jmrpooe at anwisaag n nenfateu* 




THE D60LTENCT ACT 1966 


NOTICE B HEREBY CXVEH mov¬ 
ant to I wba 98 of tha Insolvw- 
oy ACT 1986 that a llaattog of toa 
Malvyn Lnuonco loot PCA of Otetem or too alwtwfiaintd 
Haoam SQJot, WooMo h >owh Pio- Oompany wUbalMldnThoStal. 
■ter fteoa*, 112 CtHlon load, tow BottL Conor Lana East, SmUi 
Nmnnanton, Porbyoblrc on ?lb An 
JW 1998 at Naim for too pwpea- 



LEGAL, PUBLIC COMPANY 
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TO MACE NOTICES TOB 7TU3 SECTION 


0171-66O687dOXFAX.«171-Ml 9319 
Madras am Oabiaet to canOnoTlea and abOoM ba ratal rad by 230pm I 
doya |arlar IO teawdon. 
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38 SPORT / BROADCASTING 


SAILING: RELAXATION TAKES CHANCE TO CONFIRM OVERALL ADVANTAGE AT COWES 


Phoenix fails 


to rise to 
challenge of 
Ashford 



I • •••• ’ 


By Edward Gorman, sailing correspondent 


THIS was classic Skandia Life 
Cowes Week. With a fresh 
southwesterly billowing down 
the Solent and dear blue skies 
above a deep blue sea. the 
X-One Design class mustered 
for another of their inimitable 
starts with 68 of them jockey¬ 
ing for position. 

From seaward, looking 
along the line with the Royal 
Yacht Squadron in the back¬ 
ground and thousands of 
people out to enjoy the sun 
and the spectade from Cowes 
Parade, these Alfred Westma- 
cott-designed day-boats put on 
a show that they have per¬ 
formed at Cowes since before 
the First World War. 

It is often said that the 
Captain's Cup for the best in 
the class overall is the hardest 
trophy to win. Watching the 
start, when weight of numbers 
alone makes getting away 
deanly extremely difficult, it is 
not hard to see why. 

Yesterday, in the best sail¬ 
ing conditions of die regatta so 
far. the big question was 
whether to go for the inshore 
end of the Ime. to pick up the 
stronger current, or whether 
to go for the pin end and look 
for more breeze. There was a 
scrum at both, with die fleet 
split almost exactly in half as 
the 20-footers set off merrily 
downwind with the first of the 
east-going flood tide. 

By the shore, Phoenix, skip¬ 
pered by James Fray, got a 
wonderful start and was 
quickly more than 20 boat- 
lengths in front Hundreds of 
yards away to the north, it was 
Relaxation, Alastair Ashford's 
yacht that led die charge. 

A fascinating duel between 
die two Itchenor-based boats 
had begun that would not be 


settled until the penultimate 
leg almost three hours Later. 
Froy got to the first mark 
ahead by 25sec. but. in the 
approach, gave Ashford a 
glimpse of die victory that he 
would eventually secure when 
he unaccountably dropped his 
spinnaker well before the 
bouy. That allowed Ashford 
. and his crew of Tom Smith 
and Sean Taylor their first 
chance to eat into his lead, 
which they took. 

In the end. Ashford got past 
Froy by gybing inshore as the 
pair headed for die leeward 
mark for die last time and 
Relaxation went on to take the 
winner's gun 40sec ahead of 
Phoenix. 

For Ashford, it was a hugely 
satisfying win that takes him 
another step closer to his 
dream of winning the Cap¬ 
tain'S Cup. something that his 
father, Geoff, who also sailed 
in die dass, never quite man¬ 
aged. With a second place and 
a third on the first two days in 
light airs, then a fourth in the 
pale on Monday, he had gone 
Into the race as die overall 
leader, a position now 
strengthened with four races 
to go. 

“It's absolutely brilliant.'’ 
Ashford said bade ashore at 
the Island Sailing Chib. “If 
you'd told me before Cowes 
Week Id be in this position 
after four races. I'd have bet 
you cases of champagne I 
wouldn't be. To be in the top 
ten at this stage is pretty 
amazing, but to be leading is 
even better.” 

Ashford. 34, an advertising 
executive from London, be¬ 
lieves that there are at least 20 
good crews in the fleet and he 
knows who the biggest threats 





Yachts in the X-One Design fleet jostle for position before the start at Cowes yesterday 


are. having sailed in the dass 
for four years. With David 
Bedford not racing this year, 
die challenge is bong led by 
Peter Baines, a former winner 
at Cowes, in Red Coral. He 
was fifth yesterday and is 
looking ominous with a win 
on Sunday and a second place 
on Monday. 

According to Ashford, the 
secret is all about getting dear 
air and keeping the heavy and 
slightly undercanvassed X- 
Boat moving through the So- 


lent ditto- "They are heavy 
and they don’t pick up.” he 
explained. 

“irs keeping the speed on 
the whole time, thinking the 
whole time and looking for 
wind. If you stop concentrat¬ 
ing and miss a shift or new 
breeze coming in. boats will 
overtake you. That’S why it’s 
so important to have a good 
crew on board that can help 
you out" 

In other fleets yesterday, 
there were disgrundement 


HOCKEY: ASSOCIATION’S POSITION ON CLUB VERSUS COUNTRY CLAIMS ANOTHER VICTIM 


Featherstone joins coaching exodus 


THE future for dubs in the womens 
National League premier division is 
looking increasingly bleak after Garin 
Featherstone joined the exodus of 
leading coaches by stepping down at 
OltorL The current structure of English 
hockey remains under threat after the 
departure of Fete Atwell from Clifton. 
Mike Hamilton, from Leicester and the 
strong possibility that John Shaw will 
leave Slough, the champions. 

Hamilton, the England assistant 
coach, is a victim of the English 
Hockey Association's (EHA) policy of 
national coaches or those at regional 
academies not being permitted a vested 


By Cathy Harris 


interest in a dub. Shaw, a former 
England and Great Britain player, 
may follow him. He has applied for a 
post at a regional academy and, if 
successful, wfll give up playing for 
Southgate and coaching Slough. 

Shaw steered SLough to six tides and 
a place in the European dub champ¬ 
ionship finaL “For die time bring. I’m 
continuing with Slough. It’s a pity- hut 
I fully understand that 1 can't be 
involved in both aspects and that die 
best coaches will be leaving dub 
teams.” he said. 


Chris Spice, the Australian-bom 
performance director at the EHA. is 
known to favour die academy system 
that has proved so successful for the 
Australians, but with international 
players spending more time at national 
and regional coaching centres, they are 
spending less time training and play¬ 
ing with their dubs. 

“English hockey is being challenged 
by die expansive role played by the 
EHA, although I’m confident it will 
settle down in the next couple of years.” 
Featherstone said. 


After guiding 01 ton to three 
successive promotions and to fourth 
place in their first season in the 
premier division, the team's four 
England players and those in the 
England Under-21 squad will, be 
keenly aware of how Featherstone's 
departure could affect their careers. 

Jo Mould, of Leicester, who played 
in die 1996 Olympic Gaines and ax the 
World Cup in May, said that the chib 
was sorry that Hamilton could not 
continue to coach the side. “England 
obviously needs die best coaches, but 
potential internationals are developed 
at dub level.” she said. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 






Kear pledges future to Eagles 


• v : fV : - 


M HOW MUCH WOULD YOU PAY TO 
CLEAR THIS PILE OF RUBBISH? 


SHEFFIELD EAGLES have 
thwarted a bid by St Helens to 
make John Kear their coach. 
Kear is set today to agree an 
extended deal at Don Valley 
Stadium to coach the Silk Cut 
Challenge Cup-winners be¬ 
yond the 1999 season. 

St Helens had offered the 
highly-rated Kear the chance 
to take over from Shaun 
McRae when the Australian 
leaves Knowsley Road at the 
end of the'season. Tim Ad- 


By Christopher Irvine 


FIXTURES 


Hopefully yoo wiD never be asked this question. 

But our saJdjas arc frequently invoked in these dangerous 
operations and sometimes they are injured or even pay with 
their lives. The debt we owe them is beyond measure. 

This is your chance to help those soldiers and ec-soldien 
and their families, who now find themselves in need. 

Don't you think that a donation, a covenant or a legacy 
to the Amy Benevolent Fond is an a ppro p ria te way 
of saying to our soldiers - thank you for being , 

-ST THE ARMY 


CRICKET 
Bitermta Assurance 
cotmy charnptotwftr p 
1 J O. fr g Bay of for. W ovens irlnmum 
CH 8LMSF 0RD: Essex vQamorgan 
CANTERBURY: Kart v Hampshire 
OLD TRAFFORD: Lancashire v 
Gtoucegg swra 

LBCE3T6R: Letcestarahre v Somerset 
LORD'S: Mttfesex v Watfetetoe 
EASTBOU RNE: Su ssex v Durham 
KIDOERMWSTS1: Worcestershire v 
Noting fcirtbliiu 


ants, the Eagles chairman, 
was quick to tempt Kear. one 
of only three English coaches 
in the JJB Super League; with 
a new contract 

Interest by St Helens in 
the former Rugby Football 
League coaching executive 
was understandable, given 
Rear's fine 18-month record at 
Sheffield, which culminated 
in the upset of Wigan War¬ 
riors at Wembley in May. 

St Helens could also experi¬ 
ence frustration when they 
turn to Clive Griffiths, the 
Wales coach. Griffiths is back 
in ragfry union coaching 
London Welsh and is mare 

helm of either the^ardiff or 
Swansea franchises next year. 

Another option is Malcolm 
Reilly, the former Great Brit¬ 
ain coach, who is returning 


from Australia at the end of 
the season after a successful 
sped at Newcastle Knights. 

The directors at WIdnes 
Vikings meet tonight to dis¬ 
cuss the position of Graeme 
West, the coach. West looks 
vulnerable after six successive 
defeats that have left die dub 
two places off die foot of the 
first division. 

With the lower-division 
dubs free to negotiate their 
own television deals after 
their £UX8 million “buy-out” 
in the newiyagreed Super 
League deal, the Rugby Foot¬ 
ball League and First and 
Second Division Association 
are dose to agreement with 
Granada-Yorkshire Tele¬ 
vision (m screening first divi¬ 
sion matches next year. 

Robbie McCormack, the 
Australian hooker, wants to 
extend his one-year contract 
with Wigan. 


THE ARMY 
BENEVOLENT 
FUND 


J To: The Array Benevolent Fond, Dept IT, 
I 41 Qoeflifs Gate, London SW7 5HRL 
I Q I «oild He to ndo a donation 
1 Q I wxti But rtama&xiCfl covered 
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Answers from page 35 
HAANEPOOT 

fcj The grape variety Muscat of Alexandra, a table grape often used 
for making nine and for raisins. “The most defirioasty flavoured 
grapes, called the ‘honeypot* or inanepoot.” W. R. King, 
Campaigning in Kaffirtand (I8S), 


NEWMANIA 

(c) In the name of J. H. Newman this pons on the 
word “mania”- “Newmania” means- rnrturaastic Support for 
Ncwmantsm. A “Newmante” is someone with characteristics 
of J.HL Newman or ids views. “Fronde'S hero adopted the 
Ncmnask theory. He gave God avtilfor being a tyrant” F. D. 
Maurice (1849}. 

STOMPNEUS 

fo) Either of two cdiMe fishes fonnd off die coast of soufoern AftfCte 
the red and silver Chiysoblephus gibbiceps or flic sdvery 
Rhabdosargus globlceps. “A woman needs a mas Dfcea ‘stompneu? 
needs a bicycle.- Anoo. 

TOAD-FISH 

(a) A substitute for fish as well as a member of die fish famfly 
Tetraodontidae. Many members of this £am3y are poisonous. 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
1. BxdS! ea& 2. Qxd5 and the twin threats of QxaS and Qg8* are 


unanswerable. 
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television choice 


Hands that rock the cradle 


QED: Deadly Secrets 
BBCL 930pm 


Every year in Britain at least 2D mothers commit 
neo naaode, killing their babies on the day they are 
born, little is known about why this happens but 
there are common patterns. The women often 


there are common patterns. The women often 
come from troubled families and have no one to 

turn to when they become pregnant- They not only 

hide the pregnancy from the outside world but 
deny to themselves that it is happening.. We hear 
from Kate, who gave birth alone m a rented room 

and tept the baby with her for several weeks after 

she had smothered h to death. And Tnyana from 
Ohio tells how she went into labour in the dormi¬ 
tory of her college and tried to dispose of the child 
in a dustbin. British law takes a more lenient view 
of neonatitide titan the American, but there is no 
British equivalent to Project Cuddle, an organ¬ 
isation in Los Angeles for pregnant women. 



Anne Marie Duff, Geraldine O’Rane 
qnii S usan Lynch (BBC2,930pm) 


Amongst Women 

BBC2.930pm. . 

The final episode of the 1950s Irish family saga 
confirms the verdict of the prevtous three, that this 
is one of the outsanding television dramas of the 
year so far. The stoty may be built on a very simple 
premise, the inability of Doyle’s Moran to 
communicate emotionally with his children, but it 
has been developed with great subtlety both in 
Adrian Hodges's script ana a raft of fineV<shaded 
performances of which Doyle's has been 
exceptional First seen as a monster, beating his 
young son for a trivial offence; Moran has become 
increasingly an objea of pity. He has alienated his 
offspring one bygone and guaranteed himself a 
lonely and embittered old age. This theme is 
pursued further tonight as the wedding of Moran's 
daughter is the final chance of reconciliation with 
the sort who was the first to escape his tyranny. 


Perrier comedy award, past winners of wfuch 
indude Steve Coogan and Sean Hughes. One of 
those judging the award is James Christopher, ot 
The Times. Sit he is a friend of Sbuttleworth and 
when he tries to persuade his fellow judges now 
brilliant the new comic is. he runs into ac cusations 
of incest and a backlash begins. Shuttieworths 
biggest ordeal, however, is yet to come as he 
prepares to face an audience comprised not of 
critics biit comedians only too glad of a chance to 
get their own bade. 


Critical Condition 
Channel 4.1035pm 

A four-part series about critics begins, somewhat 
obscurely, on the Edinburgh Festival Fringe where 
one of the band has turned performer and ss boldly 
exposing himself to the verdicts of his colleagues. 
Ian Shuttleworth. of the Financial Times, has 
devised a stand-up routine and enters it for the 


Edinburgh Or Burt 

Channel 4,1130pm 

Still in Edinburgh, this six-part series approaches 
the Fringe from another angle, of aspiring 
comedians (not moonlighting critics this time) 
hoping that they wiD be the next Peter Cook or 
Eddie fzzard. On the early evidence, the likeliest of 
the lads could be Jason Byrne, from Ireland, whose 
offbeat humour has already earned him a spot on 
Father Ted. Others include Stephen Gram, who 
still riing s to his day job as a computer 
programmer in Brighton, and Adam Bloom, bade 
m Edinburgh for a fifth year. The series also looks 
at the largest comedy festival in the world from the 
viewpoint of the people who run the three main 
performance venues and compete to secure the best 
ads. The project gets off to a Ditty start but there is 
time to gain momentum. Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


and protests in Classes 2 and 3 
after boats in both allegedly 
sailed the wrong course after 
race officers changed it via an 
announcement on the radio. 

In Class 1. Richard LoftusS 
Swan 65, Desperado of Cowes, 
which is renamed Accurist for 
the week, took advantage of 
the steady 20-knot breeze and 
a course without a proper beat 
to win from the J90./ Lance2, 
skippered by Marie-Oaude 
Heys, with Richard Mathews 
third in Crusader. 


Punchlines 

Radio 4,1130am 

A six-part series in which Hugh Dennis traces the 
history of broadcast comedy tty type rather than by 
era, a format which makes sense given that most of 
the comedic disciplines have been around for 
longer than is sometimes thought Todays subject 
is drag acts and the interesting point that emerges 
concerns appearance we tend to assume tint drag 
has always involved men dressing as glamorous 
women, man Danny la Rue to uly Savage. Yet 
Dennis rites Arthur Lucan as the most successful 
drag queen this century and Lucan* Old Mother 
Riley, a grotesquely extravagant caricature of the 
Irish washerwoman, -was the antithesis OF the 
modern drag star. Hinge and Bracket. Dame Edna 
Everage and Pauline Calf also feature today. . . 


Lifelines: Hepatitis C 
Radio4,9.00pm 

The first due to the public image of hepatitis C is 
that the presenter of this programme is identified 
only as Orris M: dearly the stigmatisation that has 
accompanied the disease, for wnidi there is neither 
a vaccine nor a cure, continues to make sufferers 
wary of identifying themselves. Chris, who was 
infected from, acupuncture needles in Malaysia, 
gives a personal account here bur in doing so he 
exposes a range of medical attitudes that I find 
shocking: how can'some doctors say that hepatitis 
C is “mild and uninfectious” while others identify it 
as causing liver cancer, rinhosis and a range of 
other serious conditions? At least 40QJXX) people in 
Britain are thought to have the disease and the 
global figure exceeds 500 mfllion. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


640am Chris Moytes 940 Marti Goods* 1130 Radio 1 
Roadshow 2-00 Mark RadcCTe 400. Dave Pearce £45 
Newstart 640 Dave Pearce 640Store Lamacq: The Brenng 
Session 840 Morie Update with Mark Kermoda840John Fart 
1090 May Anna Hobbs 1200 The Breezebtock 200am 
Charts Jordan 400 Clive Warren 


640am Sarah Kennedy 7.30 Wake Up to Wogan 940Kan 
Bruce 1200 Jmmy Young 200pm Alex Lester 5.05 John 
Dun 7JOO Cambridge Fok FasINrt. Hghight s from Chany 
hinton Hal. with perfc ma nca s by the Levatere. Kathy Matter 
Donat Lunrry and Bddl Reader 9 j 00 Alarendar O'Ned: The 
Celebrity Soul Show 1040Top of the Pope an 21030 Richard 
Aflnsan 1206 am Steve Madden 200 Amte Othen 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


£00ara The BreaWast Programme 9 jO 0 Nidy CarnpbeJ 1200 
The Midday News 140pm Ruscoe and Co 440 Naflorwikte 
740 News Extra 740 WU Carling's World of Focfoal 940 
Proops's Hoops. The ttstory of bastetbei 940. A Tour 
Remembered England and Sri Lanka to 19821040 Late Mght 
Live I40vn Up AS N^ht 540 Morning Reports 


740anr News 7.15 ins*£pt740 Sports Int8malionai&.00 News 
8.15 on the Staff 840 MerkSan Due 940 News: (843 only] 
News in German 9.10 Pause lor Thought 9.15 Wertway 9 l 30 
Everywoman 1040 News 1045 World Business Report 10-15 
The Farming World 1040 PrNateUves 1045 Sports Rouidix) 
1140 Nswedeakll40 One Planet1200 Newsdesk 1230pm 
Sports Irt ama Uu naf 140 News: (648 only) News In Gorman 
1.05 World Business Report 1.15 Main Today 140 Seeing 
Stare 1-4SSpcrtB Roundup 200 Newshour 340 News 345 
'Outbak340Meganix 440 Nsws445SportsRoifidup 4.15 
Ferta ma nca 440 Bratywbman; (543 only] News in German- 
540 Europe Today 540 World Business Report 5,45 Britain 
Today 6.00 News 845 insight 640 From Os Owi 
Corresponded (848 only) News in German 845 Sports 
Roundup 740 Nawsdesk 740 The Works 840 News 841 
CX^Sook 845 Pause for Thought 840 Mutttrack X-Press 940 
Newshour 1040 News 1045 World Business Report 10.15 
8rttain Today 1030On Screen 1140 Newsdesk 1140 insigW 
1145 Sports Roundup 1240 News 1245am Outlook 1230 
MuMrack X-Press 140 Nwedesk 140 From Our Own 
Corespondent. 1-45 Britain Today 240 Newsdesk 240 
Omnibus 34i> Newsday340 Meridan Books 440 News 445 
-Worid Business Report 4.15 Sports Roundup 440 The World 
Today SLOT The World Today 


CLASSIC FM 


VIRGIN RADIO 


640am Chris Evans 940 Russ WBams 1.00pm Md> Abbot 
440 Robin Banks 740 Rev Cokes 1040 Part Coyte 140am 
Peter Portion 440 Jeremy Clark 


TALK RADIO 


B40am The New TaBc Redo Breakfast 940 Scott Chisholm 
1140 lorraine Ke»y 140pm Anna Raeburn 3.00 Tammy Boyd 
540 Prtsr Deeiey740Mck Abbot940Jamas Whale 140sm 
(an Courts and the Oreatajras ot the Night 540 BUT Overton 


640am Nick Baflsy 840 Henry Kefly. includes Record oi the 
Week and the h%jh Flyer 1240 Lmchtime Requests. Jane 
Jones in&oducas Rstenera’ tavoutte pieces ot music 240pm 
Concerto. Pateiefio (Mandota Concerto in E Hat major) 340 
Jamie Crick, indudkig Afternoon Romance and Continuous 
CtasBtes 640 Newsnight Headlnes, arts new3 and guesa, 
presented by AnneAtaria Mfnhrtl 7.00 Smooth Classics at 
Seven. John Sunning nreduces two horn of aasy-Jistering 
sounds 940 Evening Concert. Bruckner (Aw Maria); 
Tchaikovsky (Vtoiln Concerto in D); PartfJJtany); Vasks (String 
Symphony, Voices): CaccM (Avs Maria) 1140 Michael' 
Mappin Music for tha.aaty hours 240am Concerto (r) 340 - 
Mark Griffiths . 
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The teacher, her pupil and their children 


M ost viewers’ jaws must 
have dropped when they 
watched Boy Crazy. 
James Kenrs film for Inside Story 
(BBC1), and gradually realised 
that they were being given a 
glimpse into what was one of the 
most sensational and unusual 
sexual scandals to come out of 
America in recent times, in that it 
didn't involve either Monica 
Lewinsky or Paula Jones. 

But I'm not sure Kenneth Starr 
would have been as lenient or as 
sympathetic as Kent ended up 
being to Mary K. Letoumeau (as 
we must call her, so as to 
distinguish her from any other 
Mary Letoumeaus who also hap¬ 
pened to be married, 35-year-old, 
Seattle schoolmistresses now serv¬ 
ing seven-and-a-half-years for stat¬ 
utory rape for having affairs with 
15-year-old schoolboys who fa¬ 
thered two children, in addition to 
the four they’d already produced 
with their husbands). 


Letoumeau was a gifted and 
conscientious teacher. As she put 
it “When 1 was m a classroom I 
can honestly say that 1 was able to 
reach each.one of those children 
and see what they needed individ¬ 
ually." What 13-year-old Viliy 
clearly needed was an affair. 

Wasn’t he a bit young? Mary 
says “in my heart and m my 
mind, he wasn't any age... It is 
true, it is real and it was and is 
love,- The law. inconveniently, 
terms this kind of love “child 
rape”. Last November after a 
three-month televised trial — a 
judge agreed. 

The view inside this ethical hail 
of mirrors can seem beguiling. 
Letoumeau's therapist Julie 
Moore, vouches that her diem 
"met all the symptoms of severe 
bipolar disorder”, which is some 
sort of chemical imbalance. “She 
had marked elation and bubbti- 
ness. She had over-expan riven ess, 
meaning an over-friendliness" (in 


trumps!}. “Site manifested plea¬ 
sure in high-risk activities without 
regard to painful consequences, 
meaning she had very poor judg¬ 
ment lhat got her into very big 
trouble with the law and her 
children." 

Y ou have probably already 
guessed that there were 
problems in Mary'S own 
childhood: strict, ferociously con¬ 
servative, prudishmother; a father 
she idolised, who was famous in 
California for his ultra-right-wing 
politics and his championing of 
family values, until it turned out he 
was sleeping with one of his 
students, who gave birth to two of 
his children. You see? Mary's 
destiny was pretty much sewn up 
there and then. 

And her husband must shoulder 
some of the blame, surely. He was 
a sports jock, said one of Mary's 
friends, who just didn’t share 
Mary's appreciation of music, art 
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and literature: “She was on an 
emotional desert island." Another 
friend pointed out that: “This is not 
about Mary K. being a paedophile. 
This is not about Mary K. wanting 
to be sexual with children. Hiis is 
about a woman who fell in love 
with a much younger man. who ( 
have heard his own mother 
describe as a wise old man in a 
young, youthful body." Of course. 
Letoumeau doesn’t see herself as a 


criminal, probably more as a 
tragic Shakespearean heroine. 
You certainly feel sorry lor her. 
because for ail the interviews with 
her detractors [her husband, her 
mother-in-law. the arresting of¬ 
ficer), Kent's is still a sympathetic 
porrrair. 

But what if it were, say, “Mike“ 
rather than Mary Letoumeau who 
was the teacher and the pupil was 
“"Vanessa" rather than Viliy? 
Would we be trying so hard to see 
the teacher's side of the story? Or 
would the reni-a-crowd types be 
picketing outside the BBC instead 
for allowing a documentary about 
a male chifd-rapist to be aired? 

it was ail certainly fascinating to 
watch — how can a story with all 
these elements not be? — but what 
a shame we couldn't hear more 
from ViHy himself. Clearly moved 
by events. and having quit school 
16 help his Mum look after his new 
daughter, and what with prepar¬ 
ing for the birth this autumn (in a 


prison) of his and Maty's second 
child. Viliy has understandably 
retreated from the limelight. 

O n Crime Beat IBBC1). 
Mariyn Lewis gor a 
chance to give us some 
good news about developments in 
forensic science that are making 
life trickier for burglars. Careless 
people leave their incriminating 
DMA all over the place (in blood on 
broken window panes: in hair 
caught in barbed wire even, pos¬ 
sibly, on Monica Lewinsky's dress¬ 
es). Bui the hot novelty in the 
sceneof-crime world is ear and lip 
prims, left by burglars listening ar 
doors or peering into windows to 
ascertain if anybody’s home: even, 
possibly, on Monica Lewinsky, if 
Kenneth Starr ever hears about 
this forensic breakthrough. 

In this world of shifting moral 
values, where it’s acceptable to get 
pregnant by a schoolboy if a 
therapist diagnoses bipolar disor¬ 


der. and where you can’t even 
burgle a house without first slicing 
your ear off like Van Gogh for fear 
of leaving earprints, we can at least 
fed proud that weapons scientists 
are finally making breakthroughs 
(after 45 billion dollars’ worth of 
research) in the creation of death 
rays: lasers which, according to 
Channel 4‘s Equinox, can Strike 
targets at the speed of light and 
with deadly accuracy. Because you 
never know when al) our other 
weapons of mass destruction 
might be stolen, without so much 
as'a lip smudge to betray the 
thieves' identity. 

Of course, without research 
money from Ronald Reagan's Star 
Wars programme, the possibility 
uf laser warfare would still be a 
fantasy. The downside is that — as 
a sign of gratitude to Reagan — 
future laser weapons will be 
operated only when Nancy Rea¬ 
gan's astrologer says the moment 
is propitious. 



IT 







6.00am Business Breakfast (43263) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (75037) 

9.00 KHroy (r) (T) (6151921) 

9-40 What Now? A gay man considers a 
move from Devon to London (6298211) 
10.05 Easy Money Financial quiz with guests 
Real Rooms presenter Simon Biagi, TV 
vet Mark Evans and Heartbeat's Kazia 
Pelka and Cathy Sttpton (1422259) 

10.30 The Rankin Challenge Chef Paul 
Rankin prepares a moveable least for 
charity (87211) 

11.00 News (T) and weather (7857018) 

11415 Great Raffway Journeys Mountaineer 
Chris Bonington crosses Canada from 
Halifax to Porteau Cove (r) (7) (8414872) 
11.55 News (T) (2249582) 

12.00 Every Second Counts (r) (?) (78563) 
1&30pm A Word in Your Ear (r) (11766) 

IjOO News (T) and weather (78124) 

1 JO Regional News (T) (46699501) 

1.40 Neighbours (T) (27054259) 

2.05 Perry Mason: The Case of the 
SUenced Singer (r) (T) (9551698) 

3-35 Noddy (8543430) 3.45 Playdays 

(3728501) 4-05 Popeye (3753747) 4-10 
Ace Ventura: Pet Detective (5999476) 
4.35 The Wild House (3481679) 5.00 
Newsround (T) (2431105) 5.10 The Biz 
(T) (7364834) 

535 Neighbours (r) (I) (693476) 

(LOO News (T) and weather(376) 

630 Regional News (T) (306) 

7DO Wheeler Dealers Presenter Adrian 
Chiles gives two teams a week to make 
■ as much money as possible out of an 
initial capital of £1,000 (8414) 

7.30 Tomorrow 1 * World Craig Doyte and 
Phipps Forrester find out how 
technology Is helping to preserve Henry 
Vlll's warship the Mary Rose (T) (292) 

8.00 Vets in Practice: Moving On Alison 
Beck prepares to move across the 
country with new husband Craig, but first 
treats Charlie, an acddent-prone moggie 
n(4834) 

830 The National Lottery Drew presented 
by Carol Smilfe. Del Amitri perform their 
new single and Samuel L Jackson 
discusses his new ten (T) (646834) 

8.45 Points of view Viewers' opinions, 
presented by Carol Vorderman ft) 
(669785) 

930 News (T) and weather (8263) 

9L29 National Lottery Update (T) (1135B2) 
930 n&SgSl OED: Deadly Secrets What 
BfWM could prompt a woman to kill 
her own baby within 24 hours of giving 
birth? (T) (24230) 

1DM) Wagons Ease (1994) starring John 
| Candy in his final ten, a comedy western. 

IA wagon tram boss finds himself helping 
a group of local misfits. Directed by Peter 
Maride (T) (843940) 

11.45 Missing Pieces (1991) with Eric Idle. 

M Robert Wuhl and Lauren Hutton. An. 
aspiring author and a feu led musician are 
ptreued by crooks. Directed by Leonard 
B. Stem (647292) 

1.10am Weather (6706781) 

1.15 BBC News 24 


VIDEO Ptu*+ and VIDEO Ph»+ codw 
The numbers after each programme arMor VIDEO 
Hus* programming. Just enter the VIDEO P(us+ 
numtats) for the relevant programme® mio your 
ndeo recorder for ewsy taping. 

For more detzris cat! VIDEO Ruw- on 0640 750710. 
Cafe charged at 25p per minute ar an times 
VIDEO Ptus+41,14 HadJands Tic. London. ?W3 25i> 
VIDEO P1us+» s a registered trademark of Gemstar 
Development Corporation. O 1996 


6.10am Models AD Around (7596476) 635 
Regressing Jo duality (3107747) 

7.00 Open a Door (r) (8661921) 7.05 

Teletubbes (r) (8983360) 730 Bertha (r) 
(2232969) 7.45 Smurfs' Adventures (r) 
(5372211) 8.10 The Fame Game (rj (T) 
(2058037) 835 X-Men (rj (T) (9472360) 
935 Kenan and Kei (6662389) 935 
Smart (6299940) 

1030 Tom and Jerry Kids (1414230) 1035 
Secret Life of Toys (r) (8053292) 10.45 
TeJetobbies (557124) 11.15 Toonarics 
(8692583) 1130 The Mm Adventures of 
Superman (r) (T) (1885691) 123Spm The 
Fhrtetones (r) (4824360) 

130 The Beechgrove Garden (76766) 1.30 
People’s Century (r) (7) (1012582) 235 
The Phil Savers Show (r) (53707292) 230 
News (T) (1690650) 

235 WBdDfe on Two Creatures preying on 
the fish fnhabiiing Botswana's Okavango 
delta (r)(T) (9519259) 335 News (T) and 
weather (4761056) 

330 The MBITS Life The role of water mills in 
maintaining water supplies, even in times 
of drought (r) (414) 4.00 Australian 
Odyssey. Oz Clarke Investigates ihe lives 
of Australia's greatest visionaries and 
samples some of the wines they created 
(r) (7652056) 

435 Jane’s House (1993) Romantic drama 
i with Anne Archer and James Woods. 
Dwected by Glenn Jordan (83308834) 
630Star Trek: The Next Generation (r) (T) 
(959501) 

645 International Athletics The Grand Prix 
event in Stockholm. Featuring British 
athletes Iwan Thomas, Mark Richardson 
and Steve Backtey 
(69478768) 



Lowrf Turner meets those who take 
. power dressing seriously (B30pm) 

830 Looking Good with Lowri Turner. 
Businessmen who dress to impress; a 
teacher gets an image overhaul; the 
beauty expert John Gustaffson (Bscusses 
makeAjp mistakes (I) (4211) 

930 steptoe and Son (r) (8495) 

930 Amongst Women Sheila 

WWai prepares to get married. # 
offering Moran a last chance to make 
amends with Luke. Last in series (T) 
(11872) 

1030 Navrsnight (123747) 

11.15 Trial by Jury fW) Dl Pearson gives 
evidence, but only succeeds In making 
matters worse for hts embattled boss 
(559308) 

1239 Grace Under Fire (9890728) 

1235am Weather (4351362) 

1230 Learning Zone: The Chemistry of 
Survival (42051) 1.00 The Chemistry of 
. Power. (88902) 130 The Chemistiy of Life 
arid Death (93322) 230. The Greats 
(38631) 430 ' Suerios: World Spanish 
. (2S525) 530 My Brilliant Career 

' (2128761] SAS Stress (28051) 


6.00am GMTV (7142394) 

935 The Jerry Springer Shew (T) (3104143) 
1030 Jonathan: The Boy Nobody Wanted 

m (1992) with JoBeth Writems, Chris Burke 
and Jeffrey Def/urm A Down's syndrome 
boy who is taken in by a earing woman 
when his parents reject him. George 
Kaczender directs (83588360) 

1230pm Regional News 19332834) 

1230 News (T> and weather (37114) 

1.00 Shortiand Street (63292) 130 Home 
and Away (I) (87655) 2.00 Lunch in the 
Sun (T) (8006747) 24J5 Supermarket 
Sweep (r) fl) (826768) 

3.15 News (T) (4769698) 

330 Regional News (T) (4759211} 

335Tote TV (r) (4749834) 335 Jay's World (r) 
(8273358) 3.45 Slim Pig (r) (2673114) 
430 Chatterhappy Pones ft} (3763124) 

4.10 Garfield and Friends (r) (3769308) 
4-20 Waller Melon (T) (5913056) 4.45 
The Scoop ft) (3415259) 

5.00 WALES: Yan Can Cook—The Best of 
China (1946327) 

5.10 Kidsfuff (1946327) 

£L40 News (T) and weather (592308) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (995747) 

635 WALES: Wales Tonight (107211) 

63S HTV Weather (536143) 

630The West Tonight (476) 

7.00 Emmerdale Ned demands some 
answers from Kim (T) (3582) 

730Coronation Street Riia a mislaks 

m (360) 

830 Inspector Morse: Who Killed Harry 
Retd? Morse anvBStigales ihe mysterious 
death of an'outwardty fun-loving artist, (r) 
fT) Includes the Lottery result (5414) 
10.00 News fT) and weather (64360) 

1030 Regional News (!) (246747) 



Des O’Connor exposes the lighter 
side of WilHam Hague (10.40pm) 

10.40 Des O’Connor Tonight Special The 
jovial host meets the actor and direaor 
Robert Redtard, William Hague MP; Bn an' 
Conley, the Cons and Adam Garcia — 
currently starring in the stage version of 
Saturday Night Fever (997259) 

11.40 WALES: Shoot to Thrill (906292) 

11.40 Songs from Somerset (623768) 
12.10am Jenny American sitcom (7458612) 

12.45 Stealing Home (1988) with Mark 

I Harmon and Jodie Foster. A fading 
baseball star returns home for the first 
lime m 20 years when his childhood 
girlfriend commits suicide and finds she 
has left ten her ashes. Directed by Sieve 
Kampmann and Will AJdts (227490} 

235 One Summer In Bronte Country 
(6791341) 

3.05 Vanessa (r) fT) (2768148) 3AO Cybernet 
(60306728) 4.05 Coach (21484896) 430 
Nightscreen (63693) 5.00 Coronation 
Street (r) fT) (40254) 530 News (92544) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 

1035am-1030 Breakaways ■.S5£E921i 
1.00pm A Country Practice (62292) 

130 Lunch In the Sun (77313CE) 

5.10-5.40 Shortiand Street M34622T 
635-7.00 Central News >1072: 7> 

11-40 Midnight Caller (375SS3) 

12.45am FILM: Notorious (22749D) 

235 One Summer in Bronte Country 
(6791341) 

3.05 Vanessa (2768146) 

3.40 Cybernet (60389051 j 

4.10 Central Jotafinder "98 i3£?6364j 

530 Aslan Eye (1863186) 


WESTCOUNTHY 


As HTV west except 
1.00 Emmerdale (63292) 

1.30 Lunch In the Sun (77913081 

5.10-5.40 Home and Away (1946327) 
6.00-730 Westcountiy Live (14853) 

11.40 Tropical Heat (906292) 


MERIDIAN 


As HTV West except 

1035am Justice of the Land (5205747) 
1135 Blue Heelers (8410056) 

S.IOpm-5.40 Home and Away (1946327) 
630 Meridian Tonight (124) 

630-7.00 Crown and Country (476) 

11.40 The Road Show (823768) 

12.10am The Drew Carey Show (9866761) 
530 Frees creen (40254) 


ANGUft 


As HTV West except 

1025 Justice of the Land (5205747) 

1125 Blue Heelers (8410056) 

130-1.30 Dinosaurs (63292) 

5.10-5.40 Shortiand Street (1946327) 
625-730 Anglia News (107211) 

11 >10 Engelbert: King of Romance (906292) 


'54G 


Starts: 730am The Bfg Breakfast (68747) 
930 The Bigger Breakfast (6535673) 

9.05 Sam and Max (8416132) 

930 Saved by the Bell (93360) 

10.00 Bug Juice (5846308) 

10.40 Sister Sister (4090196) 

11.10 Wise Up (8695679) 

11-45 Madison (6835196) 

1230pm Boy Metes World (37196) 

1.00 Slot Mefthrin (77D552H) 

1.15 Smoty a (12872853) 

125 FILM: The Black Knight (48996292) 
330 Countdown (9143) 

330 Watercolour Challenge (582) 

4.00 Rfteen-to-One: The Big Winners (389) 
430 Eisteddfod Genedtaethol Bro Ogwr 
(19056) 

630 Newyddlon 6 (366211) 

6.10 Heno (931105) 

7.00 Pobol y Cwm [846327J 
725 Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Ogwr 
(11630211) 

930 Newyddlon (858143) 

10-05 Brookside (173560) 

10.40 Ally Me Beal (965650) 

1135 Armistead Maupfn’s Tates of the City 
(506292) 

130am Lonely Planet (6395693) 


CHANNEL 4 


7.00am The Big Breakfast (68747) 

9.00 The Bigger Breakfast (T) <6535673! 
9.05 Sam and Max (8416132) 930 
Saved By the Befi fr) (7) (93360) 10.00 
Bug Juice (T) 15846308) 10.40 Sister 
Sister (r) (T) (4090196) 11.10 Wise Up fri 
(T) (3695679) 11.45 Madison (7) 
(6835196) 1230pm Mission Impossible 
(T) (5050940) 135 Collectors' Lot 
(50135921) 

135 A Guide for the Married Man (1954) 
i Romantic comedy with Walter Matthau 
[and Robert Morse. Directed by Gene 
Kelly (f) (55785230) 

330 Watercolour Challenge (T) (582) 4.00 
Frtteervto-One: The Big Winners (Tj 1389) 
430 Countdown fT) (348501B) 435 Rida 
Lake: Now That Your're Fal, I want You 
Back (r) (T) (2947834) 

530 Pet Rescuers Two young sisters gel 
their tasi deg, a daimatran (T) (853) 

6.00 Party of Five (T) (935921) 

630 Fresh Pop (664650) 

7.00 Channel 4 News fT) (786037) 

730 Litpop Poetry from Pink Sly (r) (T) 
(979389) 

8.00 Brookside Jacqui is convinced the 
Famham's win let her down; Bruno 
reveals the depth of his leelings for 
Rachel fT) (5312) 

830 Deals on Wheels (4/8) Magazine on 
buying and selling seconetoand cars (I) 
16679) 

930 Black Box: Crash Detectives (4/8) 
Focusing on the work of investigators ai 
the crash sites of'lhe TWA 800 which 
exploded in 1997; and the Valujet crash. 
Plus: the chequered history of Ihe first jet 
liner Britain's Comet (r) (T) (9476) 

10.00 AUy McBeat Boy To The World Ally's 
Christmas tree is the envy of all; Fish and 
Billy argue a case of the overuse of 
political correctness in court which 
causes a problem lor Cage (T) (2563) 



The critic Ian Shuttleworth tries Ms 
hand at comedy in Edinburgh (11pm) 

11-00 Critical Condition: Comedy 

First in a four-part 

documentary looking al Ihe power of Ihe 
colics. Focusing on Ihe Edinburgh 
Festival and two critics Ian Shuttleworth 
ol the Financial Times, who attempts lo 
be shortlisted for Ihe Pemer Award, 1 arid 
James Christopher, a theatre cn&c for 
The Times, a friend of lan and a Pemer 
Award judge (T) (5306/ 

11-30 rptmiFEl Edinburgh or Bust (1/6) 
I HrSfe J Following comedians as they 
make their bid lor stardom (526981 

1230 Weekly Plante (365214) 

135am Taies from the Wasteland (r; (7) 
(6978490) 2.40 Athletes. British Grand 
Prix (r) (8495490) 4.10 Trackside (r) 
(21472051) 435 Gamesmaster 
(£85596121 535 Trans World Sport !r) 
(3847524) 535 Sesame Street (1528273) 


CHANNEL5 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on toe Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1032075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 720 MHz 


630am 5 News and Sport (7975358) 

7.00 WldaWorid (r) (T) (8397259) 

730 Milkshake! (6665259) 7.35 Dappledcrwn 
Farm fr) (2090698) 8.00 Havakamo 
(6102679) 830 AJwn and toe Oprounks 
fr> (61946501 9.00 Starting from Scratch 
(61182301 930 The Oprah Winfrey Show 
(r) (9697230) 1020 Surest Beach 
(1957056) 11.10 Leeza (r) (6566679) 
1230 5 News at Noon (6105766) 1230pm 
Farmty Affairs (r» (T) (3828650) 1.00 The 
Bold and the Beautiful (T) (8389230] 130 
Sons and Daughters (3827921) 

230 Johnny Doesn't Live Here Any More 
(1944, b/wj with Simona Simon. James 
Ellison and Minna Gombeff. A woman is 
left homeless m a strange city until a 
Marine comes to her rescue. Directed by 
Joe May (98757037) 

320 Golden Gale Murders (1979) Murder 

H mystery starring David Janssen and 
Susannah York. A nun and a detective set 
out to prove a pnest was murdered 
Walter Graumann directs {82529292) 

5.10 The Oprah Winfrey Show: The 
Millennium Time Capsule (6042679) 
630100 Per Cent (6083281) 

630 Family Affairs fT) (2388673) 

7.00 5 News (3704834) 

730 Empire of the Elephant (9737292) 



James Dean Bradfield leads the 
Manic Street Preachers (8pm) 

8.00 The Pepsi Chart Includes music from 
Ihe Manic Street Preachers and the Spice 
Girls (3713582) 

630 Club Culture < 3709389) 

9.00 Potntman (1994) with Jack Scalia An 

M accountant is given a long jail sentence 
for a fraud he chd not commit. Directed by 
Robert Ellis Miller (15626292) 

10.40 Compromising Situations: The 
Elevator Erotic drama (6691105) 

1120 Footbath The Gelderiand Tournament 
Extended highlights of toe final (6640105) 
1225am Major League Baseball — Live 
196598902) 

4.40 Madman of the People (55098032) 

535 Throb 118652273) 

5.30 100 Per Cent (8272235) 

NB: If Chelsea reach the Gelderiand final 
the following will be shown; 730 Live 
Football The Gelderiand Tournament Final 
(741316259) 930 FILM: Pointman (1994) 
(9041124) 1130 Compromising Situations 
(2823105) 12.10am Baseball (63818186) 4.40 
Madman of Ihe People (6988637) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 


• For further listings see 
Saturday's Vision ... 

SKY 1 _ '■ ' ■' 

&aoam Tattooed Teenage Aten 
tram Bwtey Hffls (1501BI B30 
Starts /14389) 9 lOO Garfield and Fnertes 
(38969) 930 The Simpsons (§8230) 1M0 
Garres World (^402143) 10.15 Games 
WOfW P4B2706) lore Jua Kkjdbg 
E7853) lire The Supermen (MOW) 
12.00 Mamad wflh CHUtten (18105) 
1220pm {43 4gr47)1ZS S1hB 

Specffli K Collection (83777353) 1M 
G«akto (3142940) 1-5S Tha Special K 
Collection (42&S8940) 2J» 

Raphael i nereis) ass The speda) K 
CoBKjjon (8562^4) are JteriyJWite 
13120650) 355 The Spwal K C&xton 
f8?117W) 430 Oprah “J1®* 

Trek: (1389) B30The toiny 

(9650) 630 Maraed 

7.00 the Smpsons (2016) 730 Re* TV 

(S4i4) areswrgpwsG-i 

The Outer Umte (S33t« tere™*OOTi 

Uncovered (96195) 1130 
& (74655) 1230 Nadi SMOflE (78700) 

i i ream long Pwy pissoroi - • 

' SKY BOX OFFICE _ 

* EaiiBmcoolsC239parwmtns . 

SOT SOX OFFICE 1 ^ransponder 26} 

Men In Back (1997) . _ 

SKY BOX OFRCE 2 (Tianspondw 801 • 
Anaconda (19S7) 

SKY box OFFKX 3 (Transponder BB) 

■nwtxtewwtet 19 ® 1 ! 

SKY BOX OFFICE 4 {Transponder 58) 

Sown! (1887} 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 1_ 

Bream The Wf «w»w 

(944338535 T JS O_ fa* * 

Tfca Ewiy^ 

SMansaSBVSS-. 


(3048423C9 izream Dykis tob" 

■n» on Hart Pan any qwg 
mmmtx and w y* ^ 
fiflTH) &BBB& are Noe** Bui 

irrrautfa (1991) (7S2326) 


SKY MOVIES SCREEN Z 


6j»m Thfl Goddess (1S5S) 165414) 
are FWanU Uytflvaly (1944) (10499) 
lore What Love Sees (1B96) (464761 
iare Mystery Sdanrsa TKetere 3000: 
T*e »tertTpose) (83562) ZOOprn Tte 
Goddess (65300) *M » RnwaH 

My Lovely (184^ (75©) 

SrteonTtwatre SOOfcTtw Mows (IMB) 

(77582) 7J30 E Nm* Water (2124) 000 
Tn UWwnW Mory fisas) (5135® lore 
Money Train (1885) l^^W) iireJade 
tivte) J60S3O8) iremTha tmnoMUa 
ttWO (35438) 8,00 M Ttw PucbBI .o* 

tSwSeee (1896) (1724984) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 

4repm Btette Eapmas 11®“*®^?^ 
■ ere Don't Bother » Knock (1@Sg) 
(38S51051 are Hfl SOW, SwSaMflWti 
[3850650) lore BUM State (1890) 
(4113817) lire SMn Doap (1909) 
(1321747) iream Doctor DteWr (ia^ 
*6066106) 5L5S Ire Patteraon Sanaa flw 
(1M7) (64M6791)4reThe Jack- 
jpot (T950) (73077439) SJBO dote 

TNT - 

SjjOpra M American in Pmfeflwj) 
09274853) 11100 Or*® 1 

nSffl (14207389) 2ream The 
. Wore Rad ftasB) (9S1364SW are" 18 
Uwa of Fo Mwieha (1832) (73164235) 

SKY SPORTS T : 1- 

7ream Spons CenttB (5*2447C) 7.15 
UMdfiru (425211) 8.15 Spons Cermr 

iSSlFMtoA Owny SHe)d Spe«£ 

(79196) 12re Aerofscs (7Bmizre»W 
trade Sccfltet Foottte) (1<B27)„ire 

Crtdte (inset -are Foabair .Ctoty 

SNaU (7847S) AM Wrt S&Q . 

{69263} lire Cricket -&msy v Detoy- 
S2*Z-ia)e (4868262) TO-30 Spons 
, S«4) iare SnMte 

i2.4S«n Sports Centre (3100631) ire 
S^tawyvtobyshlie (68525) X00 
Spons Cw*eei3O6flO0) 

SKY SPORTS 2 — 

7Mam Aerobes /B25S0S®7re 
q*m 14 287031) 7M ^ 

. 43788327) W8 Faanw posorea ore 
toSTcmire. (1370435) are TV 
pstaasS) lore Got. wenwrain oenws 


Ctasslc (6227360 lire Women’s GoU 
J2852S79) IJWpm GoB Extra (4540124) 
4.00 Sntoter (21823601 6JM MOKSCyting 
(17376®) SJO^The Wnnfng Post KampKjn 
aid Leicester — Live (2940747) 030 GoH 
Extra (B032211J 1130 Eao Tour WbeWV 
(4112766) 12.00 MowrcycS ng (7B 99167) 
12ream Sports Certre (3157780) 12AS 
Rugby League (5545457) 2^5 Sports- 
Came (66476896) 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

izrepm Wnesttng (95412S01) irepm 
freiv (85438921) are Boring P84E9853) 
3l 00 Emertaners (30499414) 3J0 Vtto 
(20021 m8) 4.OT Basabefl (S0483230) 6J)0 

Sports Centre (20043230) JL30 Euro Toi 
Weak* (20034583) 7JO RsH TV 

(39264476) are Rugby LBSO* (392779401 
lore Otyrrplc Senas (39263747) lire 
TlW EriWUinfira (64383056) 

EUROSPORT _ 

TrewnKnOHl (65292} 8J0 Momcycing 
C343S1 lire MCTOOOS3 (12969) lire 
Water SWhg: world Cup (i3(3Q 12.00 
Suing (70638) liSOp® Vtomen's GoU 
(K245I 1J0 Tamts (88313) 2.00 Terms: 
Du Maurer Open (265631 3J0 Foottalt 
Uwnpooi V frier Mian (6352495) «AB 
MOtorspal -(532230) SAS Nhtafitt: WF 
SwBdsh Grate ha—Live S3644S011 
aASTenriS (83101^ B.4S Cycling (4116BB) 
1M5 MMOmoort 1162056) 

UK GOLD ; _ ' 

7ream CnrsaoadB ©42323D) 7J0 
bom (6098785) 7S5 EssJEnrare 

(B104476) 8J0 The Bfi (9462037) 9J0 Tte 
HI ©4S3Q89) 8J0 DongetfeU (62240371 
lOreTbe Suahm l®4 75fi6l) 11J0 Duk» 
(4536853) 11JS5 Haighboura (33354940) 
izrepm EastEndorc P80 4te3) i re AD 
Crealaes Great andSna# (76782 11) ZOO 
Dates (1993478) 255 ftfi Bffl (1788327) 
%3B The Bd 18853940) 3J55 DanserDeld 
(a73«0i AaSEaaEndefS&30 
Home id Ftoosr n73BHB) ATO M Crea¬ 
tures Great ate Sn ap (7 653747) 7-00 
2norM CMdran f7742eff2) .7re Dad's 
Army (3337016) am Canoed Cam* 
{9840495) 9-00 One Few n me Grave 
(47687851 a*0 Common .as Muck 
(81386766) 1050 Cahnod Csran 

(8807321) lire The Bd (5880495) 1200 
The BK (4931254) 1&30am Come stnp 
PrasBia Steos(Sffii72«lJlBComBSnp 
Preseres Giro (15027fn ire The Eqifllc- 
. er (4Z7S341) are Paul Martorv The Senas 
(*26eea)» ass^hcppteO wasm 



In his first feature film, A Goofy Movie, Ihe lovable hound takes 
Ms teenage eon. Max, on a fishing trip (Disney Channel 7pm) 


GRANADA PLUS 


GLOOM! The Bo> (2512232) 7M Or- the 
Buses (3574360) 7J0 NtuueS and Dearea 
(3593465) are The Fern $has GanQ 
(21^495) 8 l 30 Mnd Ydut Lan^jage 
(2125766) ftOO Cwanafiorr Sf f?il®ia/ 
ore EmniaGate (99247661 1tU» ©ada- 
tors (3539679) HjOO Hawaii FiveO 
050? 1431 1S.OO Cavxnen Si /312958S 
izrepm Emnwtete (9828582) 1.00 A 
Fine Sirnanoe (3513259) ire wothinp 
1992788® ZOO The Adwrtures tf Sheno* 
Holmes (6014963) 3-TO GladteUs 
(6291143) 40M Hawrii Fi ve-0 (62 70650) 
MO Hon 10 Hon [6G77698) tOO 
EmmenJrto (4893259) fiTO CoonaWn St 
(4873211) 7J» Srfflste Spin! (6678327j 
?re TTie Fenii Sraei Ganfl (40731951 EDO 
Thr AduaXurss of Stertlck Holmes 
(3798717) 9JM Comnason Sreel 
I677E8341 ore Hate and Paco (991S01B) 
10.ae The Cameoav |2)2C011) 1030 
VDheelifiPPOa end Srorews (214 6259) 
11JO Granada Men and Motors (4055306) 

CARLTON SELECT fCABLE] 

5.00pm Btodriusto* (60476563) 830 
Gncfloe* (20026921) W» My Tao WhrCS 


(20025834) &30 Pun 3*? tther One 
(20043414) 7«) Hwng Darrp 190486327) 
7re Desmonds (2004S&S) 8.00 CaneCy 
Fssj Once n a Litewne P0472747) E30 
Fra! Son of Madness (90434532) 9X10 
Tanamem (39366392) 10J» The Dartng 
Buds of Utiy pSOTOOTit 11 AO Scon 
(660197W) iare Life after Birth 
(98709812) lareen Fast Ferrari 
(809788961 ire Close 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

cream Dip w Da» R30 Bcrtars 6A5 
Quack Pack 7-OS Tale Spn 7.15 Aladdxi 
Tfo Series 7re<tote Troop 8re Tmon and 
Pumbaa foM 1Q1 tSetmaMnsSreDouWe 
An Anach 035 WigMy Ducks 10.00 Smart 
Gyy 10i30 Teen Angel 11 J» Boy MWS 
wore nre Tre Vtateer Years iare 
Brolhcfly tone I2repra Dinosaurs ire 
Jingle Cites ire Amaang Ammafc 2.00 
wme The Pooh a.is Boar *i ihe Big Biuo 
House 2AQ UK’s IWggte ZAS Ittw Ok 
Pooh UlO Tlmon and Pimtaa 3re 
Alacfcfirr The Senes 4re 101 DaKianais 
flJD Recess 445 Pepper Arm 5J» Smart 
Guy 5J0 Brotherly Lm* 6A0 Teen Angel 
&30 Boy Meeis World 7J0 FUJI: A Coofr 
Uotee a. 15 (joofy Ctsrt Iooik BJO The 


Wonder Years 9J10 Honey. I Shrur* Ihe 
kids The TV Snow 9^5 Tex Aver/ 

FOX KIPS NETWORK _ 

fiiXIani F’crrajs Hangers Tut» 7 re Donkey 
inrig Country UK) Bealetags MereflU 
fire Eene. Indiana lore Gcoscoumpe 
lire Lfle woh Ltx»e lire Eek! 
Snaviagarwa 12.00 Ace versura 1250pm 
Sam arte Max 1.00 Cacper ire 
Toonevhiam 7-M C-Brar am Jamai 2J50 
The Uouce and me Monster 3.00 Donkey 
Kang CouHry 4J30 Sam arte M at SM 
Goowtiumps sre Eete. Imiana 6.00 
Coaseouros sre Breaker Hfigh 

CARTOON NETWORK 

All your tavoine cancnns tfoadcasi hero 
5.00am lo 9repra. itvtn days a uee* 

N1CKELODEON _ 

Bream The Dr £ft£?.'Pc* w ub ndudug 
Clangers 7re Anhur CUX) Exlrcme 
Ghositusierc (L30 Jumar^i 9JM Bugrais 
1OJ0O Hcv Arnold 1 lore Doug 11.oo AaaW 
Roa Mcrcrers lire Rocko's Modem Lite 
I2j» &sie* SeJui 1230pm Moestia ire 
Kenan and kei ire The Secret World of 
Ale* Mao. 2ro Oanosa L-ptens k An 2re 
Wrshcone 3-00 Slckjn' Around 230 Doug 
4.oo Hey Amted 1 4re Rugrab SJ» Sswi 
Sda srekenan arte Kef 6J »Sabma (he 
Teenage Wiwi are Moesha 7XiO Ctee 

TROUBLE _ 

7.00am Batman 8JM Earthworm Jim gJM 
Eriw PoW sre Heartweaj' Hsgn 1030 
Ready w Hoi lire Casfoma Dreams 
lire USA H0112re Fresh Pnnce of Bd 
An I2repm Heartbreak rtgh 150 Echo 
Pews 200 Hr<Hyoaks 230 toig Tme 100 
Ready or No: 3J10 Rush Pirce of Bel As 
4,00 The r Spot 4J0 Saved dv ir« Be* 
SJ» Hctfvoalo; sre USA Hign fi.00 
Cabtane Dreamy fire Bangs 7 re Saved 
by ihe Bel 7re Hang Tune 
CHALLENGE TV _ 

5.00pm CmssMis SA& Famiy Fonunes 
&30 Cabtephase 7,15 Fmeen io One 7JSB 
The Cryaa Maze 9.15 Sri* fi Lucky 10.00 
3-2-1 11.15 Through tte Keyhole 11-45 
Sncky Moments laremn Moonkg^ijng 
ire The Big VaBey 230 Bg SroKter Joke 
3re SMnet Aelico are Blade Wamon 
SreSa«nshop 

BRAVO _ 

fiOOpm The A-Tearn MO Hl^«ay Ranot 


9.30 Copt lore raian Snrppmg House 
wwes KUO Red Shoe Dunes lire FILM: 
The Gate (1987) iream BewgrV HiHs 
Bordello ire Oahan Sicppung Hcns^*ww 
200 H.jha«y Patrol 230 Cops 3,00 FILM: 
Undetsatabte (1903) 5.00 Murders 5 JO 
Freaky Stones 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Skaei SeJei 7JO Roscanne 200 
Grace Under Frr* are Caroline in ihe City 
sre Cytflli sre Enen 10.00 Frasvt 10J30 
Cheers 11,00 Duckmar lire Banry Wcfc/i 
e Corrung izre Late Mghi wih Da/id 
Leflerman iream Frasier ire Cheers 
200Carr^ne r? roe Ciy 230 Barr^ WeW» w 
Coming 3J» Rosewme 3.30 CtfWI 

THE SCt-Ft CHANNEL 

aOOpm Quartvm Leap 9J» Bteyton 5 
lore FILM: ApoAn 11 (1906) lire SF 

Stone Speoal 1200 E^filnc*, iream 
EsaDlestai t^^ianr.ri 200 Ftteery ihe I3:h 
3.00 lates of Ihe Unenneaed 3re Darv 
Shadows. 4J» Cere 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

9.00am The Jo, of Panting 9JS) The 
Gaiden Show 10.00 Grassrotas KL30 New 

Yariee Wortehop lire Scwafrang Fieee 
lire Homdime 1200 Ow House 
1230pm Homo Again ire Two'c CCunuy 
Coolrjrig ire Groine Shelter 200 The C*fl 
House 230 Two's Car try Get Suite. In 
3.00 Go Fehng 330 Ths OB House 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm Tne Oceman 430 Top unm fl 
S.M Fmi Fights sre Jur JFSte 6.00 
WUcTJe SOS 630 Tooth and Claw 730 
Arthur C Carte's MystenousUi>v«sa 8re 
Survwmt 330 Surrtrors Gait Escapes 
930 Sutvnos lore Wonders of Wwttet 
lire The Pittessonah 1200 Frral 
1230am Top Marques u t.oO Super 
Creeps: The Rat Amonq us 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7-OOpm Mmd in me Waters 730 Slam 
Voyage are MwonKSfvd ore Scan G*.a 
gia 1030 Treaaoe Hurt 1030 Treasure 
Hum lire Sang ol Protest 1130 Science 
and Animals 1200 Kiwi 

TRAVEL [CABLE) _ 

1ZJ» Bnjee'E, American Posicada 
1230pm Tread The Med 1.00 A Goner's 
Travels 130 Qui To Lunch VWh B( an Turner 
200 On Tour 230 The Great Escape 200 


Australian Goumwi Tour 330 RiKons O' 
Er wi 4.00 Wh &ei 's World 430 Red Wona 
5.00 A Golier'3 Travers 530 1VortAvni: 
Guide 6.00 Our To Lunch 630 On Tour 
730 Bruce's American Postcards 730 
Tread The Med are Getaways 030 
Flavour. Or France 9.00 Trarcana 1030 
Great Esc** 1030 Reel Wortd 1130 
WcrWvnde God* 1130 Rittons Ol Sreei 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4.00pm Bameime 430 Wald 530 

NO Phce Too ttgfi 630 Anr«v MJrHcrer 
730 Rographv (Ajcrtetangeto 

CARLTON FOOD [CABLE] 

9 00am Food Ner.wrh Daily 930 Food for 
Thought 1030 Feass ol trie World 1030 
Planer f*J9d It.00 Graham hens Hiictvn 
lire Cown's Kilchcn Caflego 1230 Food 
Ncwo* Daw 1230pm a ye» m 
Bailymaloe 1.00 Food for Thought 130 
From the Ground Up 230 CcpTue's fflftK 
Course 230 Food Ncioorfc Daily 330 Vin 
Ordrone 330 Colon s Kitten Cortege 
430 flow ctites on Ihe «re Red Hoi 

n SnoHr' 530 Close 

LIVING _ 

6,00am Tiny Lrrmg 9.00 Roionda 930 Jen-/ 
Spnnga 1040The VowV) and ine Reams 
1130 Broouide 1230 JnnyS 1235pm 
Special &at«es 130 Reso^ 3H 130 
Ready. Steady. Coca 205 Rteortja 235 
Livrg It Up* 335 Jerry Sponger 445 
Tempwlt 5.35 Heady. Sready, Crx* 6-10 
Jerry Sormoer 7.00 Rescuo 3il 730 
MysieiMS, fflage arte M«atecs 830 Side 
Elrods930 FILM: Inflammable 1130 The 
Se* Zone 1200 Close 

ZEE TV _ 

630*m Communily Touch 630 PoMHie 
Hearth Shw/730 Jaagran 730 Hem are 
Irtea Busmess Report B30 Burbyaad 9.00 
Lone Slones 1030 Lorteon Se Lanoro 
11.00 The UXJ Cal Sho* 1130 
miuKshetra 1230 unit FILM. Hera 
330pm RaHagTi 330 A^e Hearth Shoiu 430 
Ganteus 430 Utxrty 530 fts B/ Choree 
ere Mr MmlXi 630 Toacner 630 Bantu 
April Baa 730 Fun Fitei Style 730 Baui 
Ben Jeye 830 News 830 Daa&an 930 
Stewb BateteJi 1030 Pe Dcka 1030 
Amoral 11.00 Purosh Ksheira 1230 
News 1230am Glwomla Aaro 130 Jee 
Sohab 130 Rsated 200 Gmarati FILM 
Asfreur Mai Ni Crondan 430 Naroatyo 
530 AriUr Ha Eteri 530 Notk. 










'I'lLvV 


Van Hooydonk 
vows to 
leave Forest 



SAILING 38 


X-One design 
fleet puts on 
show at Cowes 
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Hoddle excludes midfield player from England’s preparations 


Gascoigne written out of plot 


Rut 

•ml 


By Oliver Holt 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 

ANY hopes that Paul Gas¬ 
coigne may have cherished 
that his exile Grom the Eng¬ 
land squad was merely a case 
of French leave were dashed 
yesterday when Glenn Hoddle 
failed to include him in a list of 
29 players who will gather at 
Bisham Abbey in tot days to 
begin preparations for the 
assault on the European 
championship in 2000. 

The squad for the three-day 
get-together, which will take 
place immediately after the 
first day of the FA Carling 
Premiership season, was full 
of bright young things, famil¬ 
iar faces and golden oldies, 
but foe absence of Gascoigne 
suggested that if the England 
coach had pronounced sen¬ 
tence when he decided not to 
take him to France, then 
yestaday he had carried out 
his international execution. 

The signals were unmistak¬ 
able, the hints as heavy as you 
can get Of the six unfortunate 
men who were culled from the 
World Cup squad at the last 
gasp in La Manga — the 
others were Ian Walker. Phil 
Neville. Andy Hinchcliffe, 
Nicky Butt and Dion Dublin 
—only Gascoigne, 31. was not 
reprieved yesterday. His face, 
streaked with tears or creased 
into some sort of grotesque 
grin, does not fit any more. 

Perhaps it has something to 
do with the manner of his 
leaving, ihe fact that he is 
supposed to have hurled 
abuse at Hoddle after he was 
told that 1% was not going to 
the World Cup. Iferhaps 
Hoddle does not want to be 
seen to be stepping back from 
the brave and commendable 
decision that he made in 
Spain. At any rate, it seems 
now that Gascoigne's fitful 
appearance against Belgium 
in Casablanca on May 29 was 
probably his last in an Eng¬ 
land shirt 

Alone stage yesterday, there 
were suggestions that Gas¬ 
coigne had been omitted 
because he had suffered some 
sort of minor calf injury 
during Middlesbrough's pre¬ 
season match with Newcastle 
United at the Riverside Stadi¬ 
um on Sunday. "Disregard 
that" we were told, although 
Hoddle later insisted all was 



Gascoigne, dropped for the World Cup, has been given an indication by Hoddle that the road bade to England contention will not be an easy one 


not yet lost for the man he 
stood by for so long. “Gazza’s 
situation goes on," Hoddle 
said. “The door is not shut for 
him, but he needs to be fitter 
than ever before." 

The unpalatable truth for 
Gascoigne, though, is that if 
he cannot even force his way 
into a squad shorn of Liver¬ 
pool and Arsenal players — 
both dubs are involved in live 
television matches in the 
midst of the get-together — 
then what chance does he have 
of squeezing into the 22 that 
will be chosen to prepare for 
England's opening European 
championship qualifying 
game against Sweden in 
Stockholm on September 5. 



Ian Wright is far from fully 
fit, too, but Hoddle has chosen 
him. It seems almost sacrile¬ 
gious to say it after such a long 
period of convincing ourselves 
that Gascoigne was indispens¬ 
able to the ambitions of Eng¬ 
land, but the team did not 
miss him during the World 
Cup. A new generation of 
midfield players has grown up 
in his wake and caught him 
unawares as he stumbled on 
in his complacency. 

Paul Scholes. for instance, is 
growing in stature with every 
game and David Beckham 
showed enough skiU, delicacy 
and purposeful running in his 
truncated World Cup appear¬ 
ances in central midfield to 
suggest that he could be the 
long-term replacement for 
Gascoigne, if he can master his 
own disciplinary problems. 

It is beyond doubt now that 
Gascoigne is well past his 
best, engaged in what seems to 


be a constant and losing battle 
against a run of injuries and 
his own self-destructive ten¬ 
dencies. Drama and excite¬ 
ment will still follow him 
wherever he wanders, but it 
seems that he has been con¬ 
demned to play out his career 
marooned in the provinces, far 


SQUAD 

JS! 


T Homers (BacKbum Rearers). N Msrtyn 
(Leads Linked). I WaKer (Toncnfum 
Hotepu). R Wright flpswtfl Town). S 
Campbe* (Touerttam Hotepur), W Qufcm 
(Sheffield United). C Seram (Newcastle 
Uratefl. K Dyer towtti Town). D 
Hudtartjy (Coventry Ov). H Ferdinand 
Most Ham United). G Southgate (Aston 
VBa). G Nevfle (Manchester Limed). P 
Neville (Manchester United). □ Andmton 
(Tottenham Hotspur), D Beckham 
(Manchester United). G La Saux (Chelsea). 
A HlnchcWla (Sheffield Wednesday). N 
Butt (Manchester Unfed). R Lee 
(Newcastle UretedL DEacfia (Norwich Cdy). 
E Hesfcey (Leicester Cky). P Matson 
(MkJdteshroughl, P Scholes (Manchester 
United!. L Fe r d i nand (Tonertiam Hotspur}, 
A Sha arar (NawcasSe Unfed), E 
StnmQham (Manchester Unfed). □ DUh- 
Bn (Covertly C#y). I Wright (West Ham 
United). A Cola (ManchesKs Unfed) 


from the place at centre stage 
that he had became accus¬ 
tomed to. 

If there was only misery for 
him, there was at least a 
degree of solace for Beckham, 
who discovered, to his relief, 
that he had not been cast into 
the international wilderness 
for his moment of foolishness 
in the World Cup second- 
round match against Argenti¬ 
na that got him sent off and 
contributed to England's exit 
from the competition. 

That lapse excepted, 
though, Beckham showed 
great po tential in the little time 
that Hoddle allowed him dur¬ 
ing the World Cup and his 
inclusion, even though he will 
be suspended for the game 
against Sweden, is a dear sign 
that he will be an integral part 
of England's European cham¬ 
pionship campaign once his 
two-match ban has been 
served. 


Shepherd looks to 
brighter future 


Rangers sign up 
Hendry for £4m 


By George Caulkin 


By Kevin McCarra 


No 1476 


ACROSS 

I AE—, poet and Latinist (7) 
5 Domestic light (4) 

9 Excellent (5) 

10 Wodehoose'5 Bertie (7) 

I! Observing what's not there 

(6.6) 

12 Type of book, of flower (6) 

13 Abase oneself (6) 

16 Trusted intermediary (6.6) 

19 Kenya, port (7) 

20 (Art) style (5) 

21 Table to work at (4) 

22 Avisionaiy(7) 


DOWN 

! Large munben entertainer (4) 

2 Unspecified large number 

3 Close-fought constituency 
(8,4) 

4 Period ruled by Aquarius 

(3.3) 

6 —Chekhov, Bruckner(5) 

7 Sunshade (7) 

5 Native language (6,6) 

12 Feeling remorse, guilt (7) 

14 Ho Chi Minh’s country (7) 

15 On a ship (6) 

17 S France city. Pont duGard 
site (5) 

18 Equal; struggle to see (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1475 

8 ACROSS; I Chasm 4 Inroads 8 Launch pad 9 Era 
10Sin llOhservant 12Casca 13 Urban 16Gibberish 
IS Rap 20 A3 21 Vouchsafe 22 Essence 23 Dress 
DOWN: I Colls 2 Aquinas 3 Microwave oven 4 Impose 
5 Ride roughshod 6 Akda 7 Spartan 12 Cognate 14 Bar¬ 
rage 15 Figure 17 Bobos 19 Ptebs 
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HIS resurrection has. by 
turns, been surreptitious, se¬ 
lective and closely stage-man¬ 
aged, but five months after a 
barrage of unsavoury allega¬ 
tions forced his temporary 
resignation from the board of 
Newcastle United. Freddy 
Shepherd finally completed 
tire long saga of his official 
return to the FA Carling 
Premiership club yesterday. 

In a low-key press confer¬ 
ence. the chairman used die 
occasion of Newcastle's acqui¬ 
sition of Notberto Solano, the 
Peru international, and the 
unveiling of Dietmar 
Hamann, of Germany, and 
Stephane Guivarc’h. of 
France, to make his first 
public utterance since the con¬ 
troversy of last March. 

Then, in a conversation 
secretly recorded by news¬ 
paper reporters in a Spanish 
brothel. Shepherd, 56. and 
Douglas Hall, his fellow direc¬ 
tor and the son of Sir John 
Hall, the former Newcastle 
chairman, had ridiculed sup¬ 
porters. described the women 
of Tyneside as "dogs" and 
likened Alan Shearer, die 
England captain, to "Mary 
Popp ins”. The resulting outcry 
forced both men. who between 
diem own nearly 70 per cent of 
the dub, to tender their 
resignations. 

Yesterday, less than two 
weeks after returning to the 
helm, the buzzwords were 
"lessons teamed”, echoing the 
apologetic “personal message” 
that they had recently sent to 
each of United's 34,000season 
ticket-holders, in which they 
vowed to "make Newcastle 
United one of the greatest 
football dubs in the world”. 

"As for as Douglas and 
mysdf are concerned, irs in 
the past and we hope every¬ 


body else can put it behind 
them as well.” Shepherd said 
at the club's training ground 
in Cheste r-1 e-S treeL He insist¬ 
ed that the reaction to his 
return had been supportive 
and "probably better than i 
deserved or expected”. 

In order for that alleged 
goodwill to be maintained. 
Shepherd recognised that the 
team of Kenny Dalglish would 
be expected to improve on the 
efforts of last season, when 
Newcastle concluded their 
Premiership campaign in thir¬ 
teenth place. 



Shepherd: ambitious 

"1 want to move the dub 
forward, but its all ©it to 
happen on the field," Shep¬ 
herd said. “There's a great 
team behind the football dub, 
but success on the field is 
everything. Everything fol¬ 
lows on from there." 

To that end, Newcastle con¬ 
firmed the arrival of their 
ninth new player this dose, 
season: Solano. 23, has signed 
from Boca. Juniors, of Argenti¬ 
na, for £15 million on a four- 
year contract, subject to the 
granting of a work permit 


RANGERS signed Colin 
Hendry from Blackburn 
Rovers for almost £4 million 
yesterday as Dick Advocaat 
the manager, took his outlay 
on new players this summer 
to £28 million, a sum greater 
than any other British club in 
the same period. 

After several weeks of sup¬ 
posed hostilities over the 
future of the Scotland centre 
half and ca ptain, the t rans fer 
was concluded to the satisfac¬ 
tion of all parties. The initial 
offer from Rangers was £25 
’ million. Blackburn had re¬ 
sponded fay fixing a {nice of 
£5.15 million, which David 
Murray, the Rangers chair¬ 
man. considered to be a form 
of blackmail. In turn. Black¬ 
burn aired the possibility of 
reporting Rangers for alleg¬ 
edly making an illicit ap¬ 
proach to Hendry. It must all 
now be regarded as the pos¬ 
turing of the . bargaining 
process. 

Rangers have bought a 
respected player whose na¬ 
tionality adds a trace of 
Scottishness to a side that is a 
cosmopolitan melange. For 
their part Blackburn have 
received nearly £4 million for 
a defender who will be 33 in 
December. 

Rangers were in no mood to 
brood over the price yester¬ 
day, intent as they.are on . 
wresting the Scottish champ- 
ions hip from Celtic. The fee, 
which will be partly based on 
appearances in internationals 
and certain other matches, 
comes to just under £4 mil¬ 
lion." Murray said. "It is a lot. 
of money, but I fed CoTm can 
bring a lot to this dub.” 

Murray, who had previous¬ 
ly beat critical of heavy 
spending on veterans, saw 
Hendry as a special case. 


These are exceptional cir¬ 
cumstances," he said. "You do 
not look too much at the Jong- 
term when yon. are getting 
someone of Hendry's talent 
He will bring us grit and 
■leadership.” 

Hendry, who spent nine 
years with Blackburn in two. 
spells at Ewood Park, said: “It 
was always my dream to 
come to Rangers. They are the 
biggest dub in Scotland smH 
arguably the biggest in Brit¬ 
ain. I did want to move my 
family to Scotland, but I have 
come back primarily because 



Hendry: move north. 

it is Rangers.” Hendry has 
signed a four-year contract 
but Lorenzo Amoroso will 
continue to captain the dub. 

Rangers were fined £10,000 
yesterday because of misbe- 
faaviour by supporters at a 
Uefo Cup-tie with Shdboume 
that was played at Trenton 
Park, the Tranmeje Rovers 
ground, last month. •. 

Ally McCoist, the prolific 
forward who left Rangers at 
the end of lastseason. has 
joined Kilmarnock. McCoist; 
35, has agreed a one-year.tieaL 
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Wright's inclusion raised a 
few eyebrows, given that the 
West Ham United striker is 
now 34, but Hoddle more than 
balanced his . setectian by in¬ 
cluding a group of young 
players, such as Richard 
Wright, the Ipswich Tbwn 
goalkeeper, and Carl Serrant, 
tire Newcastle United defend-: 
er. to help them to make the 
transition from playing with 
the under-21s. 

If they and men such as 
Beckham and Wright are 
bound to welcome the news of 
the. get-together, it is sure to 
have received a lukewarm 
response from ihe Premier¬ 
ship managers, coming so 
dose to the start of the season, 
when many of the players 
have had Ifttie rest, anyway. 
Hoddle seems to be making a 
statement of intent in that 
regard, a declaration of 
strength. Gascoigne is just the 
roost prominent part of it 
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